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Hunyadiego, kiory ponoé zgodzil si¢ na rozmowy pokojowe, poniewaz
obawiat si¢, by ewentualna klgska zadana przez Turkdéw nie stata si¢ powodem
utraty tronu wegierskiego przez Wiadystawa II1'2. Jeszcze wazniejsze bylo to,
ze despota Jerzy obiecal mu swoje miasta na Wegrzech, i juz w lipcu 1444 roku
przekazal mu Vilagosvar oraz inne posiadtosci'®. Wedlug niektorych zrodet
Jerzy pozyskal Hunyadiego dla pokoju ,nie konsultujac si¢ z krolem”,
J. Dlugosz zas twierdzi wyraznie, ze despota 1 Hunyadi dziatali wspdlnie na
rzecz zawarcia pokoju bez wiedzy krola'*. Jednakze mtody krél, przynajmniej
posrednio, przystal na rozmowy z Turkami, aby zyska¢ na czasie dopdki nie
zgromadzi wojska i nie przygotuje floty!®>. Gléwnym motorem procesu
pokojowego byt zatem despota Jerzy. Pozyskal on, a wlasciwie kupil, zgode
Hunyadiego. Dziatali na rzecz pokoju we dwdjke, niezaleznie od krdla,
wystgpujac przy tym w jego imieniu.

Despota Jerzy doprowadzil do tego, ze w maju 1444 roku poselstwo
wegiersko-serbskie wyruszylo do Adrianopola. Informacje na ten temat pozo-
stawil niestrudzony podréznik po krajach poludniowo-wschodniej Europy
i Lewantu Ciriaco de Pizzicolli z Ankony. Na czele poselstwa stal serbski
szlachcic Stojko Gizdanic, ktory réwnoczesnie byt ambasadorem krola Wiady-
stawa IJI. Przedstawiciel Hunyadiego wystepuje jako ,,Vitislaus”, podczas gdy
dwaj nastepni — metropolita smederewski Atanasje i kanclerz Bogdan - wy-
stepowalt w imieniu despoty. Gizdani¢ posiadal upowaznienie krolewskie do
zawarcia pokoju z wymogiem potwierdzenia go przysigga suftana, co krol
obiecal rowniez uczynié po przybyciu poselstwa tureckiego. Po diugich
i trudnych pertraktacjach, ktére utykaly glownie na sprawie zwrotu Serbom
Golubca, zawarte zostalo porozumienie. Przewidziano w nim zwrot Jerzemu
Brankoviciowi panstwa i oslepionych synow, natomiast Bulgari¢ pozostawiono
przy sultanie®. Na zakornczenie rozmow, 12 czerwca 1444 roku, sultan przyjat
poselstwo na uroczystej audiencji. Przy tej okazji oglosit tres¢ listu do krola
Wiadystawa 111 i zlozy! przysigge na tekst porozumienia, ktére mialo nabrac
mocy z chwilg przyjecia go przez stany wegierskie 1 potwierdzenia przez kréla.

Porozumienie adrianopolskie bylo przede wszystkim dzielem despoty
Jerzego. Na czterech czlonkdw posclstwa, w ktorym pierwszenstwo winni mie
Wegrzy, bylo aztrzech Serbow. Serbem byt réwniez poset kréla Wiadystawa 111

12 P Callimach, o. ¢, s. 164-166.

3 G. Fejér, Genua incuncbula et virtus Joannis Corvini de Hunyad, regni Hungariae
gubernatoris, argumentis criticis illustrata, Budae 1844, s. 71-75; A. Bonfini, o. ¢, s. 467,
I. Diugosz, oc, s. 648; Chronica Ragusina Junii Restii, s. 289.

14 J. Diugosz, o. ¢, s. 468-469.

s H. Inalgik, Pitanje Segedinskog mira i kriza turske driave 1444 godine, Prilozi za
orientalnu filologiju, t. 12-13, 1962-63, s. 276-278.

16 [ Pall, Ciriaco dAncona e la Crociata contro i Turchi, Bulletin historique de lAcademie
Roumaine, 20, 1937, s. 26-36; O. Halecki, The Crusade of Varna: a Discussion of Controversial
Problems, New York 1943, s. 87-93.
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Poszukiwanie winnych strasznej klegski pod Wama nie moglo zmienic
nowej sytuacji. Warna pogrzebala plany wypgdzenia Turkow z Europy
i wykazata, Ze wyprawy inspirowane ideg krzyzowa byly przezytkiem. Przesa-
dzita ona przyszly los Konstantynopola, a takze Serbii, bez wzgledu na to, czy
wtladca serbski uczestniczyl w niej, czy tez nie. Warna ostatecznie zabezpieczyla
panowanie tureckie w poludniowo-wschodniej Europie na kilka nastgpnych
stuleci.

SERBIAN DESPOT GEORGE BRANKOVIC AND THE BATTLE OF
VARNA IN 1444

Summary

After the conquest of Serbia by Turkey in 1439, the Serbian despot George Brankovi¢, together
with the Polish-Hungarian King Ladislas [II Jagiellon and Janos Hunyadi, became involved 1a the
preparation of an anti-Turkish crusade. During the "long war” conducted in the second half of
1443 and at the beginning of 1444, Christian troops reached the town of Zlatica in the Turkish
interior, yet because of the worsening conditions the commanders decided to retreat. Then, the
despot George made an attempt to keep the crusaders on the Serbian territory, offering them a sum
of 100 000 ducats and promising to supply provisions for the army. After ineffective efforts, he lost
his faith in the Hungarian support of his attempts to regain his domain through warfare, even
though King Ladislas, encouraged by many Christian monarchs, made a pledge to continue the
war against Turkey already in April 1444

Consequently, when Sultan Murad II decided to make peace with Brankovi¢, he won his
consent without much difficuity, promising the despot to let him regain Serbia as well as to set free
his two blinded sons, Gregory and Stephen, kept in Turkish captivity. The despot’s daughter,
Mara, a wife of Murad 1I, was also involved in peace negotiations. As a result, Brankovié
energetically strove for peace, persuading Janos Hunyadi to abandon his war plans in return for
the town of Vilagosvar and other domains in Hungary. In May 1444 Hungarian and Serbian
envoys went to Turkey to negotiate the conditions of a peace treaty which was ceremonially sworn
by the Sultan in Adrianople on June 12, 1444. At the same time, the navy of the crusaders sailed
east, while King Ladislas started to concentrate troops. Under such circumstances, Turkish envoys
came to Hungary to receive the King's oath of peace as well. It is not clear whether Ladislas II1
gratified their wish, at any rate, on August 4, 1444 he signed in Szeged a document in which he
made a pledge to wage war against Turkey, and persuaded Hunyadi to join the venture, promising
him the rule over Bulgaria.

Hence, Brankovi¢ found himself in a difficult situation—not only did he not regain Serbia, but
also lost his domains in Hungary. Therefore, he took advantage of the fact that the Turkish envoys
were still staying in Hungary and on August 15, 1444 he signed a separate peace treaty with
Turkey, in consequence of which he regained all the territories that had been under his rule in 1439
as well as Golubac and Kru§evac. Both of his sons were set free too. In return, the despot entered
into the obligation to pay an annual tribute, to supply auxiliary troops, and to remain obedient to
the Sultan.

The treaty was Brankovic's great success so that having come back to power he did not want to
take the risk of Josing his country again and followed the peace conditions quite strictly. Thus,
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when King Ladislas summoned him to join the crusade, the despot refused adamantly, stressing
that the war preparations were insufficient and that the army was too small to face the Turkish
superpower. He added that he had made peace with Turkey and that he did not want to break it.
Moreover, he advised King Ladislas to abandon his war plans. According to some sources
{Constantin of Ostrovica, Khalcocolndiles, Orbini), he tried to compensate for his refusal with
a financial contribution, offering the King 50000 ducats. However, the Hungarian troops marching
to Varna had to give up a Serbian itinerary and to cross the Danube at Orsova. Even though the
old despot’s assessment of the situation proved correct, after the defeat of the Christian army he
was denounced for not taking part in the battle. From the point of view of the crusaders, George
Brankovic betrayed the Christian cause to protect his own interests.

Whoever could be blamed for the Varna devastating defeat, nothing could change the resulting
sitvation. The plan to drive the Turks out of Europe failed, and it turned out that the idea of the
crusades was outdated. The [uture fate ol Constantinople, as well as of Serbia, was sealed, no
matter if the Serbian despot had fought at Varna or not. The Turkish rule in south-eastern Europe
was secured for severzl centuries.



