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Abstract

This work is an attempt to highlight the specific features of nationally oriented
and transnational prose texts. Nationally oriented texts reflect history, culture and
identity of one nation (e.g. prose by Solzhenitsyn and Kristafek), transnational texts
compound two or more national culture codes (e.g. prose by Brezna, Kaminer,
Monikové and Skvorecky). The goal of this study is to identify specific difficulties in
the process of their translation and transfer of imagos, that is stereotypical images of
other identities. With the use of stylistic method, some typical ways of transmitting
these imagos in literary texts are demonstrated.

I. Introduction

There are different amounts of national cultural code features in
different types of literary texts. On the axis showing these conventio-
nal amounts, there can be found polar points with texts using a mini-
mum of these features and texts using these features as their basis of li-
terary expression. The first type of fiction talks about universal ques-
tions of being that do not depend on national specificities of culture.
The second type considers national questions as a central theme of the
narration. This type can in turn be divided into those that are characte-
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rized as nationally oriented, that is, rooted in one national culture, and
those that are characterized as transnational, compounding two or
more national culture codes.

This work is an attempt to highlight the specific features of natio-
nally oriented and transnational prose texts. The selected material are
texts by contemporary Slavic authors comprising the above-mentio-
ned features that have not been considered in this light before. The
goal of this study is to identify specific difficulties in the process of
their translation and transfer of monocultural and transcultural stereo-
types, or more precisely — imagos. In imagology studies, terms ‘stere-
otype’, ‘cliche’, ‘image’ and ‘imago’ are often used as synonymous
ones, but the term ‘imago’ can be considered as the most neutral and
precise one (Kasova 2014, 11-13). According to Lippmann (1997),
the term ‘stereotype’ is considered as a culturally-derived picture or
image in a person’s mind, passed from one generation to the next and
resistant to alteration. In this study, the term ‘imago’ is used to des-
cribe the image of another in his own, the form of a foreign one in the
home one, fixation of the first one in the second one. These imagos do
not reflect absolute reality, but become their own clichés and stereoty-
pes. They are created consciously (based on a particular event or infor-
mation) or subconsciously (by education, the environment) and show
cultural diversity - whether close or distant. The main task of imagolo-
gy is the effect and interpretation of imagos in their aesthetic, literary
and cultural contexts.

I1. Transfer of Monocultural Imagos in the Literary Translation

1. Russian nationally oriented prose (Solzhenitsyn’s Matryonin
Dvor)

The term ‘nationally oriented text’ with regard to fiction was intro-
duced by Milyutina in her work Natsyonalno orientirovannyi tekst de-
voted to Rasputin’s prose (2006, 8). Nationally oriented texts were al-
so identified and described in detail by Prokhorova and Vorontsova,
but these concerned mostly didactic and educational texts (1992,
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91-92). The main characteristics of a nationally oriented text relevant
for fiction are the following: a large amount of realia information and
its main function being to present and understand national traditions,
history and culture.

This term can be fully applied to prose by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
(1918-2008). His language is characterized by innovations: he intro-
duces a large amount of non-literary elements (archaisms, dialect
forms, vernacular, jargon, author’s own peculiar words) and he works
for “the maximum possible semantic and expressive filling of the
word, for its complication and transformation” (Urmanov 2000, 131).
The task of the translator in this case is to study all types of content in
an occasional word or phrase and reproduce them in the target lan-
guage as accurately as possible (see Knyaz’kova 2007; 2009).

Let us turn to one of the aspects of the writer’s literary language,
namely, an epithet in the story Matryonin dvor (1959) and its transla-
tions into Slovak (Matrionina chalupa, 1964) and English (Matryo-
na'’s House, 1971).

The story presents an image of the Russian village of the 1950s.
The exact epithets tell the readers what kind of Russia the narrator is
looking for: “MHe X0Ten0Ch 3aTeCcaThCs U 3aTEPIATHCS B CAMOU Hympsi-
noti Poccuu — ecnu Takas rue-to Obuita, sxmina” (MD, 112). After ex-
ploring the meanings of the adjective nympsnoii (meaning “most in-
ternal”) in the Dictionary of modern Russian literary language (1958,
VII, 1455) and Dahl’s Explanatory Dictionary of the Living Great
Russian Language, on which Solzhenitsyn relied when updating the
vocabulary of Russian literary language (Solzhenitsyn 1995), this
word gave us a sense of something contained deep inside, in the core,
and which, in addition, came from the soul and focused on the soul.
This epithet says that the old Russia remained only somewhere in the
hinterland and that only this Russia is spiritual and true.

Did the Slovak translator manage to convey what the author tells us
with the help of the epithet nympsnas Poccus? In the Slovak transla-
tion — “T0zil som sa zahrabat’ a stratit’ v srdci Ruska — ak také nieCo
niekde bolo, zilo” (MCh, 5) — there is no epithet at all, only the phrase
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“v srdci Ruska”. After checking the meaning of this expression in the
dictionary (SSJ 1963, 1V, 215), it appears that the use of the word
srdce (the concentration of spiritual life, located in the centre) practi-
cally corresponds to the original Russian. But the conversion of the
dialect lexeme into a literary one reduces its expressiveness. In addi-
tion, unlike the epithet nympsnou, which illuminates the noun Poccus,
the expression v srdci does not characterize Russia. Moreover, be-
cause the words srdce and Rusko belong to the neuter gender in Slo-
vak, the personification of Russia in the image of a Russian woman,
expressed by the verb orcua and being the basis of the Russia-Matryo-
na parallel, unfortunately does not remain. This can be achieved in
Slovak by using, for example, ruskad krajina.

It is important to emphasize that the English translation also uses
the lexeme heart: “I just wanted to creep away and vanish in the very
heartland of Russia — if there were such a place” (MH, 9).

The already presented image of the desired Russia is further deepe-
ned with the appearance of the next epithet konoosas:

A nanbiue nenslii kpait uaet nepesens: Yaciauusl, OBunuel, Cryauu, llleBepthu,
[IectumupoBo — Bce MOIIIyIIe, OT JKEJIe3HOW oporu rnojajie, k ozepaMm. Berpom
YCIIOKOEHHS MOTSHYJIO Ha MEHS OT 3TUX Ha3BaHMi. OHHM oOelanu MHE KOHO08YI0
Poccuro. (MD, 114)

The epithet kondosas is also perceived in this context. According
to the dictionaries mentioned above, the adjective can have direct
meanings of ‘strong’, ‘solid’, ‘excellent’, and ‘healthy’ and figurative
meanings of ‘ancient’ and ‘primordial’. Here, both figurative and di-
rect meanings are actualized, creating an image of Russia that stands
on its centuries-old past and has the power to resist Soviet political and
spiritual violence. The difficulty of transmitting all shades of the mea-
ning of such an epithet to a foreign language is undeniable. Consider
the Slovak translator’s solution: “A potom nasleduje plno dedin:
Caslice, Ovince, Sopka, Severtne, Sestimirovo — vietky panubohu za
chrbtom, d’aleko od Zeleznice, skdr smerom k jazeram. Dych pokoja
zavial na mia z ich nazvov. S'ubovali mi prapévodné Rusko” (MCh,
7). In the Slovak equivalent, the figurative meanings ‘primordial” and
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to some extent ‘ancient’ are realized, but such shades as ‘excellent’
and ‘healthy’ are lacking.

In the English translation, two adjectives are used to compensate
for the polysemy of Solzhenitsyn’s epithet: “And beyond it a whole
string of villages with names like Chaslitsy, Ovintsy, Spudni, Shevert-
ni, Shestimirovo — each one more remote than the next as they stret-
ched further and further away from the railway and nearer to the lakes.
The names wafted over me like a soothing breeze. They held a pro-
mise of the true, legendary Russia” (MH, 11-12).

The culture-specific epithets considered here remain dialectical in
form but realize the literary and artistic metaphor in meaning. Thanks
to this, they not only serve as a faithful background to the image of the
heroine and the described environment, but indirectly express the au-
thor’s vision of Russia. In translation, it is possible to realize only one
of the meanings, so the lost balance is restored by compensations.

2. Slovak nationally oriented prose (Kristiufek’s Dom hluchého)

The Slovak writer Peter Kristufek (1973-2018) was deeply in-
terested in the national identity question — a burning issue in Slovak li-
terature in the last three decades (Pynsent 1999; Chmel 1999). His
most translated novel, Dom hluchého (2012), can be considered as a
nationally oriented text.

Let us focus on the most important features of this novel and see
the translators’ strategies in its Czech (Diim hluchého, 2016) and En-
glish translations (The House of the Deaf Man, 2014) (see also
Knyaz’kova 2019).

Kristafek treats typical Slovak realia in untypical way — the words
and expressions for culture-specific material elements are used not to
add authenticity; quite the opposite, they appear as theatrical scenery:

V ten deil sa mal konat’ Salon, takze si pani Natalia nakoniec popoludni predsa len
pozicala personal z grofskeho kastiela. Kuchara a dve sluzky. Konal sa zvy€ajne v jej
milovanej Slovenskej izbe, kde nechybali valasky, vyrezavany malovany nabytok na
mieru, obrazy, sadrovy baca s ov¢iarskym psom a typicky breziansky kroj. (DH, 58)
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V ten den se mél konat Salon, takze si pani Natalia odpoledne nakonec pujcila
personal z hrabéciho zdmku. Kuchate a dve sluzky. Salon se obvykle konal v jeji milo-
vané Slovenské jizbeé, kde nechybély valasky, na miru vyrezavany malovany nabytek,
obrazy, sadrovy baca s ovcackym psem a typicky brezansky kroj. (DHCZ, 91)

As this was the day of Natalia’s regular salon, she had no choice but to borrow
domestics from the manor of the local count. A cook and two maids. She usually held
her salon in her beloved Slovak Room, replete with shepherds’ hatchets, custom-car-
ved folk-style wooden furniture, a plaster shepherd with a sheepdog and an example of
the local costume. (HDM, 59)

The translators’ strategies differ in the way they treat the Slovak
realia. The lexeme kastiel refers to one of the types of aristocracy
(mainly Hungarians) dwelling in Slovakia, which does not have an
equivalent in the Czech Republic. Treating the phrase slovenska izba
(‘Slovak room’) as a name, the Czech translator Petra Hilova has not
merely changed izba to the neutral Czech equivalent pokoj (‘room’),
but offered the obsolete jizba which is phonetically close to the Slovak
lexeme. Thanks to this compensation, the translator was able to show
that all these pieces of traditional culture served only as decoration.
The translator had to leave all the other realia in the text, because they
are familiar to Czech readers as specific items of traditional Slovak
culture. The English translators used the description method when
translating valasky, vyrezavany malovany nabytok and kroj, and the
generalization method when translating baca just as shepherd (see
Vlakhov —Florin 1980, 90-91). All these realia items are used to show
the artificiality of traditional Slovak national culture.

Kristafek was looking for true Slovakia, and an epithet he used to
describe the Slovak nation is holubici narod (DH, 387); this is rende-
red as narod holubic¢i (DHCZ, 583) in Czech and, more explicitly, as
nation of peace-loving doves (HDM, 443) in English. This very phrase
is frequently used by other Slovak writers, e.g. in the novel Die beste
aller Welten (which is analyzed below) by the Swiss-Slovak writer
Irena BrezZna.

The child narrator, which is another common feature of both no-
vels, gives the opportunity to show history from another point of view:
the Second World War and the tragic events of the communist period
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are perceived more as a game. Popular Slovak children’s games and
rhymes, which are culture-specific terms, are also brought to our at-
tention by Kristafek:

A ako sa pomaly na ceste predo mnou vynara nas stary dom, v hlave mi ako
ozvena znie detsky pokrik Cik-cik, domcek! Volali sme tak, ked” sme koneéne dobehli
do bezpecia. Bolo to zaklinadlo. Neucinné zaklinadlo. (DH, 15)

A jak se pomalu na cesté¢ pfede mnou vynoiuje nas stary dim, v hlavé mi jako
ozvéna zni détsky poktik c¢ik-cik, domecek! Tohle jsme volali, kdy jsme konecné
dobéhli do bezpedi. Bylo to zaklinadlo. Neu¢inné zaklinadlo. (DHCZ, 28)

As our old house gradually materializes in front of me, I hear the echo of us
children shouting cik-cik, domcek!, Home, home, our very own! We used to chant this
when we finally reached the haven of our house. It was our private spell. A spell that
didn’t work. (HDM, 9)

As he becomes older, Adam, the narrator, repeats this thyme every
time he returns to the house. This popular Slovak children’s rhyme
was indeed made into a kind of spell by Kristafek that he uses to refer
to the bond between his heroes and the family house. The idea of the
safety of the home, which this thyme should have symbolized, turned
out to be an illusion, as the house did not save the heroes from ending
their lives split up and lonely.

The Czech translator uses the method of literal translation by em-
phasizing the realia with italics. The English translators use a borro-
wing in italics followed by their own equivalent rhyme in English. The
next time this phrase is used in the text, the borrowing is used without
any translation or explanation.

When talking about traditions or the situation in Slovakia, the au-
thor refers to it as Europe or Central Europe, which is much more than
just the country. This corresponds with the ideas of another contempo-
rary Slovak writer, Pavel Vilikovsky, on Slovak national identity as
a part of Central European mentality that are expressed in his novel
Ever Green is... (1989), but which are probably most fully outlined in
his short story Everything I know about Central-Europeanism (with
a little friendly help from Olomouc and Camus) (1996) (see Knyaz’-
kova 2017a).
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Kristafek’s description of the narrator’s son’s origin turns out to be
a quintessence of the author’s ideas on the Slovak identity question:

V konecnom doésledku je moj syn Bony naozaj echt pravy Slovak, pretoze v jeho
tele koluje ¢eskd, mad’arska, nemecka, pol'skd, zidovska a nakoniec aj slovenska krv,
tak to ma byt. Stredoeurdopske cuvee. (DH, 34)

V konec¢ném dusledku je mdj syn Bony skutecné echt pravy Slovak, protoze
v jeho téle koluje eska, mad’arska, némecka, polska, zidovska a koneckoncti i sloven-
ska krev, tak to ma byt. Strredoevropské cuvee. (DHCZ, 54).

Ultimately that makes my son Bony an echt Slovak because in his veins there
flows Czech, Hungarian, German, Polish, Jewish and, not least, also Slovak blood. A
proper Central European cuvee. (HDM, 31)

In the Slovak text, two words are emphasized by the writer in ita-
lics: echt and cuvée. Both of them are clearly of foreign origin, but are
nonetheless used in Slovak. Using these foreign loanwords while cha-
racterizing the Slovak nation gives linguistic proof for the expressed
literary idea.

The English translation mostly has a familiarization function, and
the Czech one brings new ideas into old knowledge. The Slovak realia
in the English text are mostly reproduced with the method of borro-
wing followed by explanation and serve as exoticisms. For a Czech
reader these realia are familiar, though if read in Slovak, the whole text
of the novel would have been perceived as realia. That is why Slovak
borrowings in the Czech text reflect the author’s intention to depict
Slovak life not as it appears on the surface but what its real gist is.

3. The Transfer of Transcultural Imagos in Literary Translations

The prose of writers with Czech, Slovak or Russian roots who emi-
grated from their native countries for economic, political or other
reasons and who have created their works in their mother tongue or in
foreign languages can be referred to as transnational prose. A conclu-
sion was reached in some previous research that this genre has the fol-
lowing literary and philosophical typological features: it is autobio-
graphical, the national-cultural identity of the author and heroes is am-
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biguous, and it covers the problems of the integration of immigrants,
the transformation of cultural memory, and the correction of stereoty-
pes and value systems, together building a new type of national-cultu-
ral identity imago for the writer and the character of his works (Kotova
2014; 2016). The literary works, analysed in this study, always con-
cern the “East-West” issue (Ulbrecht — Ulbrechtova 2009) as they are
rooted in two cultures (Slavonic and Germanic). And through this op-
position, interpreted differently by each of the authors, the imagos of
both cultural identities are arised in the literary text.

From the stylistic and linguistic point of view in transnational
prose, as a rule, there is intertextuality in the form of semantic allu-
sions and foreign language insertions, which are included by the au-
thor in the text not only intentionally, as speech characteristics of the
actors, but also spontaneously in the author’s speech, exposing the
contradictory nature of the author’s system of expression, transformed
under the influence of a foreign language environment. That is why
their interpretation should contain intertextual analysis (Suhih 2018).
These two aspects, which are the most vivid linguistic embodiments
of national-cultural identities in transnational prose, must be conside-
red in more detail. Using literary translations of transnational prose for
analysis, evidence can be found of the uniqueness of a number of
methods of code-switching, which have been described from other
points of view by many researchers before (see e.g. Emelyanova
2019; Hostova 2017; Mares 2003; 2012; Rusan 2016f1).

II1. Transfer
1. Czech transnational prose

Works written in Czech or in the language of the author’s envi-
ronment (for example, German or English) can be referred to as Czech
transnational prose. Taking into account the results of the studies of
Czech identity by such researchers as Boldyreva (2017; 2018), Cmejr-
kova (2011), Furdal (2004), Khudyakova (2018), Korovitsyna (2011),
Kreisslova (2013), Pynsent (1994; 1999), Rusan (2016b), Vlachova
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and Rehakova (2004) and others, we can highlight here the most typi-
cal forms of the linguistic embodiment of Czech identity using the
examples of two works of transnational prose and their translations.

A) English insertions in the Czech text (Skvorecky’s PFibéh
inZenyra lidskych dusi)

English insertions in the Czech text of Skvorecky’s novel Piibéh
inzenyra lidskych dusi are presented either as English inserts or as
Czech graphics in accordance with Czech word-formation models, for
example:

“Pani Santnerova nemuze piijit, ma previous engagement” (SCzII, 152);
“Jsem zivouci stream of consciousness” (SCzll, 26);

“Byla sem atrly Sokt” (from utterly shocked) (SCzl, 144);

“Necrly sem byla enkses veder” (from naturally and anxious) (SCzI, 154).

English insertions in the Czech text are considered by Rusan, who
identified 953 examples of switching from Czech to English in her
study of the novel. According to her conclusions, firstly, the bilingua-
lism of the characters and the specifics of code-switching in this novel
are directly related to the author’s bilingualism (62% of all intra-
phrase switches within a phrase or a simple sentence are contained in
the author’s speech); secondly, the code switches represent units of
different levels of the English language (word, phrase, sentence, repli-
ca) in the Czech-language discourse; and thirdly, the specific function
of code-switching is the creation of the effect of communication in En-
glish (stylization of speech in English) (Rusan 2016a). In the English
translation of this Czech-language novel, English insertions are not
highlighted at all.

B) Czech insertions in the German text (Monikova’s Die Fassade)

Czech insertions in the German text of Monikova’s novel Die Fas-
sade are analyzed by Anna Boldyreva (2017; 2018). Two types of
Czech insertions are recorded in the novel. The first type was earlier
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written in German, but the author renders it in Czech, for example, Die
Babicka by Némcova (M, 209) (this was published in Germany in
1858 as a translation of the story Die Grofsmutter). This type includes
Czech works of art and names, which are important for the culture of
the Czech Republic, some household items that have parallels in the
German language, and geographical and historical names, the mea-
nings of which are characterized by a deeper connection with the
Czech Republic, for example: Sumava (M, 139) (German Der Boh-
merwald — a national forest in the mountain range that runs along the
border of the Czech Republic, Germany and Austria) and Zamek
Hlubokd (M, 139) (German Schloss Frauenberg —a Czech castle, first
mentioned in the 13th century). An important layer is the transfer of
Czech names and surnames. For example, the Czech spelling of the
name of the ancient Czech ruler, the wise princess who predicted the
construction and greatness of Prague, is Libuse (M, 34) (cf. Libussa or
Libuscha). Despite the presence of a German variant spelling of her
name, in the novel it appears with the Czech spelling. The first type al-
so includes other names that are important for Czech cultural memory,
such as Jaroslav Hasek, Leo§ Janagek, Jan Zizka, Svatopluk Cech,
Alois Jirasek, Bozena Némcova, Bedfich Smetana, Jan Amos Ko-
mensky, Karel Capek and others.

The second type of Czech insertions in the German text includes
untranslatable and untranslated realities and elements of cultural and
social life, for example: laskonka (M, 138) — traditional Czech and
Slovak cakes or cookies; poldrka (M, 99) — a flavour of ice cream in
the Czech Republic; deko (M, 137) —a measure of weight equal to ten
grams; the names of Czech and Slovak magazines, e.g. Mlada fronta
(M, 173), Lidova demokracie (M, 173), Prace (M, 173), etc.; and the
names of works of art, e.g. the 1965 Czechoslovak musical Kdyby tisic
klarinetii (English If a Thousand Clarinets) (M, 310).

The study of the literary translations of Skvorecky’s Czech-lan-
guage novel into English (SEng) and Monikova’s German-language
novel into Czech (MCz) leads us to a conclusion about the significant
losses that occur when transferring the semantic connotations of fo-
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reign insertions in the originals, which are often assimilated in the
translated texts (English insertions in the English translation, Czech
insertions in the Czech translation) since they are not highlighted by
the translators in the text.

2. Russian transnational prose (Kaminer’s Russendisko)

Wladimir Kaminer was born in Moscow in 1967 and moved to
Berlin in 1990. He published his first collection of short stories in Ger-
man, Russendisko, in 2000. All the events of this autobiographical
work concern the family or friends of Kaminer, thereby immersing the
reader in the period of the author’s youth. Kaminer writes in literary
German, avoiding the use of expressive and emotional vocabulary.

Let us look at some unexpected features of the Russian translation
of Russendisko. The first example is: “Die vielen Hdndler, die jede
Woche aus Moskau nach Westberlin und zuriick flogen...” (K, 9). In
the Russian translation, a different word — uennox (shuttle) — is used,
which refers to a specific profession of a person during the Soviet
Union who went back and forth with goods and sold them: “Bbnaryro
BecTh mpuHechu vernoxu...” (“The good news was brought by the
shuttles”’) (KRus, 5).

We next turn to an explication of the semantics of a German word
in the Russian translation of the following passage from another story
from Russendisko — Die russische Braut:

Kommt dir dein Leben langweilig vor? Bist du arbeitslos? Hast du Minder-
wertigkeitskomplexe oder Pickel? (K, 62)

Ecnmu Tebst yrHeTaeT 3enenas mocka, XpoHUUeckas 0e3paboTuIla, MpbIIIH
WM KOMIUIEKC HEIMOJHOLCHHOCTH — 3aBe/id ce0e PYCCKYI0 HEBECTY.
(KRus, 47)

[If you are depressed by green longing, chronic unemployment, acne or infe-
riority complex, get yourself a Russian bride.]

The translators of the Russian version use the phrase zerenas
mocka (green longing), which undoubtedly brings more colour to the
text and thus gives the reader the opportunity to imagine the real situa-
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tion. According to Ozhegov’s explanatory dictionary, the noun mocka
(longing) has a deeper connotative meaning than the lexeme ckyxa
(boredom): mocka — “mymeBHasl TpeBOTa, COSMUHEHHAS C TPYCTHIO;
yubsiHueM” (“mental anxiety, combined with sadness; despondency”)
(1983, 715); cxyka — “TOMJICHHE OT OTCYTCTBUSA JIejia WM HHTEpEeca
K okpyxaroriemy” (“yearning from a lack of business or interest in the
environment”) (646).

The translator of this sentence also adds new words to the end of
the phrase — “3aBequ cede pycckyro HeBecTy (“get yourself a Russian
bride”) — which are absent in the German-language original. The
translator’s stylistic purpose is the same: to enhance the expressive-
ness and concretization of the evaluation.

In many theoretical works of translation studies, it is noted that “in
translation, as a rule, the true meaning of the image is lost, the hint not
only does not give the reader a specific idea, but not even a general
concept of the subject” (Levy 1998, 135). However, in this case, the
opposite is true. The Russian translation turned out to be more expres-
sive and emotional, and the created images are even more vivid and
clear.

Thus, the hints, the understatements, the restraint of Kaminer’s text
are deciphered, unfolded, and retold by the translators — and this is an
important feature of the Russian mentality of translators as recipients
of Kaminer’s work: the desire to give a comment, explanation, recom-
mendation, or emotional assessment by actively participating and em-
pathizing.

3. Slovak transnational prose (Brezna’s Die beste aller Welten)

The writer and journalist Irena Brezna was born in Slovakia in
1950, and emigrated with her parents to Switzerland in 1968. The lan-
guage of Brezna’s works is German, but their subject matter always
touches on painful aspects of life in her native Slovakia: issues of emi-
gration and relations between peoples.
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Her first novel Die beste aller Welten (2008) (Slovak Na slepacich
kridlach, translated from the manuscript and published in 2007) pre-
sents the Slovak reality of the 1950s through a naive and at the same
time profound description of the daily life and personal experiences of
a teenage girl. The novel mentions various countries, cities, peoples,
their languages, and their rulers, but does not name them directly, im-
plying them in coded descriptions.

Es ist die Sprache unseres Brudervolkes, mit dem wir in einem Land zusam-
menleben. (BW, 61)
Jeto rec nasho bratského naroda, s ktorym zijeme v jednej krajine. (SK, 80)

Wir sind ein kleines Land mit einem groffen Freund. (BW, 126)
Sme mala krajina s vel’kym priatel’om. (SK, 168)

A Slovak reader of the book can easily decipher such states as Slo-
vakia, Czech Republic, Hungary, the Soviet Union, USA, Japan, Cu-
ba, Ukraine, and Germany, the cities of Bratislava, Tren¢in, and Buda-
pest, and various peoples and their languages.

In this regard, there are two questions: what is this technique used
for, and how is it perceived in the original text by the German-spea-
king reader? In the transnational novel, the author describes her life in
her first homeland while utilizing the language of her second home-
land. This is a common phenomenon among expatriate writers, based
on a conscious detachment from what was native and now feels like
a painful experience, to overcome the past in search of a new identity.
Brezna herself says, “Yes, I had to write about it in German, because
otherwise I would not have been able to do it at all — to pull memories
out of deep cells” (Hrdlickova 2012, 134-135). Thus, not only the
choice of a foreign language, from the point of view of the described
phenomena, but also the encrypted realia is a kind of euphemism for
the author for describing the negative load of the text.

As for the perception of the original German text, the writer herself
notes that the German book is more literary, more abstract, more fic-
tional (Hrdlickova 2012). In addition, the German text uses auxiliary
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lexemes to explain some insertions and realia (see also Knyaz’kova
2017b):

Als Grofvater jung war, ging er wie der Held Janko in die Welt. (BW, 54)
Ked’ bol dedko mlady, Siel do sveta ako Janik. (SK, 71)

IV. Conclusion

Despite the contradictions and differences between Russian prose
of the middle of the 20th century and Slovak prose of the beginning of
the 21st century, there are many common typological features resul-
ting from the national orientation of Solzhenitsyn’s and Kristufek’s
novels. Kristifek was not interested in ‘souvenir’ Slovakia but in true
Slovakia, just as Solzhenitsyn was looking for true Russia. Special
lexemes serving the carriers of this national cultural code represent
certain difficulties for a translator: either the inevitable losses should
be compensated for, or borrowings and explanations should be used.

Both transnational and nationally oriented works of fiction are
highly interested in the identity question and use different linguistic
means to investigate the notion of mentality and its reflection in a text.

Nationally oriented fiction uses different marked lexemes for this
purpose: archaisms, obsolete and dialect words, vernacular, jargon,
and realia words. The adequacy of the translation depends on how
close the target cultural code is to the original one. This means not so
much the proximity of the languages but rather that of the cultural and
historical experience. It is manifested in the translations of culture-
specific terms, so such lexemes as children’s thymes or wordplays are
casily translated from Slovak into Czech, but some historical terms
that have different backgrounds are more difficult to transfer, even
between such closely related languages. The situation is the same for
other pairs of languages; for example, the use of dialect lexemes has a
deep tradition in both Russian and Slovak literature, which means a
higher degree of adequacy in their transfer than in the translation of
jargon from Russian into Slovak, which has no tradition in works of
fiction.
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Transnational prose uses more foreign insertions and realia words.
Translation strategies differ regarding the target language. If the target
language coincides with the original’s culture code, then the transla-
tion is perceived as the original. If the target language differs, it deals
with two foreign cultural codes in one text. Such texts should thus be
interpreted on the basis of intertextual analysis before being transla-
ted.

Nationally oriented texts express a collective identity (Hostova
2017, 5-6) imago; accordingly, the translator’s goal is to present this
collective identity imago in the fullest possible way. However, trans-
national works are always a clash of two or more imagos of collective
identities, and the translator needs to convey the tension that arises
between them.
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