Foreword

The Department of Korean Studies was established at the Ad-
am Mickiewicz University (AMU) in 2003, so its history is rather
short. However, during that short period it has become one of the most
popular studies in the Institute of Linguistics of the AMU as well.
Numerous graduates of Korean Studies work actively in various fields
as experts on Korea, and every year the next generation of students
enrols to study Korean language. It has been possible mainly due to
the fast growing cooperation in business between Korea and Poland.
There is the Korean Cultural Center in Warsaw, and the students of
Korean Studies are taking initiative in spreading Korean culture by
organizing ‘The Day of Korean Culture’ in Poznan every year.

But the research activities into Korean studies, which are the
most fundamental and essential thing for the development of Kore-
anology in Poland, leaves much to be desired in many ways. It hap-
pens so because until now for us the educational activities have been
the priority matter, besides we have not had appropriate conditions or
materials for the specialized and in-depth research into Korean stud-
ies.

We have managed to organize several small international con-
ferences on Korean Studies in Poznan so far. And at last we can pub-
lish the first scientific journal on Korean Studies in Poland. In other
words, the conferences previously organized were the preparation for
that great step. It is natural that in order to develop Korean Studies in
Poland first of all one needs well prepared human resources and
enough material for scientific research. Unfortunately we still have
many serious problems in finding good and appropriate materials for
our studies. Nevertheless we exert all possible efforts with determina-
tion to publish the first scientific journal on Korean Studies in Poland.
Therefore it is our real pleasure and happiness to provide our reader-
ship with the first issue.

The main objective of the ‘International Journal of Korean
Humanities and Social Sciences’ is to become a forum for sharing and
spreading the results of research into Korean studies. Therefore, the
scope of the papers encompasses both humanities and social sciences
with the hope that with the flow of time volumes will become more
uniform as far as their contents is concerned.
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I really would like to thank all of my colleagues from the De-
partment of Korean Studies and from the Institute of Linguistics AMU
for their research into Korean studies. My special gratitude is ad-
dressed to Park Jong-seong, professor of the Department of Korean
Language & Literature at the Korea National Open University, who
has always helped me in organizing our international conferences
devoted to Korean studies in Poznan and has broadened our contacts
with many scholars from Korea. | sincerely hope that this journal will
grow and develop steadily but continuously. So I ask all my col-
leagues for their support and exertion and hope the researchers will
contribute their papers to our journal and that way will help us achieve
our ambitious goals.

2015. 05. 17
Oh Kyong-geun
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