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EMISJE AUTONOMICZNE MEZJI I TRACJI
ORAZ ICH ROZPOWSZECHNIENIE
W EUROPIE SRODKOWO-WSCHODNIEJ

ALEKSANDER BURSCHE

Monety. Mezji i Tracji, ‘podobnie jak wigkszo$¢é emisji autonomicznych
okresu Wozesnego Cesarstwa, byly wybijane z brazu, mosigdzu lub miedzi
przez wladze miejskie w celu-zaspokojenia rynku lokalnego na zdawkowy
pieniadz, w sytuacji niedoboru monety senatorskiej’. W prowincji Tracji
w réznych okresach od I do III w. dzialalo 21 mennic, w Mezji Dolnej bilo
swoje monety 7 ofrodkéw?, a w Mezji Gérnej w latach 239 - 255 funkcjo-
nowala mennica w Viminacium. Emisjami tej kolonii nie bede si¢ jednak
zajmowaé, gdyz trudno je zaliczy¢é w poczet klasycznych monet autonomicz-
nych, ze wzgledu na ich specyficzne przeznaczenie i wiazace si¢ z nim szerokie
rozpowszechnienie w prowincjach naddunajskich®. Natomiast wyrazna spéj-
noéé w charakterze materiatu numizmatycznego Mezji Dolnej i Tracji,widoczna
zaréwno na samych monetach, jak i w historii mennic czy w znaleziskach, poz-
wala potraktowaé go lgcznie.

Emisje Mezji Dolnej posiadaja dobry katalog, wymagajacy juz jednak
wielu uzupehien4. Znacznie gorzej przedstawia si¢ stan opracowania mennic
trackich. Tylko 10 z nich posiada monografie’, monety pozostalych, w tym

1 J. P. Callu, La politique monétaire des empereurs Romains de 238 a 311, Paris
1969; M. H. Crawford, Finance, Coinage and Money from the Severans to Constantine,
ANRW 11, 2 (1975), s. 572 nn.; A. Kunisz, Rola pienigdza proweniencji prowincjo-
nalnej w systemie monetarnym Cesarstwa Rzymskiego, (w:) Prowincje rzymskie i ich
znaczenie w ramach Imperium, Wroclaw-Warszawa-Krakéw-Gdansk 1976, s. 87 - 103.

* T. B. Jones, A Numismatic Riddle. The So-called Greek Imperial, Proceedings of
the American Philosophical Society, 107, 1963, s. 308 n.

3 G. Orlov, Viminacium — emisije lokalnog novca, Beograd-Pozarevac 1970;
S. Dus8anie, The Era of Viminacium, (w:) Frappé et ateliers monétaires dans I'antiquité
et moyen-dge, Beograd 1976, s. 53 - 58; J. ¥itz, Der Geldumlauf der rémischen Provinzen
em Donaugebiet Mitte des 3. Jahrhunderts, II, Budapest — Bonn 1978.

¢ B. Pick, Die antiken Miinzen von Dacien und Moesien, I - 11, Berlin 1898 - 1910.

8 Abdera, Aenus, Anchialus: Max L. Strack, Die antiken Miinzen Nordgriechenlands,
II 1, 1: Thrakien, Berlin 1912; Pautalia: B. Pick, Die Miinzen von Pautalia, Berlin
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Monety lokalne badane w szerszym zakresie wykazuja interesujace zwiazki
o historycznym podlozu miedzy natezeniem badz spadkiem liczby emis;ji,
wyobrazeniami na nich umieszczanymi a frekwencja w znaleziskach, zaréwno
na obszarze Imperium, jak i poza jego granicami.

Uniwersytet Warszawski (Warszawa)

AUTONOMOUS COINS OF THRACIA AND MOESIA AND THEIR SPREAD
IN THE CENTRAL-EUROPEAN BARBARICUM

Summary

During various periods of the I - ITIrd century A.D. 7 mints existed in Moesia
Inferior and 21 in Thracia. Issues of the former have quite fine catalogue, while the greater
part of coins from Thracian mints is not published that well, so there are many difficulties
in studying them.

First half of the IlIrd century A.D. was the period of the highest activity of almost
all Eastern mints. Fhat is the consequence of decrease in bronze coinage, from Septimus
Severus on minted in small quantity. However differences in the intensity of particular
mints’ output in this period are connected with historical events in Moesia and Thracia,
which are expressed by the coins’ reverses (for instance the journey of Caracalla in 214,
the visit of Elagabalus in 218 or marches of troops and fights with Carpi, Sarmatians
and Goths during the Gordianus III reign). The decline of Thracian and Moesian mints
has its economical explanation. Autonomous coins grew overvaluable, as the result of
the devaluation of antoniniani, so mintage of the former became unprofitable. That is
probably why the mints which had stopped production, very often did not start it
again. The decline of particular mints in different periods from Gordian II1 through
Gallienus suggests that the main reason for it were incursions of the North Danubian
tribes. The new points speaking for this idea come from recently publiched maps of
the IIIrd century A.D. hoards from the Bulgarian area, where the chronological and
territorial convergence in the abandonment of hoards and crash of mints can be seen.

Autonomous coinage was intended only for local or regional circulation. Scattered
finds of these coins outside their mother provinces were connected with migrations,
particularly with movements of troops. Coins and medallions of Thracia and Moesia
were found in great quantity in the limes region, very often in military camps. During
the times of scarcity of silver and great military activity, autonomous coinage might
be used us a stipendium. Finds of local emissions outside the limes are a very good source
to study the relations between Barbaricum and Imperium. They are the only imports
which give possibility to qualify simultaneously their chronology and provenience with
great precision. In the number of 60 finds of autonomous coinage in Central-Europcan
Barbaricum 14 are from Mocsia and 11 from Thracia (3 of single medallions). Their
dispersgion, particularly concentration in the south-east and east suggests that these
emissions were influenced without limes intermedium. The most numerous pieces are
from times of Gordianus IIT and Philippus. In this period of fights and destruction of
market, the trade, particularly far-reaching could not take place. Influx of autonornous
coins might be connected only with historical events — Gothic incursions in first. These
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emisgions might find their way towards North as a plunder of returning troops. More
probable they were a type of payments or rather gratifications for Goths fighting together
with Roman, army in the East.

Autonomous coins reflect very interesting historical connections between their
reverses, intonsity of the emissions and frequency in the finds within Imperium Romanum
and also outside its frontiers.

Translated by Maria Kozakiewicz



