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Abstract

This paper discusses current use of genitive and accusativdocase of common nouns
borrowed from English that are increasingly present in Polish amdifidd as masculine
inanimate by virtue of their consonantal offsets in the nominative singular (vars)f

In the first part, an overview of approved usage is presentedisTBasurvey the assignment
of nouns to various inflectional patterns based on works of threeimedl@olish linguists
is offered. In the second part, a pilot study involving a test gieerPolish students
is discussed. Finally, standard patterns are compared to the @wdgal of the nouns tested.
The objective is to identify regularities in the assignmerdase endings. Results of this pilot
study are to be treated as hints for further research on current alternatioresforcas

1. Overview

In Modern Polish, nouns follow a number of declensi Two tendencies can be observed:
genitive forms are increasingly used in the acéusatase and, somewhat less often, accusative
forms are used in the genitive case. These aliensatare common in both numbers, singular

and plural, however in the singular paradigms, ehatevelopments are most strikihg.

In the singular, there are three basic patterngrethare masculine, feminine and neuter

declension$. Almost all masculine noufsin the nominative singular end in a consonant.

This nominative form is also used as the accus#bira of masculine inanimate nouns. Masculine

animate nouns have distinctive nominative forms reige their genitive and accusative forms

are identical and end ia.* The genitive endings of inanimate nouns-arand-u. Common nouns

" The content of this paper owes much to Michael Farris whosdedesarutiny and criticisms were most
useful.

! In plural the main division is between [+virile] pattern thathie inflectional pattern of nouns denoting
male humans and the [-virile] declension. The chief differencedagtthe patterns is that in the [+virile]
pattern genitive forms have replaced the old accusative folmseas in the [—virile] pattern the genitive
and accusative forms do differ. This difference between the psittefers to personal, demonstrative,
relative and possessive pronouns as well as to adjectives. Acgelitive pronoun and adjective forms
are the same in both patterns. The [+/— virile] contrast is swggpbyttwo distinct forms of verbs in the past
tense.

2 Seehttp://sjp.pwn.pl/odmianyor example.

% Minor declensions are not discussed since their patterns are not productive.

4 Pronouns and adjectives follow the same patterns. Past tenséonaebhave three distinct endings:
masculine, feminine and neuter in the singular.
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borrowed from English are increasingly present aglidh and identified as masculine inanimate
by virtue of their consonantal offsets in the noative singular (bare forms).

In standard grammar books, the characteristic featfiinanimate paradigms is nominative —
accusative syncretism, and genitive — accusatimersyism is treated as an exception to the “rule”.
Increasingly, however, masculine inanimate nouike ta in the genitive and this form is used
in the direct object function.

Direct objects are in the accusative case, howdvander negation, the genitive case forms
are used instead. Thus the case of a direct obgmnds on whether the verb is negated or not.
This use of case forms can be exemplified as falow

ANIMATE INANIMATE
Mam syna. Mam psa. Makomputer.
| have a son. | have a dog. | have a PC.
Nie mam syna. Nie mam psa. Nie nkeamputera.
| donot have a son. | doot have a dog. | doot have a PC.

1.1. Inflectional paradigms: Klemensiewicz, Doroszgski and Grzegorczykowa

Problems with the inflection of masculine inanimatains are mentioned in most books on Polish
grammar. They are discussed at length by threaiaweti grammarians: Klemensiewicz’s history
of Polish grammar (1981), Doroszewski’'s dictionaf correct Polish (1980) and
Grzegorczykowa’'s book on Polish modern morphold§98). In these books, groups of nouns
that take a and 4 in the genitive and syncretisms are identified &odrowings are identified
as a separate grogp.

1.2. Genitive forms

In all these books, nouns that take or/and-u in the genitive are grouped mostly according
to the meanings of the nouns. Groupings accordngdrphological and phonological structures
are much less numerous. All authors identify boings as a group of nouns that take
in the genitive, however, they also give borrowedms as examples typical for other noun groups
including some that take in the genitive.

Actually, the choice of genitive forms is often uldesome for native speakers of Polish.
In another book by Klemesiewicz entiti@ddstawowe wiadondoi z gramatyki gzyka polskiego
[Essentials of the grammar of the Polish langua@&62: 72), he comments on the use
of masculine genitive endings as follows: Adie kaicowki -a lub -u zalery wihasciwie
od zwyczaju, a wskaikiem jest poczucieggykowe. Zaledwie co do kilku grup rama poda
blizsze wskazéwki [...F. Doroszewski (1980: 122) writes that the assigrtnoéna and-u does
not follow any clear rules and often both can bedusowever-u is rarer thana. Grzegorczykowa
(1998: 306) writes thatu is a characteristic ending of the genitive casd—ahimate] nouns
but it is not obligatory; the other “parallel” emdj is-a. The choice (“repartition of endings”)
is conditioned by “lexical factors”. She adds teame regularities can, nevertheless, be observed
and they “are dependent on the meaning or morploalbgtructure of nouns”. These regularities,
according to Grzegorczykowa, are tendencies, nesréll authors mention exceptions.

In the GENITIVE and ACCUSATIVE tables below, groogs offered by the three authors
are collated.

> For a detailed study on Polish grammatical gender see Kucata (1978).

® “The use of the ending -a and -u actually dependscastomand the indicator isanguage intuition
Only for few groups some indications can be offered [...].”

" Actually, the authors use various cover names or descriptiotisefgroups and the “contents” of groups
may differ too.
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Table 1. -u GENITIVES [+masculine, —animate]

KLEMENSIEWICZ DOROSZEWSKI GRZEGORCZYKOWA
borrowings + +
“umystowe” (mental) + abstract nouns + (abstract and “czynioiowe”,

i.e. referring to activities)

collective + +

“materialne” (substances, mass) + + (uncountable)

days of the week
+

ending in-unek

members of homonymic pairs
that do not refer to persons

Some proper nouns

As far as borrowings are concerned, Klemensiewli®8{: 268) offers the following examples:
N. teat® (E. theatre), Gteatru
N. regulamin(E. rules and regulations), @&gulaminu
N.alarm (E. alarm), Galarmu

Doroszewski’'s examples of borrowing are listedhe entrydopetniacz(E. genitive) (1980: 122)
and in addition teeatr include:

N. puder(E. cosmetic powder), Gudru

N. ksztatt(E. shape), Gksztattu

N. dach(E. roof), G.dachu

Grzegorczykowa (1998 : 307) offers the followingumples:
N.impas(E. impasse), Gmpasu
N. heksamet(E. hexameter), Gieksametru
N. marsz(E. a march), Gmarszu
N. tampon(E. tampon), Gtamponu
N. tramwaj(E. tram, tramcar), Gramwaju
N. hotel (E. hotel), Ghotell?

She also writes that all nouns ending in the notivaan -izm (all of them borrowed) takeu
in the genitive, e.g. Npedantyzm(E. pedantry), GpedantyzmuN. neologizm(E. neologism),
G. neologizmu.

It goes without saying that to most of these graagrae borrowed nouns also belong, e.g.

N. komputer(E. computer), Gkomputera

N. dolar (E. dollar), Gdolara;

N. ford (E. ford, a car), Gordg;

N. tenis(E. tennis), Gtenisg

N. fokstrot(E. foxtrot), G.fokstrota.

8 As offsets of nominatives are discussed later, their forms are given heditiorato genitives.
° At this point, however, she notices thatis the genitive ending of e.gelikopter(E. helicopter)parasol
(E. umbrella); see als@ genitives below.
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Table 2. -a GENITIVES [+masculine, — animate]

KLEMENSIEWICZ DOROSZEWSKI GRZEGORCZYKOWA
diminutives +
augmentatives
body parts +
nomina instrumenti
household containers +
tools + (+)
measure units + +
coins

names of brands

+
games +
dances +
newspapers and magazines
numbers
months + +

mushrooms, fruits
soft stem nouns
nouns meaning “a part”
proper nouns

derivatives ending irak
-nik

1.3. Accusative forms

Occasionally, the choice of an accusative forml$® aroublesome. Masculine inanimate nouns
are said to have the accusative form identical wh#ir nominative form. This, however, is not
always the case although none of Polish dictiosar@msulted offers alternative accusative endings
in tables presenting inflectional patterns.

All the aforementioned authors notice that genitfieems of masculine inanimate nouns
are occasionally used where accusative / nomindtisres are expected. Klemensiewicz (1981:
272) observes that genitive forms of some [-aniimabteins are increasingly used as accusative
forms. Doroszewski's entrpiernik (E. accusative) (1981: 43 — 4) reads in 3. thaadldition
to [+animate, +masculine] nouns¢cusative and genitive forms of other types ofnisoare also
identical, meaning that -a is their ending. Grzegorczykowa (1998: 300 - 1)ntiomis
genitive/accusative syncretism of some [-animatlmforms while introducing declinations
of [+masculine, +animate] nouns. She writes thatafd—animate] noun to join the [+animate]
category, its genitive endingl needs to be changed i@ as well. If a noun e.gsport takes-u
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in the genitive (this form refers to an activity)da -a, which refers to a name of cigarettes, two
lexemes are born that are homonymous: one is [-a@B]mand the other is [+animate].
She observes that the group of grammatically [+atéimouns keeps growing.

Table 3-a ACCUSATIVES of [-animate] nouns

KLEMENSIEWICZ DOROSZEWSKI GRZEGORCZYKOWA
dead and supernatural person + ()P
dances + +
games +
coins + + (monetary units)
_ (brands)
cigarettes + +
cars +
mushrooms
fixed phrases +

Actually, dolar, ford, and fokstrothave-a in both, the genitive and the accusative.

1.4. Summary

From the above it follows that [-animate] noun®pftake-a in the genitive alongside [+animate]
nouns. The consonantal offsets of these [-aninmatehs can be very different. It also follows that
[-animate] nouns that have genitives can also have accusatives, e.g.

Widz ananasa i ogorek.
| see a pineapple [accusative = genitive] armicmber [accusative = nhominative]

Nie widz ananasa ani  ogorka.
| do not see a pineapple [genitive] nor a cucunipenitive]

2. Test

A diagnostic test was designed to check forms obdGowed masculine inanimate nouns used
by 32 freshmen in the Institute of Linguistics ada#n Mickiewicz University, Pozma(January
2002). The students knew English (elementary t@aded levels).

In this pilot study, old and new borrowings werestéel. Some tested nouns are part
of everyday vocabulary and some are technicaliensfic words.

Forty-four nouns were direct objects and 12 of thesre used in negated sentences.
Two nouns were used after prepositibm which is followed by the genitive case forms. Two
nouns -skanerandsonar— were used as direct objects of the ueng (E. to use) that requires the
direct object in the genitive case. Their nomimat{tare) forms were provided and the students
were asked to decide whether they use a bare ®rm,form or an-a form in each of the test
sentences. They could give several forms if thedubkem, add a form in brackets indicating that
they do not use it but are familiar with it anddiwe no form if they felt unsure or did not know
a word. Forms of the following nouns were tested:

19 She does not list “supernatural persons.”
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Genitives of direct objects in negated sentences:
smecz, kondom, bestseller, katamaran, keks, tostdkower, casting, cheddar, display,

pulsar, baseball

after prepositioro: terminal, tiebreak

direct objects of the venzy¢ (E. to use): skaner, sonar
Accusatives of direct objects:
airbus, chip, drink, kolt, flamaster, flesz, futjlg hamburger, gokart, grejpfrut, jeep, klaps,
krakers, laser, poker, replay, sedan, set, sqsalm, tenis, thriller, tuner, walkman, algol,

catering, drajw, komp, pickup

2.1. Test sentences
For convenience, the sentences reproduced belogvbean numbered and translations provided.

1.

Nie widziata mojego smecz.....
She did not see my smash.

2. Nie miat kondom

He did not have a condom.

He bought a sedan (car).

3. Widzielsmy airbus.......... 4. Nie czytatam tego bestseller........
We saw an airbus. | did not read this bestseller.
5. Podaj mi chip........ 6. Chcesz drink............ ?
Pass me the chip. Would you like a drink?
7. Wyjat kolt...... 8. Dajflamaster.........
He pulled out his colt. Give me a felt-tip pen.
[flamaster < E. Flowmaster]
9. On ma flesz........ 10. Ona maful.......
He has got a flash lamp. She has a full house.
11. Podaj grill..... 12. Zjem hamburger.........
Fetch the grill. | will eat a hamburger.
13. Widz gokart.......... 14. Zjedz grejpfrut..........
| see a go-kart. Eat a grapefruit.
15. Kupk jeep........ 16. Nie widzielimy katamaran.........
I will buy a jeep. We did not see the catamaran.
17. Nie ma ju keks.......... 18. Dat mi klaps..........
There is no more fruitcake. He gave me a spank.
[keks < E. cakes] [klaps < E. clap]
19. Chcesz krakers........ ? 20. Widzisz laser........... ?
Do you want a cracker (biscuit)? Do you see a/the laser?
21. Lubg poker......... 22. Oghdal replay........
| like poker. He watched a replay.
23. Kupit sedan....... 24. Wygrali set.........

They won the set (tennis,
valleyball).

I must reach the terminal.

25. UWzyj skaner........ 26. Lubg squash............
Use the scanner. | like squash.

27. Zrobit szlem........ 28. Lubkg tenis........
He made a grand slam (bridge). | like tennis

29. Muse dojs¢ do terminal............ 30. Oghdat thriller........

He watched a thriller.

31. Doszto do tie-break.......... 32. Nie mam toster..........

It came to a tie-break. | do not have a toaster.
33. Dostatétuner......... ? 34. Masz walkman.......... ?

Did you get the tuner? Have you got a walkman?
35. Nie byto walkower.......... 36. Znam algol..........

There was no walkover. | know ALGOL.

37.

Nie byto casting
There was no casting (TV).

38. Zorganizowat catering
He organized the catering.

39.

Nie mam cheddar...........
| have no cheddar.

40. Nie widziat jej display.........
He did not see her display
(computer).
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41. Masz ich drajw........ ?
Do you have their drive
(computer)?
43. Nie dostrzegt pulsar............
He did not spot the pulsar.
45, Nie lub¢ baseball...........
| do not like baseball.

2.2. Expected case forms

Noun entries were originally checked in 5 dictioesr Maty stownik gzyka polskiegdSmall
dictionary of the Polish languagbenceforthMSJP] (Skorupka, Auderska, tempicka, 1968),
Stownik poprawnej polszczyzilyictionary of the correct PolisthenceforthSPP] (Doroszewski
1980), Nowy stownik poprawnej polszczyziiNew dictionary of the correct Polisthenceforth
NSPP] (Markowski 1999)Stownik wspoétczesnegezyka polskiegdDictionary of contemporary
Polish languageienceforthSWJP] (1998) anthny Stownik dzyka Polskiego PWNA Different
Dictionary of the Polish LanguageenceforthiSJP] (Bako: 2000). In 2003, dictionaries on a CD-
ROM released by PWN were consulte8tofvniki PWN: Stownikegyka polskiego, Stownik
ortograficzny, Stownik wyrazoéw obcych, Stownik peyprej polszczyznyDictionaries PWN:
Dictionary of Polish language, Spelling dictionamjctionary of foreign words, Dictionary
of proper Polish] 2003, version 1HenceforthCD).

In the first parts of the dictionaries, declensiparadigms are given. MSJP, SPP, NSPP
and CD present 5 masculine paradigms. Accordinirs$o four, inanimate nouns are declined.
In MSJP, SPP and CD, inanimate nouns in the sindnage-a in the genitive and the accusative
form identical to the nominative. In NSPP, the ésblith inflectional patterns “give inflectional
forms of a noun that are not given in the entrigs” xxxii). In the case of masculine nouns
in the singular, these ar@ in the genitive and information that they have aative forms
identical with their nominative forms.In SPP, offsets of nouns are the criterion foigmésg them
to inflectional patterns and since MSJP, NSPP and@ve the same patterns a shortened véfsion
of SPP patterns (Doroszewski 1980: xxvi — xxviipresented below.

42. Masz komp.......... ?

Have you got a CD/ a computer?

44. Maesz wyc sonar.........
You can use a/the sonar.
Kup mi pikup............

Buy me a pickup.

46.

Table 4. Inflectional patterns

| Il 1| v
CASE <¢, dz,j, 1,5, <c,cz,dz, d <b,d,, m,n
2>, <> <p,b, | 05 <k, g, ch> St Z;p'
m, w>

S Nom. ) %) %) %)

| Gen. -a -a -a -a

N Dat. -owi -owi -owi -owi

G Acc.

u An. = Gen. = Gen = Gen. = Gen.
L In. = Nom. = Nom. = Nom. = Nom.
A Inst. -em -em -(i)em -em
R Loc. -u -u -u -u

 To Group I, nouns that end in phonetically soft smmants (palatalized) and /I/ belong

as well as nouns that end in <p, b, w> replaced/@y b’, m’, w'/ [palatalized]

in dependent cases.

e To Group I, nouns that end in functionally sofnsonants belong.
» To Group IV, nouns ending in hard consonants belong

1 See patterns presentechétp:/sjp.pwn.pl/odmiany

12 Examples are omitted.

10
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ISJP gives “rules for forming noun forms” (p. L)hrfEe masculine patterns are given:
[+virile], [-virile, +animate}® and inanimate. No rule is offered for genitivenfis; instead their
endings are given in the entries. The rule for fogrthe accusatives of inanimate nouns reads that
they are identical with their nominative form¢ { X).

SWJP offers separate groups of inflectional pastefor masculine [+virile], masculine
animate and masculine inanimate nouns. There age tiroups of paradigms for inanimate nouns
and each of them has 2 or 3 sub-paradigms. Altthegehe nouns can follow 8 inanimate patterns
and one pattern of masculine animate nouns (p. Smne patterns hava and someu genitives.

On p. xiii, it reads that the masculine animate arahimate genders are established on the basis
of formal criteria only (not semantic characteds}i*. This formal criterion for masculine animate
gender is the accusative — genitive syncretismha gingular and for the masculine inanimate
gender it is the nominative — accusative syncretisrfollows that semantically inanimate nouns
may be formally animate.

In all dictionaries consulted, genitive singularnfie of masculine inanimate nouns are given
in the entries as a rule and occasionally accusatingular forms are given tddThis practice
“corresponds” to problems Poles might have withftres in question.

MSJPlists 14 noun¥ of the 46 nouns tested, SPP lists 15 nouns, NBRR3IL nouns, SWJP
lists 35 nouns, and ISJP lists 37 nouns. ISJPtisgably the first learners’ dictionary on the market
CD lists 43 nouns. Numbers of entries demonstiae iorrowings from English are increasingly
present in Polish. The spellings of nouns testeg¢ way. In the table below, the test forms
are reproduced which, as it has happened, areiégdemd CD spellings. In the tabl§ stands
for structureN for negation andlo marks sentences with this preposition. All relévaformation
provided in the entries is includdd. stands for inanimate akh for animate (their genitive forms
are used as accusative forms, i.e. they end)inRoman numbers are the numbers of inflectional
paradigms. Genitive endings in brackets are raveng; accusative forms in brackets alternate
with nominative (bare) forms. If no accusative ewdis given and the noun is not marked
as animate, its accusative form is identical tortbminative.

In the oldest dictionary, only 14 nouns are listed in the most recent dictionary as many
as 42 are listed. Of the nouns checked, only tweonat listed in any dictionary, i.e. (38atering
and (42)komp (38) is definitely used in Polish; (42) is veofloquial.

If an accusative form of a listed noun was not gjvé was assumed that the form
was identical to the nominative form and the nouaswnanimate. Consequently, according
to dictionaries, nouns listed as 1 — 4, 8 — 9,181~ 17, 20, 22 — 23, 29 — 33, 35 -36, 39 - 4], 43
45 — 46 are inanimate whereas 5 — 7, 12, 14 —85; 19, 24 — 25, 26 — 28, 44 are grammatically
or formally animate. The least clear case is 18aah of its two entries gives different information
In the remaining cases, it was assumed that theitirgy identification was more widely accepted
and thus 13 was accepted to be inanimate and 234nere accepted to be animate.

Considering the tested nouns, their number in ahetiies more than tripled in 35 years.
The number of grammatically animate nouns has gtewn. In MSJP only 1 noun follows
an animate declension, in SPP 3 nouns, in NSPR 8WJP 8 (+1 In/An), in ISJP 14 (+2 In/An,
An/In) and on CD 12 nouns are animate. Althoughgenitives are said to be common with
borrowings, in ISJP and on CEy genitives are rare. In ISJP only 2 nouns are asdignand 4-
a/-uand on CD, 8 nouns hawvegenitives and 11 hava/-u genitives.

3 The word used isxskozwierzce, i.e masculine [+animal].

14 Rodzaj meskazywotny lub meskoniezywotny ustala i wytacznie na podstawie kryterium formalnego
[....] a nie widciwosci semantycznych”.

15 Genitive and accusative forms of other nouns in the singular are giy, virtually only if the structure
of a noun stem changes e.g. bsiot (E, donkey), G.osta or if there might be some problems
with the spelling.

16 Occasionally though, the required meanings are not included in the noynFemtdetails see footnotes
to the table below.

11
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Table 5. Dictionary entries of the nouns tested

SWJP

MSJP SPP NSPP ISJP CD
No Noun S 1968 1980 1999 1998 2000 2003
(1996)
1 smecz N NG -u - I1G-u Inlll G -u InG -u IN1G-u
2 kondom N - - IVG-u InlG-u InG -u IVG-u
3 airbus - - - InlG-u InG -a G -a/-u
aerobus aerobus
4 bestseller N I IVG-a IVG-a InlG InG -a IV G -al-u
bestseler (-u) (-u) -al-u
5 [chip - - - - AnG -a GH4
6 drink - - Il G/A -a An lla An G -a I G/A -a
7 kolt \Y - IV G/A -a 2m *° An G -a IV G/A -a
8 | flamaste? - - IVG -a InlG-a InG -a IVG-a
9 flesz I1G-u Il G -a/l-u Il. G -a/l-u Inlll G InG -a Il G -al-u
-al-u
10 ful - - - - An G -a 1G-a
11 grill - - |G -a In lll G -a InG -a 1G-a
12 hamburger - - IV G/A -3 An | An G -a IV G/A -a
13 gokard - IV G -a IVG-a InlG-a An G -a IV G @&/
14 | grejpfrut v IV G -a IVG-a | InlIn/An An G -a IVG-a
A (-a) G-a /In A (-a)
15 | jeep - IV G -a IVG/A-a| Anldp An G -a IV G/A -a
16 katamaran N - IVG-a/-u IVG-a-t InlG-afu In&u | IVG-al-u
17 keks N IVG-u IWG-ual] IVG-u/-d InlG-u/a In Ga| IVG-al-u
18 klaps IV(A-a)* | IVG/A-a | IVGIA-a An | An G-a | IVG/A-a
19 krakers - - IVG/A-a| AnlIG-a An G -a IV G/A -a
20 laser \Y - IVG-a InlG -a InG -a IVG-a
21 poker \% IVG/A-a| IVG/A-a InlG-a An G-a| IG/A-a
22 replay - - IG-u/-a| InliG-a In G-a-u |G -al
23 sedan - - - InG -a G-u
24 set v IV G/A -a IVG-a An | An G -a IVG-a
A (-a) A (-a)
25 skaner to use - - - Inl G -4 InG -4 G-a
26 squash - - - - AnG -a -
27 szlem v IVG-a(u) IVG/A-aj AnlG-alt An G-a IVG-a
u (-u) A-a
A -a
28 | tenis v V2 G -a IVG-a An | INAnG -a| IVG-a
A(a) A(-a)
29 terminal do - - IG-u(@| InlllG-g In G-u| I G-u(-a)
(-a)
30 thriller - - IVG-a InlG-a InG -a IVG-a
31 tie-break do - - NG-u InllaG -3 In G-a " a -
G -u?
32 toster N - - IVG-a InlG-a In G-a IV G -a
33 tuner - - IVG-a InlG -a InG -a IVG-a
34 walkman - - IVG-a-A InlG-a An G-a IV G/A -a
(-a)
35 walkower N v IV G -u/a WVG-u| InlG-u An/In IVG-u
(-a) G-u/-a
36 algol - - | G -u- - - 1G-u
37 casting N - - - - - G-u

" When the genitive is not given, it is assumed it ends in -a.
181f no paradign number is given it is because it was not provided.

% probably a typographic error.

2 |n the genitive, the form amastra
2L The accusative ending is not specified, however an example is given with asdklagsa.
22|n some phrases, egya¢ w tenisa the accusative form ends-ia
% Slownik gzyka polskieggives -a whereaStownik poprawnej polszczyzgiyes -u in the genitive.

12



Hanna Mausch: Current Alternations in Inflection of Polish Masculine Inanimate No@&nsgular...

38 catering - - - - - -

39 cheddar N - - IV G -a/-u - InG -a IV G -a
G -a/-¢*

40 | display N - - - - - G-u

41 | drajw VG -& - - INnIG-u - IVG-u

42 komp - - - - - -

43 pulsar N - - - - - IV G -a

44 sonar to use - - - In1G-u - IV G -u

45 baseball N - 1G-u 1G-u Inlll G -y InG -a I1G-u

46 | pickup - IVG-u - Inl1G-u - %

2.3. Test results

Sixteen nouns were analyzed. With the partial etoepof 35, all nouns are identified
in dictionaries as inanimate. Dictionaries giegenitive endings of 1, 2, 37, 40, 44 and 45. Of
these nouns, students assigned eunlyo 37 and favored it strongly in 29, 44 and 45efo%0%
of forms given). They preferredh genitives of the other three nouns. In 16 and Bay tweakly
favored-u whereas in 4, 35 and 43 they weakly favor@dStudents preferrega genitives of ten
nouns (62.5% of the 16 nouns tested for genitive$d

Genitive forms identical to nominative / accusafivare) forms were very rarely used.

Table 6. Students’ answers: negated direct objelitect objects after preposition do and

after wy¢
Dictionaries
o Dla @/u

No Noun S bas:gd?r?gnltlve @ @) a (a) ol u ) uD gji
1 | smecz N —u 19 1 4

2 | kondom N —u 22 2 6 4
4 | bestseller N -al-u 16 4 13 2 3
16 | katamaran N -al-u 2 12 2 16 2 1
17 | keks N -u/-a 24 7 1 1
25 | skaner to -a 4 23 2 2 1 1 2

use

29 | terminal do -u/-a 3 27 2
31 | tie-break do -a (-u) 9 1 17 1 2
32 | toster N -a 30 2

35 | walkower| N -u (-a) 17 1 10 3
37 | casting N -u 32

39 | cheddar N -a (-u) 1 19 5 2
40 | display N -u 1 19 2 3 2
43 | pulsar N -a 11 8 4
44 | sonar to -u 2 1 1 1 21 1 1

use
45 | baseball N -u (-a) 1 7 2 20 2

Thirty nouns were analyzed. Two tested nouns haveliationary entries, i.e. 38 and 42,
and in the case @hip (5) the dictionaries provide no information abisitinflection.

Of the remaining twenty seven nouns, thirteen aimmate according to dictionaries and their
preferred genitive ending g. Students very strongly favored accusatives of twelve of them, 28
being the exception (bare form, i.e. inanimate)e Bkher fourteen nouns are inanimate according
to dictionaries and thus their accusatives shodddentical to nominatives. Students strongly
favored the uninflected accusatives of four no<22, 30 and 33 and the nominative form was
the only form given by students in 20 (and 38).tAe remaining nine nouns listed as inanimate,

24 G -a/-u is offered iBlownik ortograficzny
% |isted as a term used in tennis.
% Listed only inStownik wyrazéw obcycimo grammatical comments provided.
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students attached endings. They provided emfprms in the case of 34 and favoredorms of 3,
9, 11, 13, 23, 36, 41 and 46. In 5 and 42, thayfal¢ored -a

When inanimate masculine nouns functioned as dbfcts in the accusative, in 6 cases
their nominative forms were the only forms, thabry 20% of 30 nouns have been interpreted
as inanimate. Four nouns were grammatically botimate and inanimate (12.5%). The remaining
20 nouns were grammatically animate (66.63%hllows that 80% of 30 nouns tested was judged
by students to be animate or potentially animateofding to dictionaries (27 entries), 14 nouns,
i.e. 51.8%, were inanimate and 13 were animate8R44). In comparison with dictionary entries,
the percentage of animate and potentially animatms grew by nearly 30%.

Table 7. Students’ answers: accusative forms @fctliobjects

- . | Dictionaries
Dictionaries based @lu
No | Noun | S p:r"i‘;ﬁgm gentve | @ | @) | a | (@) ?/g u | W | we | YR
ending
3 | airbus In -u/-a 9 1 20 1
5 | chip ? -a 8 22 2 1
6 | drink An -a 32
7 | kolt An -a 2 22 4
8 | flamastet’ In -a 26 3 2 3
9 |flesz In -al-u 8 20 1 1
10 | ful An -a 1 28 1 1
11 | gril In -a 5 24 1 3
12 | hamburge An -a 32
13 | gokart In -a (-u) 1 29
14 | grejpfrut An -a 1 1 31 1
15 | jeep An -a 32
18 | klaps An -a (-u) 32
19 | krakers An -a 32
20 | laser In -a 32
21 | poker An -a 3 28 1 1
22 | replay In -al-u 26 2 5 2
23 | sedan In -al-u 3 2§ 1
24 | set An -a 3 2 28 2
26 | squash An -a 1 29 1 1
27 | szlem An -a (-u) 5 20 1
28 | tenis An -a 21 1 11 3
30 | thriller In -a 25 1 5 3 2
33 | tuner In -a 26 5 2
34 | walkman In -a 32
36 | algol In -u 1 10 1 1
38 | catering - - 32
41 | drajw In -u 6 1 20 1
42 | komp - - 25 1
46 | pikup In -u 1 30

"In the genitive, the form Bamastra.
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3. Analysis

3.1. Phonology

In the tables below, nouns are grouped accordintheédr offsets following group descriptions
offered by Doroszewski in SPP.

Tables 8 and 9. Nouns grouped according to thégets

I Il 11l v
<¢, dz<]l>n $, 2>, <c, ¢z, d;, d, rz, sz, <k, g, ch> <b,d,t, m,n, p,r,s,
z> t,w, z>
<p, b, m, w>

No | D D a u

G
1 In -u X smecz
2 | In -u X kondom
4 |In| -al-u|x | X bestseller
16 | In | -a/-u| x| X katamaran
17 | In | -u/-a| x keks
25 | In -a X skaner
29 | In | -ul-a X terminal
31 | In -a | X X tie-break

(-u)
32 | In -a X toster
35 | In -u [ X X walkower

(-a)
37 | - -u X casting
39 | In -a | X cheddar

(-u)
40 | - U | x displag®
43 | - -a [ x| X pulsar
44 | In -u X sonar
45 | In -u | X X baseball

(-a)

@lalu | 1] 1] v

3 In | -u/-a| x|x airbus
5 ? -a | X|X chip
6 | An -a X drink
7 | An -a X kolt
8 In -a X flamaster
9 | In |-al-u| x|X flesz
10 | An -a X ful
11| In -a X gril
12 | An -a X hamburger
13| In -a X gokart

(-u)
14 | An -a X grejpfrut
15 | An -a X jeep
18 | An -a X klaps

(-u)
19 | An -a X krakers
20| In -a X laser
21| An | -a X poker
22| In | -al-u| x replay
23| In | -a/-u X sedan
24 | An -a X set
26| An| -a X squash
27 | An -a X szlem

28 The pronunciation of the final letter is that of Polish <j>.
2 The pronunciation of the final fricative is that of Polish <sz>.
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(u)
28| An | -a |x |X tenis
30| In -a | X thriller
33| In -a X tuner
34| In -a X walkman
36| In -u X algol
38| - - X catering
41| In -u X drajw
42 | - - X komp
46 | In -u X pikup

As the forms used in the accusative are identicagither genitive or nominative forms,

if an inflected form is used in the accusativés identical to the genitive form.

GROUP I

-ais attached téul (10),grill (11) andalgol (36) in the accusative.

-u is preferred withierminal (29) andbaseball(45) in the genitive.

The preferred genitive ending display(40) is-a.

The preferred accusative formreplay (22) is identical to the nominative form.

GROURP lI:-a
The preferred genitive ending efhec1) is-a.
The preferred accusative endingflekz(9) andsquash(26) is-a.

GROUP Il
Genitive and accusatives of nouns ending-(in)g end in-u only and the same ending

is the preferred form dfe-break(31) in the genitive, this preference is not sgrbowever.

GROUP IV
In the table below, nouns are grouped accordinfyew final consonants.

Tables 10 and 11. Nouns in group IV

No D g a u Noun -m -n -p -r -S -t -W
2 In -u X kondom X
4 In -a/-u X X bestseller X
16 In -a/-u X X katamaran X
17 In -u/-a X keks X
25 In -a X skaner X
32 In -a X toster X
35 In -u (-a) X X walkower X
39 In -a (-u) X cheddar X
43 - -a X X pulsar X
44 In -u X sonar X
D
No D G g | a u Noun -m -n -p -r -s -t -W
3 In -u/-a X | X airbus X
5 ? -a X | X chip X
7 An -a X kolt X
8 In -a X flamaster X
12 An -a X hamburger X
13 In -a (-u) X gokart X
14 An -a X grejpfrut X
15 An -a X jeep X
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18 An -a (-u) X klaps X
19 An -a X krakers X
20 In -a X laser X
21 An -a X poker X
23 In -a/-u X sedan X
24 An -a X set X
27 An -a (-u) X szlem X
28 An -a X X tenis X
30 In -a X thriller X
33 In -a X tuner X
34 In -a X walkman X
41 In -u X drajw X
42 - - X komp X
46 In -u X pikup X
-m

The preferred genitive ending kbndom(2) andthe accusative ending szlem((27) is-a.

-n

Both -u and-a forms ofkatamaran(16) are used in the genitivej being slightly favored. Thea
accusative ofedan(23) is strongly favored and is the only accugatorm ofwalkman(34).

P

The preferred accusative ending of all these nianzs

-r

The genitive endinga of pulsar (43) is slightly favored ovet; it is also the favored genitive form
of walkower (35) and the strongly favored genitive formto$ter (32), cheddar(39) andskaner
(25).

The strongly favored genitive endingswinar(44) is-u.

The accusative endinga is the only form ofhamburger(12) and the strongly favored form
of poker(21).

Accusatives identical with nominatives are stronfgiyored in the case dflamaster(8), thriller
(30) andtuner (33). In the case daser(20), only the nominative form is used.

-S

The strongly favored genitive form &kks(17) ends ina. In the accusativea is the strongly
favored ending odirbus (3) and the only ending &faps(18) andkrakers(19). In the case @énis
(28), the accusative / nominative syncretic formrisferred.

-t

The strongly preferred accusative ending of allnsois-a.

-w

The strongly preferred accusativedoéjw (41) is-a.

* Regularities

GROUP |
Both-a and-u are used in the genitive. Genitive / accusativestism occurs.
GROUP I
The genitive ends ira. Genitive / accusative syncretism occurs.
GROUP Il
The genitive ending of nouns ending in <-(in)g>-usand their accusative is uninflected.
Accusative / genitive syncretisraj occurs with nouns that end in <-k>.
GROUP IV
Both -a and-u genitives occur. Genitive - accusative syncreti®eurs.

The only regularity observed (and confirmed by adthother observations) is that nouns ending

in <-ing> (GROUP Ill) have-u genitives and uninflected accusatives. This, h@aredoes not
necessarily refer to other borrowed nouns ending-g». Soft and functionally soft offsets do not

17
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determine the choice of case endings. Neither Emglor Polish spelling of the nouns influences
the choice of endings.

3.2. Meanings

An attempt was made to assign the tested noungapg other than borrowings identified
by Klemensiewicz, Doroszewski and Grzegorczykowduidned out that the groupings and their
names or descriptions offered are imprecise enowghmake this assignment troublesome
and subjective. Some nouns could be assigned te than one group.

Of -u genitives, nouns ending in <-ing> referactivities and were indeed assignadin the
genitive. Replay (22 In) anddisplay (40 In) also refer to activities but less strafigiwardly.
The preferred genitive of 40 wasand the preferred accusative of 22 was that ohtmeinative.

Endings ofuncountable nouns cheddar(39), baseball(45), poker (21), squash(26), tenis
(28),algol (36) (andkeks(17))° vary and no pattern has been observed.

A number of nouns tested can be considered to mes@ftools or nomina intrumenti that
are likely to havea genitives. These atester(32), chip (5), flesz(9), grill (11),laser (20),skaner
(25), tuner (33),walkman (34), drajw (41), komp (42), sonar (44) and possiblychip (5).
All of them are identified as inanimate in dictioies except for 5. Most of them were assigreed
genitives and accusatives. Exceptions were 20 &ndlibse preferred accusatives were identical
to nominatives and 44 whose preferred genitive \was

Among the tested nouns some are namesgafes that should have -a genitives
and accusatives. These d@a&seball(45, In), poker(21), squash(26) andtenis(28). Interestingly,
however, in the case of 21, students preferreduthieflected accusative. Some nouns are terms
used in sports. These amecz(1 In), tie-break (31 In)and ful (10 An),set(24 An),szlem(27
An)*! andwalkower (35 In). Their preferred genitives and accusatieeded in-a, except for 31
(-u genitive) and 23 (uninflected accusative).

Several nouns denoting carshwands were assigneda genitives:gokart (13 In), jeep(15
An), sedan(23 In) andpikup (46 In). In the accusative this ending was prefirby students
as well although only 15 is animate according idiaries Airbus (3 In) andkolt (7) are another
brand names and their preferred accusatives ended. iFlamaster (8 In) is not recognized
as a brand name and its preferred accusative wasathe as its nominative.

Among the tested nouns are nouns dendtiogd: keks(17 In),cheddar(39 In),drink (6 An),
hamburger (12 An), grejpfrut (14 An) and krakers (19 An) and their preferred genitives
and accusatives ended 4a. This group of nouns can be linked tmdshrooms’ and “fruits”
identified by Doroszewski and “mushrooms” identifiey Grzegorczykowa.

Two nouns denotbooks or films: bestseller(4 In) andthriller (30 In). The preferred genitive
ending of 4 wasa. The preferred accusative of 30 was uninflected.

The remaining nouns do not belong to any meaningmkondom(2 In), katamaran(16 In),
klaps(18),terminal (29 In) andpulsar (43 In).

* Regularities
It was confirmed that nouns referring to activitize inanimate Acc = Nom). However their
genitives end iAu only after <-ing>.

The preferred genitive and accusative ending ohedhat are names of cars and/or brands
is -a if they are recognized as such.

A group of nouns referring to food has been distiglged and their preferred and sometimes
only genitive and accusative endingas

%0'Keks(17) may be used in reference to a biscuit and thus is both a countable and uncountable noun.
311t was assumed that hardly any student would be competent in teonigheto identifydrajw (41) with
tennnis.
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3.3. Context: The Verb

All nouns, except for the ones that followdd, functioned as direct objects but they followed
various verbs and verb forms.

In 29 and 44, direct objects followed infinitivesdathe preferred noun forms endedun

Some verbs have been used more than once.

Forms used aftertd seé varied (1, 3, 13, 16, 20, 40).

The preferred accusative forms used aftenatch” were identical to nominatives (22, 30).

Forms used aftertd give/to fetcH varied (5, 8, 11, 18, 33).

The preferred genitive and accusative form usest ‘@i have” ended ina (2, 9, 10, 32, 34,
39, 41, 42). This was also the preferred genitiveireg of 17°.

The preferred genitive form used aftéw feach/ to come t6 ended in-u (29, 31).

Genitive forms used aftéro be” varied (35, 37).

Genitive and accusative forms used afterlike” varied (21, 26, 28, 45).

Genitive forms used aftetd us€ varied (25, 44).

Nouns used aftert¢é want” and “to eat’ refer to food and their preferred accusative agdi
is-a (6,19 and 12, 14)

Nouns that follow to buy” are names of cars/brands and their preferredsative endin isa
(15, 23, 46)

Some sentences with the tested nouns are statenstse are questions and orders.
In orders, genitive forms were used. The data, weware insufficient to draw any conclusions.

* Regularities

If any regularities can be observed these are iie@nce to usas genitives and accusatives after
infinitives anddo (after verbs meaning “to reach/ to come to”), thefgrence to use accusatives
identical to nominatives after “to watch” and theeference to usea genitives and accusatives
after “to have”.

4. Conclusions

Regularities observed above are listed next tagkeed nouns in the table below. In the dictionary
entry column, genitive endings of inanimate nound genitive/accusative endings of animate
nouns are listed.

Table 12. Regularities

Dictionar Endin . Context:
No Noun S entry y preferrgd Phonology Meaning verb
1 | smecz N In -u -a
2 | kondom N In -u -a to have -g
3 | airbus In -a/-u An -a brand -a
4 | bestseller N In -a(-u) -a/-u
5 | chip An -a An -a
6 | drink An -a An -a food -a (to want) -a
7 | kolt An -a An -a brand -a
8 | flamastet® In -a In -@
9 | flesz In -a/-u An -a to have -3
10 | ful An -a An -a
11 | grill In -a An -a
12 | hamburger An -a An -a food -a (to eat) 4a
13 | gokart In -a An -a car -a
14 | grejpfrut An -a An -a food -a (to eat) -a
15 | jeep An -a An -a car/brand -a (to buy) ta
16 | katamaran| N In -a/-u -u/-a
17 | keks N In -a/-u -a food -a to have -a

321n Polishnie mameans “there is no”.
% In the genitive, the form Bamastra.
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18 | klaps An -a An -a

19 | krakers An -a An -a food -a (to want) ra

20 | laser In -a In -@

21 | poker An -a An -a

22 | replay In -a/-u In -@ (activity) In to watch

Acc -@

23 | sedan In -u An -a car -a (to buy) 1a

24 | set An -a An -a

25 | skaner to In -a -a

use

26 | squash An -a An -a

27 | szlem An -a (-u) An -a

28 | tenis An -a In/An -@/-a

29 | terminal do In -u/-a -u infinitive -u
to reach/to
come to -u

30 | thriller In -a In -@ to watch

Acc -@

31 | tie-break do In -a(-u) -u/-a to reach/to
cometo -u

32 | toster N In -a -a to have -3

33 | tuner In -a In-@

34 | walkman In -a An -a to have -a

35 | walkower N In -u (a) -al-u

36 | algol In -u An -a

37 | casting N In -u -u -ing +u activity In_-y

38 | catering - In-@ -ing +@ activity In -&

39 | cheddar N In -a(-u) -a food -a to have ra

40 | display N - -a (activity) In

41 | drajw In -u An -a to have -a

42 | komp - An -a to have -a

43 | pulsar N In -a -al-u

44 | sonar to In -u -u infinitive -u

use
45 | baseball N In-u -u
46 | pikup In -u An -a car -a (to buy) -a

Even though the number of nouns tested was onlysdfe conclusions can be offered
and the first one is that very few regularitiesdaeen observed.

Phonological conditioning of endings has not beamd, i.e. the offsets do not condition
the choice of endings. Nouns ending in <-ing> rdtemctivities, are inanimate and end in -u
in the genitive. In their case either the meaningh® formant -ing can condition the choice
of endings.

The meaning of nouns is important in the case adfand cars/brands. These nouns
are interpreted as animate and take -a in theigerihd accusative.

Nouns used in the context of “to have” tend to fterpreted as animate and their preferred
genitive and accusative ending is -a. This may dlsothe preferred form of nouns used
in the context of “to want”.

The results demonstrate that among borrowingsntiraber of “grammatically” inanimate
nouns is small and a huge majority of nouns arerpmeted as “grammatically” animate
or potentially animate. All genitive and genitive¢asative forms considered, the preferred ending
of 35 nouns was -a which amounts to 76%. Thus -& tlva preferred genitive ending of three
fourths of the nouns tested. Contrary to descigtio the books consulted, genitives in -u are used
very rarely with borrowed nouns.

As it appears, relative frequency of the nouns fageal impact on the choice of endings.
With less frequently used nouns including “techfiic@rms, however, students’ preference
of -a agenitives and accusatives was weaker.

Since new words tend to follow the most productpagterns, it follows that the animate
masculine paradigms are productive in Polish.
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In conclusion, borrowed masculine inanimate noun® ancreasingly interpreted
as grammatically animate and in most cases thisrgretation is arbitrary. Hence the term
“facultative animacy” has not been used here amif imply conscious awareness and meaningful
manipulation of case forms.

Of the dictionaries consulted, ISJP most closdlgces the current usage of case forms.
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