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became attached to the martyr saint, although the tree and serpent, having unac-
ceptable connotations, had to be omitted. The syncretism of the Hero and Saint was
such that even up to the early years of this century when Thracian Hero reliefs were
discovered they were often taken for icons of St. George. Glava Panega in Bulgaria,
a Hero sanctuary that had escaped Christian persecution, was a place of pilgrimage
for the sick and maimed on St. George’s day, just as it had been in the early centuries
of the Christian era and probably before. !° In Bulgaria and Greece Thracian Hero
tablets are to be found built into the walls of churches and were treated as icons of
St. George in private houses. ! One was built into the wall by the main gateway of
the mediaeval citadel at Ainos in Turkish Thrace !2, a symbol of the protection given
by the Hero of Christianity.

10 N. Vulié, Tracki konik..., Spomenik 1941 - 1942, 281 ff.

11 Hoddinott, o.c., 168, with refs.

12 §. Casson, Macedonia, Thrace and Illyria, Oxford 1926; A. Erzen, 1971 Aili Enez
(Ainos) Arastirmalari, Turk Arkeoloji Dergisi 20, 2, 1973, 29 ff.



