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250 J. KUBCZAK

The dissemination of jet ornaments in ancient world falls on the 1st-4th centuries A. D.
and is connected mainly with the Northern part of the Black Sea and the Rhineland. Among
the thousands of North Pontic finds there are no analogies to the necklace from Novae, but both
its components have their equivalents in the Rhineland material of the 3rd - 4th century A. D.
and at the same time it is probable that this relic arrived to the lower Danube together with its
owner, though it is difficult to determine at what time. Certain indications here may be given
by the earrings found together with the necklace. They are one of the type widespread in different
variants since the second half of the 2nd to the 4th century A. D., though not very careful ma-
nufacture suggests in this case a mass production and application of the perforation technique
establishes terminus a quo to be the third century. So also the necklace may be dated just to
this century, rather to its second half.

The above mentioned intensification of production of jet ornaments could not be res-
tricted only to the tastes connected with fashion but it must have found its deeper justification.
The necklace from Novae is its expression. Jet in the belief of the ancient people had curative
and protective properties: it helped in women’s ailments, drove demons away, made for-
tune-telling easier. Therefore, in the very essence it had a power of an amulet and a talisman.
As a consequence, strung into the necklace it reinforced the power of its magic circle and it
is of no small importance that most of the finds come from women and child burials. Jet
is always black and this colour is connected with mourning but also with the creative power
of the nether world where an eternal fire is burning and new life is born. In this connection spe-
cial meaning has frequent arranging of jet elements with the blood-coloured carnelian.
Women constituted the basic link in the rhythmic cycle of regeneration, hence the significance
of jet ornaments seems to be obvious. In the case of necklace studied here this supposition
is further strengthened by two special phenomena: cylindrical endings and facture treatment
of this pseudo-chain. The endings suggest a phallic element, whereas the facture treatment
emphasizes relationship between the gem and the person who wore it and the communion of
body and spirit whose symbol was every necklace. It should also be pointed out that ornaments
made of jet became popular since Hellenistic times when the significance of cults and esoteric
knowledge increased, and that they were widespread in the peripheries of the ancient world
where considerable translocation of people was found.

As a result the black necklace from Novae accumulates many meanings centred around
the idea of regeneration and evoked by the social use of jet.



