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GENEZA TYTULU CARSKIEGO 57T

i Romana — Jahja ustala jg na 986 rok, podobnie jak date bitwy w Bramie
Trajana, a udzial Romana w tejze bitwie potwierdza Michal Dewolski.

4. Zwazywszy, ze obwolanie carem Romana nie podlega watpliwodci,
przypuszczamy, ze koronowano go zdobytymi insygniami cesarskimi, co
wylacza konieczno$é otrzymania korony z rak papieza.

Uniwersytet Warszawski (W arszawa)

THE GENESIS OF THE TSAR TITLE IN THE WEST-BULGARIAN STATE

Summary

Author of the article tries to prove that the first coronation ceremony in West-
Bulgarian State was carried out after the battle of Trajan’s Gates in August, 986, when
Bulgarians captured Byzantine imperial regalia. It is byzantine historian John Skylitzes,
who gives data about these ,,pardsema”. They were composed of the same or similar
elements as regalia which were removed from the dethronised tsar Boris II in Constanti-
nople in 971. It was marked both by Skylitzes and by contemporary historian Leon
the Deacon. The other one did not mention the imperial regalia among Bulgarian trophy
but he wrote only about ,,imperial tent” and ,,treasury’’. His contemporary Armenian
Historian Stephen of Taron is speaking about ,,all trophy”. And next contemporary
Byzantine poet John Geometres wrote in his verse ,,About the defeat of the Romans
in Bulgarian pass’’: ,,The Danube grabbed crown (stefanos) of Rome”. It is possible that
captured regalia were described in the fragment of inscription of the last West-Bulgarian
tsar John Vladislav of 1015/1016. Only part of that inscription preserved: kde ze v’zjato
by zl. Having imperial regalia Bulgarians could perform coronation. It was Roman son
of the Bulgarian tsar Peter and not Samuel who was crowned. Roman according to Arab
historian Yahya of Antioch escaped from Constantinople in 986. He escaped before the
battle of Trajan’s Gates, because he was there according to in XII century bishop
Michael of Devol. Skylitzes wrote in description of the capitulation of Skopje in 1003
about the same Roman that he was renamed as Symeon. It is forgotten interpretation
of N. Adontz that Roman was renamed when he ascended the throne. It is proper to add
that also two Bulgarian sovereigns were renamed ascending the throne: Constantine Bodin
in 1072 and Theodor in eighties of XII century.



