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Abstrakt

Podczas przeprowadzania analizy systemu koniugacyjnego
jezyka nowogreckiego pod katem morfologii mozna
zauwazy¢ liczne podobienstwa pomiedzy roznymi klasami
koniugacyjnymi. = Ponadto, system ten  mozna
scharakteryzowac jako stosunkowo regularny
i symetryczny (pod katem morfologii), wydzielone
koniugacje nie obejmuja wszystkich czasownikow tego
jezyka, pozostawiajac ich cze$¢ jako niezalezne Kklasy
fleksyjne. Rodzi sie jednak pytanie, czy przy tak duzej
regularnoSci konieczny jest podzial czasownikdéw na
koniugacje, obejmujace wieksza czeS¢ czasownikéw
nowogreckich, i niezalezne klasy koniugacyjne.

W niniejszym artykule dokonuje sie rewizji wybranych
klasyfikacji nowogreckiego systemu koniugacyjnego
w trybie oznajmujacym czasoéw terazniejszego i przeszlego
niedokonanego pod katem morfologicznym. Szczegdlng
uwage autor przypisuje analogiom pomiedzy formami II
koniugacji i tzw. czasownikami $ciggnietymi, co
w konsekwencji prowadzi do zaproponowania nowej
klasyfikacji systemu koniugacyjnego wspdlczesnego jezyka
nowogreckiego. Badania koncentruja sie na budowie
morfologicznej tematu/tematéw, koncowek osobowych
a takze na relacjach pomiedzy nimi. Takie podejécie
umozliwilo zbada¢ podobienstwa i roznice pomiedzy
formami czasownikow niezaleznie od koniugacji badz klasy
fleksyjnej do ktorej naleza.
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Abstract

When the Modern Greek verbal system is analysed many
similarities may be seen. Despite that, the system is divided
into conjugations and inflectional classes that do not cover
all verbs. Given that the Modern Greek verbal inflection
can be characterised as regular and symmetric from the
morphological point of view, the question whether it is
necessary to distinguish conjugations with non-
conjugational’ inflectional classes as e.g. contracted verbs
arises.

The objective is to review classifications of the
conjugational systems of the Modern Greek verbs in the
Indicative Mood of the Present and Imperfective Past
Tenses and, in accordance to the morphological analysis of
verbal forms, to propose a new one. The analysis
concentrates on the morphology of verbal forms and on
analogies between the second conjugation and the
contracted verbs. The analysis is based on the
morphological features of verbs. In other words, it
concentrates on the distinction of a verbal stem or stems,
personal endings and correlation between them. Such an
approach enables one to observe similarities and
differences among verbs, regardless of the conjugational
class they represent. Consequently, it is possible to group
verbs in accordance to the features of the stem and
personal endings that are added, leading to a proposal of
new classification of the Modern Greek verbal system.

1 Introduction

The Modern Greek verbal system is a very complex one, for it includes the
category of person, number, time, aspect, voice, mood and diathesis. On the
other hand, though, it is very symmetric and regular from the morphological
point of view. Verbs can be easily grouped into two conjugations and fully
follow their conjugational class. Furthermore, the personal endings,
regardless of the conjugational class, share many similarities. Due to these
similarities, some linguists believe that it is possible to find one universal
set of endings (see part 2.3). However, despite that, with the two
conjugations that may be applied to most verbs, there are smaller groups of
verbs that are usually considered as constituting their own inflectional class
(Triantafyllidis 1996 [1941], Holton, Mackridge, Philippaki-Warburton
1998, Mackridge 2004 and others). Nevertheless, many linguists note that
the second conjugation resembles, to great extent, the e.g. contracted verbs.

Given the above, the objective of the paper is to review different models
of the conjugational system of the Modern Greek language and, after
analysing the verbal morphology, to propose a new model. In order to do so,
the verbs are analysed on two levels: i) features of a stem: a) whether the
verb requires one, two or more stems to be distinguished in order to be
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inflected, b) whether it ends in a consonant or a vowel, and ii) features of
endings. The research concentrates, predominantly, on the similarities
between the personal endings of different inflectional classes and on the
stem-ending relations. The main area constitutes the second conjugation [in
the traditional meaning, e.g. Holton, Mackridge, Philippaki-Warburton
(1997), Mackridge (2004), Klairis Mpampiniotis (2005), etc.] and non-
conjugational inflectional classes. It is caused by the fact, that these
flectional patterns show many similarities in endings and stem formation
and, what is more important, it seems that they start to merge creating in
the consciousness of the Greek speakers a new productive conjugational
class.

The issue discussed in the paper is restricted to the Present (Praesens)
and Imperfective (Imperfectum) Tense of the Indicative Mood and
concentrates mainly on the (traditional) second conjugation and contracted
verbs. Despite that, the presented model contains the first conjugation as
well, in order to contrast it with a new second conjugation. Nevertheless, it
is not discussed in detail in the paper. Furthermore, the question of relations
between conjugational classes and morphology of other tenses and moods
(e.g. aorist, perfect, imperative etc.) is not arisen.

2 Description of Selected Verbal Classifications

As already mentioned, the Modern Greek verbal system seems to be highly
regular and symmetric (from the morphological point of view). However,
despite that, many different -classifications might be proposed, in
accordance to the methodology applied. Consequently, this part of the paper
is dedicated to the presentation and review of some classifications proposed
by different linguists.

2.1 Triantafyllidis (1996 [1941])

Following the Modern Greek Grammar of Triantafyllidis, the second
conjugation is divided into four classes (two for each voice): i) first class -
active voice: verbs with the endings -, -ag, -a like e.g. ayar-w, ayar-ag,
ayast-a (to love) or ytum-w, xTum-ag, xtuvm-a (to hit), ii) second class - active
voice: verbs ended in -w, -eig, -ei e.g. Oewp-w, Oewp-eig, Oewp-ei (to
consider) or wrop-w, wmop-eig, wmrop-ei (to be able to), iii) first class -
mediopassive voice: verbs ending with -i€uai, -i€oai, i€tat e.g. ayam-ieuat,
ayas-teoat, ayan-iétat (to be loved) or yrvm-ieuat, yrvm-iéoat, ytvm-etai
(to be hit), and iv) second class - mediopassive voice: verbs with the
following endings: -ovuai, -acat, -arat like e.g. vu-ovuat, Bvu-aocat, Gvu-
arat (to remember) or xow-ovuat, koiu-aocat, kow-atar (to sleep). The
inflection of the verbs of the second conjugation is presented in the tables
below.
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Table 2.1.1. First class of the second conjugation — active and
mediopassive voices

ACTIVUM

PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM
1. Sg. -0 AYQIT® -ovoa ayastovoa
2. Sg. -ag ayatag -ovoeg ayamovoeg
3. Sg. -4 ayotasd -ovoe ayamovoe
1. PL -ovpe! ayotovue -oVOAUE | AYATOVOAE
2. Pl -dte ayastate -ovoate | ayamovoate
3. Pl -ouV2 ayastovy -ovoav ayamovoav

MEDIOPASSIVUM

PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM
1. Sg. “1Epat ayasepat -1dpovy | ayasmopovv
2.Sg. | -1€oa ayaméoat -1000VV | ayamocovV
3. Sg. -1&tan ayaétat -10tav ayamoTav
1. PL. | -10paote | ayammopaote | -10paoTe | ayaumopaotes
2. Pl -1€0Te ayameote | -100a0Te | AyamooaoTe
3.PL. | -lovvtan | ayasmmolUvtal | -1ovrav ayamoviay

Table 2.1.2. Second class of the second conjugation — active voice

ACTIVUM
PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM
Sg. PL Sg. Pl
.| @ Bewpn | -ovue | Bewpovue | -ovoa | Beswpolioa | -ovoapue Bewpovoape
2. s{g Gacopei'g —si'ra eswpai'Ts -OI'J'OSQ Gawpof)'osg —01'{0(118 Ssmpof)'oars
3| el Bewpel | -ovv Bewpodv | -ovoe | Beswpolioe | -ovoav Bewpovoav

Table 2.1.3. Second class of the second conjugation — mediopassive voice

MEDIOPASSIVUM
PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM

1. Sg. -ovpat Bupovpas | -6pouvv | Buupopovv
2. Sg. -aoat Bupaocat -0oovv | Buudoouvv
3. Sg. -aTat Bupdtan -otav Buuodtav
1. Pl. | -obpaote | Bupovuaote | -ouacte | Buuopaote
2. Pl -dote Bupdote -6caote | Buudoaote
3.PL | -obvtau Bupodvtar | -6vrav | Buuodvtav

The verbs

WIAELS, WIAEL, etc.

1 Also ayamage.
2 Also ayamav(e).
3 Also ayamael.
4 The plural forms could also be: 1. ayasmiouaotav, 2. ayamooaoray and 3. ayasmiovvray.
5 Also Quuauat.
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representing the second class and active voice are not
inflected in accordance to the second class mediopassive voice. However,
some verbs follow the archaic flection in -ovuai, -eioai, like e.g. Ocwpovue,
Oewpeioat (to be considered) or otepovuat, otepeioat (to be deprived of), or
in -ouat, -aocat like e.g. eyyvouai, eyyvaocar (to guarantee). Furthermore,
some verbs can represent both classes such as e.g. uiAdw, uirag, pira = prw,
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Next to the I and II conjugation, there is a small group of verbs that
follow their own flectional class. They are called contracted verbs
(ovvnpnueva pnuata). These are the following verbso: i) akovw (to hear),
kaiw (to burn), kAaiw (to cry), @taio (to be guilty of), ii) Aé(y)w (to say),
pw(y)w (to eat), puAda(y)w (to guard) and iii) raw (to go), paw (to have
eaten).

Table 2.1.4. Contracted verbs

ACTIVUM

PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM
1. Sg. o) aAKOL® -ya akovya
2. Sg. -C AKOUG -Yeg akovyeg
3. Sg. -€1 AKOVEL -ye akovye
1. PL -ue aKOUE -Yaue akovyape
2. Pl -Te aAKOUTE -yate akovyate
3. PL. -v(e) axovv(e) -yav AKovYyav

MEDIOPASSIVUM

PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM
1. Sg. -youat aKovyopan , AKOLYOUOLV
2.Sg. | -yeoa akolyeoat “yououv AKOUYOOOUV
3. Sg. -yetat akovyetal “Yooouv aAKOUYOTaV
1. Pl. | -youaote | akovyouaote “yotav AKOUYONAOTE
2. Pl -YeoTE akovyeoTe “yopaote AKOUYOOAOTE
3.PL | -yovtau aKoLYOVTAL __Y;)(i,(iz:,s AKOVYOVTAV

The table above presents the flection of the exemplary verb akovw. The
rest of the verbs are inflected analogically. However, it must be mentioned
that the verbs: A¢(y)w, tpw(y)w and puAia(y)w have two alternative forms of
(and only of) the 1st person Singular: Aéw : Aéyw, Tpw® : TpwWyw® and puAdw
! euAdyw. Furthermore, the verbs maw and paw cannot be considered as a
typical verbal forms, as they are, to a great extent, restricted to the perfective
dependant forms of the active voice and are opposed to the imperfective
forms based on smyaivw and pww (e.g. perfective future Ba maw : Oa
mmyaivw). Nevertheless, the verb maw is used in variation with smyaive in
(but only in7) the Indicative Present.

Although the classification of the verbal system is presented clearly and
in depth, it differs from both the contemporary Modern Greek norms and
(especially) from the spoken language. To name some of the differences, a
small group of verbs ending in -ovuat, -aoat constitute a separate (and
basic) flectional class, while a much more numerous (and more commonly
used) group of verbs ending in -ovua, -eioat is left outside these classes and
is labelled as “archaic” (Trandafyllidis, 1996 [1941]: 171). It results in an
inconsistency of the system, because regular verbs, like e.g. Oewp-w, -,
form only the ‘archaic’ mediopassive voice. Furthermore, the classification

6 The verbs have been grouped in accordance to the Triantafyllidis’ division to three
conjugational classes of the contracted verbs (Triantafyllidis 1996: 172-3).

7 In accordance to the Grammar of Triantafyllidis. There are also (regional) imperfective
imperative forms save, mare. However, their usage is geographically restricted to the
southern Greece and, therefore, have not been mentioned in the work.
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proposed by Triantafyllidis does not show the relations between the active
and mediopassive forms. For instance, it does not state nor directs the
reader’s attention in any way indicating that verbs of the active second class
(table 2.1.2) form the mediopassive voice following the -ovuat, -eioat
inflectional class.

2.2 Holton, Mackridge, Philippaki-Warburton
(1998)

In accordance to the Modern Greek Grammar written by Holton, Mackridge
and Philippaki-Warburton, verbs of the second conjugation are divided into
two classes a: class A (with the characteristic ‘a’ vowel in active and ¢’ in the
mediopassive voice) and class B (with the characteristic ‘e’ and ‘ov’
diphthongs in both voices). The flectional paradigms, presented in the
tables below, are considered by the authors as the most commonly used in
contemporary Greek.

Table 2.2.1. Second conjugation class A

PRAESENS

ACTIVUM MEDIOPASSIVUM
1. Sg. -0/aw AYyot®/ aw “1Epat aystiéuat
2. Sg. -ag ayamag -1Eoa ayameoal
3. Sg. -a(e) ayasta(er) -“1&tan ayoTiETat
1. PL | -aue/obue | ayamaue/ovue -10paote AYQUTIONAOTE
2. Pl -ate ayamate -1€0Te ayameoted
3. Pl. | -ovv(e)/ave | ayamovv(e)/ave -lovvtal ayasovvtal

IMPERFECTUM

ACTIVUM MEDIOPASSIVUM
1. Sg. -ovoa ayasovoa -10po0VV AYQTIOHOVVI
2. Sg. -000€g AYQITOV0EG -1000VV aAyaTooovV
3. Sg. -o0v0€e ayamovoe -10tav ayamotav
1. PL -0VLOALE ayastovoaue -10paote/av | ayotopaote
2. PL -ovoate ayamovoaTte -100a0te/av | ayamooaoTe
3. PL -ovoavV ayamovoav “ovtav Ay QITovVTaVe

It must be added that the inflection of the verbs representing the second
conjugation class A can differ in accordance to the region, dialect, formality
of an utterance and the speaker’s individual preferences (example in the
table 2.2.1). It is also mentioned that the active Imperfect may be formed by
two different markers: -ovo- and -y-. The difference is purely dialectical —
the former is preferred in Northern and the latter in Central and Southern
Greece.

8 Also ayasmooaote.

9 The endings can also take an additional ‘a’ or ‘¢’ vowels at the end giving the following
forms in the singular: 1. ayamouovva, 2. ayamooovva, 3. ayamiotave and ‘av’ instead of
‘€’ in the first and second person plural: 1. ayamouaorav, 2. ayamiooaotav and 3.
ayasmovviay.

10 In the grammar (Grammatiki tis Ellinikis Glossas, 1998) there are three possible forms
of the third person singular mentioned: ayamiovrav(e), ayamovvrav(e) and
ayasmovrovoay.
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Table 2.2.2. The mediopassive Present tense in -ouat and active
imperfect in -ya

PRAESENS
PRESENS MEDIOPASSIVI IMPERFECTUM ACTIVI

1. Sg. -ouat EYYL®UAL -ya ayataya

2. Sg. -doat gyyvaoat -Yeg ayamayeg

3. Sg. -aTat gyyvatau -ye ayartaye

1. PL. | -10paote/opeba | eyyvopaote/eyyvopeba | -yaue ayoTayope

2. Pl -dote/aobe eyyvaote/eyyvdobe -yate ayamdyate

3. Pl -QVTAL EYYL®VTAL -yav(e) | ayamayav/ayamayave

Table 2.2.3. Second conjugation class B

ACTIVUM

PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM
1. Sg. -0 Bewpn -ovoa Bewpovoa
2. Sg. -glg Bewpeig -0V0EG Bewpovioeg
3. Sg. -el Bewpel -ovoe Bewpovoe
1. Pl -ovpe Bewpolue -ovoape Bewpovoape
2. PL -elte Bewpeite -ovoate Bewpovoate
3. PL. -oUV Bewpoviv(e) -ovoav(e) | Bewpovoav(e)

MEDIOPASSIVUM

PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM
1. Sg. -ovpat Bewpovuat -ovpoLVV Bewpovpovvi
2. Sg. -eloat Bewpeioan -o0ooLVV Bewpovoovv
3.5g -gltan lewpeital -ovvtav Bewpovvtav
1. PL. | -obpaote | Bewpovpaote | -ovuaoctav | Bewpovpactav
2. PL -elote Bewpeiote -ovoaotav | Bewpovoaotav
3.PL. | -olvtau Bewpovvtal -ovvtav Bewpovvtav

What must be said is the fact that many verbs are not restricted to only
one inflectional class e.g. akoAovOw (to follow), kpatw (to hold), mpoxwpw
(to proceed) (for more verbs see Holton, Mackridge, Philippaki-Warburton
1998: 131).

Outside the conjugational system of the Modern Greek language, a
small group of contracted verbs may be found. These verbs are the same as
mentioned by Triantafyllidis in the previous part of the paper. Furthermore,
although, Holton, Mackridge and Philippaki-Warburton decided to
mention only a single inflectional scheme (in opposition to Triantafyllidis’
three schemes), they emphasise that other tense-aspect-mood-voice forms
must be discussed separately for each of them (1998: 144-6) concerning
other moods, times and voice. The inflection proposed in the work in
question is identical to that presented in the Table 2.1.4.

The classification proposed by the three authors of the Modern Greek
Grammar is a very well organised and systematically presented one. Its
strong point is the fact that it takes into account the variety of the Modern
Greek verbal system, by including a wide range of forms. However,

11 The endings can also take an additional ‘a’ or ‘€’ vowels at the end giving the following
forms in the singular: 1. Ocwpovuovva, 2. Bewpovoovva, 3. Ocwpovvrave and ‘e’ instead of
‘av’in the first and second person plural: 1. Bewpovuaote, 2. Ocwpovoaote.
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consequently, the classification leaves many verbs outside the ‘regular’
conjugational classes.

2.3 Mackridge (2004)

Mackridge in his work does not follow the traditional way of describing the
verbal system dividing verbs into conjugations and inflectional classes, but
distinguishes eight sets of endings that combine with two verbal categories
(analogical to two conjugations?2).13

Table 2.3.1. Sets of endings4

I 11 111 v A\
-0 -6 -40 -6 ‘-a
SG. -is -is -as -as “-es
-i i -ai -4 ‘-e
, . , -ame
-ume -time -ame -time _ate
PL. -ete -ite -ate -ate --an/’-
-un(e) -an(e) -an(e) -an(e) an(e)
VI VII VIla
-me “-mun(a) “-mun(a)
SG. -se “-sun(a) “-sun(a)
-te “-tan(e)/ - -ndan “-tan(e)
-maste smaste/’-mastan ’-maste/ -mastan
-saste/”-sastan , ,
PL. -ste/-saste , / , -saste/”-sastan
-ndusan/-"-ndan(e)/ "-- , ,
-nde ndan -tan(e)/-"-san(e)

The above sets may be grouped in accordance to their features (all tenses
and moods), like for instance:

e Voice: active voice is formed with the sets I, II, III, IV and V, while
the mediopassive with the II, V, VI, VII and VIIb,

e Tense: non-past tenses are formed with the sets I, II, III, IV and VI
and past tenses are formed with the I, V, VII and VIIb,

e Aspect: imperfective forms can use every set of endings, while the
perfective forms are formed only with the sets I, IT and IV,

e The sets III, IV are added directly to the root of the verb, VI, VII and
VIIb are added after a conjunctive vowel, while I, II and V can be
added either directly to the stem or after a specific time and voice
marker,

e Formality: in the present tense active voice there is an opposition
between the sets IT and IV, which are formal and more characteristic

12 The first class is represented by verbs, in which first person singular is stressed on the
last syllable of the root while the second one has the ending stressed.

13 Although the objective of the paper is to compare the paradigms of the verbs of the second
conjugation with contracted verbs, the author decided to include all eight sets of endings,
in order to maintain the its clarity.

14 The endings in the table are written in the Latin alphabet, in order to maintain the
original form of the classification proposed by Mackridge.
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for the written language, and the set III, more often used in the
everyday spoken language.

In accordance to the work, the set II is added to the theme of verbs from
the subcategory IIa while the set III and IV to the verbs representing the
subcategory IIb. Unfortunately, there are no morphological markers or
features of the stem, which would indicate to which subcategory a specific
verb belongs. Furthermore, in order to create an imperfective active past
(imperfectum activi); the root of a verb must be exceeded by the thematic
suffix -us- (for both verbal subcategories IIa and IIb) or -ag- (for the
category IIb). The difference between them is of register: the former is more
formal than the later. Much more space is dedicated to the sets VI-VIIb, due
to the complexity of the vowel system that precedes these endings. The most
characteristic sets are: -ie- : -io- : -iu-, -u- : -i- and -u- : -a- : -o-. The first
set is characteristic for the verbs from the subcategory IIb, the second for
the verbs from the IIa and the third one for a small group of verbs like
xowuauat (to sleep) or Buuauat (to remember).

Due to the fact that Mackridge decided to describe verbal stems and the
personal endings separately, he was not forced to describe verbs like
ayamaw (to love), ommaw (to break), maw (to go) or yaouovpieuar (to yawn),
apvovuat (to decline) and Qvuduat (to remember) as representing different
inflectional classes. On the contrary, he was able to direct the reader’s
attention to the fact that all of these verbs use exactly the same endings (set
IV and VI). The author of the Modern Greek grammar even took one step
further and combined sets I-IV and VI-VIIb into two universal sets:

Table 2.3.2. Universal representation of the personal endings

SETS I-IV SETS VI-VIIb
SINGULAR PLURAL SINGULAR PLURAL
-, -me -m- -mast-
-S -te -S- -(sa)st-
-0, -n(e) -t- -nd-

where ®:= o0 or aand ®.=1,aore.

Despite the fact that the approach adopted by Mackridge enabled him
to better present many similarities in the verbal flection, it requires much
information to be added in order to classify a verb to a specific flectional
group, and therefore, to inflect it correctly. In other words, although
Mackridge distinguishes eight groups of endings, he does not specity, which
verbs are compatible with which group of endings. Consequently, in the
author’s opinion, the verbal system presented in such a way lacks the clarity
of the traditional division into conjugations and inflectional classes.
Furthermore, it might be difficult to understand for people who are not
acquainted with the Modern Greek verbal system or for those who have
merely started to learn the language. Nevertheless, the value of the work and
of this approach may not be underestimated, as it seems to present the true
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‘pure’ personal endings (without conjunctive vowels or any other tense-
mood-voice markers).

2.4 Klairis and Mpampiniotis (2005)

Klairis and Mpampiniotis maintained in their work the traditional division
of the Modern Greek verbs into two conjugations, analogically to the system
presented in the part 2.3 (tables 2.2.1-3). However, despite that, they
described verbal stems and endings separately, drawing the reader’s
attention to many similarities between different inflectional classes and
subclasses. The system of verbal endings of the second conjugation is
presented below in Table 2.4.1.

Table 2.4.1. Conjugational system of Modern Greek

ACTIVUM
B B>
n | 158 -Aw/® -0
E 2 Sg. -4g -€lg
@ | 3Sg. g -a(e1) . -el
E 1Pl ayar -aue/ovpe Bewp -ovpe
| 2 PL -dte -gite
3 Pl -ovv(e)/av(e) -0LV
D | 18g | YT | va -ovoa -ovoa
= -ayeg , ,
O | 28Sg. —ave -0V0€eg -0V0eg
E | 3Sg. Ty -ovoe 0 -ovoe
21 1Pl ayam- | -Gyape | ayas- s €Wp- s
] 1PL o ovoapE ovoaype
& | 2PL v _(zlwg,s -ovoate -ovoate
E 3 PL Y ay -ovoav(e) -ovoav(e)
ayam- | -Qyave
MEDIOPASSIVUM

B: B
w | 158 -1Epan -ovpat
Zz, | 2Sg. -1€oa -eloat
5']; 3 Sg. -1etan -eltan

ayasm- , Bewp- ,
3 1PL -10paote -0LHAOTE
|2 PL -1€0te -elote
3 PL -lovvTa/1ovtan -ovvTal

-1opovv(a) .
E 15g. -16oovv(a) ou ovv(a)
O | 2Sg. . -ovoovv(a)
=) S -otav(e) -ovvTaV
E 1 38 ayasm- -10paoTe/10paoTAV Bewp- , \
5 1PL . \ -ovpaotav,/ odpaAoTe
& | 2Pl o ooooTe/ rooatav -000a0TAY/0V0AO0TE
= ’ -lovvtav(e)/1ovtav(e)/ ,
= | 3PL \ -ovvtav(e)

1vTovoav

As can be seen, some verbal classes as e.g. Ouvuauat (to remember),
eyyvouat (to guarantee), akovw (to hear), taw (to go) or puAdw (to guard)
are not contained in the classification and are described separately. The
most important group for the purposes of the paper is constituted by the
contracted verbs that are represented by: akovw, kaiw, kKAaiw, Aéw, omaw,
pww, @eTaio and to some extent by 0Aw, maw and @aw. What is
characteristic for Klairis’ and Mpampiniotis’ classification is the fact that
they decided to add to the list verbs such as ordw and especially 0éAw, which
follow this scheme only partially (see the table below).
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Table 2.4.2. The contracted verbs and the B: conjugation of the active
voice

ACTIVUM
CONTRACTED VERBS B:
| 158 aKoL- | -0 0er- | -o ayoma- | -
Z | 2Sg. -G Be- | -g -G
= 3 Sg. -el 0eN- | -21 -e1
E 1PL -ue 0e- | -ue -ue
2 PL -Te -Te -TE
~
3 Pl -ve -ve -ve
1Sg. akov- | -ya [Ber- | [-a ayama- | -ya
. | 28Sg. -ye -€G -Ye
~ | 35g -ve £ -ve
=] 1PL -Yaue 0eA- | -aue -yaue
= | 2PL -yate -ate -yate
— | 3PL -yav -ave -yav
aKov- | -yave nBeA-] | -av] ayama- | -yave

Nevertheless, the verbal classes have been contrasted with each other,
in order to show similarities between them. One of the similarities
mentioned was an analogy between the contracted verbs and the B:
conjugation in the active voice. According to the authors, in the mind of
Greek speakers a new opposition among the verbs started to shape:
consonant-stem verbs (e.g. Stafa(l-, koirad-, pabarv-) and vowel-stem verbs
(xtvma-, xoita-, ayama-, axov-). That is the reason why in the spoken
language the flection of the B: verbs resembles the flection of contracted
verbs. Furthermore, the B. class starts to be more and more restricted to the
written and official language, while in the every-day usage it is being
replaced by the B; class. Consequently, many verbs can follow both sets of
endings such as e.g. mAepwv-aw/w, ThAepwv-ag/-eig, WA-aw/-w, WA-AS/-
elg, apv-ovuat/-teuat, apv-eioar/ieoar etc. In addition, it should be
mentioned here that to the group of contracted verbs the verb omaw?s - to
break was added as well. It is because it follows this inflectional pattern
fully.

The grammar written by Klairis and Mpampiniotis represents a solid
source for knowledge about the Modern Greek morphological system. It
provides inevitable data on the verbal flection and the verbal system in
general. Its strong point is the fact that it includes more than one idea with
a brief description and critical comment. Furthermore, it does not lack new
ideas and observations on the subject discussed, e.g. comparison of the
second conjugation B: with the contracted verbs or consideration of a
colloquial paradigm of the verb 8éAw >0¢¢ (to want). Nevertheless, although
the authors noticed and mentioned the similarities between the second
conjugation B; and the contracted verbs, they decided to maintain the
traditional verbal classification, leaving this group of verbs outside the
system.

15 A variation of omdlw.
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2.5 Ralli (2005)

An entirely different classification of the Modern Greek verbal system was
proposed by Ralli. She has not adopted the traditional system of two
conjugations distinguished on the bases of the syllable stressed and
concentrated on the phonological structure of the verbal stems. She noticed
that the verbs of the second conjugation could be presented as follows: X(a)
~ Xvowel:¢, where the former part represents the imperfective (also called
present) stem and the later the perfective (aorist) stem. The inflection of
such verbs is presented in the Table 2.5.1.

Table 2.5.1. The second conjugation.

ACTIVUM MEDIOPASSIVUM
w1 Sg. AYITA-6 ayast-Epat
Z | 28Sg. ayamda-g ayam-Eoat
= | 38g. ayasma-(e1) ayam-gtat
E 1PL ayama-pe,;/ ayasm-ovpe aAyom-opaoTe
2 Pl ayasta-Te aywti-£0te/00A0TE
~| 3PL ayamd-ve/ ayast-ovv(e) ayasti-ovvtat/ovrail/oviovoav
1Sg. ayama-ya ayasm-ovo-a ayam-opovv(a)
| 2Sg. | aydma-yeg aAyaT-ov0-£¢ ayasti-ocovv(a)
% 3 Sg. ayama-ye ayar-ovo-¢ ayam-otav
E 1Pl | ayama-yape | ayasm-obo-ape AYQTI-OLO0TE/1IOUATTAV
= | 2Pl | ayama-yaue AYQIT-000-ATE AYQIT-0000TE/10000TAV
3 Pl ayama-yav ayam-ovo-av(e) | ayasm-ovvtav(e)/ovtav(e)/oviovoav

Although this pattern applies to most verbs of the second conjugation,
there is a smaller group of verbs, which has preserved the archaic
conjugation called in the work KT2f (II Conjugation class b) (see Table
2.5.2). This pattern, though, is characteristic for formal and written
language but is disappearing from every-day usage. Consequently, such
verbs follow both flectional schemes, having the a-stem based inflection as
a variation. Furthermore, some verbal forms might have already
disappeared completely e.g. the second person of both numbers of the
imperfective past (Imperfectum) of the 6Siwaipovuar (to deprive of).
Nevertheless, there are also a few verbs (e.g. wropw (to be able to)) that
maintain this flectional pattern as the only variation.

Table 2.5.2. The second conjugation class B.

ACTIVUM MEDIOPASSIVUM
»n | 158 Bewp-m Bewp-ovpan
Z | 28Sg. Bewp-eig Bewp-eloat
2| 3Sg. Bewp-el Bewp-eitan
E 1Pl Bewp-ovpe Bewp-ovpaote
&l 2 Pl Bewp-eite Bewp-elote
3 Pl Bewp-ovv(e) Bewp-ovvtan

16 X(a) ~ Xpwvnev (Ralli 2005: 132).

102



Kamil Trgba: Taxonomy of the Modern Greek Verbs in ...

o | 158 Bewp-ovo-a Bewp-ovpovv(a)
= | 2Sg. Bewp-ov0-£g Bewp-ovoovv(a)
-~ 1 3Sg. Oewp-oVo-£ Oewp-ovvtav

Mf 1PL Bewp-ovo-ape Bewp-ovpaotav
= | 2PL Bewp-ovo-ate Bewp-ovoaotav
~ | 3Pl Bewp-ovo-av Bewp-ovvtav(e)

The work of Ralli presents a new and fresh concept of the conjugational
system of the Modern Greek verbs based on the phonological structure of a
stem. Her research, in a way, resembles the mentioned work of Mackridge,
although she does not go so far in her conclusions as he does. Nevertheless,
their objectives are similar. What makes her work worth mentioning is the
fact that she concentrates on the ‘living’ spoken language. Furthermore, on
the basis of her analysis, she decided to distinguish II conjugation from the
I in regard to the vowel changes of the stem. On the other hand, such an
approach leads to a simplification of the system, as many inevitable
questions are left without discussion. To exemplify this statement, the
contracted verbs such as pww, maw, oxaw, Aéw, as well as conjugational
classes of Buuauat, eyyvouat, etc. are not discussed in any way, although
they do not follow the X(a) ~ Xvowel pattern.

3 Proposal of a New Classification of the Modern
Greek Verbal System

As has been presented in the previous part of the paper, the Modern Greek
verbal system may be considered as symmetric and regular from the
morphological point of view. On the other hand, though, the question of the
stem-ending relations is both complex and unclear. Simultaneously, a
correct distinction between the ending and the stem constitutes a condition
to group verbs into flectional classes and, consequently, to inflect them. This
question has been raised by Klairis and Mpampiniotis (2005: 515-6), who
discussed two possible ways of analysing the Modern Greek verbal
structure: i) with universal past personal endings and ii) with three basic
stems: imperfective (or present) stem, active and mediopassive perfective
(aorist) stems. The disadvantage of the former is a necessity to distinguish
many stems of the same verb, while the latter requires different sets of
endings in regards to tense, voice and mood. Furthermore, depending on
the approach adopted by an author, personal endings may differ to some
extent. It is particularly evident when e.g. table 2.5.1 and 2.4.1 are compared.

Moreover, it has been mentioned that the verbal system is being
reorganised shaping a new opposition between the consonant- and vowel-
stem conjugations. This idea is not only supported by the fact that in the
spoken language the ‘not-contracted’ forms (e.g. ayamraw, uiraw, piraw) are
more often used than ‘contracted’ ones (e.g. ayanw, uirow, pirw) (Holton,
Mackridge, Philippaki-Warburton (1998), Mackridge (2004), Klairis,
Mpampiniotis (2005) and others), but also by the tendency to replace the
forms of the second conjugation class B (like e.g. 06nyw, kv, tThWAepwvm)
with the A class (o6nyaw, kivaw, mAepwvaw). Due to these tendencies,
Ralli decided to distinguish the a-vowel pattern as the basic flectional
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scheme, considering the ei-vowel pattern to be archaic and not productive.
Furthermore, there are small groups of verbs that do not follow the
conjugational patterns, but possess their own inflectional -classes.
Simultaneously, many linguists indicate similarities between these groups
and the ‘regular’ flection, especially between the, so-called, ‘contracted’
verbs and the A class of the second conjugation. Having that in mind the
author decided to analyse the similarities mentioned and check whether
these two conjugational classes could be merged.

3.1 Verbal Stem

The first step that must be undertaken when describing the verbal flection
is the division of the stem, as it constitutes the very bases of every verbal
form, and ending. As mentioned earlier in the paper, different scientists find
that boundary either in a different way or even in a different position.
Consequently, it can influence how different inflectional classes are found.

In the paper, in order classify a verb to the proper conjugational class,
two forms are needed: the 15t and the 2nd person Singular of the indicative
present.

YPAQ® > ypag- Ypageg > ypagp-
ypagoupar > ypap- ypageoatr > ypag-
Safadw >  OwPad- Sapadeig >  SwPad-
Swafalopar >  SaPad- Swafaleoar >  SwaPadl-
Bewpw >  Oewp- Bewpeig >  Bewpet-
Bewpovpar >  Bewpov- Bewpeioan >  Oewper-
UITOP® > umop- LITOPELG > Umopel-
HA® > U HAGG > Ha-
HAA0 > ua- HAag > ua-
HAtEpon > Uue- pieoon > ule-

Y TUTT®D > XTum- XTUTTAG > XTuma-
XTUTTO® > XTuma- XTUTTAG > xToma-
XTUTmEUAl > XTUTE- XTUTEOQL > XTUIIlE-
AKOV® > aKov- aKOLG > aKOv-
akovyopar > OAKOLY- akovyeoal >  AKOULY-
AW > Ae- Aeg > Ae-
Agéyouau > Aey- Agéyeoat > Aey-
Bupovpa7 > BQupov- Bupaoat >  Bupa-
KOLOVE > KOWUOU- Kolpaoan > Kowa-
gyyvouar > gyyuvw- eyyvaoat > eyyva-
eCaptopar > efaptw- eCaptaoar >  efapta-

In accordance to these two forms, one can distinguish the following
types of verbs:
e With one stem like e.g. ypapw > ypap-, uraw, uira-, akovw >
akov-, akovyouat > akovy-,

17 also Bupapal, which is more common now.
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e With two variations of the stem like e.g. Bewpovuatr >Ocwpov-
/Bewpei-,

e With three variations of the stem like e.g. Ocwpw >Oswp-/Ocwpet-
/Bewpov, ayarw >ayam-/ayama-/ayamov-, ayamiEuar >ayarie-
/ayastio-/ayamiov-, Buuovuat >Ovuov-/Ovua-/Bvuo-, eyyvouar >
ayyvw-/eyyva-/eyyvo-

The above variations can be presented in a shorter form, by taking into
account only the alternatives of the stem-vowel, e.g. ayamrw (o,a,0v),
ayamiguat (g,0,0v), Oewpw (o,e1,0v) or Bewpovuar (ov,et). Nevertheless,
because the inflectional pattern of verbs is extremely regular, having the
subject of the first and second person singular it is easy to predict other
variations of the stem. Furthermore, the number of the stem variations can
differ in regards to the region or individual preferences. For instance, the
verbs ayamiéuail, that has been presented here as having three vowel
variations of the stem, can also distinguish only two of them: ayasie- and
ayasmio-. It depends on the 3 person plural that can have two
interchangeable forms: ayamovrar and ayamiovvrar. From this part of the
paper, the term ‘stem’ and ‘stems’ will refer also to the variations of the same
stem. The author believes that the text will maintain clarity. Therefore,
when it is stated that a verb has two or three stems, it should be understood
that it forms two or three variations of a stem (in most cases based on a
vowel alternation).

As may be seen from the above list, there are two groups of verbs: i)
with one stem and ii) with more-than-one stem. The latter is represented by
verbs traditionally considered as the II conjugation (both subclasses), that
follow the more formal pattern, and by a small group of verbs like
Ovuauar/Buuovuat, eyyvouat, ete, while the former contains verbs of the
first conjugation, ‘contracted’ verbs and the more colloquial model of the
second conjugation A.

It should be noted here that most ‘contracted’ verbs add to their
mediopassive stem the consonant -y-. However, it must not be mistaken
with the -y- marker in the imperfective active past, which will be further
discussed further on in the paper (see 3.3)

3.2 Personal Endings

As Mackridge (2004) noticed, it is possible to find a universal set of endings
for all Modern Greek verbs. The only difference is the syllable stressed and
the vowel that precedes it or, alternatively, whether the vowel is a part of the
stem or of the ending. The classification of endings, presented below, is
based on the later observation, though. The reason why the author decided
to adopt this concept, is the fact, that although verbal forms like ypapw,
amoxAelw, piAdw and axovw are stressed at the second syllable (counting
from the end), the last two represent a different conjugational classes than
the other two. It must be also stated here that the author decided not to
include the very formal and archaic endings e.g. 15t person pl. -oue6a, 214 pl.
-e00e or mediopassive 21d sg. -e00, 31 sg. -e10 etc. It is because such endings
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are restricted to a specific group of verbs, used in a specific genre of texts
and situations (Holton, Mackridge, Philippaki-Warburton 1998, Klairis
Mpampiniotis 2005 and others). However, even more important, such
endings are highly unnatural for a common Greek speaker, who, although
understanding more or less the meaning of such a form, cannot produce it
unaided. Nevertheless, it could be easily changed, if needed, by addition of
these few personal endings to the appropriate set(s) of endings.

Table 3.2.1. Personal endings

ACTIVUM
PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM
1 11 111
-© -© -a
SG. -e1g - -£g
-€l - -€
-ovpe -ue -aue
PL. -e1e -T€ -ate
-ovv(e) -ve -av(e)
MEDIOPASSIVUM
1I\% \ VI VII
-opat -uat -opovv(a) -povv(a)
SG. -goat -oat -0covv(a) -govv(a)
-£Tal -TaL -otav(e) -tav(e)/-vtav
-Opaote -uaote -opaote/av -paote/av
PL. | -eote/d0aote | -ote/caote -60aote/av -oaote/av
-OVTal -vial -ovtav(e)/ovtovoav | -vtav(e)/viovoav

3.3 Imperfective

As it has been presented in the previous part of the paper (2.1-2.5), the
imperfective of the second conjugation is formed with, either complex
personal endings -ovoa, -ovoeg, -ovog, etc. or by extending the verbal stem
with suffix -ovo-. In both cases the result is identical: fewpovoa, ayamovoa,
etc. There is, though, also a second, more colloquial and more commonly
used in the central and southern Greece, form with -y- consonant that is
added directly to the subject, resulting in the following forms: aydmraya,
uiiaya, etc.

Table 3.3.1. Division of the active imperfective forms into stem and
suffixes8

Stem Sufix, Personal ending
Bewpov- -0- -a
HAov- -0- -a
uida- -y- -a
AKOV- -y- -a

In the paper the -ovo- and the -y- suffixes will not be considered as parts
of the personal endings. Furthermore, in accordance to the previous part

18 In the paper the Pseudo-Agglutinative approach of Joseph (Janda R.D., Joseph B. D.
1992a) has not been adopted, for the reasons mentioned in the paper.
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(see 3.2) the -ovo- will be further divided into a vowel -ov-, that is a part of
a stem (stem vowel), and the suffix -o-. If the active imperfective and aorist
forms of the verbs e.g. Ocwpw or iAo, were to be compared, it would be
easily noticed that the only difference between these two aspects constitutes
the stem vowel: imperfective -ov- and aoristic -n- (Bewpovoa : Ocswpnoa,
utiovoa : uiAnoa). These changes indicate that either -o- of the imperfective
past and the -o0- of the aorist represent two different (or complex) markers
(therefore influencing the stem vowel differently), there is a hidden
imperfective and aoristic marker between the vowel and the past marker -
o- or that the vowel does not constitute the part of the stem, but is a suffix
as well (yet still not a part of a personal ending). Because the paper
concentrates on the conjugational system, the first explanation is applied. It
is caused by the fact that the conjugational system seems to be reshaping
into consonant vs. vowel conjugation. By analysing the vowel as a suffix and
not as a part of a stem, all verbs would represent the consonant verbs and
the only exceptions would be inflected in accordance to the consonant
flection. Furthermore, the stems Oewpov- and ayamov- have already been
distinguished in the previous part of the paper. The question, whether the -
o- markers of the imperfective past and aorist are homophonic, yet
different, markers or whether still another ‘invisible’ marker is to be
distinguished, is worth further study in the future.

It is, however, not true when considering the colloquial forms with -y-.
In such case, the suffix might be considered, not only as an extension of the
present stem, but also as the imperfect marker - in opposition to the aoristic
-0-. As a result, a new morphological opposition between the aorist and
imperfect form might be distinguished. Furthermore, given that the second
conjugation with ei-stem is being replaced with the a-stem conjugation, the
aspectual opposition of the -y- and -0- markers can cover a wide range of
Modern Greek verbs.

Given the above, two separate means of marking the imperfective past
have been shaped: the marker -o- (with the respective stem) and the marker
-y-. They are inevitable to create an active imperfective past of the verbs of
the IT conjugation.

3.4 Gamma of the ‘contracted’ verbs — part of
the stem or an imperfective marker

The ‘contracted’ verbs, as has been presented above, use the imperfective
marker -y- in order to form the imperfective past. Moreover, this consonant
can be also found in other imperfective forms e.g. axovyw, axovyouat,
aKovyOUOVY, aKovyoviag; Aeyw, Agyouat, Agyouovv, Agyoviag; kalyw,
kaiyouat, xaryouovv, kaiyovrag etc. Consequently, the question arises
whether this consonant should be considered not only as an imperfective
past marker, but also in a further sense of imperfective aspect. On the other
hand, it cannot be used with other vowel-stemmed verbs e.g. ayamraw,
*ayamayw, *ayamayoula, *ayamayouovyv, *ayamayovrag etc., which use it
only to form the imperfective past. This phenomenon might be explained by
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the fact that the verbs belong to a different conjugational class.9
Nevertheless, such an explanation is not consistent with the classification
proposed in the present paper (see 3.5).

There is also another explanation to be proposed. It is based on the
assumption that the imperfective -y- marker is not equal to the
mediopassive -y- stem consonant of the ‘contracted’ verbs (e.g. akovyouat,
kaiyouat). It can be supported by the fact that they follow the mediopassive
flection of the first (consonant) conjugation. Furthermore, the -y-
consonant may be observed also with other imperfective forms of the
‘contracted’ verbs like e.g. active imperfective participle or imperfective
imperative. However, the question is, whether the -y- present in such forms
is in fact a suffix or a part of the stem. In the author’s opinion, it is the latter.
Nevertheless, it is extremely difficult to support that opinion, due to the
homophony of the verbal forms. In other words, the imperfective past
formed from the stem akovy- has (or would have) exactly the same form as
the one formed from the stem axov- with the imperfective marker -y- — in
both cases the result is axovya.

As has already been mentioned in the paper, the so-called ‘contracted’
verbs are represented by a small group of verbs constituting their own
inflectional class. Furthermore, Holton, Mackridge and Philippaki-
Warburton (1998: 144) have added to this group the verb pvAda(y)w, while
Klairis and Mpampiniotis (2005: 5017) have also included the verb ona(w.
The later is most interesting, in relevance to the matter raised in this part of
the paper, as it avoids the problem of homophony mentioned above. It is
because the vowel and consonant stem variations are not based on the -y-
consonant and, therefore, it is easier to observe the stem changes among
different forms of the verb in question.

Table 3.4.1. The imperfective forms of the verbs omaw/omalw and
Aew/Aéyw.

OTAW, AEW ontadw, ALy
MED- MED-
ACT. | pass. ACT. PASS.
Praes | omaw - onadw onadopat
. Aew - A&Y® Agyopat
Impe | éomaya - éomada | omagdouovv
rf. Eleya - eleya Agyopouv
Impe omnae - omade -
r. - - Aeye -
) ) onadovta )
Part. - - .S AeyoOuEevVOog
Agyovtag
va . va
\ - va omtadw ,
Con. onam . onadopat
. - vaA&Yw .
vaAew va Aéyouat

19 Due to the fact that the objective of the paper is to review the contemporary Modern
Greek verbal system, the diachronic studies and approaches have been omitted (see e.g.
Horrocks, 2010)
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In accordance with the table 3.4.1. the forms of the ora(Q)w and Aé(y)w
show a great resemblance. The only difference can be seen in the vowel-
stemmed imperative and in the consonant-stemmed participle. It must be
also emphasised that neither of the verbs have a vowel-stemmed
mediopassive voice. As a result, two complementary subjects must be
distinguished: oa- that is used only in the active voice and orad- that form
the mediopassive paradigm. The consonant stem ozad- can also be used in
the active voice as a variation.

What is important, is the fact that the imperfective past can be formed
in two different ways, depending on the stem used: €éorala from the stem
onmal- and eoraya from the ora-. Consequently, the imperfective -y- marker
can be easily opposed to the stem consonant -¢-.

Analogically to the verb ora({Qw, the ‘contracted’ verbs can distinguish
two stems: ended in a vowel or in a consonant, e.g. Ae-/Aey-, akov-/axovy-,
Kat-/xatry-, kAat-/xiary-, rat-/prary-, puia-/puiay- etc. Both stems are
complementary, for the first is used only in the active and the second mostly
in the mediopassive voice. It is also used, in order to form the active
participle. In addition, the active voice can be formed with the consonant
stem as a variation. Nevertheless, such forms are mostly restricted to the
formal, written language and dialectics (Holton, Mackridge, Philippaki-
Warburton 1998, Mackridge 2004, Klairis, Mpampiniotis 2005 and others).

It is also worth mentioning that the imperfective past can be formed 1)
with the imperfective -y- marker added directly to the stem axov- giving in
a result akov-y-a or ii) by adding the personal ending directly to the
consonant stem axovy- leading to the form axovy-a. Nevertheless, although
both forms are homophonic, the difference between them is analogical to
the one mentioned above, i.e. £-ora-y-a : é-omrad-a, where the -y- consonant
of the first forms constitute an aspectual marker, while the -y-/-C-
consonants of the second forms are parts of the stem.

It must also be added that the flectional pattern followed by a verb is
strictly related with the features of the stem itself. Therefore, the vowel-stem
active forms follow the vowel conjugational class (II conjugation), while the
consonant-stemmed mediopassive (and active) follows the consonant
conjugational class (I conjugation).

3.5 Conjugations and Conjugational Classes

In the paper, the distinction of two conjugations has been maintained,
although their distinction is based on the structure of the stem and its
variations and not on the syllable stressed. Therefore, the I conjugation is
represented mostly by the verbs, the stems of which end in a consonant and
the II conjugation by verbs in which stems end in a vowel. However, there
is a group of vowel-ended verbs that does not follow the II (vowel)
conjugation. This group includes e.g. verbs in -ciw, -Vw, -éw (aroxAeio,
Slepnyviw, 6éw). Moreover, the consonant conjugation is represented also
by verbs in diphthongs -av- and -ev-. It is caused by their phonological
realisation [av] and [ev]. Furthermore, an analogy between the stem type
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and the personal endings may be found. Consequently, they can be grouped
into conjugations as well (see the table 3.2.1. and 3.5.1).

If the Ralli conception were to be adopted the I conjugation would
constitute verbs, the stem of which could be represented as X(vi) ~ X(v1).
The first part is the stem used in the present tense and the second is a stem
used in the perfective (aoristic) form. Analogically, the II conjugation would
be (in most cases) presented as X(vi) ~ X(v2)2°. What is important, the
difference between the conjugations would then be based on the change of
a stem vowel. Nevertheless, the author believes that such measures are
unnecessary, because the form of the second person singular provides all
necessary data, in order to inflect a verb.

Table 3.5.1. Endings and conjugation

ACTIVUM
PRAESENS IMPERFECTUM
1 11 I1&II
o) -0 -a
-€1g -g -€g
-el -€1 -€
-ovpe -ue -aue
-e1e -1 -ate
-ovv(e) -ve -av(e)
MEDIOPASSIVUM
1 11 1 11
-opLo -pan -opovv(a) -povv(a)
-eoal -oat -0covv(a) -oovv(a)
-eTal -Tan -otav(e) -tav(e)/-vtav
-Opaote -puaoTe -Opaotav/-ouaote -uaotav/-paoTe
-€0Te -0Te -000a0Tav/-0000TE -0Tav/-0a0te
-ovTal -vtal -ovtav/-ovrave/-oviovoav | -vrav(e)/-vrovoav

According to the classification of verbs, they may be grouped into: i)
one-stem verbs and ii) multiple-stem verbs, depending on their stem
variations. These categories do not match the classification of personal
endings presented in the table 3.5.1. It is caused by the fact that the first
group (one-stem verbs) is represented by verbs of both consonant and vowel
conjugational classes, while the second one contains only the second
conjugation. When properties of the verbal stems and personal endings are
combined, one receives a new verbal classification presented in the table

3.5.2.
Table 3.5.2. Inflection of verbs2!

ACTIVUM

ONE-STEM VERBS MORE-THAN-ONE-STEM VERBS

I | i} I

20 Nevertheless, such representation does not cover all verbs, as some of them maintain the
original sound like e.g. yeAdw : yéAaoa, Supaw : Siyaoa, ect.

21 In the table, only exemplary forms are presented. Others are formed by using other
variations of the personal endings presented in the Tables 3.2.1 or 3.3.1.
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xop- Ae ayosd- Gecope— : Gsw’pai— ;| ayam-: ayc'mc'x— :
£0POV ayaIov-
kOB-w Aé-w AYITa-6 Bewp-o ayam-m
KOB-e1g Ae-¢ ayata-g Bewpei-g ayata-¢g
koOB-e1 Aé-e1 AYQITa-£1 Bewp-el ayosta-g
kOB-ovpe Aé-ue aAyITa-pe Bewpov-pe ayammov-pe
KOB-ete Aé-Te ayIta-Te Bewpei-te AyIta-Te
k0B-ouv Ae-ve ayata-ve Bewpov-v ayaITon-v
ko[- Ae-y ayama-y- Bewpov-o- ayamon-o-
KOB-opan Ele-y-a ayarta-y-a Bewpov-o-a ayamtov-o-a
KkOB-goa £\e-y-£g Ay aTa-y-£G Bewpov-o-e¢ AYQITOV-0-£G
KOB-eTan E\e-y-€ ayaIta-y-€ Bewpov-o-¢ ayItov-o-¢
Kof-opaote Aé-y-aue ayata-y-ape | Oewpov-o-ape AYQITOV-0-ALE
kOB-eote Ae-y-ate ayarta-y-ape | Bewpov-o-ate ayamov-o-ate
k0B-ovtan Ele-y-av ayasma-y-av Bewpov-o-av Ay QItov-g-av
MEDIOPASSIVUM
11
0 . ayotie- - .
Kop- Aey- eswpot{— : ayosmo-: KOWHA= = KOHO=
cwpei- , : KOLLOV-
ayasmov-
gxoB-a Aéy-opat Bewpov-pat ayostie-pat Kolud-pat
£xof3-eg A&y-goan Bewpei-oat ayame-oat KOlHa-oat
£xop-e Aéy-eTan Bewpei-tat aytié-Tat Kolud-tat
KOB-ape Ae-youaoTte Bewpov-paote AYQTO-Ha0TE KOIUO-LA0TE
KOB-ate A&y-e0Te Bewpei-ote ayame-ote KOWUA-0TE
£xof-av Aéy-ovtat Bewpov-vrat Ay QITIov-vIal KOowov-vtal
Kop- Aey- Ozwpov- ayamo- - OO -
ayasmov- KOLUOD-
KoB-opouvv Agy-Opovv Bewpov-povv AYQUITLO-LOVV KOUO-Houv
KoB-0c0ouv Aey-000ULV Bewpov-oovv aAyamo-covy KO1[LO-00LV
KoB-otav Aey-otav Bewpov-vrav Ay QTo-tav KOwuo-Tav
KoB-opaotav | Aey-opaotav Bewpov-paoTav | ayamuo-paotav | Kolwo-paotav
koB-ocaotav | Aey-0caotav Bewpov-caotav | ayamo-cactav | Koluo-caotav
kOB-ovtav Aéy-ovtav Bewpov-vrav aAYQITov-vIay KOLUOU-VTQV

The first thing that must be said about the one-stem verbs class is that
it contains the I conjugation and the group of verbs often referred as
‘contracted’ (Triantafyllidis 1996 [1941], Holton, Mackridge, Philippaki-
Warburton 1998, Klairis, Mpampiniotis 2005 and others). The
characteristic feature of the ‘contracted’ verbs is the fact that they tend to
follow the vowel conjugational model (II conjugation) in the active and the
consonant conjugational model (I conjugation) in the mediopassive voice.
In other words, they change the conjugational class from the II conjugation
to the I conjugation. Nevertheless, it is also possible for them to follow the
first conjugation fully in the active voice. This matter has been further
discussed in 3.4.

Moreover, the one-stem II conjugation could be considered as being
‘under construction’. This is caused by the fact that verbs of the II
conjugation with more than one stem start to be replaced in the spoken
language by their one-stem equivalents. To put it differently, although there
is a small group of verbs that are inevitably related with it (for instance
axovw, kaiw, kAaiw, @taiw), most verbs constitute nothing more but a
colloquial variation of the two/three-stem II conjugation. It must be also
mentioned that such verbs do not follow the scheme of one-stem class in the
mediopassive voice leaving the paradigm incomplete.
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3.6 Discussion over the Proposed Classification

The proposed classification is based on the similarities among the stem
structures and personal endings of different conjugational classes and its
objective is to distinguish such a classification that covers not only the verbs
of the I and II conjugation, but also the ‘left outside the pattern’ ones. As a
result, the approach enabled the author to group Modern Greek verbs into
conjugations and classes in such a way, that, on the one hand, a distinction
between different registers can be easily noted. On the other hand, a small
group of ‘contracted’ verbs can also be included. Furthermore, it must be
added that the proposed classification is compatible with the contemporary
tendencies that reshape the Modern Greek language, for a group of
‘contracted’ verbs seems to be (although very slowly) growing. Such an
impression is made by the fact that to this group a new verbs are being added
in the colloquial language, e.g omdw, pviaw, but also OéAw > Ocg, Oue, Octe,
Oeve or Eepw> Eeg, Eeue, Eete. Nevertheless, the classification might be also
applied to inflect more archaic forms e.g. mloipw (to pay). Having
distinguished three stems: ;tAoip-, mAoipoi- and sAopov- and having added
that the last one is characteristic for the plural, it would follow the standard
pattern of the II conjugation. However, in order to do so, a set of archaic
endings must be added first. The same can be stated concerning
mediopassive verbs such as emtifsuar (to attack). Having the archaic
endings added and the stem emtife- distinguished, it would be inflected
analogically to the xowauat class. In addition, because the classification is
based on the endings added to a stem, it is highly oriented toward seeking
and emphasising all kind of analogies among different verbs and
conjugational classes. That is why the classification proposed, according to
the author’s opinion, would draw the student’s attention to these analogies
and would not only ease the learning process, but also decrease the amount
of personal endings to master. Furthermore, as it has already been stated,
the classification separates verbal forms used in the written language from
those used in the spoken one. This way the distinction would be easier to
understand than having them discussed as variations of a verb.

4 Conclusion

The presentation of different approaches to the question of the Modern
Greek verbal inflection and a striking resemblance between the regular
second conjugation and distinct inflectional patterns of the ‘contracted’
verbs lead to a new classification of the Modern Greek verbs. Although the
traditional division, into two conjugations, has been maintained, the second
conjugation has been greatly reorganised. As a result a new classification
indicates not only differences on the morphological level (stem and
endings), but also in use (register, region, variety). The proposed
classification is a more universal one, in comparison with the others, as it
does not only cover a greater number of verbs without distinguishing
separate conjugational classes, but also because it is compatible with both
contemporary tendencies of the language ( e.g. shaping of the new
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consonant: vowel flectional opposition or shifts between conjugational
classes like ommalw > omaw or O¢Aeig > Oec) and (after minor adjustments)
archaic flection. Such a classification might also been found useful in
didactics, because it clearly points out similarities among different verbs
and verbal classes and because it distinguishes more formal forms that are
preferred in written texts from the ones commonly used in the spoken
language.
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