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time would be an anchronism, and thus improbable. This goddess is surely a Dacian female deity
of family hearth and the god that is found under her is Zamolksis the god of underground and
fertility. Another goddess would probably be the lunar Bendis and the other two male gods would
be the god of war Ares and on the back side of the pole there would be an image of a Uranic god
Gebeleizis who comes already to the fore in the Dacian pantheon about whom we know that he
was in opposition and conflict with the god Zamolksis who was first revered and then removed
into the background, According to Herodotus’ relation of the 5th century B.C. Zamolksis was at
that time still the most eminent, main Thracian god. The Zbrucz pole presents in an unusually
subtle manner this antagonism between the gods showing the entire tactic art of Thracian priests
who eflectively manipulated appearances and skil(ully steered among (he theological contradic-
tions. It is well known that with Dacians as well as with Celts the druids, priests were famous for
their great wisdom and focussed greal power around themsefves. This milieu of Thracian sages
should rather be ascribed this slone pole decorated with an ornamental relief taken from the
Zbrucz river flowing within the Thracian oecumene, a statue which is 2 monument of the triumph
of the god of heaven Gebeleizis over the chthonic god of fertility Zamolksis who was removed into
the background in spite of the fact that the appcarance of his priority was still preserved.

Transiated by Andrzej Pietrzak



