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Macedonia.

When in 1940 the Greek-Italian War began one part of the Macedonian people
had lived for almost 27 years within the Greek state. During this period on its na-
tional ethnic area, Macedonian people were exposed to a violent policy by the
Greek authorities for its assimilation, denationalization, as well as to a policy of
total extermination and exile. The realistic possibilities for active implementation of
Buch policy by the Greek state over Macedonian people undoubtedly were given in
the year 1913, with the Bucharest Peace Treaty, which followed after the ending of
the 1l Balkan War. With this Treaty, Greece had expanded its state borders over
traditionally Macedonian territory. The gained territory with total space of 34 356
square kilometers inhabited by a population of 370 372 Macedonians, at that mo-
ment could not have but impose the Macedonian nationality issue to the Greek
State.' The Greek state tried to resolve this issue in various ways, without taking
any notice of the right of Macedonian people to its own national space, and its own
independent historical development. All this was done for a single goal — to create
an integral and indivisible part of the Greek State. After 1913, and especially after
World War I (1914-1918), the Greek authorities had apart from the national op-

" The given number, that contains also the Macedonian moslems is stated in C.

Kucenunonsckn, Ipukama xononusayuja eo ezeucka Marveoonwja 1913-1940, MHHN, Cronje, 1981,
37; ldem, Cmamycom na maxkedonckuom jazux 6o Maxedonuja (1913-1987), Mucna, Cxouje 1990,
20: [dem, Eeejckuom den na Mareoonja (1913-1989), Kynrypa, Ckonje 1990, 18 sq. According to the
statistical estimations made on the basis of the staistics by Vasit Khchov and other sources. T. Si-
movski had made a calculation, that the number of Macedonians was 326 426 and Macedonian mos-
lems 41000. (T. Cumoscku, Bamkanckume u nuewume pennepkycuu nonoxcoa ma Eeejcka
Mareoonuja, I'nacnnk na MHU. XVI/3, Ckonje 1972, 61 sq); U. Katapues, Bpeme ua speemwe, |1,
Mucna, Ckorje 1983, 95 sq.
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pression of the Macedonian people and ban on public expression of the Macedo-
nian national feeling, started implementing and resolving the Macedonian issue by
colonisation, as most efficient, most secure and most permanent solution. The im-
plementation of this policy to a greater extent was simplified and eased by, at that
time, created historical conditions, of which Greece took maximum advantage.

With the Neuilly Peace Agreement (1919) and the Treaty for “volunteer” ex-
change of the population between Bulgaria and Greece, which resulted from the
Agreement, as well as with the Lausanne Agreement (1923), and the Treaty for
“compulsory” exchange of the population between Greece and Turkey, started the
massive colonisation of the Aegean part of Macedonia. The implemented exchange
based on these two Treaties, as well as the internal colonisation that was done by
the Greek state, enabled Greece within less than ten year period (1919-1928) to
cause changes in the ethnic structure of the population i in the Aegean part of Mace-
donia and especially in its central and eastern areas.” With the moving out of
436 582 persons of the Aegean part of Macedonia (of which 127 384 were Mace-
donians by nationality) in Bulgaria and Turkey, and moving in of 618 199 persons
of Greek and non-Greek Christian population into the Aegean part of Macedonia,
the ethnic compactness of Macedonian people to a great extent was broken.’ At the
same time, “with the created ethnic changes, Macedonian people lost its traditional
historical status. From nation (in majority) in its own native country, it turned into
minority with all national, political and economic consequences’. ¢

Parallel with the implementation of the colonisation, the Greek authorities had
also strengthened the policy of compulsory hellenization of the Aegean part of Ma-
cedonia. With a separate law brought in 1926 all names of towns, villages, settle—
ments, mountains, rivers and personal names got Greek feature and character.” With
the assimilation of Macedonian people and imposing of Greek consciousness,
Greece started using very skillfully the schools, the church, the army as well as the
press, and thus in the years to come the Macedonian population that was exposed to
strong political and economic pressure, was driven into a situation of convulsive
fight for preserving its own national identity.

The situation of Macedonian people in this part of Macedonia significantly had
aggravated when i m 1936 general loannis Metaxas appeared on the Greek political
scene as a dictator.® Compared to the conducted repression over Macedonian people

2T. CumoBckM, Muspayuonume O8uxcelsa emHuuKUOM COCMIA8 HA HAYEAEHUEmO 80
Booenckama oxonuja (1912-1940), — I'macunk na MHHW,, XIII/1-2 Ckouje 1969, 57-85; Idem,
Muepayuonume deuxcerva 00 1912-1971 u penepxycume 6p3 ussmenume na emuuykuom cocmag 60
Ezejcka Maxeoonuja, Tloraequ XIV/1-2, Cronje 1977, 109-134; C. Kucennunoncku, lpukama
kononuzayuja, p.1 1, ldem, Cmamycom na maxedonckuom jazux, p. 27, U. Katapues, Bpewme na
speeme, I1. p. 95, C. Kucenunoscku, Fzejckuom den na Makedonja, p. 25,29.

3C. Kucennunoncku, Ipukama xoronuzayuja, p. 90, 130, 168.

*C. Kucenunonckn. Ezejexuom den na Maxedonja, p. 35.

S T. H. Becennu, Hacexenume mecma ¢ Tpaxuja u Maxedonuja nod epvyka eénacm, Codust
1941, p. 9; C. Kucenuioscku, I pukama xoronusayuja, p. 137.

. Kunpesaknpuc, I'peyus 6o Bmopoit muposoii soine, U3n. Hayka, Mockea 1967, 34;
C.Kucenunoscku, Eeejckuom dea na Maxedonja, p. 45.
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until that period, he made few steps further. Firmly determined to put an end to this
national problem which obsessed Greece for a long time, the dictatorship regime
started carrying out until then unseen pressure and terror over the Macedonian
population. In order to remove the basic national feature of the Macedonian people
— its language, it was forbidden by law for use not only in everyday life, but even in
the homes and the family.7

And while loannis Metaxas was carrying out "a regime of firm hand" in
Greece, Europe was coping with World War 11, and on the borders of the Greek
state appeared fascist ltaly. Mussolini's plans to become a master of the Mediterra-
nean, were no longer only an idea. They started with practical implementation of
that idea. In this new situation in Europe, Metaxas had only one wish, to keep
Greece outside of any military grouping, and therefore, immediately after beginning
of the war, he, with the support from Germany, declared the neutrality of Greece. In
fact, at that given moment, this was the only way in which militarily weak Greece
could protect itself from Italy's aspirations.

But in the summer of 1940, the Greek Government had to face the fact that Ita-
ly's claims towards Greece did not weaken, but day after day they became stronger.
Italy had already made certain claims before the Greek Government for territorial
retreats, and out in the Aegean Sea made open military provocations. Thus, in the
month of August in 1940, Italian planes bombarded Greek ships, and ftalian sub-
marines torpedoed the Greek cruiser “Elli”. Having the inclination to keep the pro-
claimed neutrality and stay out of the European clash, the Greek Government
avoided all measures which could have the appearance of a challenge for Italy.
Therefore, the protest for the torpedoing of the cruiser was omitted, and there was
only an official statement saying that the submarine belonged to an unknown state.
For the same reasons the necessary mobilisation was not carried out at all.’

Despite the more and more aggressive attitude of ltaly towards Greece, the
Greek Government had great hopes in Hitler's promises, that Italy would not attack
Greece. However, the development of the war situation in Europe and the long-term
idea to appear as conqueror of the Balkans before his alliance partner, was haunting
Mussolini independently and without Hitler's knowledge to start military operations
in order to occupy Greece. On October 15th 1940 the [talian Government brought a
decision to perform a military attack on Greece, of which decision Hitler was in-
formed in the last moment, when there existed no real possibilities for the attack to
be prevented.'

All hopes that Greece would be spared of [talian aggression disappeared on the
night of 27th-28th October 1940, when the Italian Government through its ambas-

7 AM Qo Pasznu mamepujanu 3a [paranckama eojna u HOB, K. 17, AE: 39. Cf, C.
baaroes, Omnopom na Maxedonyume 3a speme na Memaxcaosama ouxmamypa, Kynrypen xusot
7-8, Cxonje 1985, 32; C. Kncenuunoscku, Ecejckuom den na Maxedonja, p. 45.

8

A Kunpesakuauc, Ipeyus, p. 43 sq.

® W. H. McNeill, The Greek Dilemma, Victor Collank, LTD, London 1947, p. 32
C.Cruickhank, Greece 1940-194], “Davis-Poynter”, London 1976, p. 29.

" Drugi Svetski Rat 1939-1945, knj. 1, “Mladost”, Beograd 1969, p. 178.
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sador in Athens, Mr. Graciani, handed over an ultimatum to loannis Metaxas, in
which were required territorial retreats on the side of Greece and in favour of Italy.
The refusal to accept the ultimatum marked the beginning of the Greek-ltalian
War."

Italian military troops supported by the aviation, the same day, early in the
morning started the penetration into Greek territory on the line Grammos — the
coastline of the lonian Sea, in accordance with the Italian military plan “Emergenza
G”." In the situation of the beginning of the war, the Greek Government declared
state of war in Greece against Italy and began with carrying out of general mobili-
sation of the armed forces.

The initial war operations were undertaken in Epirus and Pindus, and performed
in the manner of blitz-war, enabled the Italian military forces to deeply penetrate into
Greek territory and at the same time separate the militarily weak Greek forces in
Epirus of those which were stationed in northern-western part of Macedonia. Thus, in
the beginning of the month of November 1940, the Italian military troops found them-
selves 40 kilometers deep into the countryside of Greece. B

The beginning of the war and the development of the first military actions, with
which Greece evidently quickly lost its independence, had initiated the consolida-
tion of the Greek political powers. The need to protect the territorial integrity of the
outside enemy, for a short period had united the political parties of the left and right
wing and forced them to give complete support to the Greek Government in the war
that started.'*

In order to stop the quick progression of the Italian troops on the Greek terri-
tory, on November 3rd, the newly-gathered Greek forces performed concentric
attack in the Pindus area, and after the heavy fighting with the enemy, succeeded in
liberating several villages. Under the pressure of the bold and quick military actions
of the Greek soldiers, the Italian troops of the Pindus area started retreating towards
Albania, after they suffered heavy losses. The Greek armies taking advantage of the
favourable situation on November 13th emerged at the Albanian border in the area
between Erseka and Leskovik. Parallel with these actions, the Greek forces which
were in the northern-western part of Macedonia started to attack and soon managed
to conquer the heights of the upper flow of the Devol river.”” In Epirus, the Greek
soldiers successfully withstanding the sharp attacks by the enemy, on November
[3th managed to throw away the enemy forces towards Calamas river, with what in

" More extensive information on the Greek-Italian war see in: W.H. McNeill, The Greek Di-
lemma, 32-37; Papagos, Grecka w ratu (1940-1941), “Vojno Delo”, Beograd 1954, 253-300; Drugi
svetski rat (pregled ratnili operacija), knj. 1, Vojno istorijski institut Jugoslovenske narodne armije,
Beograd 1957, 263-446 r.; I'. JI. Kunpeaknauc, [peyus, p. 64-84, X. AiOHOBCKH,
Maxeoonyume noo Ipyja o 6opbama npomus gawusmom (1940-1941), MHH, Ckonje 1968, p. 28-
39: Drugi svetski rat, 1939-1945,knj. 1, 177-184; T. Llapuaunc, Hmano-epvyxama souna 1940-1941,
Boenno-ucropuuccku cGopunk MHO — I'enepanen Llta6 4, Codms 1968, p. 39-60; C. Cruick-
shank, Greece 1940 -1941, p. 9-73.

2C.Cruickshank, Greece 1940-1941, p. 32.

" Drugi svetski rat 1939-1945, knj. [, p. 178.

" C. Kucenunoncku, Ezejckuom den na Maxedonja, p.128.

' Drugi svetski rat 1939-1945,knj. I, p. 181; C. Cruickshank, Greece 1940-1941, p. 46.
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this area conditions for crossing over and performing of comprehensive counter-
offensive were created. The first initial successes, the Greek Supreme Command
timely used for transferring of the troops to the Albanian front-line, in order to sup-
press the Italian forces out of Greek territory and to continue the military operations
in the direction of Valona. In this way within 18 days of the beginning of the war
attack over Greece, along the whole front-line the superior enemy was driven into a
situation of necessary defence.'®

In further military activities performed in the period between November l4th to
22nd, the Greek army leading the bold counter-offensive penetrated in the Albanian
territory. and at the same time took over the town of Korcha, the third by impor-
tance Italian base in Albania.'

The successfully performed operations made possible the continuation of the
offensive, and thus by December 28th, the Greek soldiers conquered the towns
Argyrokastron and Permeti, and showed up at the line Podgradec-Himara. At this
line the penetration of the Greek forces was stopped by the bad weather conditions
and because of the feeling of exhaustion among the soldiers which was felt after the
military operations they performed. ltaly, meanwhile, refreshed its own forces by
sending new armies on the frontline, but despite that, part of the Greek army on
January 10th 1941 succeeded in conquering Klisura."

The unexpected events at the Albanian front-line led Mussolini in complete confu-
sion. His plan for conquering Greece, was not only non-feasible, but he was also brought
in a position to protect his previously achieved success — the already occupied Albania.
The new Italian offensive, which started on March 9th and lasted until March 25th 1941,
was one more fanatic move of Mussolini, which led to direct and overall failure. The
Greek army, arisen with the previous successes, rejected this final Italian attack per-
formed by the already extremely demobilised Italian army."’

After this Italian Offensive came a period of complete stabilising of the front-
line, which stayed in this same unchanged condition until the German attack over
Greece and Yugoslavia.

In the five-month Greek-ltalian War, the meagerly armed Greek army, under
the leadership of general Papagos showed exemplary bravery, perseverance and
capability, not only to confront and defend from the enemy, but also to suppress and
prevail with its occupied territories. Italy with this war suffered unexpected defeat,
and due to this defeat later even Germany was forced to intervene.

Macedonian people of the Aegean part of Macedonia, in conditions of military
conflict between Italy and Greece, quite realistically chose side and orientation in
the new situation. Despite the longstanding repressive politics conducted by the
Greek authorities, especially during the period of Metaxas dictatorship, in this new,

' Drugi svetski rat 1939-1945, knj. I, p. 181,

T Kunpeaxuauc, Ipeyus, p. 75-76; X. Augonosckn, Maxedonyume noo I'pyja, p. 31;
T. Hapwuuuce, Hmano-epvyxama eouna, p. 53; C. Cruickshank, Greece 1940-1941, p. 46.

" T Uapuanc, Hmano-cpvykama eouna, p. 56, D. Kljakié, Izgubliena pobeda,
p. 37.

1 Drugi svetski rat 1939-1945, knj. 1, 183.
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war conditions did not take the role of the “fifth column™.” The Macedonian
population mobilised among the Greek army took active part in the battles at
Morava, lvan Planina, Podgradec, Klisura and other places. Out of the total of
300 000 soldiers who participated in the Greek-ltalian War, around 80 000 were
from the Aegean part of Macedonia, and out of this number 20 000 were Macedo-
nians. The war massively was assisted by the civilian Macedonian population of the
border areas towards Albania, especially in the Kostur and Prespa area. Despite its
orientation, the Metaxas regime during the war operations conducted additional
internment of 1200 Macedonians to the harsh Greek islands, and at the same time
380 soldiers and noncommissioned officers were labeled as Communists, and from
the first rows of the front-line they were sent to the islands of Tassos and Kefalo-
nia.?! Partaking in this war, the Macedonian people had made its contribution in the
general fight of the anti-fascist forces against fascism.

MACEDONCZYCY | WOJNA GRECKO-WLOSKA (1940-1941)

Streszczenie

Uklad w Lozannie z 1923 r. zobowiazal Grecje i Turcj¢ do wymiany ludnosci. Rezultatem tego
byla m. in. kolonizacja Macedonii, ktéra zmienila dotychczasowy ukliad etniczny w tym regionic. Na
podstawie prawa z 1926 r. wprowadzono greckie nazwy miejscowosci, rzek, gor, jezior itd. Greckie
byly tez szkoly, cerkiew, wojsko. Polozenie ludnosci macedonskicj pogorszylo si¢ jeszeze, gdy w 1936 r.
objal dyktatorskic rzady gencral loanis Metaxas. Uzywanie j¢zyka macedoniskiego zostalo wowczas
prawnie zabronione i to nie tylko w urzgdach, ale i w domach. W Grecji trwaly wigc rzady twardej reki
w momencie, gdy u jej granic znalazly si¢ faszystowskic Wlochy. Pod wplywem Nicmice Grecja
oglosila neutralnos¢. Mimo to latem 1940 roku nie slably pretensje i prowokacje Wioch wobec Greeji.
Interwencja dyplomacji greckiej u Hitlera nie przyniosia rezultatu. W nocy z 27 na 28 pazdziernika
1940 roku ambasador wloski Atina-Grazziani wr¢ezyl Metaxasowi ultimatum z zadaniem ustgpstw
terytorialnych. Nieprzyjgcie ultimatum oznaczalo wybuch wojny. Na poczatku listopada wojska
wloskie wkroczyly juz na 40 km w giab Grecji. Dnia 3 listopada wojska greckie podjely skoncentro-
wany atak w okregu Pindos, zdobywajac kilka wsi, a 13 listopada znalazly si¢ na granicy albainskiej
pomigdzy LEreska a Leskovikiem. Z drugiej strony przez Macedoni¢ dotarly do rzeki Devol. W tym
samym czasic rozpoczely tez kontrofensywe w Epirze. Pomigdzy 14 a 22 listopada armia grecka
wkroczyla do Albanii, zajmujac najwazniejsza baz¢ wloska — miasto Korga. Do 28 grudnia zaj¢la
kolejne miejscowosci do linii Podgradec — Himara. W styczniu 1941 r., mimo kontrofensywy wloskiej.
Grecy zdobyli Klisurg. Kolejna kontrofensywa wiloska w marcu 1941 r. ustabilizowala sytuacje na
froncie; utrzymala sig ona do ataku niemieckiego na Grecjg 1 Jugoslawie.

Mimo polityki represji w dobie dyklatury Metaxasa, Macedonczycy nie odegrali roli ..piatej ko-
lumny”. Zmobilizowani do wojska uczestniczyli w bitwach nad Morawa. pod Ivan Planina, Podgrad-
cem, Klisurg. Sposrod 300 000 zolnierzy greckich 80 000 pochodzito z Macedonii egejskicj, a 20 000
bylo Macedonczykami. Réwniez cywile, zwlaszcza na pograniczu albaniskim, byli zaangazowani w
wojng. Mimo to 1200 Macedonczykéw zostalo osadzonych na wyspach greckich, a 380 zolnierzy i
podoticeréw uznanych za komunistow zostalo wywiezionych na Tasos i Kefalonig.

X C.KHcenHHOBCKH , Ezejckuom oen na Maxedonja, p.128-129.

[ A6aunes, JI. 3orpadeku, A. Murpes, M. Kepamutuues, Ezejecka Maxedonujana 6o
nawama nayuonaina ucmopuja, UHH, Ckonje 1951, p. 386-387, Hemopuja na makedonckuom
napod, ku. 3, HUIT Hosa Maxkexnonuja”, Cxonje 1969, 274-275.



