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Mitko B. Panov, Institutc of National History, Grigor Prlicev 3. 91000 Skopje, Republic of Macedonia.

After a series of Slav-Avar plunders up to the beginning of the 80s of the 6th
century, the territory of Macedonia, as well as the entire Balkan Peninsula became
an object of intensive Slav colonisation. By the mid-seventh century almost all of
the Balkan Peninsula was settled by the Slavs. This was also stressed by G. Ostro-
gorski, when he stated that even in "the first decades of the 7" century the face of
the Balkan Peninsula was thoroughly changed and that there was an overall ethnic
turn throughout this area. Almost all of the Balkan Peninsula was turned into Slav
countries”, i.e. into "Sklavinii".' Similarly, S. Antoljak maintained that the Mace-
donian Sclavinii that were located in "the near and further surroundings of Thessa-
lonica, had been an inexhaustible military source for various strategic operations of
the Slavs on the broad expanse of the Balkan Peninsula.” Such a viewpoint hold
both G. Litavrin and O. Ivanova, according to which "by the half of the 7" century
the settlement of the Slavs on the Balkan Peninsula was completed” and that re-
sulted into "formation of territorial areas of each tribal union of the Slavs".’

As a result of the Slav colonisation, the Byzantine rule on the Balkans was al-
most abolished. It "was paralyzed — Ostrogorski stressed — on the territory of the

'T.0 cTpOropckH., Busaumuja u Jyxcnu Caogenu, beorpan 1970, p. 9-10.

2C. Anto njak., Cpeonosexosna Makeoonuja, Cronje 1985, p. 144; 454-498.

'O.Upsanosa, .1 Jluras pun, Cragsre u Buzanmus, in: Pannegeodannuie cocyoapemea
na bankanax VI-X11 ss.. Mocksa 1985, p. 68
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entire Balkan Peninsula, from the Danube to the deep south of Greece".* Byzantium
managed to keep its positions only in several island and seaside towns like Con-
stantinople, Thessalonica, Tragurium (Trogir), Jadr (Zadar), Spalatum (Split), Ra-
gusa (Dubrovnik), Akruvium (Kotor), Butua (Budva), Dyrrachium (Durres) and
others.”

This viewpoint is confirmed by the reports from the "Chronicle of Monemva-
sia" where it is registered that the "Avars” (i.e. Slavs) in their attack in 584 con-
quered "all Thessaly and all Greece and Epirus Vetus, Aticus and Eubea".® The
same author writes that in the 587/88 year the Slavs even settled in the Pelopon-
nese, abolishing the local population.” Isidore of Seville, in his "Chronica Maiora"
also stated that in the 16" year of the government of the emperor Heraclius (610-
641) "the Slavs had taken over Greece from the Romans" (Sciavi Graeciam Ro-
manis tulerunt).8 Furthermore, the information from one Ermenian geography dat-
ing from the 7" century speak in favour of the fact that on the territory of Thrace,
Macedonia, Achaea, Dalmatia, etc. around 25 peoples, i.e. tribes of the name Slavi
lived there within this period.” Miracles of St. Demetrius of Thessalonica contains
information that the "Slav nation" by the second decade of the 7" century devas-
tated "many cities and regions" as "all the Thessaly, the surrounding islands, the

Hellades and Cyclades all of Achaea, Epirus., and the larger part of Illlyricum and

art of Asia".!" According to the report of Constantine Porphyrogenitus in the 8"
p g p piyrog

century even on the Peloponnese "the whole land was Slavinized and became bar-
baric” (EGOA0PON 8¢ Taow 1j xwpa kel yéyove PapPapoc).’’ The settlement

‘I'.Ocrporo p ¢k, Busanmuja u Jywcnu Cnosenu, p. 6.

' D. Obolensky, The Byzantine Commonwealth. Eastern Europe 500-1453, London 1971,
p. 52-53.

® Cronica di Momemvasia. Introducione, testo critico, traduzione e note a cura di I. Dujcev. Pal-
ermo 1976, p. 8 sq.

Cronica di Momemvasia, p. 8 sq. Ct. P. Lemerle, La Chronique improprement dite de Monem-
vasie. La contexte historigue et legendarie, REB, 21 (1963). p. 5-49; ldem, Les plus anciens recueils
des miracles de Saint Demetrius et la penetration des slaves dans les Balkans, Il Commentaire. Paris
1981, p. 62 sq.: k. Bari§ic¢. "Monemvasijska” hronika o doseljavanju Avaro-Slovena na Pelopone:
587, Godidnjak Naucno Drudtvo Bosne 1 Hercegovine, 1 Centar za Balkanoloska ispitivanja, 111, Sara-
jevo 1967, 95-109; 1. Koder, Arethas von Kaisareia und die sogenante Chonik von Monembasia, JEB,
25 (1976), p. 75-80.

Y Isidori lunioris episcopi Hispalensis  Historia  Gothorum, Wandalorum, Sueborum, ed.
Th. Mommsen, MGH. AA, X1, 1, 414 4, p. 479. According to the "Continuatio Hispana™ in the year
613 "Sclavi Grecjam occupant” (Ibid., 337;3.5).

° BH. 3narvapcku, Hacewasawe Cnosena na Baskanckom [ lonyocmpogy F3opanu
Hpouseedenus. 1. 1, Coduist 1972 p. 50.

P Lemerle, Les plus anciens recueils des miracles de Saint Demetrius et la penetration des
slaves dans les Balkans, 1. Le texte. Paris 1979, p. 175, § 179. About the penetration and settlements of
the Slavs in the territory of Albania see: M. V. Popovié¢, Byzantins Slaves et autochtones dans les
provinces de Prévalitune et Nouvelle Epire, in: Villes et peuplement dans 1 Hyricum rotobyzantine.
Actes du colloque organise par | Ecole francaise de Rome (Rome. 12-14 mai 1982). Rome 1984,
p- 181-243; b. lanos, Anbanyume oo V-XVI aex, in: lpurosu za nacmasama no ucmopuja 60
ocrosHomo u cpedremo oopasogarue, 3, Crottje 1995, p. 35-41.

' Constantino Porfirogenito, De thematibus, Introduzione, testo critico, commento a cura di
A. Pertusi, Studi e Testi 160, Citta del Vaticano 1952, 91, pp. 31-42.
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of the Slavs in the Peloponnese was confirmed also by the existence of the large
number of Slavonic place-names in this region.'2 Therefore, B. Grekov was right
when he stated that in the 6" and 7" century the Balkan Peninsula, with a few ex-
ceptions, became Slavic even by language."

Thus, Byzantium, in fact, lost the Balkan Peninsula. It, nevertheless, persisted
in retaining a fictitious sovereignty over the already lost Balkans. In the course of
the 7" century Byzantine did not succeed in forming military and administrative
units (themes) on the Balkans, as was the case with Asia Minor. This confirms the
fact that Byzantium had no real power in this period. In the 70s of the 7" century,
according to P. Lemerle, even the prefecture of Illyricum, the capital city of which
was Thessalonica, ceased to exist. The power of the prefect was limited only to the
city of Thessalonica."*

Byzantium began to lose its power on the territory of Macedonia at the end of
the 6" century, according to the information from the Ecclesiastical History of the
Syrian chronicler John of Ephesus. Namely, he reports of a lasting settlement of the
Slavs in the region of Thessalonica at the very beginning of the 80s of the 6" cen-
tury.” From 584'® onwards the City of Thessalonica was also exposed to constant
Slav and Slav-Avar sieges and attacks, as was explicated in the Miracles of St. De-
metrius of Thessalonica." Although Thessalonica was not conquered by the Slavs,

" According to the investigations made by D.Georgacas in the region of the Peloponnese, the sla-
vonic place-names were so frequent, that could be found in every three miles distance (D.Georgacas,
Place and other names in Greece of various Balkan origins, Zeitschrift fur Balkanologie, Bd. III
(1965), p. 77. D. Georgacas, W. A, McDonald, Place Numes of Southwest Peloponesus. Ath-
ens 1967, p. 15). Simillary conclusions were made by other scholars. See: M. Vasmer, Die Slaven in
Griechland, Berlin 1941: ). Koder, Zur Frage der slavischen siedlungsgebiete im mitielalterlichen
Griechenland, Byzantinische Zeitschrift, 71 (1978), p. 315-331; A. A. Bencuxuit, Craeanckas
mononunsusi ['peyuu, in: Hepcnexmusor pazgumust caassiuckott onomacmuxu, Mocksa 1980, p. 266 sq.;
Ph.Malingoudis. Studien zu den slavischen Ortsnamen Griechenlands, 1. Die slavischen Flur-
namen der messenischen Mani,. Mainz — Wiesbaden 1981: Idem, Toponymy and history. Observa-
tions concerning the Slavonic toponymy of the Peloponnese, Cyrillomethodianum, VII (1983),
p. 99-112.

“b.J1. UCpexkon, Hzbpansie mpyost, I, Mocksa 1957 p. 33.

“P.Lemerle, Invasions et migrations dans les Bulkans depuis la fin de I epoque romaine
Jusqu'au VI siécle, Revue historique, 211 (1954), p. 268 and n.1: I'. Ocrtporopckn. Hemopuja
Busanmuje, beorpan 1969. p. 146.

" A lbskonos. Hzeecmust Hoanna Ogpeckoeo u cuputickux xponux o caassnax VI-1il
sexos, BJIH. 1. 19406, p. 32 sq: H. B. Ilurynescas, Cupuuckas xponuxa V1 6. o crasshckux npemenax
8 bauxcnun Boemok, Buzanmus, caassne. Jleunurpan 1976, p. 150.

“@® bapumuk. Uyoa JHusumpuja Coayuckoe kao ucmopucku uzgopu. beorpan 1953,
p. 49-55.

" For the different interpretation of the chronology of the "Miracles of St. Demetrius of Thessa-
lonica” concerning the Slav and Slav-Avar sieges to Thessalonica, see: ®. bapuuiuk, Yoa
Husmumpuja Coaynckoe kao ucmopucku uzeopu, beorpaj 1953, p. 49 sq; B. Grafenauer, Kronoloska
vprasanja selitve juinih Slovanov ob podatkih spisa Miracula D. Demetrii, Zbornik fil. fak. u Ljubl-
Jani, 2, (1955). p. 36 sq.: A. by pmos, Caassanckume nanadenus cpewyy Conyu ¢ ,, Uyoecama nu Ce.
Husumep ™ u msxnama xpononoeus, in: Hzopanu npouzeedenus, 1. 1, Codust 1968, p. 95 sq.
P.Lemerle, Les plus anciens recueils des miracles de Saint Demetrius et la penetration des slaves
dans les Balkans, 11: Commentaire, Paris 1981, p. 13 sq.
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nevertheless, its entire surroundings at only 10 km distance,'® as well as the remain-
ing territory of Macedonia were settled by Slav tribes by the 30s of the 7" century.
According to the Miracles, in the second decade of the 7" century the city of Thes-
salonica "stood surrounded" by the Slav settlements and that by the beginning of the
30s of the 7" century "The Slav people lived in the vicinity of Thessalonica", those
Slavs "that had settled" near the city.'® This was also confirmed by the results of the
archaeological finds from various localities.”” According to D. M. Metcalf there
was reduced output of coins from the Thessalonica mint from the 80s of the 6"
century, and that no coins were minted after 629, linking it with "the Slavonic set-
tlement of Illyricum and the widespread loss of Byzantine political control". 2
Consequently, in the course of this period several Sclavinii, which, in fact, rep-
resented the territories of the separate Macedonian Slav tribes, were created on the
territory of Macedonia.”> The Miracles of St. Demetrius of Thessalonica also denote
the names of most of the Macedonian Slav trnbes which by the second decade of the
7" century™ and in the 70s of the same century were united into large tribal unions
with the main purpose to abolish the Byzantine rule from the city of Thessalomca
and to create their own Slav state in Macedonia. From the available authentic data’’
it is possible to notify the names, as well as the territories that were settled by sepa-

" According to P. Lemerle, by the second decade of the 7*" century, the Slavs had taken the large
part of Macedonia coming only to the 10 km distance from Thessalonica (P. Lemerle, Les plus anci-
ens recueils, 11, p. 133-134.

" Documents on the Struggle of the Macedonian People for Independence and a Nation-State,
Skopje 1985, p. 32-33.

D M. Metcal f, The Slavonic Threat to Greece ca. 580. Some Evidence from Athens, Hes-
peria XXXI/2, 1962, p. 134-157; Idem, The Aegean Coastlands under threat. Some coins and coin
hoards from the reign of Heraclius, The Annual of the British School at Athens, N 57, London 1962,
p. 14-23; Idem, The mint of Thessalonica in the Early Byzantine period, in: Villes et peuplement dans |
Illyricum rotobyzantine. Actes du colloque organise par 1 Ecole francaise de Rome. (Rome, 12-14 mai
1982), Rome 1984, p. 111-128; M. V. Popovi¢, La descente des Koutrigours, des Slaves et des
Avares, vers la Mer Egée: Le témoignage de l'archeologie, in: Academie des inscriptions et Belles-
lettres. Comtes Rendus, Paris 1978, p. 612 sq.; [dem, Aux origines de la Slavisation des Balkans: La
constitution Macedoniennes vers la fin du VI siecle. Comptes rendus de 1 Academie des Inscriptions et
Belles-Lettres, Paris 1980, p. 243 sq.; b. [Tanos, Cpeornosexosria Maxedomya, 11}, Cronje 1985,
p. 17-18; b. Anekcosa, Enuckonujama na bpezaanuya, llpunen 1989, c. 65 sq.

' D.M. Metcalf, The mint of Thessalonica in the Early Byzantine period, p. 127-128.

M V. P opovicé, La descente des Koutrigours, des Slaves et des Avares, vers la Mer E‘gée,
p. 630 sq.; C. AuTtonjak, Cpednosexosna Maxedonuja, 1, Ckonje 1985, p. 153-154; b. llanos,
Cpeonosexosrna Maxeoonuja, lll, p. 31 sq.; O. Usanosa, . I. Jlutaspuu, Crassne u Buzaumus,
p. 65 sq.

%P Lemerle, Les plus anciens recueils, 1, p. 175, § 179: twv dpoyoufiiwv, Bereye(ntwy,
Barovvntwy, BeplnTwy, xa1 Aornwy 'ebBvov.

* Ibid., p. 209. 14-221. 11, § 232-281; p. 209 ,,Tov Ztpupwvoug TxAdPoug...tov "Puyyivou
kol Layovdatoug” ,£10voug Twv ApoyouPitwv.”

» Yoannis Cameniatae, De excidio Thessalonicensi, apud Theophanes Continuatus, ed. Bonn,
p. 490-496: | Apouyoufitai Tiveg kot Layouddtol”. For other documents where the names of the
Slav tribes are mentioned see: Busanmucku uszgopu 3a ucmopujy napooa Jyeocnasuje, t. 1, beorpan
1955, p. 186 sq.; P. A. HacnenoBsa, /[ee suzanuiickue xponuxu X sexa, Mocksa 1959, p. 218, n. 6
sq.. C. Anronjak, Cpednosexosna Makedonuja, I, p. 127 sq.
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rate Slav tribes in Macedonia. The tribe of the Draguviti lived west of Thessalonica.
The Sagudati had settled nearby, in the Thessalonica plain. The Velegizit lived in
Thessaly, around the cities of Thebes and Demetriada. In South Epirus, north of the
bay of Arta the Vojuniti were located. In the vicinity of the Sagudati, on the Chal-
cidice Peninsula, on the shores of Orfan bay the Rinhini tribe had settled. The
Strumjani were along the course of the river Struma, and the Smoljani along the
river Mesta. The territory of the tribe Berziti extended between the present-day cit-
ies of Veles, Prile}), Bitola, Kicevo, Debar, Ohrid, also including Prespa, i.e. in
West Macedonia.™ Certainly, other tribes existed as well, but their names are not
cited in the sources.”’

Although the Macedonian Slav tribes did not succeed in colonizing the City of
Thessalonica and uniting into a Macedonian Slav state, Byzantium, however, until
the first half of the 9" century failed to impose permanent and stable control over
the territory of Macedonia.”®

As a result of the Slav colonisation on the territory of Macedonia, in the course
of the period from the end of the 6" to the mid-8" century there were radical ethnic
changes. Excluding the city of Thessalonica, the entire territory of Macedonia was
dominated by the Slav ethnos. Even before the settlement of the Slavs in Macedo-
nia, the original inhabitants had been dispersed. During the Slav-Avar attacks (until
the 80s of the 6" century), and especially in the course of the Slav colonization, a
large part of the natives, of which the Macedonians were the largest, were either
slaughtered or enslaved by the Slavs and the Avars, as Theophylactes of Ohrid re-
ported in his "Hagiography of the Tiveriopolis Martyrs". Namely, he stated that the
Avars and the Slavs, failing to take over the city of Thessalonica, had penetrated
into "the areas around Tiveriopolis (Strumica)", moreover, "some of the inhabitants
they had slaughtered with a sword, and the others they had imprisoned".”” This is
also confirmed by John of Ephesus, as he reported that while settling the Thessalo-
nica region, besides slaughtering and plundering, the Slavs also "took prisoners".30
Furthermore, according to the Miracles of St. Demetrius of Thessalonica during the
sieges ot Thessalonica, the Slavs and the Avars had enslaved the inhabitants from
its vicinity, as well as the citizens that were found outside the City walls.”

6 - - . . .
“p Koledarov, Zur Frage der politischen und ethnischen Veranderungen auf dem Balkan

im 7. Jahrhundert, Etudes historiques, 1X, Sofia 1980, p. 72 sq.; O. B. UBanosa, Hekamopoie
80NPOCHl EKOHOMUMECKO020 paszgumusn craein 6 doaunax Cmpysmer u Bapoapa e VI-VIII se., in:
Dopmuposanue panHedeodanohbl XcAassiHekux napoowocmen, Mocksa 1981, p. 217-218: O. B.
WUsawosa, I I'. Jluraspuit. Crassne u Buzanmua, p. 57 sq.. C. Autonjak. Cpednosexosna
Maxeoonuja, 1. p. 114 sq.. b. [Mau o8, Cpedrosexosna Maxedonuja, 111, p. 1 sq.. Idem, Cozdasarve
U pazeon HA MAKeOOHCKAMA CPeonosekosHa opxcasd. in. [lpedasaiva 00 XNV merviapooen
cemunap 3a Makedoncku jazux, aumepamypa u kvamypa, Cronje 1995, p. 137 sq.

" The report from the Miracles where the anonymous authors mention "other tribes” could be
connected with the existence of other tribes, which are not denoted in this source, and most probable were
in a greater distance {rom Thessalonica (P. Le merle, Les plus anciens recueils, 1, p. 175, § 179).

*B. llauon . Cpeonosexosrna Maxedonuja, 111, p. 20.

* Fontes graeci historiae Bulgariae 1X. 11. Codus 1994, p. 62.

Y Documents on the Struggle of the Macedonian People, p. 22-23.

*bid., p. 22 sq.
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The fact that the native Macedonians used to be the majority of the population
even before the settlement of the Slavs in Macedonia is confirmed by several con-
temporary sources.”” Those scholars, however, who hold the viewpoint that after the
abolition of the Macedonian state by the Romans at the mid-2nd century B.C., the
ancient Macedonian had totally disappeared as a nation, are wrong.'h F. Papazoglu,
however, is right when he emphasises, that although the Macedonian state was
abolished during the Roman rule, "the Macedonian people did not vanish: they
continued to exist within the frames of the new political community — the Roman
state, preserving their ethnic distinctions, their language, their faith and customs”.*
G. Kurbatov also stressed that in the Early Byzantine period "on the territory of
Macedonia lived Macedonians — numerous people for a long time submitted to the
hellenisation and romanisation".”” P. Koledarov approves that the ancient Macedo-
nians existed until the 6" century AD when they were assimilated by the Slavs.*

Moreover, the fact that during the Roman rule the Macedonians were the
dominant inhabitants of Macedonia was confirmed from different sources.’” The
fact that Macedonians stiil existed in the Roman period is also confirmed by Dexip.
who lived in the 3rd century, when he pointed out that the "Macedonians”
(Moaxkedovwv) lived in Macedonia.*® The same was emphasised by Eusebius (end
of the 3rd century — beginning of the 4" century), stating that "the Macedonians”
(Maxedévwv)” in the course of this period were the majority of the population in
Macedonia. These authentic data are also confirmed by several epigraphic monu-
ments dating from this period.* Recently according to the inscriptions found in
Macedonia, Ph. Petsas concluded that the Macedonian nation was "still alive five
centuries after the subjugation” from the Romans in 4" century AD.*' The ancient

“'M. B. Panov, Thessalonica, Its Joundation and the First Comacts with the Slavs, Macedo-
nian Review, I, Skopje 1992, p.7-8.

' Most of the scholars in their studies describing the demographic situation in Macedonia and the
Balkans as a whole in the pre-Slavonic period, showed the existence of the Thracians, [yrians, Greeks,
but they avoid to recognize the existence of the Macedonians. B. Tenkosa-3aumosna, /o usxou
gvnpocu 3a emuudeckume nposenu wa bankanume npes Vi-1'll e, Wisectus na wmnenirryra sa
ucrophs, 12, Codust 1963.7 75 sq.. JI. Aurenon, Odpazysane na 6vrcapckama napoonocm. Codust
1981 and others.

Y. Manaszorny. Maxedoncku »padosu y pumcko doda, Cxoitje 1957, p. 4

"I Ky6patos, Odpazosanue Buzanmuu. Tepumopusi, npupoousie veaogus u nacenenue,
In.: Hemopust Buzanmuu, 1, Mocksa 1967, p. 72.

“I1. C. Konenapon, Hvemo Makedonus ¢ ucmopuueckama ceozpadhus, Coduist 1985,
s. 18, 205.

Y The Greek New Testament, Fourth revised edition, 2nd print. Stuttgart 1994, 16, 9, p. 470-471;
27.2.

" Dexippi atheniensis fragmenta ex * XPONIKH I ZTOPIA", ed. F. Jacoby, FGH, Il A, 5, fr.
27 (20): pp. 470, 24-472.9.

¥ Eusebii, Fragmenta,ed. F. Jacoby, FGH, I A_ 1, fr. 1-2: pp. 480, 13-482, 1.

40 Inscriptiones Graecae. Epiri, Macedoniae, Thraciae, Schythive. Consilio et auctoritaie aca-
demiae scientiarum germanicae editae, pars 11 Inscriptiones Macedoniae, Fasciculus I Inscriptiones
Thessalonicae et Viciniae. Ed. C. Edson. 3erolini MCMLXXII.

“'Ph. M. Pctsas, Mritep Ocwv altéxBuwv. Unpublished manumission inscriptions from Ma-
cedonia.- Ancient Macedonia, 111. Thessaloniki 1983, p. 243.


I.fr

ON THE SLAV COLONIZATION AND THE ETHNIC CHANGES IN MACEDONIA 29

Macedonians as the ma|or|ty people in Macedonia continued to exist in the early-
Byzantine period (4"- oo century). The works of the Latin authors from this period
like Sextus Aurelius Victoris (beginning of the 4™ — mid 4" ¢.),* Ammlanus Mar-
celinus (c.a 333-c.a 400)"”, Claudius Claudlanus (last decades of the 4 - beginning
of the 5" ¢. )," Paulinus Nolanus (mid-4" - first decades of the 5" c.),* Fredegarius
(7"' c. )4(’ clearly shows that the ancient Macedonians (Macedonas, Macedonum,
Macetum, Macedo, natione Macedonum) still lived in Macedonia in the 45t cen-
tury and during this period played an important political role in Byzantine Empire"’

The information from the Ecclesiastical History by Sozomen (end of 4" 1o
mid-5" century), speaks in favour of this, denoting that "the Macedonians”
(Makeddveg) were the largest population by number in Macedonia.** Moreover,
Theodorit from Cyrrhensys (387-457), in his description of the city of Thessalonica,
designated that this large and densely populated city "belonged to the Macedonian
people” (e1c pev to Makedévwv €tOvog terevoa).”” The fact that the
"Macedonians” (Makeddvwv) were the largest population by number in Macedonia
is also confirmed by Zosim, who lived in the second half of the 5t century.50

The Macedonians as the majority of the population in Macedonia, were also
mentioned in the Miracles of St Demetrius of Thessalonica, where Jovan, the
archbishop of Thessalonica, describing the second Slav-Avar siege of the city in
586, stressed that "if one was to imagine them in a heap, not only the Macedonians
gathered in Thessalonica, but also the Thessalians and the Achaeans, then we would
not even have a small part of those that besieged the city from the outside”. Further
on, he reported that the city had been saved thanks to the "courage of the Macedo-
nians" (6 t6 Bdapoog toig Maxedéoiv).” After the Slav colonization. the city of

* Sexti Aurelii Victoris Liber de Caesaribus. Praecedunt Origo gentis Romanse et Liber de vis
illustratibus wrbis Romae, subsequitur Epitome de Caesaribus, recensuit Franciscus Pilchlmayr, Lip-
siae 1911, 29, 1; 33, 3, pp. 107,.22; 10824 =109;3 7.4.

A Marcellini Rerum gestarum libri qui supersunt. Recensuit rhythmiceque distinxit, C. U.
Clark, I-I1, Berolini 1910-1915. 8, pp. 405/¢- 407,4.

“C.Claudiani Carmina, recensuit Theodorus Birt, MGH AA, X, Berolini 1892. XX, 146-
150, pp. 101: XX VI, 164-181, pp. 266.

¥ W. Hartel, P. Nolani Opera, Corpus scriptorum ecclesiasticorum Latinorum, XX1X-
XXX, Wien 1894, XVII, 193.

* B. Krusch, Chronicorum quae dicuntur Fredegarii scholastici libri IV, Hannover 1888,
MGH, Scriptores rerum merovingicarum, 11, 57, pp. 78,-7%3.

7 For the ethnic structure of Macedonia during the period from 4" Century B.C. till 5" Century
A.D. sce: Hemopyja na Maxedonckuom napod, 1,Cronje 2000, p. 231-239

* Sozomen, Historia Ecclesiustica. Patrologia cursus completus. Series Graeca, Ed. J.P.Migne,
Paris 1864, LXVII, 1-2, col. 864 B; 873 A, 16, col. 1417 A-B.

* Theodoretus Cyrrensis, Historia ecclesiastica, Pawrologia cursus completus, Series Graeca, Ed.
1. P.Migne, Paris 1864, LXXXIL, 21, col. 1232 A.

S 7osimi comitis et exadvocatus fisci historia nova. Editio . Bekker; CB (Bonnae 1837), 17,
pp. 208, 20-211.21.

U P Lemerle, Les plus anciens recueils, 1, p. 128 sq.: el y&p p1j pévov téuc Makedovag
‘amovtag, orrid kol Otooaiols kel Ayaiolg Umobeité Tig owpnddév €@ Oeooaiovikn
vikadte cuvnBpolopévoug, 6udE To ToAAooTSv pépog Twy €Ewbev mepLoToLYLOTAVTWY T1jV
ALY €Ty xavov.”
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Thessalonica was still referred to as "the first of the Macedonians” (nTpwtog Twv
MakedSvwv), as John Camentinae stated at the beginning of the 10" century;” and
moreover, the Macedonians (Makedévwv) were also mentioned by Constantine
Porphyrogenitus.53 Although the city of Thessalonica remained the sole Byzantine
base on the territory of Macedonia, under the influence of its pure Slavic surround-
ings had gradually been Slavinized, so that by the mid-9" century, as the Emperor
Michael III had declared "all the people of Thessalonica speak pure Slav" (aa
CEJIOYNANHUE BbCH YUCTO CNOBENBLCKBI Becbaotors).” The process of this infiltration
of the Slav elements in Thessalonica most probably began from the first decades of
the 7" century. The Miracles contain information that while preparing the third and
the fifth attack, the leaders of the Slavs, Hacon and later Prebond, spent some time
in Thessalonica and even found shelter from the "prominent” citizens.” In that
sense, the viewpoint of G. Litavrin and O. Ivanova is quite convincing, when they
point out that even in the second half of the 7" century in the city of Thessalonica
"there already lived Slav inhabitants” who had settled among there by trade or by
other relations between the citizens of Thessalonica and the Slavs from the sur-
rounding settlements.*®

Pertaining to the fate of the native Macedonian population, after the settlement
of the Slavs in Macedonia, this issue has not been clarified by the scholars yel.57
This, first of all, is due to the deficient and biased authentic data (written or mate-
rial). Nevertheless, on the basis of the avatlable sources, it can be notified that a
large number of Macedonians, especially the richer families, fleeing before the
"barbarian army", had found shelter in the fortified seaside cities, like Thessalonica,
and on the islands.”™ Also, many Macedonians had permanently left Macedonia and
settled mainly in Thrace, around the city of Adrianople, and after those settlers later
on the entire area, as P. Koledarov indicates, was called "Macedonia", which by the
end of the 8" century was formed by Byzantium as a separate theme, named
"Macedonia”.”® Those natives, however, that had not left their birth places and

) Cameniatae, De exidio Thessalonicensi, 3, pp. 489, 5-490, 17-490 5. Documents on the
Struggle of the Macedonian People, |, p. 71 and n. 286. This term is wrongly translated as "The first
town in Macedonia” by P. A. Hacnenosa, Jee eusanuiickue xponuxu X eexa, s.160 and also {rom
M. Bojnos, Mpyxu useopu 3a 6vazapckama ucmopust, V, Codms 1964, p. 19.

B . Porfyrogennitus, De administrando imperio, ed. Gy. Moravesik, R. 1. IL Jenkins,
Budapest 1949, 6, p. 91, 31-42, 84, -89, 9.

" A. Tonopors-banany, Kuput u Memoou, 7. 1, Cofus 1920. p. 88: Cf. b. [lanos,
Cpeonosexosna Maxedonuja, 111, p. 140,

P, Lemerle, Les plus anciens recueils, |, p. 179. 4-16, § 193; p. 209. 7-18, § 231, 232,
p- 209.29-31, § 235.

®O WUsawowa. . I Jluraspun, Crasane u Buzannius, p. 74, 82.

7' b. Hanos, Cpednosexosna Maxedonja, 111, p. 7 sq.. JL Cnasecka, Emnocenesa na
maxedorckuom napoo. Koumunyumem u mpaduyuja, Cromje 1992, p. 27 sq.

* The Miracles contain information about the "Christian refugees” that found shelier in the city
of Thessalonica, and the refugees from various regions and cities (P. Lemerle, Les plus anciens
recueils, 1, p. 175, § 179; p. 227. 18-228, 6, § 284.

L Konenapos. Odpasyeare na mema ,, Maxkedonus” ¢ Tpaxus, Ussectis na Mncturyra 3a
Hcropus, 21,.Codus 1970, p. 226 sq.; idem, Humemo Maxedonus ¢ ucmopuseckama ceoepaghus. p. 18.
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submitted to the Slavs, after the abolition of the Byzantine rule, were granted free-
dom and as equal citizens lived together with the Slavs in the newly-created Slav
rural settlements. A small part of the ancient Macedonians, who mostly were either
Romanized or Hellenized, withdrew to the Macedonian mountains and, hence, pre-
served their ethnic marks: the language, the customs, their culture etc. Hence, the
Vlachs are considered to be their remnants.”’ Although they were first mentioned by
John Skylitzes in 976,°" a large number of them lived on the territory of Macedonia
in the Middle Ages.”” Recently F.Malingoudis from the linguistic analysis of the
toponym "ZouPdeAita” near Thessalonica, connoted by Constantine Porphyrogeni-
tus,” differently from other scholars™ concludes that this term is most probably the
oldest evidence of the past of the history of the Vlachs. According to him this topo-
nym proves that in the time of the settlements of the Slavs in Macedonia they found
the "romanized autochthonous" in the region around Thessalonica.”

After the Slav colonization, as a result of the dominance of the Slav ethnos in
Macedonia, there were fundamental changes in the naming of separate towns and
rural settlements, the mountains, rivers, lakes, various places etc. Some of that re-
ceived pure Slav names, while the others were Slavinized. For example, the follow-
ing cities received pure Slav names: Strumica (former Tiveriopolis), Ohrid
(Lihnidos), Raven (Armonia), Ki€evo, Debar etc., as well as the villages: Banista,
Brostica, Gorenci, Vapa etc. Many Macedonian rivers received pure Slav names,
like: Vardar, Strumica, Sateska, then the Ohrid Lake, the mountain Korab and oth-
ers. Slavinized names received: Skopje (Skupi), Bregalnica (Bargala), Solun
(Thessalonica), Kostur (Castoria), as well as the rivers Struma (Strimon), Bregal-
nica (Bargala) etc.”®

The contacts between the Slavs and the native Macedonians, which were pres-
ent during the peaceful period, were intensified in time. This was due, to a great
extent, to the cult of St. Demetrius, which as a merge between paganism and Chris-

® B Mauos, Cpednosexosna Maxedonuja, 1H, p. 380, n. 34; 463; According  to

D. Dvoichenko-Markov the Vlachs spoke "the lingua Romana, whence sprang Viak. the Romanian-
Macedonian language” (D. Dvoichenko-Markov, The Vlachs: The Latin speaking population of
Eastern Europe, Byzantion, LIV/2 (1984), p. 518).

oL Sc ylitzae Synopsis Historiarum, rec. 1. Thurn. B.; N.Y. 1973, p. 329, 80.

® For details see: . . Jlutan puH, Braxu suzanmuuckux ucmourkoe X-XIII se, in:
f0z060cmounan Eepona & cpednue eexa, 1, Kniunnes 1972, p. 91-138: B. J. Tpukocku-Tpnky,
Bracume na baakanom, Crorje 1986.

®' Constantini Porphyrogeniti De cerimoniis aulae byzantine, rec. 1. 1. Reiske, Bonn 1829, 1,
s. 634-635.

* P_ Schafarik the term "ZouBdeiita” connect with the "Zayoudator” (P. Schafarik, Slav-
ische Althertumer, Bd. I1. Leipzig 1847, p. 194).

® & Manuu ryauc, Cragano-epeveckun cumbuos 6 Buzanmuu 6 ceeme mononumuu,
Busanrniickuit Bpennnk, 48. Mocksa 1987, p. 44 sq.

%p Koledarov, Zur Frage der politischen und etnischen Veranderungen auf dem Balkan im
7. Jahrhunder:, Etudes historiques, IX, Sofia 1980. p. 72 sq.; b. Ilanon, Cpednosexosna
Maxeoonuja, 111. p. 506-507; I1. X. Unuescku., Ocmamoyu 00 npedcnogenckama mononumuja 6o
Maredonuja, In: Apxeonourka kapra ua Peny6nuxa Maxenonuja, 1. 1. Cxonje 1994, p. 180 sq.
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tianity, had quickly spread among the Slavs. Hence, in the 30s of the 7" century
during the peace period, which contributed to the stabilization of their mutual rela-
tions, as was indicated in the Miracles, the Slavs from the vicinity of Thessalonica
“announced with songs" and "with joy" the miracles performed by St. Demetrius.®’
Hence, although the native Macedonians, as a minority, were gradually assimi-
lated by the Slavs, with the symbiosis that was developed between them, the Slavs
adopted a lot of their customs and culture, as well as the name of the native Mace-
donians and the name of their new homeland — Macedonia, terms which from the
8" century had imposed upon the Byzantine and Latin authors.®® From the 8" cen-
tury they were called "Macedonian Sclavinii”. The Sclavinii were also named by the
Byzantine and other authors after the names of the tribes as "Berzitia", Sagudatia”,
"Dragovitia”, etc. Until the mid-9™ century they existed outside the frames of Byz-
antium and Bulgaria, hence, from the 8" century growing into half-state formations
(Slav princedoms). From the second half of the 7" century attempts were made to
unite the associated Slav tribes into a state with the Rinhinian prince Prebond at
their head. Although Byzantium did not allow that, the Sclavinii continued to be
governed by their, own tribal leaders and to resist the frequent Byzantine and Bul-
garian attacks until the middle of the 9" century. As a result of the more than two
centuries-long existence of the Macedonian Sclavinii as independent and half-
independent Slav princedoms, a permanent and compact Slav ethnic territory was
established in Macedonia, which in the second half of the 10" century became a
basis for the creation and the establishment of the new Slav state on the Balkans,
known as Macedonian or Samuel's state after the founder of the royal dynasty.°9

O KOLONIZACIJI SLOWIANSKIEJ I PRZEMIANACH ETNICZNYCH W MACEDONII
W KONCU VI W PIERWSZEJ POLOWIE VII WIEKU

Streszczenic

Jednym ze zrodet ukazujacych stosunki etniczne na ziemiach macedonskich w VI-VII w, jest ut-
wor Meczenstwo $w. Dymitra Solusiskiego. Na podstawie zawartych w nim informacji mozna wnios-
kowa¢, ze juz na poczatku VIl wicku okolice Tessalonici byly zamicszkane przez plemiona
slowianskie i zeslawizowane. Wyjatkiem pozostawato samo miasto i jego najblizsze otoczenie w pro-
mieniu 10 km. Anonimowy autor wymienil nazwy zamieszkalych w poblizu plemion slowianskich.
I tak, na zachod od miasta zamieszkiwali Dragowicze, w bezposrednim za$ jego sasiedztwic Sagu-
daticze. W Tessalii w okolicach Teb i Demetriady micszkali Welegiziticze, w poludniowym Epirze, na
polnoc od Artu — Wajuniticze, na pélwyspie Chalkidiki — Rinchini, nad Strumg — Strumjanicze. nad
Mesty — Smoljanicze. W zachodnicj Macedonii. migdzy miastami Weles, Prilep, Bitola, Kigevo, Debar,

" Documents on the Struggle of the Macedonian People, 1, p. 33.

% Theophanis Chronographia, ed. C. de Boor, 1. Lipsiae 1883, p. 430, 21-22: "Tda¢ xatd tiw
Maxedoviav TxAauviviag”; Anastasius Bibliothecarius, Chronographia Tripertita, ed. C. de Boor, I1.
Lipsiae 1883, p. 282, 20-21: "Sclavenians penes Macedonijam™.

“ C. Auronjak., Cpednosexosna Makedonuja, 1, p. 239 sq.; b. 1Tawos, Cpednosexosna
Maxedonuja, 11, p. 138 sq.; Idem, Cosdasanse u paszeoil na maxedowckama cpeonosekogha
dpxcasa, p. 141 sq.
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Ochrid mieszkali Berziticze. Anonimowy autor Cudéw wspomina tez o istnieniu innych plemion
slowianskich, ktorych nazw nie jest w stanie wymieni¢. Istniata jednak wowczas dosé liczna grupa
ludnosci, okreslana jako Macedonczycy. Okreslenie to pojawia si¢ sporadycznie w literaturze jeszcze
w X wicku. Ludnos¢ macedonska jeszcze w starozytnosci zostala zhellenizowana i zromanizowana,
Jjednak w dobie intensywnej kolonizacji stowianskiej w znacznej mierze ulegla slawizacji. Jedynie
w gorach funkcjonowala pod mianem Wlachow. Plemiona slowianskie byly w znacznej mierze
niczawisle, lub polniezawisle. co umozliwilo w X wieku powstanie panstwa Samuela.



