Notes about authors

Maciej Bialous — PhD, assistant professor at
the Department of Sociology of Culture, De-
partment of Sociology, University of Bialystok.
He is interested in contemporary cultural prac-
tices, the sociology of film, collective memory
and the politics of memory. Author of the book
Spoteczna konstrukcja filmow historycznych
[Social construction of historical films] (2016).
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7194-790X

Mateusz Drewniak - PhD student at the School
of Languages and Literature at Adam Mickie-
wicz University in Poznan. He is the winner of
the Main Prize in the 8th Professor Nurczyns-
ka-Fidelska Award for the best master’s thesis
in the field of Polish cinema or audiovisual ed-
ucation, second place in the contest organized
by the Faculty of Polish and Classical Philolo-
gy (AMU) for the same work, and the holder
of a Minister of Science scholarship for major
achievements for the academic year 2023/2024.
He serves as Editorial Secretary for the academ-
ic journal “Images. The International Journal of
European Film, Performing Arts and Audio-
visual Communication”. Co-organizer of the
2nd (21-23.04.2022) and 3th (10.10.2025) edi-
tion of conference “Forum of Film Criticism”
Winner of two ID-UB AMU grant programs:
BESTStudentGRANT (2020-2021) and Study@
research (2023-2024). His research interests re-
volves around film criticism, matters of cinema
reception and audiovisual culture, and the evo-
lution of genres. https://orcid.org/ooo0-0001-
6437-3293

Elzbieta Durys - associate professor in the Fac-
ulty of Education at the University of Warsaw,
Poland. Her recent research focuses on film and
history, remediation of memory in film, con-
temporary Polish historical cinema and film
and gender. She is the author of numerous arti-
cles on film that have appeared in journals and
anthologies. She has coedited two volumes on
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American Cinema (2006, 2007) and two vol-
umes on gender in culture (2005, 2014). She has
published three books: in 2009 an analysis of
John Cassavetes’s oeuvre, in 2013 a monograph
of American police movies, and in 2019, Film as
a Source of Historical Knowledge (all in Polish).
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3545-3160

Aleksandra Julia Kaniuk - second-year stu-
dent at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan.
Interested in Asian games, challenging games,
and horror games. Currently researching wom-
en’s fears in the survival horror genre. https://
orcid.org/ooo9—ooo4—0126—8356

Kajetan Kacper Kidziak - a graduate of the
first cohort of game studies in Poznan. Cur-
rently working towards a master’s degree as
part of the Interdisciplinary Individual Stud-
ies programme at Adam Mickiewicz University
in Poznan. An enthusiast of detective games,
Asian games, and time loops. Looking for re-
search perspectives alternative to immersion.
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-8276-5806

Iwona Kolasinska-Pasterczyk — PhD in hu-
manities, professor at the Jagiellonian Univer-
sity, Krakéw. Graduated of Polish philology
and film studies. She obtained her doctorate
in 1995 (dissertation about the viewer in horror)
and habilitation degree in 2008 (a book about
Bunuel). In 1995-1997, she worked at the Uni-
versitéde de Bourgogne in Dijon, France. She
has published the books: Woman and Demons.
On the viewer of a horror film (2003) [2004 Indi-
vidual Award of the Minister of National Educa-
tion and Sport] and Luis Bufiuel 's Hell. Around
the problems of the sacred and the profane (2007)
[JM Rector's Award]. Co-editor (next to Eu-
geniusz Wilk) of the book New audiovisuali-
ty — a new paradigm of culture? (2008). She is
currently working on a book on the relation-
ship between film and theology. https://orcid.
0rg/0000-0001-5242-281X

Piotr Kurpiewski — PhD, deputy director at
the Institute of Cultural Research at the Fac-
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ulty of Languages of the University of Gdansk,
executive editor of the academic journal “Pan-
optikum”. Author of History on the Screen of
the Polish People’s Republic (2017), a monograph
describing post-war Polish historical film. Since
2007, he has been researching the history of
Polish cinematography, with an emphasis on
historical film research in the field of cinema
of the People’s Republic of Poland and the re-
lationship between film and history. Author of
several dozen academic and popular science
articles on the history of film, fascinated by the
works of Krzysztof Kieslowski and Wojciech
Smarzowski, lecturer at the Polish Film Acad-
emy, regular collaborator of the Polish Film
Festival in Gdynia. https://orcid.org/oooo-
0002-3040-9734

Iwona Leonowicz-Bukala — Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Media and Social Communication at
University of Information Technology and
Management, assistant professor at the Chair
of Media, Journalism and Social Communica-
tion. Employed at the University of Information
Technology and Management since 2008. PhD
in social sciences in the field of political scienc-
es (University of Warsaw, Faculty of Journalism
and Political Sciences, 2014), MA in cultural
studies (Jagiellonian University, Faculty of In-
ternational and Political Studies, 2008), BA in
political science (University of Rzeszéw, Faculty
of Sociology and History, 2006), BA in journal-
ism and social communication (the University
of Information Technology and Management
in Rzeszéw, Faculty of Administration and
Information Technology, 2006). Her research
interests focus on the issues of contemporary
migration and media, the presence of ethnic
and national problems in the media, with an
emphasis on new media and social networks,
and the mediatization of migration. https://
orcid.org/0000-0003-3164-1209

Krzysztof Loska — professor of human scienc-
es, Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Management
and Social Communication at the Jagiellonian
University in Krakow. He is co-founder of the

Polish Society for Film and Media Studies. He
is President of The Study of Art Committee at
the Polish Academy of Sciences. He has written
170 papers and dissertations on media, pop-
ular culture, postcolonialism, and Asian cin-
ema published in many journals and collec-
tive works. He has supervised several research
projects funded by the Ministry of Science and
Higher Education, and National Science Centre.
He has published 13 books (in Polish), includ-
ing: McLuhan’s Legacy. Between Modern and
Postmodern (2001), Poetics of Japanese Cinema
(2009), Kenji Mizoguchi and the Melodramatic
Imagination (2011), New Japanese Cinema (2013),
Masters of Japanese Film (2015) and Postcolonial
Europe: Ethnoscapes of Contemporary Cinema
(2016) and In the Shadow of the Empire of the
Rising Sun (2022). https://orcid.org/0000-0003-
4078-798X

Marta Maciejewska — film theorist, philolo-
gist, cultural manager. She graduated from the
University of Gdansk and the Warsaw School
of Economics. She works at the University
of Gdansk (teaching film aesthetics and his-
tory and Polish as a foreign language). She is
a co-editor of three academic books: Orson
Welles. Tworczos¢ - recepcja — dziedzictwo (Or-
son Welles. Work - Reception — Heritage, 2016),
Racism and Trauma (2018), and Censorship,
Politics and Oppression (2018). She also wrote
a book based on her PhD thesis — Dialektyka
formy. Petnometrazowe filmy fabularne Jana
Svankmajera (Dialectics of Form. Jan Svank-
majers feature films, 2023). Her articles on film
were published in several magazines, such as
“Ekrany”, “Panoptikum”, “Kultura Popularna’,
and “Literatura i Kultura Popularna” as well
as in academic books. https://orcid.org/oooo-
0002-0482-9903

Marcin Pigulak - PhD, historian, film scholar,
and digital games researcher. Assistant profes-
sor at the Institute of Film, Media, and Audio-
visual Arts at Adam Mickiewicz University in
Poznan. His research interests include the his-
tory of film and digital games, audiovisual and
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digital manifestations of historical culture, phi-
losophy of history in cinema, historical themes
in video games, and methods of constructing
discourse on collective memory. https://orcid.
0rg/0000-0001-8950-6937

Malgorzata Radkiewicz — professor of film
studies at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow.
In her research and publications, she focuses
on cultural identity and on women’s creativity
in film, photography, and video art. Her three
books (from 2002, 2010, 2022, all published in
Polish) address the issue of women directors
and artists, but also of female viewers. In Mod-
ern Women on Cinema (2016), she presents
Polish female film critics of 1920s and 1930s,
quoting original articles and archive material.
Her article on the Polish-Jewish film producer
Maria Hirszbein was published in “Camera Ob-
scura” in 2021. She the authored a chapter on
Pola Negri in a book on global women’s film
heritage Stretching the Archives (2024). https://
orcid.org/oooo—0001—6387—081o

Joanna Rydzewska - senior lecturer in film
and tv studies at Swansea University, UK. Her
research focuses on European, Eastern Europe-
an and British cinema, with particular emphasis
on exile, migration and transnational film stud-
ies. She co-authored The Films of Pawet Paw-
likowski (2025) with Elzbieta Ostrowska. https://
orcid.org/oooo—oooz—9011—6378

Wojciech Sitek - assistant professor in the Insti-
tute of Culture Studies at the University of Silesia
in Katowice. A cultural and film scholar of Pirate
Bay. He is a fan of popular culture and is inter-
ested in the ideological background of American
cinema and video games. He researches grass-
roots fan initiatives: the social phenomena of
video cassettes and off-market culture. Author
of the book Goodbye, America: The mythology of
late capitalism in Michael Mann's films. https://
orcid.org/0000-0002-4550-7679

Wojciech Stawnikowski - PhD candidate at the
Institute of Film, Media and Audiovisual Arts
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at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan. MA
in film studies, BA in Polish philology and phi-
losophy. Scientific interests: auteur cinema, film
theory, political nature of cinema, posthuman-
ism. https://orcid.org/0009-0001-5963-6148

Pawel Solodki - PhD, works in the Institute
of Contemporary Culture at the University of
L6dz. He explores interactive narratives, with
a particular focus on contemporary docu-
mentary practices. His publications include
the book Rubieze przyjemnosci. Seksualna
niesubordynacja na obrzezach amerykatskiej
kinematografii and articles in the following
journals: “Przeglad Kulturoznawczy”, “QuArt’,
“Panoptikum’, “Pleograf”, “Ekrany”. Co-editor
of one of the first books in Poland devoted to
the queer perspective in film, O polityce ciata
i pozgdania w kulturze audiowizualnej (2010).
Originator and organiser of the International
Queer Film Festival ,,a million different loves!?”.
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1879-2109

Andrzej Szpulak - professor in the Institute
of Film, Media and Audiovisual Arts at Adam
Mickiewicz University in Poznan, a schol-
ar interested in Polish film history, religious
and historical film. Major publications: Kino
wsréd mitéw: o filmach Slgskich Kazimierza
Kutza (2004), Filmy Wojciecha Marczewskiego
(2009), “Réza” (2016). https://orcid.org/0oo0-
0001-9332-9291

Anna Sliwiniska — associate professor at the
Institute of Film, Media and Audiovisual Arts
at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan. Re-
searches selected topics in British cinema. Au-
thor of the books Sekrety i ktamstwa [Secrets and
Lies] (2011), Mitos¢ i gniew. Brytyjska Nowa Fala
[Love and Anger: British New Wave] (2016) and
Running off the Anger: British New Wave (2019).
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2309-691X

Patrycja Wilczynska — Master of Arts (Maria
Curie-Sklodowska University in Lublin, Faculty
of Arts, 2023). Assistant at the Faculty of Me-
dia and Social Communication, Department
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of Graphic Design. Employed at the University
of Information Technology and Management
since 2023. Her research interests focus on dig-
ital and traditional animation, motion design,
and digital media art. https://orcid.org/o009-
0003-9078-5525

Katarzyna Ewa Zielinnska — PhD in the field
of media studies in the Faculty of Journalism
and Political Science (currently: Faculty of
Journalism, Information and Bibliology) at the
University of Warsaw. As an employee of the
Department of Information Technology and
Bibliology at the University of £6dz she spe-

cializes in the analysis of audiovisual messages,
analysis of new media and social communica-
tion techniques. As a long-time employee of
the Heritage of £.6dz Department of the City
of Lodz Office, she organizes anniversary and
commemorative events of the City, having or-
ganized several dozen anniversaries, events
with elements of historical reconstruction and
meetings for young people in the “living history
lesson” formula. Her interests include the pres-
ence of history in the media and the role of the
media in building historical awareness. https://
orcid.org/0000-0003-0911-9975
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