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Abstract

This article describes how teachers of Hindi language can
diversify their lessons teaching language for one or two-
year students. The research concerns the usage of
linguistic game Sudoku on Hindi lessons. The article from
which we have made a start is called “Learning to
Hypothesize with Confidence through Sudoku Game
Play”. It was written by Y.L.Teresa Ting, a teacher of the
University of Calabria (Italy). The Hindi version of this
game aims to stimulate interest among students in the
study of complex grammar of Hindi language, especially
mastering the skills for using postpositions, which are not
in their native language. This game is suitable both for
self-study student, and to conduct a linguistic group.

The teaching oriental language for Russian students is very interesting
process but includes many difficulties and depends not only by students
but teachers and the language environment too. In our opinion, teaching
Russian students any orient language should be a captivating game. It is
necessary to compose a teaching material so that teacher and students
could turn their attention from one exercise to another. Educational
process should join a game element. Experienced teachers note that
mechanical repetition of new words does not lead to stable memorization
but only repetition based on associative thinking and visual
accompaniment produces a good effect. Such teaching materials as riddle,
joke, painting of topic-related assignments, dewing up the cards and tables
are convenient forms of recreation and new assignments. Collecting Hindi
text-book for students at Russian State University for the Humanities
(Moscow) the visual aspect with use of associative thinking, exercises on
attentiveness and variants of developing games are also used.

This article deals with a linguistic game which involves both the first
and the second category: it is quite fit for a single student and it can be
well played both in a small and large group. The article from which we
have made a start is called “Learning to Hypothesize with Confidence
through Sudoku Game Play”. It was written by Y.L. Teresa Ting, a teacher



Indira A. Gazieva, Anna Zakharova, Ksenia Isaeva: Linguistic game plays

of the University of Calabria (Italy). The author gave a scenario — one can
play Sudoku in the language group mastering the skills for using modal
verbs. The students are divided into teams and together agreeing or
disagreeing with versions answering the teacher’s questions and one
another’s are using phrases from a hand-out which had been dealt with
earlier. In other words the stress was not made on the game itself, not its
conception but mainly on the discussion. We have found the other way and
the accentuation was made on the game as it is.

1 Hindi linguistic games in the process of
activating vocabulary

The advantage of the linguistic games in the process of teaching foreign
languages is obvious: it allows in a natural game environment to train
language skills of the students, activates a prompt reaction and helps
eliminate a language barrier. It refers to group or team games. There exist
a host of varieties of rebuses, riddles, crosswords, puzzles etc for individual
work without any intention of the contact with class-mates.

2 The game conception:

Let’s recall the way the classic Sudoku is played. The rules of the game are
simple:

» first, the most important numbers of Sudoku is 9:

» the second, the field contains 9 section: 3x3 squares separated by
straight lines;

thus, each section consists of 9 squares, 3 columns and 3 lines;

on the whole, the field is made up of 81 squares — 9 horizontally and
9 vertically;

it is necessary to fill in squares with digits from 1 to 9. In doing so a
number must be only once in the section, once horizontally and
once vertically.

Y VY

A\

We are suggesting a modified version of the Sudoku game intended for

the students who start to learn Hindi language. One of the main problems
arising at the beginning of teaching Hindi is the introduction of a great
relating numbers of postpositions into the active vocabulary. We have
made a game for the students who will easily and quickly master
postpositions forming the basis of the Hindi grammar.
Postpositions are the prepositions in Russian language but in Hindi they
stand not in front of the depending word but after it. There are simple and
compound postpositions in Hindi. The simple one consists of a word and
they are 5: ko — to, se — from, men — in, par — on, at, tak — up to, as far
as, until.

The compound one involves 2 words and more. We use in this game the
simpliest and frequently postpositions: ke lie — for, ke paas — close, near
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to, men se — from amongst, out of. All these are very common in speech in
various contexts, stable combinations, proverbs.

3 Game rule

Compared to the classical Sudoku our game is as follows: the students
must arrange 9 postpositions (not the digits) in the field of 81 squares (the
square is 9x9):

A (1) (1) ko to(etc.)

&1 /R /T (2) (2) kaa\ke\kii (postposition expressing
T (3) possession)

T (5) E4; men in t

. 5) par on, a

HH(6) (6) men se from amongst, out of

as (7) (7) tak up to, as far as, until

% o (8) (8) ke lie for

& are (9) (9) ke paas close, near to

In our version the main rules of the Sudoku game are preserved which are
to be strictly observed by the participants. Here they are:

» in any of the squares 3x3 postpositions can not be repeated:
» postpositions can not be repeated both in corresponding horizontal
and vertical rows either:

All the squares numbered in such a way that the example of the given
specific square can be calculated according to its “coordinates” (the digits
are arranged vertically and the letters of Hindi alphabet are arranged
horizontally) :

Grid 1:

1% (ka)
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What remains to the student is to look through the examples and if he
knows what postposition must be at the place of dots in the given specific
sentence, he must insert it in the corresponding square in the field. The
peculiar criterion for testing the answers is just the rules: if two similar
postpositions happen to be in one row that means we need to check our
answers again. In addition id a student is not able to find out all the getting
in of the postpositions in the examples he/she has got an opportunity “to
start from the contraries” and try to solve logically on which square which
preposition can be best inserted. Then he/she checks whether the answer
fits the corresponding example (the text-book can be used or ask the
teacher). As aresult a student receives the completed field of answers:

Grid 2:
i I £C) aqT T T a e = r
R G| o Jduwm | da | sfow |@w o ™
o &
i 2 | dfew | dom G ity Gl G| a #A A
! ! &I
i 3 (@ /w/| A | W # o a @ | sum | &
i
E 4 :éﬁum & fow # &/ a 0 qFA &l a6
o G
B a® A | 5faw B & uE A EoRES a
o B
L6 @ | @ ® & am & #;a W | Sfaw | Huw
L i
| T a® B Fumg | A3 Lizy # * faw o Gk
I il
I8 g I & fom G H U | B /P a6 w 7a
| I
i | Gl
BEEEEES il 6 & fow |ad C T el
: &
| |
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The use of this advantage of the game (we mean the opportunities for
the students that they can calculate on the basis of the rules the correct
answer without knowing it) is to enable the teacher during the preparation
of materials for this game to include the examples of various levels of
complexity in the tasks. For examples, the most obvious meaning of the

preposition H men - “in, inside of smth.” The students will easily find
out the contexts and transfer in the grid. The great complexity can be

examples when the postposition H men - “in, inside of smth.” is not used

in its first obvious meaning: fecr & afere | Hindii men bolie — “Speak
Hindi”. This example illustrates the rule according to which the expression
“in some language is translated into Hindi” literally like “in some (any)
language” Let’s talk about the postposition X par with his first meaning

“on something”, but it also forms the part of the stable and a very common

expression 3T dir w_ aam taor par “usually, as usual”. So if a
student is not aware of it he logically, solving a puzzle, will start solving it
from other side. He will calculate that in a certain square there must be
just this postposition and later during the checking of the solution the
teacher will just accentuate the attention of the students on this non-trivial
usage of postpositions.

More over the game can be undoubtedly conducted in the group for
consolidation of the material passed: on this case the examples are taken
from the text-book in use (the way ahs been done in our pattern using self-
study books by Rupert Snell). Should we divide the group into two teams
then there is a sense of trying to play the set time (the students are well
aware of the details of the task). But our game is far from a certain number
of participants involved. We have already said that it suits both the
individual work and the group one. In the last case it would be of interest
to organize a game the way Y.L.Teresa Ting suggested in her article: e.g.
hand-outs can be prepared beforehand and the students will find standard
phrases for expression of certainly or uncertainly in their guess. For
examples,

IS .. shavad
FHT & fb... sambhay he ki

{53?735? & fab... mumicin he ki

.. TR .. avashya
A8 & fab... nishchit he ki
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... &/ ho
. &7/ hoga
_ F?WT#/]’?OM;’M
TTAT &1 1 TTAT & [eb... lagta hel lagta he ki

We demonstrate below how the students can play the Sudocu game on
Hindi. The teacher’s task includes many Hindi sentences with gaps where
they can fill them with appropriate postpositions. The English sentences
translate the Hindi ones and demonstrate right equivalents in bold-
underlined-italic. The students fill the grid with right postpositions. All
answers are given on Grid 2 (cited above). For example:

1) & TEr T T ... PH HLA) E:'il (I) main vahaan tiin saal ...kaam
kartii huun (se) — “ I have been working here since three years”.

Grid 3:

15



Investigationes Linguisticae, vol. XX

1T) JAT . oS TSI €1 zamiin ... kuchh paraa hei — “Something was laying
on the earth”.

19) o ... 91dA - %’I Ghar ...saamaan hei — “There 1s a furniture in the house”.
137) 39 fopciTer ... T@T| Is kitaab ... rakho! — “Put this book!”

15T) AAIST ST AT ... &1 Manoj ikkiis saal ... hei — Manoj is twenty one
years old.

1) E_J;_téic_vlsl'dﬁ ) Tl ©| Kuchh logon ... kuchh nahin hei — “Some people
don’t have anything”.

157) d o1 &l gIe ... Ugwﬁ'ffl Ve log kal subah ... pahunchenge — “Those
people will arrive fill tomorrow”.

19) H FordTa AT ... oicdT él Mein kitaab almaarii ... letii huun — T take the
book from the bookcase™.

18) AN ... UElS &1 AGH 99 8 33T #EH adl &| Hamaare ...

pahaar kaa maosam sab se achchaa maosam hotaa hei - “Mounting weather is the

most convenient for us”.

29T) 39T o 3TN ... # 31U GIed & Tgl QQUTITI Agast ke aahir ... mein
apne dost ke yahaan rahuunga — “1 will stay at my friend’s place #ill the end of
August™.

2) AN ... WA ASAATI Agre ... hat bhejnaa! — “Send the letters from Agra!”
28) 3 AN IR ... S@T| Un logon ne chor ... dekhaa — Those people have
seen the thief”.

29) 39 ... fraarafed €2 dap ... kitne bahinen hen? — “How many sisters do
you have?”

2€) &3 37Ul dTdl Pl I5d ... Wold el &d | Ham apne bachchon ko sarak
...khelne nahin dete — “We don’t allow our children to play en the street”.

2T) AW .. aed ST AW %1 Mere ghar ... bahut baraa bag hei —There is a
very big garden near my house”.

257) 9% cUet ... AT o Uche TARTA T &1 Vah daraaz ... biirivon ka peiket
nikaal rahaa hei — “He is taking of the drawer the packet of biri”.

2F) I AT A Aol 3 b fold I &, 31U ... el Ve log yve chiizen un ke

live banate hein, apne ...nahin — “Those people make these things for those but not
for themselves™.

2T) IE IEUATA ... PIH Pl &l Ve aspataal ... kaam kartii hei — “She works
at the hospital”.

===y
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3@) 3 ... ag G A SAT G| Un ... vah sab se uunchii hei — “He is the tallest

among all people”.

3T) g% AUIdAl 3 ... oAl &1 Vah chapaativan mere... laata hei — “He
brings the flat cakes for me”.

3h) A 39 AT Eﬁﬂ%%l Ye us aadmi .. kapre hein — “These clothes are of
that man”.

33T) SIEIS . IAAT AT | Daadii jii ...chashmaa chaahiye — “Grandma needs
glasses”.

3%1) HEAdTel TRl ... ©1 Aspataal skuul ... hei — “The hospital is near the
school”.

337) EART ... €N §| Diivaaron ... tasviiren hein — “There are pictures on
the walls™.

39) URAR ... Uld &WT §1 Parivaar ... paanch log hein — “There are five
people in the family”.

3d) A HFEH WTI":%F ¥ Polhd .. Al %I Ham aksar reilgaarii se Kalkatte
...jaate hein — We often go to Kolkata by train™.

3@) & o d & Ohr .. e Srar ﬁl Mein har raat ko Pinki ... milne

Jjaata hun — T go to meet with Pinki every night”]

47) HAlefH oI & o6 99fiar 39 ... W Bl ol Maaluum hotaa hei ki
Sangiitaa us ... nafrat kartii hei — “It seems Sangita hates him”.

4@) AT AR ... & S & EEH?T %1 Aam taor ... ham bagiche men ghuumte
hein — “We usually go for a walk in the garden™.

49T) gﬁm . 3P HAUST ST AT | Chhuttiyon . usko Amriikaa
Jjaanaa chaahiye — “He should go to America on the holiday”.

457) H Bl ... a@ET A @I %I Mein dibbe ... baksaa le rahii huun — T am taking
the suitcase from the compartment”.

4W) 3% TSI 3 ... WAl G0 &1 Unke parosii un ... khaanaa banaate
hein — “Their neighbors prepare the meal for them”.

4T) Te e ... ST g & et Tr %’I Tarah tarah ...biimaarivaan ganv
men pheil rahii hein — “A lot of various diseases are spreading in the village™.

4T) H SF 99 ... P Wcd Bl ﬁl Mein chhah baje ... kaam hatm kartaa
huun — T finish my work until 4 o’clock”|
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5T) % del el ... dd &dl &l Vah vahaan billii ...baat kartaa hei — “He
talks with the cat there™.

53T) f&ar ... “house” I FAT ded o2 Hindii ... “house” ko kyaa kehte hein ? —
“What is the “house” on Hindi 7~

5T) HAANST ... AR S &ll Manoj ... baahar jaane do! — “Let’s give Manoj to go
out™.

5%) dTedrl ﬁ for g MA .. gu @l | Chahataa huun ki tum shaam ... chup
raho! — “I want you to keep silence in the evening”.

537) AT & ITeT ... ©1 Meena das saal ... hei - “Meena is 10 years old”.

5dT) 39 ... IR o g‘ﬁﬁﬁ»’l’«’ﬂl Us ... chor ne bhii kuchh livaa - “The thief has
also taken something firom that (place)™.

5g) AT dral Wﬁ?—l’lﬁ?@_&ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁaﬂﬂﬁ ... | Mein theile ko le rahaa

huun taaki kuchh chiizen nikaalne ... — T am taking now my purse Zo take some
things out from there”.

58) Tarell ... 9T JE § Pitagjii .. samay nahin hei - “The father has not any
time”.
5%) fOareir e a=a .. W %1 Pitaajii apne bachche ... gusse hein - “The

father is very angry on their children”,

65) SA DI ... Td agd IBT &1 In kamron... ek bahut baraa hei — “There is the
one biggest room among others”.

63T) U ... Wl SISIT| dpne ... khaana lijive — “Please take the food for
yourself’.

637) g% dgd LA ... el UedT| Vah bahut dhyaan ... nahin parhtaa —He
doesn’t study attentively”.

6a1) ﬂ'g . PB Pz Tal %I Per ... kuchh kachche santre hein — “There are
some unripe oranges on the tree”.

6H) AU ATS Ugell TGHEX ... B WHCIN| Meraa bhaaii pehlii disambar ..ghar
laotegaa — “My brother will come back home on the first of December”.

63) TATAN WG ... H FHLAT IS ST él Samaachaar hariidne ...mein
hameshaa baazaar jaataa hun — T often go to the market to know news”.

6d) fRal ... aIfem@| Hindi ...boliye! — “Speak Hindi”|
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73T) & 3rAgd . gsdr ﬁl Mein adhyaapak ...puuchhtaa huun — “Task a
teacher”.

7T) fopdlT . RFA P el Y&l AT| Kisii ... ghar men koii chuuhaa rehtaa thaa
— “A rat lived in_semeone’s house”.

73T) AT AT ... ABThel ©2 Kyaa aap ... saaikil hei? — “Do you have a sycle?”

75) T Y .. Wag %I Bachche bagiiche ... khelte hein — “The children
play in the garden”.

7h) UdTT 39T g9 .. feedlt @ @I Prataap agle hafie ... Dillii se
laotegaa — “Pratap will return from Delhi #ll next week”.

79) 54 TR .. feedr |a @Fa'&%%l In nagaron ... Dillii sab se barii hei —
“Among these cities Delhi is the biggest one”.

757) 9% {{Tﬁ' ... T §1 Vah duusron ... gaatii hei — “She sings for other
people”.

7d) TS AW T ... FAT 8T &2 Raaj hameshaa ghar ... kyon rehtaa hei ? —

“Why Raj always stay at home?”

8W) WINAT TS ... SIFT §| Sangiitaa Ragj ...lambii hei — “Sangeeta is taller
than Raj”.

89) H Sl ... AT %I Mein daaktar ... jaataa huun — 1 go_te the doctor”.

8%) dISll ... W SH PUETA A TdT olT@T | Chiizon ... byore is kaagaz men
pataa liikhiye — “Please write the description of things on this paper!”

85T) HAeaT Y P ... ST ©2 Mohan keise kaam ... jaataa hei? —“Which job
does Mohan go f0?”

8®h) 59 gpre ... i) Gl?f fad €1 Is dukaan ... achchhe juute milte hein —
“There are very nice shoes in this shop™.

8c) Ifrar fasdr ... éﬂ@'@%’l Giitaa khirkii ... dekh rahii hei — “Geeta is
looking out from the window™.

83T) AT Arar .. &% I g1t €1 Maataajii Sitaa ... sirf chaay banaatii
hein — “Mother makes only tea for Seeta”.

83T) 3T § YAAN ... THANT Teh qEcl 3T B Wrell Tl Aagj se

shukravaar ... hamaaraa ek bahut achchhaa kamraa haalii hei — “The best our
room is free from today #ill Friday”,
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9d) dH AT & ... AT AlTd & | Tum hameshaa ham ... peisaa maangte
ho —*“You always ask for money firem us”.

9F) Wrall Telc Aol ... WY Haalii plet mez ... rakhive! — “Please take the
empty plate on the table!”,

931) I% Thel ... dgd <Al & Uadl &l Vah skuul ... bahut dhyaan se parhtaa
hei — “He studies af school very zealously”.

9T) I% 31U GO ... dlledr &1 Vah apne desh ... laotta hei — “He returns to his
country”.

93T) TEUT .. & Tl &1 Raavan ...do chaabivaan hein — “Ravan has two
keys”.

9dT) 3T @Fd ... WA TN Aaj Surendra ... patra milaa — “The letter of
Surendra has come today”.

9%) AN ... 3 o Ul QU ST TAT| Aqyj ... usne apnii puraanii
gaarii chalaayaai — “He drove his old car #ill today™.

9%) Y P ... did PRI GAIGR &1 Mere kamron ...tin kaafii havadaar hein
— “Three rooms are enough ventilated among all my rooms”.

9T) A fopa S ... IE I B & BI? Tum kis ke ... yah kaam kar rahe ho? —

“Whom you are doing this work for?”.

During the Hindi lessons teachers can also suggest to student another

interesting game — “Find the vowels!” — based on studying, repeating and
learning vocabulary by heart.
Here it is:
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“Find the vowels!”

This snake is made of many codified words. Every one of them consists of
4 letters in Devanagary script. In the central square you see only
consonants. Your task is to find out the vowels in order to create the whole
word. After you got the word, write its letters beginning with the square,
where the arrowhead points. The direction is also shown by the arrow —
clockwise or anticlockwise. For example:

g
d @ '
3

Here we got the word grell khaalii - and we wrote it down beginning

with the first letter ®kha and putting it in the square, which was shown
by the arrowhead. Its direction was clockwise — so other letters are written
from left to right.

5 Keys:
a1 B
- “~a
s $ & # 9§ wH
g @a @ M (A5 & & & g 9T 3 Tw 3
= “a ~al ¥
EHW\EFQTSHEEBHQHQ HW‘(BT g
g @F|&d \‘;r ~f w H B
B o= o YT B = B
-
_ETIE‘\ET mm&n%é
g EIFI?—T‘)H
B

o

The vocabulary is one of the most important aspects in learning Hindi at
the first stage. Successful memorization of new words enables any student
to use them right in word-combinations and phrases. Thus the approaches
to learning works on lessons of foreign languages must be various.
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