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w péinocnej Sandomierszczyznie i w zachodniej Lubelszczyznie. Rzecz przy
tym interesujaca, ze ci Kostobokowie sa wymieniani wiréd napastnikéw na
Rzym w II wicku. O obecnosci Trakéw na ziemiach polskich w pradziejach
pisze szeroko Kazimierz Tymieniecki?.

THE CRACOW WANDA A THRACIAN BENDIS
(A CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY OF THRACIAN INFLUENCES
ON SPIRITUAL CULTURE OF POLISH TERRITORIES IN ANCIENT TIMES)

Summary

The Polish dynastic legend reported by the chronicler Wincenty Kadlubek, and later by Jan
Diugosz, about a Polish Princess Wanda who did not want to marry a German and jumped into
the Vistula river shows, in light of the recent studies, some relationship not so much with the
beginning of the thousand years old Polish statehood but rather with Slavic, or even pre-Slavic
mylhology. The name of Wanda is associaled in its sound with 2 name of a Thracian moon
goddess Bendis whom the ancients identifted with the Artemis of Ephesus. The pseudo-historical
tale of an early mediaeval chronicler is a travesty of an ancient myth from Thrace adopted by
a local population of pre-Slavic tribes about a virgin goddess of moon whe did not want to marry
ber brother the god of the sun and in desperation jumped into the current of a river in which she is
magically transformed into a huge fish. This myth was told by the Thracian tribes who 25 centuries
ago inhabited parts of Polish territories, this myth was also assimilated by local tribes of pre-Slavs
who used this name in a Slavictzed form. The mylh shows the conflict between the sexes in the
sphere of divine beings reflecting in a mystified, fantastic manner the prevalence of a male element
in the then dominant patriarchal system. I1 expresses a dramatic protest of a matriarchal goddess
against the Just of conquest of the patriarchal god of the sun. In the course of millennia this myth
was becoming totally secularized and became an ordinary fable used by an early mediaeval
chronicler who described neighbourly conflicts of Poles and Germans. For patriotic reasons the
chronicler changed the goddess into a Queen of Poland who did not want to marry a German.

Translated by Andrzej Pietrzak

2 K. Tymieniecki, Ziemie polskie w starozytnosci, Poman 1951, s. 277, 315 i 551.



