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terytoria. W okresie tym powstalo takze wiele stacji przy drodze nadczarno-
morskiej, wéréd ktérych szczegélne znaczenie przypadlo Bizone i Templum
Tovis.

W tym miejscu zajmiemy si¢ kilkoma tylko aspektami zwigzanymi z tym
tematem.

-

Ryec. 1. Rusatka. Plan umocnienia péfnorzymskiego
Wedlug: G. Kitov, Rannovizantijska krepost v letoviste ,,Rusalka” na Cerno More, Muzej 1 Pametnici na Kultu-
rata, 11, 3, 1971, rye. 1

Najbardziej charakterystycznym typem umocniei powstalych w okresie
wezesnobizantyjskim nad wybrzezem Morza Czarnego bylo zamknigcie
niektdrych obiektéw osadniczych prosta liniy obwarowant. Byly one prze-
waznie usytuowane na skalnych cyplach, przyladkach lub pétwyspach wrzyna-
jacych sie w morze. Fortyfikacje te stanowit przegradzajacy, zazwyczaj prosto
biegnacy lub lekko zalamany, mur wyposazony w brame i flankujace ja
baszty obronne oraz towarzyszace mu umocnienia ziemne jak rowy czy fosy.

Umocnienia tego typu znane sg z takich stanowisk archeologicznych jak:
Rusalka, Kaliakra, Kawarna, Manastir Sv. Vlas i Nesebyi 3. W pierwszych

* G. Kitov, Rannovizantijska krepost v letoviste ,,Rusalka’ na Cerno More, Muzej
i Pametnici na Kulturata, XI, 3, 1971, 8. 9 - 15; idem, Kaliakra prez antiénostta ¢ sredno-
vekoveto, Godisnik na Sofiskija Universitet, Filosofsko-Istoriteski Fakultet, LXIV, 1972,
s, 3-21.

b Kitov, Rannovizantijska..., 8. 9 - 15; idem, Kaliakra..., 8. 3 - 21; M. Mirdev,
G. Tondeva, D. Dimitrov, Bizone-Kavarna, Izvestija na Arheologiteskoto DruZe-
stvo v”’v Varna, XXIII, 1962, s. 21 - 28; Nessébre, I, Sofija 1969, s. 9 - 11.
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[l

Ryc. 3. Monastir Sv. Vlas. Plan umocnienia péznorzymskiego
Wediug A. Fol, 1. Venedikov, Trakijsk§ Pamelnici, I, Sofija 1976, ryc. 141

czterech miejscowodciach mur obronny wystepowal jedynie od strony ladu,
skad zagrazalo niebezpieczenstwo. Pozostale ich partie nie wymagaly umoc-
nien, gdyz znajdowaly si¢ na niedostepnych, urwistych, stromo opadajacych
w morze skalach. Jedynie pélwysep Nesebyr od strony dwoéch nisko schodza-
cych do morza sklonéw chroniony byl dodatkowo przez mury otaczajace go
takze w tych miejscach. Ten szczegllny aczkolwiek niezwykle prosty system
izolacji cypli, przyladkéw i pélwyspéw zachodniego wybrzeza Morza Czar-
nego wydaje si¢ byé charakterystycznym rozwigzaniem dla tego wlasnie
~ czasu i obszaru. Do analogicznych rozwigzan tego rodzaju nalezy mur Kon-
stantyna, a nastepnie Teodozjusza 1T (408 - 450) w Konstantynopolu a takze
mur obronny Histrii z IV w. n.e.®

Nastegpnym charakterystycznym i istotnym elementem umocnienn nad-
czarnomorskich bedzie zastosowany w nich po raz pierwszy w dziejach suro-

¢ Histria. Monografid archeologiod, I, Bucurcgti 1958, 8, 64; J. B. Wars-Perkins,
Aychitetiura romana, Venezia 1974, s. 200, 864.
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REMARKS ON SOME OF THE CHARACTERISTIC ELEMENTS
OF THE THRACIAN EARLY-BIZANTINE FORTIFICATIONS
ALONG THE BLACK SEA COAST

Summary

This article deals with the revival from the middle of the 4th century A. C. of the im-
portance of the Thracian defensive system of the towns lying along the Black Sea coast.
These towns were not only vital strategic points in the defensive system of Constantinople,
the capital of the Eastern Empire, but were also significant centres for the organizing of
its economic bases.

One of the characteristic features of the fortifications of this time, was the wall
running in a straight line which fenced off the forts erected on peninsulae and rocky head-
lands from the landward side and in which the remaining sides were naturally defended (for
example, those at Histria, Rusalka, Kaliakra, Kavarna, Monastir Sv. Vlas, Neseber and
Istambul).

Yet another important characteristic of these defences was the introduction into
them, for the first time in Europe, of solid towers which were the prototypes of the bastides
(for instance, at Rusalka and Neseber). These are quite untypical, this means that they
did not fulfil the function of bastions, but kinds of turrets, for the interior of these is not
divided into rooms, but filled in with a solid mass of bockage. Thesc bastions, which
projected from the outside wall, were shaped like horseshoe (like letter U) and only tho
upper platforms served as positions for machines which were used to attack the enemy.

Among the peculiarities appearing in the defensive buildings of this period, should
be mentioned opus quadratum, typical in the Hellenistic World. This method, utilized
in a monumentalized form, influenced the later development of the palace architec-
ture of Bulgaria during the Middle Ages (for example, at Pliska, Preslav, Madara, Tirnovo,
Sumen, Neseber and Sofia).

Further evidence of the fact that the Greek ashlar building tradition was still being
maintained, are the typical, saw-toothed in plan, walls (at Bal¢ik, Madara), which are
reminiscent of these appearing in the south of Italy which, like the Black Sea regions
had once been colonized by the Greeks.

The differentiations apparent in this region and also its singularities in the sphere of
defensive buildings, which are the outcome of the intermediary role this plays between
East and West, is borne out, in the Author’s opinion, by the compact iconographical graup
of numismatical sources bearing the representations of Thracian forts and dated fron: the
4th century B.C. up to the Late Antiquity.



