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Z przytoczonych faktow wynika, ze Bizancjum w swych ostatnich probach
odbudowy substancji panstwa bylo osamotnione i skazane na porazke. Mimo
podpisania unii florenckiej nie moglo wicle liczy¢ na lacinnikow, a z perspek-
tywy Peloponezu mozna rzec wyraznie, ze mialo nadal dwdch wrogdw:
facinnikow i Turkow, mimo 2e ci pierwsi wystapili przeciw tym drugim
w pamietnym roku 1444, W tej sytuacji apele o lacinska pomoc, prawdziwe
i rzekome, sa dalece niejednoznaczne. Dla Konstantyna X1 tacinnicy byli nadal
klopotliwym sublokatorem, wiec jesli wehodzit z nimi w sojusze, to tylko dla
doraznych korzysci politycznych. Rok 1444 mial rozstrzygna¢, czy Batkany
powroca do jednosci chrzescijanstwa znamionowanej przez Rzym,?” czy tez
pozostana w niewoli tureckiej. W tej rozgrywce migedzy katolicyzmem a is-
lamem nie bylo miejsca dla prawostawia, a ono przeciez stanowilo krwiobieg
tych obszarow, mimo formalnego przyjecia unii przez Bizancjum. Zza Hexami-
lionu zgietk Warny byl wigc zgietkiem obcej bitwy, ktdra tak naprawde miata
niewiele wspélnego z prawdziwym interesem Cesarstwa, a zwlaszcza Morei,
skrytej za 7-kilometrowym murem zhudnej wiary w pokonanie i lacinnikow,
i TorkOéw oraz nadziei na trwalos¢ bizantynskich rzadéw przynajmniej na
Peloponezie.

HEXAMILION AND VARNA

Summary

The author approches the battle of Varna from the perspective of Peloponnese and the
political concerns of Constantinople in 1444. She shares the doubts voiced by some scholars ie. F.
Délger and A. Hohlweg, who negate the authenticity of John VIII's letter to Ladislas III, King of
Poland and Hungary. According to the letter in question the Emperor had insisted on violating the
peace treaty between the Christians and the Turks. in the avthor’s opinion the renewal of hostilities
in the Balkans was of no use for Byzantium in the sccond half of 1444. The so called winter
expedition of 1443/1444 ended with Ladislas III's viclory and was followed by the negotiations in
Adrianople and Segedyn. It provided Byzantium with a ten year perspective of the ceasefire in the
Balkans. From the point of view of Constantinoplic it was quite some time; also for John VIII, who

27 Trzeba szczegdlnie podkreslié, ze powodzenie wyprawy Warnenczyka znamionowatoby
efektywnosé naciskow Rzymu na wprowadzenie w Zycie unii z 1439 r. Wiadystaw III byl bowiem
samodzielnym wodzem wyprawy i nie sposdb porownacd jego pomocy dla Bizancjum z przystuga,
jakiej doznat Manuel II od kréla Francji Karola V1. Wyslany przez tego ostatniego marszatek
Boucicaut wraz z 1200 rycerzami oddat si¢ bowiem pod rozkazy cesarza bizantynskiego w walce
z Turkami, Wiadystaw 111 za$§, zwlaszcza w towarzystwie legata Cesariniego, samodzielnodcia
swych dzialan narzucal warunki Bizancjum. Jan VIII byt na nie zdany. Na temat pomocy
francuskiej dla Bizancjum cf: M. Dabrowska, Francja i Bizancjum w okresie wielkiej schizmy
zachodniej, Acta Universitatis Lodziensis, Folia Historica 48, 1993, s. 132.
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had been reigning for almost twenty years already, the arrangment meant a respite. In June 1444
the Turks were constrained to transfer a substantial part of their army from Europy to Asia Minor.
The move was caused by the rebellion in Karamania. The withdrawal of Christian army as well as
the transfer of Turkish army was very much to the satisfaction of Constantinople and Peloponnese.
The Emperor's brother, the future Constantine XI strenthened the Peninsula by rebuilding
Hexamilion in the spring of 1444. The huge fortification was meant as 2 point of deperature for the
regaining of former Byzantine territories from the Latins. Such was the case of the Duchy of Athens
which was recaptured in the summer of 1444. The author finds it difficult to accept a view voiced
by A. Hohlweg who claimed that the letter, aupposedly written by John, had sprung from the
milicu of Constatine XI. M. Dabrowska points out that the violation of peace-treaty in the Balkans
could not do Byzantium much good. The autumn expedition of Ladislas [1I which finished with
battle of Varna, put an end to the rebellion in Karamania and caused the enemy to reunite the
forces. As a result the Turks thronged into the Balkans. This situation could not satisfy
Constantine who conducted his policy slowly and methodically. For Byzantium, which had signed
the Church Union with Rome in 1439, neither Turkish nor Latin domination in the Balkans was
welcome. The autor wonders whether the supposed letter of John VIII sprang from the milieu of
Ciriaco of Ancona, a traveller and probably papal secret agent. The renewal of hostilities in the
Balkaps was very much to the advantage of Rome. M. Dabrowska claims that the turmoil of the
battle of Varna heard from beyond Hexamilion could only be treated as somebody else’s business.
The Battle dispelled the illusions cherished by the Byzantines who had hoped to free themselves
from the dependence on both the Turks and, paradoxically the Latins.



