
Mieczysław BALOWSKI

Uni wer sytet im. Ada ma Mick ie wic za

An thro po ny ms of the Po lish- Czech bor der area
– The Mo ra vian Gate

Ke y words: Czech, Po lish, comparative linguistics, an thro po nyms, Mo ra vian Ga te,
multi cul tu ra lism

Abs tract

The author describes in the article project of researching the anthroponymy of the
Polish-Czech borderland on the section of the Moravian Gate (Gorzyce – Krzyżano-
wice municipalities on the Polish side and Hať – Hilheřovice – Bohumín municipa-
lities on the Czech side). The described borderland belongs to the so-called transi-
tional borders, whose characteristic feature is the mixing of the population of two or
more nations (or ethnic groups), and the effect of it is movement of the population in
this area. As a result, the so-called third culture has developed, which had a major
impact on the shape of names of the inhabitants, as well as on the choices of names for
their children. Another factor in changing the form of surnames is the interference of
an official who has often changed the spelling form of the surname in accordance with 
the language norm in force in his native language.

The bor der area around the Mo ra vian Gate is in ha bi ted by mul ti lin -
gual and mul ti cul tu ral po pu la tion, who have been li ving he re for cen -
tu ries, so any boun da ries between in di vi dual com mu ni ca tive com mu -
ni ties have been al ways chan ging and they still elude any unam bi -
guous and de tai led clas si fi ca tion. The co- exis tence of the groups is vi -
si ble not only in mixed dia lects (for exam ple Lach dia lects), but al so in 
pro per na mes (an thro po nyms, to po nyms, chre ma to nyms, in par ti cu lar 
oro nyms). Na mes and sur na mes are one such group of onyms, re flec -
ting the mul ti cul tu ra li ty of the in ha bi tants of the Po lish- Czech bor der
area around the Mo ra vian Gate. The choi ce of the name by the bea rer
was not ran dom, but its from in a gi ven pe riod was usual ly a re sult of
ran dom fac tors. 

1. Ob je c ti ve of the research

The ob jec tive of our pro ject is to exa mine na mes and sur na mes on
tombs to nes to show the va ria bi li ty, va riants and mul ti cul tu ral na ture
of an thro po nyms in the Po lish- Czech bor der area around the Mo ra -
vian Gate in the 20th and at the be gin ning of the 21st cen tu ry. The re -
search will fo cus on na mes and sur na mes of peo ple who li ved and died 
in the area. We would like to fo cus on unas si mi la ted va riants of an -
thro po nyms than forms as si mi la ted by the au tho ri ties, and to iden tify
their lo ca tion- ba sed re la tions with res pect to si mi lar an thro po nyms in
Po land. This is all the more im por tant since the form of an thro po nyms
in the area was al so si gni fi can tly af fec ted by mi gra tion and cog ni tive
fac tors. The ono mas tic ma te rial in tombs tone ins crip tions is a ve ry di -
verse col lec tion (es pe cial ly in the case of sur na mes) and its ele ments
are a pro duct of the lin guis tic and cul tu ral mo saic on the bor der whe re
dif ferent eth nic and lin guis tic groups and cul tu res in ter act, which has
not been in ves ti ga ted be fore. It is worth ad ding that the sta tus of the
area chan ged over the cen tu ries, as it was part of ei ther Po lish or Czech 
and Slo va kian ter ri to ry.

We start with a hy po the sis that the an thro po no my in this area of
con tacts between dif ferent eth nic groups (Po lish, Czech, and Ger man) 
and over lap ping lin guis tic and cul tu ral im pacts re sis ted pres sure on
uni for mi za tion and adap ta tion exer ted by the fo reign ony mic sys tem
(in this case Ger man or Czech for Po lish sys tem) and pro du ced its
own, hy brid sys tem, re flec ting in ten sive re la tions between the eth nic
groups (e.g. Ba lowski 2016). We al so in tend to car ry out a tho rough
ana ly sis of the pro cess of mer ging Po lish (and Czech) an thro po nyms
with other an thro po nyms to crea te a spe ci fic sys tem, which is ty pi cal
of lan guage bor der areas, as re flec ted in the ma te rial with an thro po -
nyms (in par ti cu lar sur na mes). The pro cess is the evi dence of his to ri -
cal dif feren tia tion of eth nic groups and their gra dual in te gra tion (e.g.
Si wek, Kaňok, 2000; Si wek 1996). The na ming sys tem which de ve lo -
ped in such cir cum stan ces is rich in an thro po ny mic forms with dif -
ferent se man tic roots as well as pho ne tic and mor pho lo gi cal forms. To
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in ter pret the se facts (which are of ten dif fi cult to in ter pret) we need to
take in to ac count a num ber of as pects – of ten ex tra lin guis tic – in for -
ma tion such as lo cal cir cum stan ces, his to ri cal and cur rent in for ma tion 
on the bor der area whe re the ma te rial was col lec ted (its spe ci fic na -
ture, geo po li ti cal con text), eth nic and lin guis tic lands cape, subs tra tum 
lan gua ges or lan guage in ter ference (Po lish- Czech-–Ger man), or fi nal -
ly hy brid forms. In ad di tion, a num ber of onyms have the same Sla vic
roots be cause the sur na mes from the area, which re flect its mul tiethnic 
and mul ti cul tu ral na ture, ori gi na ted much ear lier. Ge ne ti cal ly, their
roots are not al ways di verse and the an thro po nym mo dels of ten over -
lap. They can be di vi ded in to three groups ba sed on their lin guis tic
origin (Po lish, Czech, and – la ter – Ger man). The re are al so other in -
fluen ces, for exam ple from En glish.

What al so needs to be ta ken in to ac count is that the in ha bi tants of
the area of ten had their sur na mes chan ged by the au tho ri ties, ei ther
pho ne ti cal ly (e.g. Kral, Obruśnik) and/or in terms of spel ling (e.g. Ga -
wel lek, Krall, Kaschny) to make them com ply with the of fi cial lin -
guis tic (graphic) and ono mas tic sys tem which was in place at the time
(quite of ten the only mo ti va tion was po li ti cal). In this pro ject we un -
der take to iden tify chan ges in the na me- ge ne ra ting pro cess that the se
na mes have un der gone in the area of bor der con tacts (which dia chro -
ni cal ly was an area of con tact between re la ted lan gua ges, and syn -
chro ni cal ly between un re la ted lan gua ges) and to ex plain, as far as
possi ble, the role that lin guis tic as well as his to ri cal and cul tu ral fac -
tors play in sha ping the an thro po nymy (for this we will use an en vi -
ronmen tal in ter views). Our hy po the sis is that the form of a name or
sur name is not in dif ferent to the bea rer and to his/her func tio ning
within a gi ven com mu ni ty. Con se quen tly, we aim to ana ly ze four
aspects:

1. G e o  g r a  p  h i  c a l  d i  s t r i  b u  t i o n  o f  s u  r  n a  m e s  – geo gra p -
hi cal re la tions;

2. S t r u  c  t u  r a l  m o d e l s  o f  a n  t h r o  p o  n y m s;
3. N a m i n g  s y s t e m;

4. M o  d i  f i  c a  t i o n s  o f  a n  t h r o  p o  n y m s  – hybrid morp ho lo gi -
cal and lexical forms.

An ad di tio nal ob jec tive is to do cu ment sur na mes from that area.
We plan to ac com plish the ob jec tive by crea ting a dic tio na ry of an -
thropo nyms from the sys tem (e.g. Czyżewski 2013) and a des crip tion
of hy brid dif feren ces on a scale from fo reign to Po lish/Czech. The
data base will in clude Po lish, Czech and Ger man an thro po nyms
collec ted du ring the pro ject (it will re main the pro per ty of the De part -
ment of Sla vic Lan gua ges and Li tera tu res to be used for fur ther com -
pa ra tive stu dies). The an thro po nyms will be al so com pi led in to a dic -
tio na ry to be made avai la ble to eve ryone on the AMUR Re po si to ry
web site of Adam Mick ie wicz Uni ver si ty in Poznań. 

2. Research ma te rial

The re search ma te rial will in clude a set of na mes and sur na mes
col lec ted from tombs tone ins crip tions from ce me te ries in the bor der
area: Ra cibórz district (10 vil la ges) – Krzyża no wi ce (Bieńko wi ce,
Bo lesław, Chałup ki, Krzyża no wi ce, No wa Wioska, Owsiszc ze, Rosz- 
ków, Ru dyszwałd, Tworków, Za bełków), and Wod zisław dis trict (12
vil la ges) – Gorzy ce (Bełszni ca, Bluszc zów, Czyżo wi ce, Gorzy ce, Go- 
rzyczki, Ko lo nia Fry de ryka, Odra, Ol za, Osi ny, Rogów, Tur za Śląska,
Uchyls ko). In Cze chia the ma te rial for com pa ra tive stu dies will be
col lec ted from ce me te ries in the fol lo wing mu ni ci pa li ties: Kar vi na
Dis trict – Bo humín (Starý Bo humín, Nový Bo humín) and Opa va dis -
trict – Šil heřo vice and Hať. Ac cor ding to our pre li mi na ry eva lua tion
both Po lish and Czech ma te rial would to tal over 10,000 to kens of na -
mes and sur na mes of the in ha bi tants of the area.

The use of the col lec ted ma te rial, i.e. an thro po nyms found on
tombs to nes in ce me te ries in the area (we es ti mate that the set of at
least 3,000 sur na mes and 1,500 na mes will be se lec ted from about
20,000 ins crip tions with na mes and sur na mes) will com ply with Re -
gu la tion (EU) 2016/679 of the Eu ro pean Par li a ment and of the Coun -
cil of 27 April 2016 on the pro tec tion of na tu ral per sons with re gard to
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the pro ces sing of per so nal da ta and on the free mo ve ment of such da ta, 
and re pea ling Di rec tive 95/46/EC (Ge ne ral Da ta Pro tec tion Re gu la -
tion), as well as the Per so nal Da ta Pro tec tion Act of 1 May 2018 and
the Act of 21 Fe brua ry 2019 and the Czech law Act 101/2000 of 25
May 2018 and Act 110/2019 (Zákon č. 101/2000 Sb., o ochraně os ob -
ních údajů po je ho no we le ze dne 25. květ na 2018 and Zákon
č. 110/2019 Sb. o zpra cování os ob ních údajů).

3. Sig ni fi can ce of the project 

The an thro po no my of the Po lish- Czech bor der has not been in ves -
ti ga ted yet. The only stu dies which co ve red an thro po nyms on a both
si des in the bor der areas we re con duc ted in the Po lish- Li thua nian- Be-
l ar usian bor der and the Po lish- Be la ru sia- nUkrai nian bor der area
around Białys tok and Włoda wa (see Dac ze wicz, 2012; Du de j- Szu mi -
gaj, 2015; Ono mas tyka na po gra nic zach…, 2017; Czyżewski, 2013;
Sa je wicz, 2018; Мельничук, 2013; Ana nie wa, 2012). The re have
been some stu dies on the an thro po nymy from a his to ri cal pers pec tive:
Cieszyn Si le sia (Mi lerski, 1996; Łuc, 2016) and Jabłonków (Li pow-
ski, 2002), as well and the dia lect of Krza no wi ce (Szy mańska, 2009),
but the bor der area around the Mo ra vian Gate has not been in ves ti ga -
ted so far.

Since an ti qui ty the Mo ra vian Gate was a ma jor route between the
South (Rome, Gree ce, Cze chia, Croa tia, Ser bia) and the North (Po -
land, Rus sia, Ukraine, etc.) , brin ging to gether the main trade rou tes,
such as the Am ber Ro ad or the trans con ti nen tal route of Ra da ni tes,
run ning from the south of Eu rope to the Bal tic Sea, as well as the trade
route from Po land to Cze chia. His to ri cal ly, this was a place whe re
mul ti ple cul tu res met (ei ther tem po ra rily – in the case of more re mote
cul tu res, or more per ma nen tly – in the case of clo ser cul tu res, such as
Le chi tic, Po lish and Cze ch- Slo vak). Gi ven the abo ve, the plan ned re -
search is no vel, in ter dis ci pli na ry and in ter cul tu ral, but its main fo cus
is lin guis tic ana ly sis.

We be lie ve that the pro ject will con tri bute to the re search field and
dis ci pline both in terms of theo ry and prac tice. In terms of theo ry the
pro ject will help to de ve lop metho do lo gy for in ves ti ga ting lin guis tic
phe no me na in the area of ono mas tics in the bor der area (on the both
sides of the bor der) between two or three na tions and cul tu res with res -
pect to such fun da men tal is sues as for exam ple the role of the sur name
in bor der areas as an ele ment of na tio nal iden ti ty and a de ter mi nant of
mem ber ship in the lo cal com mu ni ca tive com mu ni ty as well as the im -
pact of psy cho lo gi cal or cul tu ral prac ti ces, po li ti cal, na tio nal and lin -
guis tic si tua tion (tra di tion, self- de ter mi na tion, so cial iden ti ty etc.) on
onyms in the Po lish- Czech bor der. The prac ti cal di men sion of the pro -
ject, apart from pro vi ding a des crip tion, clas si fi ca tion and mo ti va tion
of an thro po nyms in the Po lish- Czech bor der, will be its con tri bu tion to 
the field of ono mas tics by ana ly zing the pro ces ses in vol ved in sha ping 
de ter mi nis tic an thro po ny mic com po nents in lin guis tic com mu ni ca -
tion across the bor der. This is be cause the ar ti fi cial di vi sion of the tran -
si tio nal bor der area (whe re the eth nic groups use re la ted lan gua ges),
which tur ned it in to the li near bor der area (whe re the eth nic groups use 
non- re la ted lan gua ges) – first with the Aus tro- Ger man, then the Po -
lish-C zech bor der – di vi ded lo cal com mu ni ca tive com mu ni ties and
gave rise to dif ferent an thro po ny mic pro ces ses on both si des of the Po -
lish-C zech bor der (e.g. using na mes and sur na mes from the two sys -
tems: An to ni na Her zog, Eli sa beth Kle mens, Er nesty ne Horny etc.),
which we re in fluen ced by the Po lish or Czech lan guage (and al so by
Ger man at the turn of the 19th cen tu ry). In that way the pro ject will si -
gni fi can tly change our know led ge of the re cep tion and adap ta tion of
an thro po nyms in the Po lish- Czech bor der area, and will help to re vise
the wi des pread be lief (po pu lar es pe cial ly among of fi cials) that the re is 
a sin gle sys tem of onyms on each side of the bor der, ba sed on su per fi -
cial lin guis tic and so cio lin guis tics ana ly sis, and of ten pu re ly ad mi nis -
tra tive de ci sions. 

Thus, the pro ject will fur ther our un der stan ding of the mecha nisms 
of adap ta tions of na mes and sur na mes in bor der areas, de pen dent on
the so cial and po li ti cal si tua tion or the self- a ware ness of an in di vi dual. 
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In te rim re sults will be pre sen ted du ring in ter na tio nal ono mas tic con -
feren ces and suc ces si ve ly pu blished in high ran king jour nals in Po -
lish, Czech and En glish We are al so plan ning to com pile a dic tio na ry
of na mes and sur na mes used in the bor der area (for struc ture of the
dic tio na ry and dic tio na ry en try, see Czyżewski 2013) and a mo no -
graph pre sen ting the re sults. 

In the fu ture the pro ject re sults may be com pa red with an thro po ny -
mies of other lin guis tic and cul tu ral bor ders, which will make the pro -
ject use ful for prac ti cal re search ac ti vi ties.

4. Research concept and plan 

We are plan ning the fol lo wing work as part of the pro ject: 

1. c o l  l e  c  t i n g  t h e  o n o  m a  s t i c  m a  t e  r i a l  (writing down the
an thro po nyms and other facts from to m b sto ne in scri p tions) – the
spe ci fic ob je c ti ve is to create a da ta ba se with an thro po nyms;

2. a n a  l y  s i s  a n d  c a t e  g o  r i  z a  t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l  l e  c  t e d
p r o p e r  n a m e s  (based on such cri te ria as: stru c tu re, mo ti va tion) 
– the spe ci fic ob je c ti ve is to describe the research ma te rial in line
with the pre  de fi ned cri te ria,

3. d e  s c r i  p  t i o n  o f  s t r u  c  t u  r a l  m o d e l s  o f  s u  r  n a  m e s
f r o m  t h e  P o l i  s  h  -  C z e c h  b o r d e r  a r e a  – the spe ci fic ob -
je c ti ve is to identify ono ma stic models of the an thro po nyms, typical 
of a given native language, and of a given area (i.e. those which
violate models typical of a given language system),

4. c o m  p a  r a  t i  v e  a n a  l y  s i s  o f  t h e  c o l  l e  c  t e d  P o l i s h
a n d  C z e c h  m a  t e  r i a l  – the spe ci fic ob je c ti ve is to identify
dif fe ren ces in an thro po ny mies on both sides of the state border,

5. a  d e  s c r i  p  t i o n  o f  t h e  n a m i n g  s y s t e m  a s  a n  e l e -
m e n t  o f  a  g i v e n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  g i v e n  c u l t u r e  – the
spe ci fic ob je c ti ve is to identify the changes in naming patterns over
the 20th century, and to analyze the mul ticu l tu ral nature of the
naming process,

6. a  d e  s c r i  p  t i o n  o f  h y b r i d  f o r m s  a n d  t h e i r  m o  t i  v a  -
t i o n s  – the spe ci fic ob je c ti ve is to ana ly sis and do cu men ta tion of
hybrid forms were created.
Con se quen tly, the out co mes of the achie ve ment of spe ci fic ob jec ti -

ves will in clude: a ca ta lo gue of an thro po nyms from the Po lish- Czech
bor der around the Mo ra vian Gate (na mes and sur na mes se pa ra te ly and 
to gether), des crip tion of an thro po ny mic ca te go ries, ty pes and mo dels
on the ba sis of pre- de fi ned cri te ria, both in an in di vi dual and com pa ra -
tive pers pec tive, a dia chro nic des crip tion of the na ming sys tem, a list
of hy brid forms and their mo ti va tion.

The pre li mi na ry ana ly sis of the ma te rial from some of the vil la ges
in di ca tes that the only risk may be that it will not be pos si ble to iden -
tify a clear ono mas tic mo ti va tion for all forms of an thro po nyms (this
con cerns mainly an thro po nyms with the word for ma tion roots com -
mon to the West Sla vic lan gua ges).

5. Research met ho do lo gy 

The pro ject will in clude lin guis tic stu dies groun ded in the metho -
do lo gy of ono mas tics and well as so cio lin guis tics and cog ni tive lin -
guis tics: tra di tio nal methods (mo di fied se man tic dif feren tial method
of Char les Os good, see Mayntz, Holm, Hüb ner 1985) and more re cent
ones (e.g. cog ni tive lin guis tics, se man tic ma tri ces of words mo ti va -
ting the an thro po nyms, see Skowro nek 1997, Ka le ta, 1998; Resze gi,
2012; Raszewska- Kli masz 2019). The pro ject will al so re quire the use 
of the his to ri cal method, i.e. the ex pla na to ry ap pro ach (Po morski,
1991) and methods of his to ri cal ono mas tics (see for exam ple Złot-
kowski, 2017; Sar nowska- Gie fing, 2010, 2011, 2014; Kre sa, 2013;
Czyżewski, 2013; Trze ciak, 2016; Łuc, 2013; Kojder, 2014; Sie rad zki 
2013), i.e. the de ve lopment of the lin guis tic si tua tion and the scale of
com plex so cial and lin guis tic re la tions in the Po lish- Czech bor der area 
will have to be ta ken in to ac count. For that the reason the lin guis tic
part of the pro ject will co ver three lan guage sys tems: Po lish, Czech
and Ger man. The re sults of the ana ly sis will be pre sen ted against the
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his to ri cal back ground, sho wing among others the chan gea bi li ty of an -
thro po nyms of Po les and Czechs in the 20th cen tu ry un der the in -
fluence of dif ferent ex tra lin guis tic fac tors. 

We will al so un der take dia lec to lo gy ana ly sis to ve rify the im pact
of the dia lect sys tem on an thro po nyms in the Po lish- Czech bor der.
The cur rent lin guis tic and com mu ni ca tive si tua tion in the area has his -
to ri cal roots in the va riant of the Po lish lan guage from the south of Si -
le sia and the va riant of the Czech lan guage from the nor thern up per
Os tra va re gion, which throu ghout cen tu ries co- exis ted and in ter min -
gled in com mu ni ca tive prac ti ces of both lo cal com mu ni ties. At the
same time, in the 19th cen tu ry and at the be gin ning of the 20th cen tu ry
they we re in op po si tion to the of fi cial lan guage, Ger man, per cei ved by 
the na tive po pu la tion as fo reign. This led to the de ve lopment of a spe -
ci fic su pra re gio nal va rie ty which in clu ded dif ferent ele ments: Po lo -
nisms, Cze chisms and Ger ma nisms as well as re gio na lisms and dia -
lec tal ana chro nisms (see al ter na tive spel lings Glom bik, Tern ka – Trn-
ka, Wyrtki, Stuchły – Stu chly, Mrkwa, Tro janska, Ga wel lek, Krajc zy,
Wielsch – Wielsch, Phi liph – Fi lip etc.). This is a per fect il lus tra tion of
lin guis tic re la tions in the de ter mi na tive lo ca tion in the re gion (Po lish-
 Czech, Cze ch- Ger man and Po lish- Ger man), which is of spe cial im -
por tance in dia chro nic lan guage ana ly sis (for exam ple in terms of
lexis). Im por tan tly, the co lo ni za tion of the area by Ger mans al so left a
si gni fi cant mark on an thro po nyms in the Po lish- Czech bor der.

Our star ting de fi ni tion for the pur po ses of the ana ly sis will be the
de fi ni tion of the term pro po sed in the fol lo wing sour ces: En cy clo pe -
dia of Po lish pro per na mes (1998, en try: an thro po nymy) or Rod né
jmé no v jazy ce a spo lečnos ti (Knap pová, 1989, pp. 13–14) or Vývoj
vlastních jmen os ob ních v českých zemích v le tech 1000–2010 (Ples-
ka lová, 2011, p. 195). The de fi ni tion is in line with the de fi ni tion of
onym de ve lo ped by Sa rah Le roy, who dis tin guishes the fol lo wing cri -
te ria for a pro per name: for mal (spel ling – ca pi tal let ter, un trans la ta bi -
li ty and ab sence from dic tio na ries), mor pho syn tac tic (no de ter mi ner)
and se man tic and prag ma tic (no mea ning, in di vi dual re ference). We
will use the de fi ni tion as a ba sis for clas sifying an thro po ny mic ele -

ments from tombs tone ins crip tions in to spe ci fic ca te go ries. Im por tan -
tly, un der this de fi ni tion the an thro po nyms do not have coun terexam -
ples (Le roy, 2004, pp. 7–24).
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