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Fig. 2. Bottom view of the basilica and of the southern part of the episcopal residence from the
1111 phase of construction. Designed by A. B. Biernacki and S. Medeksza

this type of archaeological sources have led to an attempt at a reconstruction
of the monumental pulpit in the basilica at Novae.?

During six excavatory campaigns led in even years between 1976-1986 the
Adam Mickiewicz University Archaeological Expedition concentrated their

2 I would like to express my deep gratitude to members ol the Bulgarian Archaeological
Expedition at Novae, in particular to Professor M. Cicikova for her considerable help during my
research work.
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Fig. 7. Reconstruclion of the pulpit. Bottom view and length section. Designed by A. B. Biermnacki
and W. Tarka. Drawing by W. Tarka

preserved fragments of the facing plates and of the balustrades indicate two
constructional treatments of these elements. The first is that the monolithic
plate was connected with the attached column, facing plate, rail and balustrade
of the stair-case. The second is that a separate plate of the stair’s balustrade
was attached to the facing plate by means of small spigots.

The upper surface of the pulpit’s balcony was placed 2,14 m over the level
of the floor in the nave of the basilica. The balustrade of the pulpit’s balcony,
0,72 m in height, consisted of rectangular marble plates, very richly decorated
with linear and geometrical elements based on the figure of the rhomb in the
corners of which the peacock, one of typical Christian symbols, was placed 12
(Fig. 9). The sides of the rhombs as well as the upper and lower ramifications
of the plate of the balustrade were designed in a similar way, i.e., the

12 Ibidem, pp. 116-120; Forstner, o.c., pp. 230-232.
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Fig. 10. Reconstruclion of the pulpit. End view, Designed by A. B. Biernacki and W. Tarka.
Drawing by W. Tarka

the rear surfaces of the facing plates of the stairs. That is, apart from parts
which are carefully polished (e.g., right on the inner sides of the attached
columns), one can also see fragments which are only rough-hewn. This fact
provides an argument in favour of the hypothesis that under the plates there
was a special stone or brick construction to which the stairs were attached and,
partly, the rectangular projections of the pulpit’s balcony, 0,30 m in width.1?

The present typological-comparative studies have enabled one to unequivo-
cally classify this pulpit as belonging to the Constantinople type!® (Fig. 10).
This decision is based on the following parameters: the central placement of
the pulpit precisely on the length (W-E) axis of the basilica, and the occurrence
of two flights of stairs running to the balcony from the eastern and western
sides. On the basis of four pulpits found in Greece and Illyricum and having

3?7 According to J. P. Sodini, the consiructional system of the stairs leading to the pulpit
depended strongly on a local tradition and there was considerable freedom as to the preferred
constructional treatment. See Sodini, KoJokotsas, o.c., p. 112

18 Ibidem, pp. 105-106; D. Pallas, L'édifice cultuel chrétien et la liturgie dans L'Hlyricum
oriental, in: Rapports de X CAC*® Thessalonique 1980, pp. 525-530.
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considered the location of entrances to the pulpit’s balcony, J. P. Sodini
distinguished four groups of pulpits.?® The particular instance of the pulpit
at Novae belongs to the most frequently occurring group 1 of pulpits. The
group comprises the objects which have two flights of stairs, it has the
following representatives: the pulpit at Stobi, Caricin Grad — the basilica with
a transept, Amphipolis — basilica A, Philippes — basilica A, Nea-Anchialos
— basilica D, Daphnousia, Nicopolis — basilica B, Delos.2® Typologically
similar pulpits were also uncovered in Asia Minor, e.g., at Shohut Kasaba
(ancient Synnada), Hasan Koy (ancient Akmonia), Eskisehiv (ancient Doryla-
eum), or at Selcikler (ancient Sebaste).?! Specimens of such pulpits have also
been found over the territory of Bithynia and on the islands of the Aegean Sea,
e.g., Lesbos, Samos, Kos, Andros, Paros, and Crete.22 This type of
pulpit is almost completely unknown in the Peloponnesus, in Attica, Epirus,
or in Boiotia, where only singular pulpits of the type were discovered.??
Over the territory of the Balkan Peninsula, pulpits of the Constantinople
type have occurred quite numerously. In most cases, they have been preserved
in a very bad condition. Most frequently, we have to do with single or, at
best, several fragments of facing plates of the stairs; more rarely, we have to
do with fragments of the balcony itself, or with ¢lements of the pulpit’s
balustrade.

The architectural elements uncovered in present-day Bulgaria come from
Pirdop, Stara Zagora, Perustica, Mesambria, Sofia, Varna, Zlata, Mar-
cianopolis, and Preslav.?4 In Yugoslavia, specimens of these pulpits were
found in Doljani, Stobi, Bregovina, and the previously mentioned Caricin
Grad.?° In Roumania, this type of pulpit was uncovered at Tomis.?S One can
also encounter these pulpits on the northern and eastern coasts of the Black
Sea and in the Crimea.?” There exist two pulpits of that type in Ravenna’s
churches: San Apollinare Nuovo and San Spirito. 2% The first of these pulpits

19 1. P. Sodini, La sculpture architecturale & I'époque paleochrétienne en Hiyricum, in:
Rapports du X* CAC Thessalonique 1980, pp. 91-92.

20 Ibidem, pp. 92-98.

21 Sodini, Kolokotsas, o.c,, p. 107 (and further bibliography therein).

22 lbidem, pp. 107-108.

23 ]bidem, p. 109.

24 lbidem, pp. 109-110 (and further bibliography therein). Let me thank dr. M. Vaklinova
for her valuable suggestions that she gave me during my comparative studies of the pulpit from
Novae.

% Ibidem, p. 110; V. Kondi¢, V. Popovié, Caricin Grad, Belgrade 1977, pp. 109-123,
140-144, 154

26 1. Barnea, Christian art in Romania, 1, Bucharest 1979, pp. 132-133, pl. 48.

27 Sodini, Kolokotsas, oc., p. 110.

%8 F. W. Deichmann, Ravenna. Hauptstadr des Spatantiken Abendlandes, 1, 1969, Fig, 88,
91, pp. 72-73; idem, Ravenna, II, part 1, Geschichte und Monumente, 1974, pp. 136, 250,
Fig. 109-110; idem, Ravenna, 111, Fruhchristlichen Bauten..., pl. 247.
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was made in a famous mason centre on the Prokonesos, from where it was
transported to Italy by sea route.2®

Having examined the above-mentioned specimens, one can state that
pulpits of the Constantinople type can generally be placed in the chronological
interval from 500 A.D. to the end of the 4th century.

However, to determine the dating of the pulpit under consideration more
precisely, it is necessary to consider some of the technical and constructional
details of the pulpit at Novae at greater detail. The variant, in which the
attached columns supporting the balcony constitute one monolithic whole with
the facing plates of the stair-case, can be encountered in Istanbul (de Beyazid
Pulpit), Philippes (the Basilica Extra Muros), on the Delos (Saint-Quirique),
Rodos (Lardos), and on the Paros (the Basilica of Three Churches).?®

Also, the constructional treatment of the balcony in the form of two
identical monolithic marble blocks has a very close analogy to the basilicas
uncovered in Palaiopolis (Andros), Marzamemi, on the Paros (the Basilica of
Three Churches), and at Gortyna (the Basilica of Saint Titus).3!

Jesus Christ’s monogram, visible in the centre of the bowl-shaped balcony
of the pulpit at Novae, is also known from analogous reliefs found in the
‘basilicas at Doljani, Nea-Anchialos (basilica D), Thermes (on the Kos), and on
the Tauric Chersonese.3?

The problem of the origin of the marble of which the pulpit at Novae was
made as well as the problem of a proper recognition of the mason’s workshop
where its constructional and plastic designs were carried out, still remains
open. J. P. Sodini turned our attention to the fact that the most famous
quarries and mason centres where pulpits of the Constantinople type had been
made were found at Synnada, on the Thasos and the Paros, and to the fact
that the most famous centres were on the Prokonesos from where the products
were even sent to Italy 33

Having examined the material, technical methods, and, above all, the
plastic design of the pulpit, one can conclude that there exist far-reaching
similarities between the various architectural elements which contribute to the
interior decorations of the episcopal basilica at Novae. One is also inclined to
put forth a hypothesis according to which the essential elements of the

29 The problem of importing ready-made architectural elements, constituting the interiors of
basilicas, from Prokonesos to Italy (including the pulpits) is thoroughly deait with by G. Kapitan.
This analysis is based on unique under-water findings of such architectural details in Marzamemi
(Syracuse). See idem, Elementi architettonici per una basilica dal relitto navale del secolo di
Marzamemi (Siracusa). In: XXVII Corso di cultura sull'arte Ravennate e Bizantina, 1980,
pp. 71-136.

3% Sodini, Kolokotsas, o.c,, p. 112 (and further bibliography therein).

3! Ibidem, p. 113; Kapitan, oc., pp. 109-113, Fig. 25, 26.

32 Sodini, Kolokolsas, oc., p. 113; Sodini, o.c., pp. 94-96.

32 Sodini, Kolokotsas, oc, p. 110; Kapitan, oc., pp. 125-130.
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basilica’s interior (such as the pulpit, altar (?), altar barrier) may be thought to
have originated in one and the same mason’s workshop, and may be thought
to have been designed by the same architect. However, a possibility cannot be
excluded that the majority, perhaps even all of the pulpits found in Moesia and
Thrace, today known only fragmentarily, do in fact come from one and the
same mason centre. To be solved, the problem requires that all the architec-
tural elements found over the territory of prescnt-day Bulgaria be examined
geologically and petrographically.

The three phases of construction of the episcopal basilica at Novae,
distinguished on the basis of past and present archaeological explorations, can
be placed in the following chronological intervals:3¢

phase I: three-aisled, one-apse basilica -- the end of the 5th century;

phase II: three-aisled, three-apse basilica, with the presbytery and ancillary
liturgical interiors (the prothesis and diakonikon (?)) located in the aisles. The
basilica’s narthex is closed — the first half of the 6th century;

phase III: three-aisled, three-apse basilica with the isolated presbytery and
northern ancillary liturgical interior (prothesis?) and baptistery erected in place
of the previously existing diakonikon (?) — the second half of the 6th century.

On the basis of the above-described archaeological data, as well as on the
basis of an analysis of the stratigraphic arrangement and as a result of
analytical-comparative studies, the time of the construction of the pulpit at
Novae should be properly associated with the second phase of the basilica's
construction. The pulpit’s construction should thus be dated back to the first
haif of the 6th century.

Poznar 1986
Transtated by St. Puppel

3% A. B. Biernacki, in: Novae — the Western Section 1980, Archeologia XX(XII1, 1982
(1985), p. 191; Parnicki-Pudetko, The early Christian basilica, pp. 301-302.



