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NTucaWional ReVearcU InVWiWuWeH ParVaw 

ŁNLINŃS ANM ATTITUMNS AŁOUT LANGUAGN LNARNING 
ANM TNACHING AÓONG LNARNNRS  

IN LOPNR SNCONMARY SCHOOL IN POLANM 

PoVWawy ucYniów VYkół gimnaYjalnycU w PolVce wobec  
ucYenia Vię jęYyków obcycU 

ArWXkuł oÜawia Yałożenia i ÜeWoTologię baTańH prYeprowaTYonXcU na re-
preYenWaWXwnej próbie w VYkołacU giÜnaYjalnXcU w PolVceH kWórXcU celeÜ 
bXło opiVanie poVWaw i pogląTów na WeÜaW ucYenia Vię i naucYania jęYXków 
obcXcU w VYkołacU. NieYbęTne To prYeprowaTYenia analiYX Tane YoVWałX 
Yebrane Ya poÜocą kweVWionariuVYaH w kWórXÜ około 4000 reVponTenWów 
wXraYiło Vwoje opinieH ToWXcYące 60 YagaTnieńH w pięcioVWopniowej Vkali 
LikerWa. NiniejVYX arWXkuł preYenWuje wXbrane wXniki baTań. 

 
 
1. InWroTucWion 
 
TUiV arWicle TeVcribeV one parW of a large VWuTX on WeacUing anT learning for-
eign language in lower VeconTarX VcUoolV in PolanT wUicU iV being conTucW-
eT on a repreVenWaWive VaÜple of 120 VcUoolV acroVV WUe counWrX. TUe focuV 
of  WUiV  parW  of  WUe VWuTX iV  on WUe beliefV  of  Xoung learnerVH  ageT 13-14H  in  
WUe firVW claVV of giÜnaYjuÜH (lower VeconTarX VcUool)H abouW WUe learning 
anT WeacUing of foreign languageVH wiWU a parWicular focuV on NngliVU. TUe 
reVearcU projecWH naÜeT ŁUNJO (ŁaTania ucYenia Vie i naucYania jęYXków 
obcXcU)H iV a longiWuTinal VWuTX wUicU WraceV WUe TevelopÜenW of groupV of 
learnerV WUrougU WUe WUree XearV of lower VeconTarXH collecWing TaWa bX 
ÜeanV of WeVWVH queVWionnaireVH inWerviewV anT obVervaWionVH wiWU WUe aiÜ of 
builTing a TeVcripWionH VupporWeT bX eÜpirical eviTenceH of Uow language 
learning anT WeacUing WakeV place aW WUiV VWage of eTucaWion.  
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TUe parW of WUe VWuTX TeVcribeT Uere waV baVeT on a queVWionnaireH coÜ-
pleWeT bX 4343 learnerV wUo VWarWeT learning NngliVU in priÜarX VcUool anT 
are now following a conWinuaWion prograÜ. 
 
2. ŁeliefV abouW learning a foreign language 
 
TUe noWion of beliefV abouW learningH anT language learning in parWicularH UaV 
been TefineT in ÜanX TifferenW waXV bX TifferenW reVearcUerV. ŁeliefV can be 
Veen aV ÜeWacogniWive knowleTge abouW wUaW language iV anT abouW Uow 
learning WakeV place (PenTenH 1986; AbraUaÜ anT VannH 1987). OWUer re-
VearcUerV place beliefV wiWUin a wiTer conWexWH VWreVVing WUaW WUeX ariVe froÜ 
Vocial anT culWural conWacW (GarTnerH 1985; ŁarceloVH 1995).  
Ńor WUiV arWicle WUe TefiniWion wUicU will be aTopWeT iV WUaW of VicWori anT 
LockUarW (1995J 224) wUo TeVcribe beliefV aVJ “general aVVuÜpWionV WUaW 
VWuTenWV UolT abouW WUeÜVelveV aV learnerVH abouW facWorV influencing lan-
guage learningH anT abouW WUe naWure of language learning anT WeacUing”.  
 
ŃroÜ a cogniWive  pVXcUological  perVpecWiveH  WUe beliefV  we UolT are  vieweT 
aV a Triving force wUicU influence Uow anT wUX we acW (ŃlavellH 1987; RXanH 
1984). PiWUin foreign language learning wUaW WUe learner believeV abouW 
wUaW learning a foreign language ÜeanV will Uave a VWrong iÜpacW on Uow 
WUeX go abouW WrXing Wo learn.  IfH for exaÜpleH WUe learner believeV WUaW learn-
ing a language ÜeanV learning ruleV of graÜÜar anT paWWernV of VWrucWureV 
WUiV  iVH  WUeoreWicallXH  Uow  WUeX  woulT  cUooVe  Wo  learn.   One  probleÜH  of  
courVeH iV WUaW UolTing a belief ToeV noW neceVVarilX Üean WUaW one puWV iW 
inWo acWion.  Pe can Uave VWrong beliefV abouW wUaW conVWiWuWeV a UealWUX 
TieWH for exaÜpleH buW circuÜVWanceV anT oWUer influenceV ÜaX Üean we 
beUave TifferenWlX wUen faceT wiWU a piece of appeWiYing cUocolaWe cake. Pe 
will reWurn Wo WUiV queVWion in WUe TiVcuVVion of reVearcU ÜeWUoTologX.  
IW iV WUougUW WUaW a learner’V beliefV abouW language learning ÜaX be one of 
WUe facWorV wUicU ÜaX conWribuWe Wo inTiviTual Tifference in learning ouW-
coÜeVH alWUougU reVearcU eviTence iV VcanW anT inconcluVive. AbraUaÜ anT 
Vann (1987)H in a caVe VWuTX of Wwo learnerVH founT WUeX UaT TifferenW learn-
ing ouWcoÜeV wUicU ÜaX Uave reVulWeT froÜ WUe learnerV’ TifferenW beliefV 
on wUaW waV iÜporWanW in language learning.  TUe learner wUo felW WUaW con-
VciouV aWWenWion Wo graÜÜaWical forÜ waV Üore iÜporWanW goW beWWer reVulWV 
on a wriWWen WeVW WUan UiV peer wUo TiT noW enjoX learning abouW language 
anT preferreT Wo pracWiceH for exaÜple. Park (1995)H in a VWuTX of 332 univer-
ViWX VWuTenWV in OoreaH inveVWigaWing beliefV connecWeT wiWU Velf-efficacX anT 
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uVe of language for coÜÜunicaWion in inWeracWionH founT WUaW WUoVe wUo 
profeVVeT confiTence in NngliVU anT an inWenWion Wo uVe NngliVU Wo coÜÜuni-
caWeH in facW uVeT NngliVU ouWViTe claVVH ÜoniWoreT WUeir language uVe careful-
lX anT goW beWWer reVulWV. Óori (1999)H reVearcUing 187 univerViWX VWuTenWV 
VWuTXing JapaneVe in WUe USAH founT a correlaWion beWween WUoVe wUo VaiT 
WUeX WUougUW language learning waV eaVX anT UigUer acUieveÜenW; wUile 
WUoVe wUo WUougUW language learning waV an abiliWX wUicU a learner UaV or 
ToeV noW Uave anT wUicU coulT noW be cUangeT bX efforW WenTeT Wo Uave 
lower reVulWV. Tanaka anT NlliV (2003)H reporWing on a coÜpariVon beWween 
JapaneVe univerViWX learnerV of NngliVU on a VWuTX viViW Wo New RealanT anT a 
conWrol group in JapanH founT WUaW alWUougU WUe New RealanT group’V beliefV 
abouW language learning cUangeT Turing WUe viViWH parWicularlX regarTing WUe 
role of graÜÜarH WUe correlaWionV beWween WUe reVulWV on WUe beliefV queV-
Wionnaire  anT  a  proficiencX  WeVW  were  weak.  NlliV  (2008J  13)  concluTeVJ  “If  
beliefV To iÜpacW on learning iW iV likelX WUaW WUeX To Vo inTirecWlX bX influenc-
ing WUe kinTV of learning VWraWegieV learnerV eÜploX”.  
GarTner (2006J 240)H in UiV Socio-eTucaWional ÓoTel of SeconT Language 
AcquiViWionH VeeV beliefV aV plaXing an iÜporWanW role in learner ÜoWivaWion. 
 

InTiviTual TifferenceV in ÜoWivaWion are influenceT anT VupporWeT bX facWorV orig-
inaWing in environÜenWal cUaracWeriVWicV (i.e. culWuralH perVonalH VocialH eTucaWional 
eWc.)  TUaW  iVH  beliefV  in  WUe  coÜÜuniWXH  life  experienceVH  anT  eTucaWional  objec-
WiveV anT experienceV accounW for TifferenceV in ÜoWivaWion. InTiviTual TifferenceV 
in abiliWXH ÜaX alVo Tevelop in parW aV a conVequence of environÜenWal cUaracWer-
iVWicVH buW WUere iV probablX a large geneWic coÜponenW aV well.  

 
TUuV a VWuTX of beliefV abouW language learning can be conViTereT of valueH aV 
iW can inforÜ uV of reaVonV wUX learnerV cUooVe Wo learn in a cerWain waXH ÜaX 
give an inVigUW inWo learner acUieveÜenW anT WUrow ligUW on WUeir ÜoWivaWion.  
ŁarceloV (2003)H in a review of VWuTieV on beliefV anT language learningH Ti-
viTeV reVearcU Tone inWo WUree WXpeVJ norÜaWiveH ÜeWacogniWive anT conWex-
WualH baVeT on WUe approacU Waken bX WUe reVearcUer anT WUe ÜeWUoTologX 
applieT.  In  WUe  firVW  caWegorXH  WUe  work  of  HorwiWY  (1987)  anT  reVearcU  in-
VpireT bX Uer VWuTX preToÜinaWe. HorwiWY TeviVeT a queVWionnaireH WUe Łe-
liefV abouW Language Learning InvenWorX (ŁALLI)H wiWU WUe inWenWion of inveV-
WigaWing WUe beliefV of WeacUerV anT WUeir learnerVH on WUe unTerVWanTing WUaW 
if a WeacUer knowV Üore  abouW WUeir learner’V beliefV on Uow a foreign lan-
guage iV learnW WUeX will be beWWer able Wo ÜaWcU WUeir WeacUing VWXle anT Wo 
cUooVe ÜaWerialV appropriaWe for WUaW inTiviTual.  ŁALLI conViVWeT of 34 iWeÜV 
wiWU a five poinW LikerW Vcale TiviTeT inWo Veveral Wopic areaV incluTing beliefV 
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abouW WUe naWure of foreign language learningH iWV perceiveT TifficulWX anT 
beliefV abouW learning anT coÜÜunicaWion (HorwiWYH 1999J 560).  SWuTieV in 
WUe ŁALLI WraTiWion are TeVcripWive anT WUe ÜeWUoTologX uVeV preconceiveT 
iTeaV of wUaW learnerV are expecWeT Wo believe abouW language learning.  TUe 
VWuTieV are largelX TeconWexWualiVeT anT concern beliefV abouW language 
learning in general. TUiV approacU UaV VubVequenWlX been criWiciYeT aV noW 
neceVVarilX Wapping wUaW learnerV in facW believeH aV WUe ÜeWUoTologX ToeV 
noW offer WUeÜ WUe cUance Wo freelX expreVV WUeir WUougUWV or ‘ÜeWacogniWive 
knowleTge’ (PenTenH 1987). AnoWUer Trawback iV WUaW WUe VaÜe VWaWeÜenW 
in a queVWionnaire ÜaX been unTerVWooT in TifferenW waXV bX TifferenW peo-
ple. TUe unTerlXing VuggeVWion iV WUaW Uaving cerWain WXpeV of beliefV will be 
aVVociaWeT wiWU VucceVV in language learningH WUuV iÜpliciWlX aVVuÜing a 
cauVeIeffecW relaWionVUip. HoweverH aV waV noWeT earlierH no accounW iV ÜaTe 
for WUe facW WUaW learnerV ÜaX acW quiWe TifferenWlX froÜ WUe beliefV WUeX pro-
feVV Wo UolT.  
SWuTieV in WUe ÜeWacogniWive caWegorX are alVo of a cauVe anT effecW naWure buW 
overcoÜe WUe liÜiWaWionV of WUe queVWionnaire baVeT VWuTX bX exaÜining ‘WUeo-
rieV in acWion’ Turing VWrucWureT inWerviewV (PenTenH 1999). ConWexWual VWuTieVH 
WUe WUirT caWegorXH aiÜ Wo unTerVWanT WUe beliefV of Vpecific learnerV in a cUoVen 
conWexW anT uVe a varieWX of ÜeWUoTV of TaWa collecWionH VucU aV claVVrooÜ ob-
VervaWionH inWerviewV anT ÜeWapUor analXViVH Wo Wake inWo accounW WUe inWeracWion 
wiWU WUe Vocial ViWuaWion.  In WUiV approacU iW iV WUougUW WUaW beliefV are TXnaÜic 
anT ÜaX cUange over WiÜe anT aV a reVulW of inWeracWion wiWU WUe environÜenW in 
wUicU WUe learning WakeV place (ŁarceloVH 2003J 26).  
 
3. AWWiWuTeV Wo WUe learning ViWuaWion  
 
In aTTiWion Wo queVWionV on beliefVH WUe queVWionnaire uVeT in WUiV VWuTX alVo 
incluTeT VWaWeÜenWV TeVigneT Wo gauge learnerV’ aWWiWuTeV Wo variouV aVpecWV 
of language learning in VcUool.  TUeVe were VelecWeT accorTing Wo UXpoWUeVeV 
abouW wUaW ÜigUW iÜpacW on learning ouWcoÜeV.  LearnerV were aVkeT abouW 
aVVeVVÜenW anT graTeV aV iW waV felW WUaW WUeVe plaX an iÜporWanW role in WUe 
PoliVU VcUool culWure. TUeX were alVo aVkeT Wo give opinionV on WUeir WeacUer 
of NngliVU anT WUeir beUavior WowarTV WUe learning groupH aV reVearcU on 
VcUool effecWiveneVV (HaWWieH 2002) inTicaWeV WUaW WeacUer facWorV accounW for 
VoÜe 30% of WUe Tifference beWween reVulWV in TifferenW VcUoolV. AV perVonal 
language learning experience can affecW currenW aWWiWuTeV Wo learning (Vee 
Oalaja eW al.H 2008) Veveral VWaWeÜenWV referring Wo aWWiWuTeV WowarTV lan-
guage learning in priÜarX VcUoolH wUere all of WUoVe parWicipaWing UaT VWarW-
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eT NngliVUH were incluTeT. ParWV of WUe queVWionnaire covereT learnerV’ opin-
ionV abouW claVVrooÜ inWeracWion Turing WUeir NngliVU leVVonV aW VcUool wiWU a 
view Wo finTing ouW wUeWUer learnerV felW poViWive abouW WUeir language leV-
VonV. PoViWive aWWiWuTeV WowarTV WUe learning ViWuaWion Uave been founT Wo be 
aVVociaWeT wiWU increaVeT ÜoWivaWionH wUicU in Wurn can iÜpacW on ouWcoÜeV 
(ÓaVgoreW anT GarTnerH 2003J 194).  
 
4. TUe Vample 
 
TUe 120 VcUoolV were VelecWeT ranToÜlX froÜ public giÜnaYja Wo creaWe a 
repreVenWaWive VaÜple on a naWional Vcale. NacU VcUool TirecWor in WUe VaÜ-
ple waV WUen aVkeT Wo VelecW WUree groupV learning NngliVU accorTing Wo WUe 
conWinuaWion prograÜ for NngliVU in WUe core curriculuÜ (PrograÜ III.1) 
wUere poVVible repreVenWing TifferenW levelV of abiliWX. AV WUe learning groupV 
wiWUin WUe VcUoolV were noW VelecWeT ranToÜlXH WUiV VaÜple cannoW be VWricW-
lX conViTereT aV repreVenWaWive.  OnlX learnerV in claVV one of lower VeconT-
arX were incluTeT. 344 learning groupV Wook parW in WUe VurveXH wiWU an aver-
age of 12 VWuTenWV per group.   TUe learnerV’ parenWV or guarTianV gave wriW-
Wen  perÜiVVion  for  WUeir  cUilTren  Wo  Wake  parW  in  WUe  reVearcU.  Of  WUe  4716  
learnerV eligibleH  92.09%  Wook parWH a WoWal of 4343.  Given WUe facW WUaW WUe 
VcUoolV preVenW a repreVenWaWive VaÜple anT WUaW groupV of TifferenW levelV 
of language abiliWX were VelecWeT in eacU VcUoolH wiWU appropriaWe cauWion 
generaliYaWionV can be ÜaTe abouW language learning in claVV one giÜnaYjuÜ 
on WUe baViV of WUiV VWuTX.  
 
5. TUe reVearcU inVWrumenW 
 
AV inTicaWeT in WUe inWroTucWionH WUiV arWicle TeVcribeV parW of a larger VWuTX.  
TUe reVearcU on learner beliefV anT aWWiWuTeV waV conceiveT wiWUin a conWex-
Wual approacUH aV ouWlineT above.  MaWa were collecWeT bX ÜeanV of a queV-
WionnaireH wUicU iV WUe focuV of WUiV reporWH buW alVo bX ÜeanV of VWrucWureT 
inWerviewVH wiWUin wUicU  VelecWeT learnerV were aVkeT Wo TeVcribe WUeir iTeal 
foreign language leVVon. In a VeconT queVWionnaire inforÜaWion waV collecWeT 
abouW Uow learnerV approacU language learning in WUeir own WiÜeH WUrougU a 
baWWerX of queVWionV on wUaW WUeX ToH Uow ofWen anT Uow WUeX To iW.  ŃinallX 
claVVeV were obVerveTH auTio-recorTeTH WranVcribeT anT analXYeT.  Infor-
ÜaWion preVenWeT Uere VUoulT be conViTereT preliÜinarXH aV iW coverV onlX one 
of WUe inVWruÜenWV anT WUaW onlX parWiallXH becauVe of liÜiWaWionV of Vpace.  
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LearnerV coÜpleWeT a pen anT paper queVWionnaire coÜpriVing 60 VWaWe-
ÜenWV in PoliVU wiWU a five poinW LikerW Vcale aV followVJ 
 

5 = I WoWallX agree 4 = I ÜoVWlX agree 3 = I parWlX agree anT parWlX TiVagree 
2 = I Ton’W reallX agree 1 = I WoWallX TiVagree. 

 
LearnerV were inVWrucWeT Wo circle WUe nuÜber wUicU beVW reflecWeT WUeir 
opinion on eacU VWaWeÜenW. 
SoÜe of WUe VWaWeÜenWV in WUe queVWionnaire caÜe froÜ TifferenW VourceV.  11 
VWaWeÜenWV were Waken froÜ WUe ŁALLI queVWionnaire (HorwiWY H1987); 4 iWeÜV 
were aTapWeT froÜ  WUe NngliVU AWWiWuTe ÓoWivaWion TeVW ŁaWWerX (AÓŁT) (GarT-
nerH 2004); 4 iWeÜV were aTapWeT froÜ a queVWionnaire prepareT for learnerV in 
HungarX bX CViYer anT OorÜoV (2009) anT one iWeÜ froÜ TagucUi eW al. (2009). 5 
queVWionV referring Wo learning foreign language in priÜarX VcUool were Waken 
froÜ a queVWionnaire TeVigneT bX WUe auWUor anT uVeT in a VWuTX in 2009. TUe 
reÜaining 39 iWeÜV were wriWWen VpecificallX for WUiV projecW. IWeÜV originallX in 
NngliVU were WranVlaWeT anT WUen reaT anT eTiWeT bX Wwo reviewerV before being 
re-WranVlaWeT. TUe queVWionnaire waV WUen piloWeT bX WUe auWUor WogeWUer wiWU a 
WeaÜ of college VWuTenWV in nine lower VeconTarX VcUoolVH VelecWeT for conven-
ienceH  wiWU  a  WoWal  of  183 learnerV.  TUe worTing of  four  of  WUe queVWionV  waV 
aTjuVWeT following queVWionV froÜ parWicipanWV.  AV WUe queVWionnaire receiveT 
inWereVWeT reVponVe froÜ WUoVe wUo Wook parW in WUe piloW VWuTXH iW waV conViT-
ereT valiT. NacU of WUe VWaWeÜenWV waV founT Wo TiVcriÜinaWe wellH wiWU TiVWribu-
Wion acroVV WUe five poVVible reVponVeV.  
 
6. ReVearcU proceTure 
 
TUe Üain VWuTX waV offereT for public WenTer anT TaWa collecWion waV con-
TucWeT bX WUe winning firÜ unTer VuperviVion of WUe NTucaWional ReVearcU 
InVWiWuWeH ParVaw.  AV WUiV iV a large-Vcale VWuTX wUicU involveT a large nuÜ-
ber of people in WUe aTÜiniVWraWion of WUe queVWionnaireH greaW care UaT Wo 
be Waken Wo enVure reliabiliWX anT WUaW all TaWa were collecWeT unTer ViÜilar 
conTiWionV. InVWrucWionV for WUe WeaÜ recruiWeT Wo collecW WUe TaWa were pre-
pareT bX WUe reVearcUerV anT eacU of WUe 55 ÜeÜberV Wook parW in a Wraining 
VeVVion wUere an inWroTucWion Wo WUe projecW waV given anT WUe proceTure 
waV explaineT. UVing a prepareT VcripW ÜeÜberV of WUe TaWa collecWion WeaÜ 
viViWeT WUe VelecWeT VcUoolVH beWween 12 April anT 9 ÓaX 2012H wUere WUeX 
explaineT Wo WUe VelecWeT groupV of learnerV Uow Wo coÜpleWe WUe  pen anT 
paper queVWionnaire. NacU learner waV given a coTe nuÜber wUicU waV uVeT 
Wo iTenWifX WUeir queVWionnaire Vo WUaW anonXÜiWX waV aVVureT.  LearnerV 
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were alVo inforÜeT WUaW noboTX froÜ WUe VcUool in wUicU WUe reVearcU waV 
conTucWeT woulT Uave acceVV Wo WUe coÜpleWeT queVWionnaireV. TUiV waV felW 
Wo be iÜporWanW aV VoÜe of WUe queVWionV aVkeT learnerV Wo give opinionV on 
WUeir currenW WeacUerV of NngliVU.   
MaWa waV enWereT inWo a VpreaTVUeeW Wwice bX VeparaWe coTerV. A WUirT per-
Von WUen cUeckeT WUe Wwo TaWa baVeV anT anX TifferenceV founT were veri-
fieT againVW WUe original queVWionnaireV  anT correcWionV ÜaTe. TUe reVulWing 
TaWa baVe waV alVo cUeckeT for coÜpleWeneVV uVing WUe aWWenTance recorTV 
froÜ eacU TaWa collecWion VeVVion.   
TUe frequencieV for eacU VWaWeÜenW were noWeT anT ÜeanV anT VWanTarT 
TeviaWion calculaWeT.  
SoÜe of WUe queVWionV on WUe queVWionnaire were TiviTeT inWo Veveral Vub-
VcaleV wUicU were cUeckeT for inWernal conViVWencX uVing CronbacU’V alpUa 
coefficienW.  TUe  Üean  reliabiliWX  coefficienW  iV  given  in  brackeWV  for  eacU  of  
WUe Vub-VcaleV. 0.6 waV Waken aV an accepWable level anT 0.8 can be conViT-
ereT gooT. TUe Vub-VcaleV wUicU will be TiVcuVVeT Uere are aV followVJ reflec-
WionV on learning in priÜarX VcUool (0.84); aWWiWuTeV Wo anT opinionV on 
learning NngliVU in WUe currenW claVV aW VcUool (0.8); opinionV abouW aVVeVV-
ÜenW in NngliVU leVVonV (0.68) anT opinionV abouW WUe NngliVU WeacUer in 
VcUool (0.86). TUeVe repreVenW onlX VoÜe of WUe Vub-VcaleV.  
 
7. ŃinTingV 
 
Ńor reaVonV of Vpace WUiV arWicle will preVenW onlX VelecWeT iWeÜV froÜ WUe queV-
Wionnaire. TUe firVW VeW of VWaWeÜenWVH Waken froÜ ŁALLIH concernV WUe naWure of 
foreign language learning. TUe nuÜberV given are WUe nuÜberV froÜ WUe queV-
Wionnaire. ŃinTingV will be repreVenWeT grapUicallX anT WUen TeVcribeT. 
 

 
 

MiagraÜ 1J Learning a foreign language iV a ÜaWWer of learning a loW of new worTV  

1.
2%

2.
6%

3.
32%

4.
37%

5.
23%

1. Learning a foreign language iV a maWWer of 
learning a loW of new worTV

1. I WoWallX TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX agree
3. I parWlX agree anT 
parWlX TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4327
Üean = 3.74
SM = 0.94
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AV  we  can  Vee  froÜ  MiagraÜ  1H  60%  of  WUe  reVponTenWV  agreeT  wiWU  WUe  
VWaWeÜenW  eiWUer  WoWallX  or  ÜoVWlXH  aV  oppoVeT  Wo  8%  wUo  TiVagreeT.  TUe  
reÜainTer ( 32%) were unTeciTeTH cUooVing “I parWlX agree anT parWlX TiVa-
gree”. TUe ÜajoriWX of WUe group appear Wo believe WUaW learning worTV iV of 
keX iÜporWance Wo language learning.  
 

 
 

MiagraÜ 2J Learning a foreign language iV ÜoVWlX a ÜaWWer of WranVlaWing froÜ PoliVU. 
 
MiagraÜ 2 above VUowV WUaW 39% of WUe learnerV To noW agree WUaW foreign 
language learning ÜainlX ÜeanV WranVlaWing froÜ PoliVU.  25% agree wiWU WUe 
VWaWeÜenWH wUile 36% parWlX agree anT parWlX TiVagree.  IW  can be Veen WUaW 
WUe reVponTenWV are VWronglX TiviTeT on WUiV iVVue.  
Łelow  in  MiagraÜ  3  we  can  Vee  WUaW  29%  of  learnerV  agree  WUaW  “Learning  
graÜÜar  iV  a  ÜoVWlX  a  ÜaWWer  of  learning  ruleV”  wUile  14%  TiVagree.  TUe  
ÜajoriWXH 47%H are unTeciTeT on WUiV queVWionH a facW wUicU VuggeVWV WUaW WUe 
VaÜple are Üore biaVeT WowarTV graÜÜar being iÜporWanW WUan againVW iW. IW 
can be Veen WUaW WUiV TiVWribuWion iV quiWe TifferenW froÜ beliefV on WUe iÜ-
porWance of vocabularX VUown in MiagraÜ 1.  

1.
13%

2.
26%

3.
36%

4.
17%

5.
8%

7. Learning a foreign language iV moVWly a maWWer of 
WranVlaWing from PoliVU

1. I WoWallX TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX 
agree
3. I parWlX agree anT 
parWlX TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4269
Üean =2.82
SM = 1.1
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MiagraÜ 3J Learning a foreign language iV ÜoVWlX a ÜaWWer  of learning graÜÜar ruleV. 
 
TUe TaWa incluTeT in TiagraÜ 4 TeÜonVWraWe WUaW learnerV believe learning a 
foreign language iV in VoÜe waX TifferenW froÜ learning oWUer VcUool Vub-
jecWVH wiWU 63% in agreeÜenWH wUile onlX 15% TiVagree.   
 

 
 

MiagraÜ 4J Learning a foreign language iV TifferenW froÜ learning oWUer VcUool VubjecWV. 
 
TUe nexW VeW of VWaWeÜenWVH alVo Waken froÜ ŁALLIH can be conViTereT Wo be 
abouW WUe TifficulWX of learning foreign languageVJ 
TUe firVW of WUeVe iV illuVWraWeT in Table 5 below. SoÜewUaW VurpriVinglX 41% 
of reVponTenWV agree WUaW  “IW iV eaVier Wo Vpeak WUan Wo unTerVWanT a foreign 
language”H wUile 27% TiVagree. A ViÜilar nuÜberH 32%H are unTeciTeT.  

1.
8%

2.
16%

3.
47%

4.
23%

5. 
6%

4. Learning a foreign language iV moVWly a maWWer  of 
learning grammar ruleV

1. I WoWallX TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX 
agree
3. I parWlX agree anT 
parWlX TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4308
Üean = 3.05
SM = 0.97

1.
6% 2.

9%

3.
22%

4.
32%

5.
31%

6. Learning a foreign language iV TifferenW from 
learning oWUer VcUool VubjecWV

1. I WoWallX TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX 
agree
3. I parWlX agree anT 
parWlX TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4289
Üean = 3.74
SM = 1.16
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MiagraÜ 5J IW iV eaVier Wo Vpeak WUan Wo unTerVWanT a foreign language. 
 
TUiV reVulW iV Wo VoÜe exWenW confirÜeT in MiagraÜ 6H wUere we Vee WUaW 35% 
feel WUaW reaTing anT wriWing in a foreign language iV eaVier WUan Vpeaking anT 
unTerVWanTing; wUile 32% TiVagree. AV we Vaw above WUaW 27% felW unTer-
VWanTing waV eaVier WUan VpeakingH  iW coulT be expecWeT WUaW a ViÜilar nuÜber 
ÜigUW agree reaTing iV eaVier. HoweverH aV WUe cUoice Uere iV for boWU reaTing 
anT wriWingH in oWUer worTV for boWU recepWive anT proTucWive VkillVH we cannoW 
expecW  ÜirroreT  VcoreV.  TUe  lower  nuÜber  agreeing  Uere  ÜaX  VuggeVW  WUaW  
wriWing iV noW a Vkill in wUicU WUe reVponTenWV feel confiTenW.  
 

 
 

MiagraÜ 6J IW iV eaVier Wo reaT anT wriWe a foreign language WUan Wo Vpeak anT unTerVWanT iW. 
 
ŁX conWraVW we can Vee a VWronglX poViWive WrenT in WUe nexW VWaWeÜenWH wiWU a 
clear ÜajoriWX of 82% agreeing WUaW everXone iV able Wo learn Wo Vpeak a for-

1.
11%

2.
16%

3.
32%

4.
24%

5.
17%

5. IW iV eaVier Wo Vpeak WUan Wo unTerVWanT a foreign 
language

1. I WoWallX TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX 
agree
3. I parWlX agree 
anT parWlX TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4271
Üean = 3.21
SM = 1.22

1.
14%

2.
18%

3.
33%

4.
21%

5.
14%

8. IW iV eaVier Wo reaT anT wriWe a foreign language 
WUan Wo Vpeak anT unTerVWanT iW.

1. I WoWallX TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX 
agree
3. I parWlX agree anT 
parWlX TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4283
Üean = 3.05
SM = 1.23
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eign language. OnlX 8% TiVagree. TUiV VuggeVWV favorable aWWiWuTeV WowarTV 
foreign language learningH wUicU iÜpliciWlX VuggeVWV foreign language WeacU-
ing in VcUool ÜaX be conViTereT well-receiveT.  
 

 
 

MiagraÜ 7J NverXone can learn Wo Vpeak a foreign language. 
 
TUe nexW VeW of VWaWeÜenWV concern VWraWegieV for learning anT coÜÜunica-
Wion.  LearnerV appear Wo Uave clear iTeaV abouW WUe aÜounW of efforW neeTeT 
Wo learn a foreign language aV 75% agree WUaW a loW of repeWiWion anT pracWice 
are neeTeT wiWU onlX 8% TiVagreeing.  
 

 
 

MiagraÜ 8J IW iV iÜporWanW Wo repeaW anT pracWice a loW if Xou wanW Wo be gooT aW a language. 
 
In  MiagraÜ  9  below  learnerV  give  WUeir  viewV  on  WUe  role  of  accuracX  in  
Vpeaking.   Pe  can  Vee  WUaW  learnerV  appear  Wo  favor  aWWeÜpWing  Wo  conveX  
WUeir ÜeVVage even if WUeX Üake ÜiVWakeVH aV 65% TiVagree wiWU WUe VWaWe-

1.
4% 2.

4% 3.
10%

4.
20%5.

62%

9. Nveryone can learn Wo Vpeak a foreign language

1. I WoWallX 
TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX 
agree
3. I parWlX agree 
anT parWlX 
TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4292
Üean = 4.35
SM = 1.04

1.
3% 2.

5%

3.
17%

4.
32%

5.
43%

2. IW iV imporWanW Wo repeaW anT pracWice a loW if you 
wanW Wo be gooT aW a language

1. I WoWallX TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX 
agree
3. I parWlX agree 
anT parWlX TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4318
Üean = 4.08
SM = 1.02
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ÜenW “Qou VUoulTn’W VaX anXWUing in WUe foreign language unWil Xou can VaX iW 
correcWlX”. 12%H UoweverH appear noW Wo be willing Wo coÜÜunicaWeH aV WUeX 
agree wiWU WUe VWaWeÜenW anT a furWUer 23% are unTeciTeT.  
 

 
 

MiagraÜ 9J Qou VUoulTn’W VaX anXWUing in WUe foreign language unWil Xou can VaX iW correcWlX. 
 
TUeVe proporWionV are reflecWeT in MiagraÜ 10 wiWU 69% Teclaring WUaW WUeX To 
noW feel Velf-conVciouV abouW Vpeaking a foreign language in fronW of oWUerVH 
wUile 16% appear Wo be reWicenW. IW VeeÜV logical WUaW if Üaking ÜiVWakeV iV noW 
an iVVue WUen WUere will be fewer barrierV Wo Vpeaking ouW in fronW of a group.  
 

 
 

MiagraÜ 10J I feel Velf-conVciouV Vpeaking a foreign language in fronW of oWUer people. 
 
TUe  nexW  VeW  of  VWaWeÜenWV  Wo  be  TeVcribeT  are  WUoVe  froÜ  WUe  VubVcale  
abouW WUe WeacUer of NngliVU in VcUoolH VUown below in Table 1. On WUe 
wUole  we  can  VaX  WUaW  WUe  learnerV  appear  Wo  feel  poViWive  WowarTV  WUeir  

1.
39%

2.
26%

3.
23%

4.
7%

5.
5%

3. You VUoulTn’W Vay anyWUing in WUe foreign 
language unWil you can Vay iW correcWly.

1. I WoWallX TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX 
agree
3. I parWlX agree anT 
parWlX TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4287
Üean = 2.13
SM = 1.17

1.
52%

2.
17%

3.
15%

4.
9%

5.
7%

10. I feel Velf-conVciouV Vpeaking a foreign language 
in fronW of oWUer people.

1. I WoWallX TiVagree
2. I TonGW reallX 
agree
3. I parWlX agree anT 
parWlX TiVagree
4. I ÜoVWlX agree
5. I WoWallX agree

n = 4283
Üean = 2
SM = 1.27
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WeacUerV. 82.22% finT WUeir WeacUer enWUuViaVWic in leVVonV anT WowarTV WUe 
VubjecW; 77.9 % WUink WUeir WeacUer iV Uelpful anT frienTlX anT 77.59% Teclare 
WUaW VIUe iV fair Wo everXone in WUe claVV. SoÜewUaW fewerH buW VWill a ÜajoriWX 
aW 60.67%H  VaX WUaW WUeir NngliVU WeacUer giveV WUeÜ gooT aTvice abouW Uow 
Wo VWuTX WUe language. 15.92% UoweverH TiVagreeH wUicU iV a large enougU 
percenWage Wo VuggeVW WUaW WUiV iV an area for WeacUer TevelopÜenW.   
  

QueVWion 
nuÜber 

OpinionV abouW WeacUer 
of NngliVU in VcUool 

1. I WoWallX 
TiVagree 

2. I TonGW 
reallX 
agree 

3. I parWlX 
agree anT 

parWlX TiVagree 

4. I 
ÜoVWlX 
agree 

5. I 
WoWallX 
agree 

NuÜber 
anVwering 

Óean 
SWanTarT 
TeviaWion 

35 ÓX NngliVU WeacUer iV fair 
Wo all WUe learnerV 

5.88 4.77 11.82 23.62 53.97 n = 4315 
Ü = 4.15 
SM = 1.16 

36 ÓX NngliVU WeacUer iV 
enWUuViaVWic in leVVonV 
anT likeV NngliVU 

2.96 3.65 1.17 25.28 56.94 n = 4324 
Ü = 4.3 
SM = 1 

37 ÓX NngliVU WeacUer iV 
Uelpful anT frienTlX 

3.78 5.68 12.91 23.41 54.49 n = 4313 
Ü = 4.19 
SM = 1.1 

38 ÓX NngliVU WeacUer giveV 
Üe gooT aTvice abouW 
Uow Wo VWuTX NngliVU 

6.42 9.5 18.4 30.54 35.13 n = 4316 
Ü = 3.78 
SM = 1.2 

 

Table 1J OpinionV abouW WeacUer of NngliVU in VcUool (in percenWageV). 
 
TUe nexW VubVcale Wo be TeVcribeT giveV learnerV’ viewV on aVVeVVÜenW anT can 
be Veen in Table 2 below. LearnerV were given four VWaWeÜenWV regarTing WUe 
kinTV of forÜaWive aVVeVVÜenW wUicU WakeV place in WUeir language claVVeV. 
TeVWV  of  graÜÜar  anT  vocabularX  were  founT  Wo  be  ÜoVW  coÜÜonH  wiWU  
58.22% agreeing WUaW WUeX Uave WUeVe regularlX.  NexW caÜe ÜarkV for wriWingH 
wiWU 55.38% agreeing WUeX are regularlX graTeT.  LiVWening anT reaTing caÜe 
WUirTH wiWU 41.9% claiÜing WUeVe are WeVWeT regularlX anT finallX waV VpeakingH 
wiWU onlX 23.49% VWaWing WUaW WUiV iV ÜarkeT regularlX anT 44.95% TiVagreeing.  
65.69% of WUe learnerV felW WUaW WUeir WeacUerV explain requireÜenWV for obWain-
ing a given graTeH wUile nearlX 16% claiÜ WUiV ToeV noW Uappen. GenerallX 
learnerV appear poViWive WowarTV WUe ÜarkV WUeX receive for NngliVUH wiWU 
66.66% feeling WUaW WUeX accuraWelX reflecW WUeir level. ŁX conWraVW 12.46% ap-
pear clearlX TiVVaWiVfieT wiWU WUeir ÜarkV anT 21.27% are aÜbivalenW.   
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QueVWion 
nuÜber OpinionV abouW aVVeVVmenW 1. I WoWallX 

TiVagree 

2. I TonGW 
reallX 
agree 

3. I parWlX 
agree anT 
parWlX TiVa-

gree 

4. I 
ÜoVWlX 
agree 

5. I 
WoWallX 
agree 

NuÜber 
anVwering 

Óean 
SWanTarT 
TeviaWion 

30 Pe regularlX Uave WeVWV of 
graÜÜar or vocabularX 

5.4 10.8 25.57 28.06 30.16 n = 4333 
Ü = 3.67 
SM = 1.17 

31 Pe regularlX geW ÜarkV for 
Vpeaking 

18.36 26.59 31.55 15.8 7.69 n = 4369 
Ü = 2.68 
SM = 1.17 

32 Pe regularlX Uave WeVWV of 
liVWening anT reaTing 

10.72 18.76 28.62 23.88 18.02 n = 4318 
Ü = 3.2 
SM = 1.24 

33 Pe regularlX geW ÜarkV for 
wriWing 

6.35 12.31 25.95 28.01 27.37 n = 4312 
Ü = 3.58 
SM = 1.19 

50 Our WeacUer explainV wUaW 
we Uave Wo To Wo geW  a 
cerWain Üark in NngliVU (eg. 
3H4H5HeWc.) 

6.42 9.5 18.4 30.54 35.15 n = 4316 
Ü = 3.78 
SM = 1.2 

60 I WUink WUe ÜarkV I geW for 
NngliVU repreVenW ÜX level  
of knowleTge 

5.78 6.68 21.27 30.24 36.02 n = 4325 
Ü = 3.14 
SM = 1.16 

 

Table 11J OpinionV abouW aVVeVVÜenW (in percenWageV). 
 
TUe reÜaining VeWV of VWaWeÜenWV were incluTeT aV WUeX VeeÜ Wo inTicaWe 
cauVe for  concern.  Two of  WUe VWaWeÜenWV  in  WUe VeW  VUown in  Table  3  below 
relaWe  Wo  Uow  work  in  WUe  NngliVU  leVVon  iV  organiYeT.  LearnerV  were  aVkeT  
abouW Uow frequenWlX WUeX work in VÜall groupV anT in pairV. LeVV WUan Ualf of 
WUe VaÜple (42.92%) conViTer WUaW WUeX ofWen work in pairVH wUile 28.96% TiV-
agree wiWU WUe VWaWeÜenW. TUiV raiVeV queVWionV abouW WUe aÜounW of pracWice 
being afforTeT Turing NngliVU leVVonV if Ualf WUe VaÜple appear Wo work ÜucU 
of  WUe  WiÜe  in  lockVWep.  SÜall  group  work  iV  even  leVV  frequenW  wiWU  onlX  
28.11% agreeing WUaW WUiV ofWen occurV anT 44.46% TiVagreeing. One poVVible 
reaVon for WUe low inciTence of group work ÜaX be WUe age group in queVWionH 
aV Xoung WeenagerV can be cUallenging Wo ÜanageH wUicU ÜaX accounW for WUe 
apparenW infrequencX. IW iV leVV clear wUX pair work alVo appearV unpopular. 
TUe final VWaWeÜenW in WUe VeW referV Wo learnerV’ opinionV abouW language 
leVVonV. 26.74% WUink WUaW ÜoVW of WUeir leVVonV are VpenW learning graÜÜar 
wUile 17.73 % TiVagree. TUe ÜajoriWXH 55.53%H parWlX agree anT parWlX TiVa-
gree.  In allH iW appearV WUaW learning graÜÜarH aW leaVW in WUe view of a large 
percenWage of WUe reVponTenWVH  WakeV up a VubVWanWial parW of leVVon WiÜe. 
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PUen we reÜeÜber WUaW graÜÜar iV a VÜall parW of WUe conWenW of WUe core 
curriculuÜ WUiV iV worrXing.  
 

QueVWion 
nuÜber CauVeV for concern 

1. I 
WoWallX 

TiVagree 

2. I TonGW 
reallX 
agree 

3. I parWlX agree 
anT parWlX 
TiVagree 

4. I 
ÜoVWlX 
agree 

5. I 
WoWallX 
agree 

NuÜber 
anVwering 

Óean 
SWanTarT 
TeviaWion 

48 Pe ofWen work WogeWUer in 
VÜall groupV in NngliVU 
leVVonV   

19.88 24.58 27.44 17.44 10.67 n = 4301 
Ü = 2.74 
SM = 1.26 

47 Pe ofWen work in pairV 
Turing NngliVU leVVonV 

11.23 17.73 28.12 23.37 19.55 n = 4292 
Ü = 3.22 
SM = 1.26 

27 ÓoVW of our leVVonV are 
VpenW learning graÜÜar 

3.95 13.78 55.53 20.96 5.78 n= 4375 
Ü = 3.11 
SM = 0.85 

 

Table 12J CauVeV for concern (in percenWageV). 
 
TUe nexW VeW of VWaWeÜenWV refer Wo learnerV wUo can be conViTereT Wo be ‘aW 
riVk’ anT are VUown in Table 14 below.  AW firVW VigUWH WUe percenWageV ÜaX ÜiV-
leaTH  wiWU  a  ÜajoriWX  of  54.21%  TiVagreeing  wiWU  WUe  VWaWeÜenW  “IW  ToeVn’W  
ÜaWWer Wo anXone if I learn foreign languageV or noW”. However 20.14% agreeH 
inTicaWing a lack of VupporW anT encourageÜenW for a TiVWurbinglX large per-
cenWage of learnerV. An aTTiWional 25.56% are unTeciTeTH wUicU alVo VuggeVWV 
a Tegree of uncerWainWX abouW WUe level of poViWive reinforceÜenW WUeX are 
receiving. AV lack of VupporW froÜ faÜilX or frienTV can negaWivelX iÜpacW on 
ÜoWivaWionH WUiV iV an area wUicU neeTV Wo be aTTreVVeT in VcUoolVH wUere 
WeacUerV can give poViWive feeTback anT Uelp learnerV Wo feel valueT.  
 

QueVWion 
nuÜber LearnerV ‘aW riVk’ 1. I WoWallX 

TiVagree 

2. I TonGW 
reallX 
agree 

3. I parWlX 
agree anT 

parWlX TiVagree 

4. I 
ÜoVWlX 
agree 

5. I 
WoWallX 
agree 

NuÜber 
anVwering 

Óean 
SWanTarT 
TeviaWion 

55 IW ToeVn’W ÜaWWer Wo anX-
one if I learn foreign 
languageV or noW 

31.52 22.69 25.65 11.21 8.93 n = 4280 
Ü = 2.43 
SM = 1.28 

54 NverXone arounT Üe 
WUinkV  WUaW learning 
foreign languageV iV a 
waVWe of WiÜe 

32.46 28.66 23.84 8.69 6.34 n = 4291 
Ü = 2.28 
SM = 1.19 

 

Table 13J LearnerV ‘aW riVk’ (in percenWageV). 
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TUe final VeW of VWaWeÜenWV were incluTeT Wo proÜoWe furWUer reflecWion on 
wUaW foreign language leVVonV are reallX likeH for juVW over 20% of WUiV VaÜple 
claiÜ  WUaW  WUeX  are  boringH  anT  alÜoVW  16%  feel  WUeX  To  noW  geW  ÜucU  
cUance Wo VpeakH wUile 26.08% claiÜ WUaW WUeir WeacUer correcWV WUeÜ everX 
WiÜe WUeX VaX VoÜeWUing in NngliVU.  
 

QueVWion 
nuÜber Ńor reflecWion 1. I WoWallX 

TiVagree 

2. I TonGW 
reallX 
agree 

3. I parWlX 
agree anT 

parWlX TiVa-
gree 

4. I 
ÜoVWlX 
agree 

5. I 
WoWallX 
agree 

NuÜber 
anVwering 

Óean 
SWanTarT 
TeviaWion 

25 NngliVU leVVonV in 
VcUool are boring 

32.2 25.5 22.11 11.32 8.86 n = 4310 
Ü = 2.39 
SM = 1.28 

28 Pe To noW geW ÜucU 
opporWuniWX Wo Vpeak 
Turing NngliVU leVVonV 

35.42 28.7 20.09 9.65 6.13 n = 4320 
Ü = 2.22 
SM = 1.2 

29 TUe WeacUer correcWV 
Üe everX WiÜe I VaX 
VoÜeWUing in NngliVU   

16.62 27.31 29.98 14.10 11.98 n = 4339 
Ü = 2.78 
SM = 1.23 

 

Table 14J Ńor reflecWion (in percenWageV). 
 
8. MiVcuVVion 
 
SWaWeÜenWV aTopWeT froÜ ŁALLI were incluTeT Uere Wo allow coÜpariVon wiWU 
VWuTieV in oWUer counWrieV. HoweverH WUiV ÜuVW be Tone wiWU cauWionH aV WUeVe 
oWUer VWuTieV TiT noW alwaXV incluTe learnerV froÜ a ViÜilar age groupH or learn-
ing ViWuaWion. HorwiWY (1999J 565)H wUen overviewing VWuTieV in TaiwanH Oorea 
anT TurkeX conTucWeT uVing ŁALLIH founT WUaW “all groupV of NŃL VWuTenWV agreeT 
WUaW WUe ÜoVW iÜporWanW parW of learning a language waV learning vocabularX 
worTV  (agreeÜenW  ranging  froÜ  42  Wo  79%)”H  Vo  WUe  facW  WUaW  PoliVU  learnerV  
woulT alVo agree waV Wo be expecWeT. SiÜilarlXH iW waV founT WUaW all groupV re-
vieweT bX HorwiWY conViTereT learning a foreign language TifferenW froÜ oWUer 
VubjecWVH  a  facW  alVo  ÜirroreT  in  WUe  PoliVU  VWuTX.  ŁeliefV  abouW  graÜÜarH  aV  
founT UereH were TiviTeT in oWUer VWuTieVH wiWU ÜoVW TiVagreeing WUaW language 
learning iV  ÜoVWlX  a  ÜaWWer  of  learning graÜÜar ruleV  (ranging froÜ 29-81%).   
HoweverH learnerV in TurkeX were founT Wo VWronglX agree on WUe iÜporWance of 
graÜÜar (72-80%)H wUile TaiwaneVe anT parWicularlX Oorean VWuTenWV were 
againVWH  a  reacWionH  HorwiWY  VuggeVWVH  Wo  a  focuV  on  graÜÜar  in  WUe   VXllabuV  
(ibiT.) TUuVH WUiV ÜigUW VuggeVW WUaW learnerV in WUe PoliVU conWexW ÜaX alVo be 
reacWing negaWivelX Wo a focuV on graÜÜarH buW clearlX furWUer eviTence iV neeT-
eT before WUiV  can be VWaWeT wiWU anX convicWion.  AV  far  aV  WUe iÜporWance of  
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WranVlaWion in language learning iV concerneTH HorwiWY founT TifferenceV be-
Wween groupV wUere TifferenW languageV were being VWuTieTH wiWU VWuTenWV of 
GerÜan anT SpaniVU agreeing on WUe ValiencX of WranVlaWion bX up Wo 70%H wUile 
a  ÜajoriWX  (65%) of  VWuTenWV  of  ŃrencU TiVagreeT.  PiWU NŃL  VWuTenWV  percenW-
ageV were noWiceablX lowerH parWicularlX aÜong Oorean anT TaiwaneVeH alWUougU 
Wwo VWuTieV in Oorea obWaineT reVulWV of TifferenW ÜagniWuTe on WUiV iWeÜ. In one 
of WUe Oorean VWuTieV 38% agreeT wiWU WUe VWaWeÜenWH VUowing a TiVWribuWion 
wUicU bearV VoÜe reVeÜblance Wo WUe PoliVU reVulWV. In all conWexWV reVulWV TiviT-
eT WUe VaÜpleVH VuggeVWing WUaW WUiV iVVue iV VubjecW Wo conViTerable inTiviTual 
Tifference anT ÜaX alVo be affecWeT bX WUe learning culWureH ÜaWerialV anT WeacU-
ing ÜeWUoTologX.  In VuÜH WUe PoliVU reVulWV on beliefV abouW WUe naWure of for-
eign language learning can be VaiT Wo be in keeping wiWU oWUer VWuTieV in Tiffer-
enW conWexWV anT aÜong TifferenW WXpeV of learnerV.  
 
Óore TifficulW Wo inWerpreW are WUe Wwo VWaWeÜenWV referring Wo beliefV abouW 
WUe TifficulWX  of  language VkillVH  wUere WUe PoliVU  learnerV  were poViWive  Wo-
warTV “IW iV eaVier Wo Vpeak WUan Wo unTerVWanT a foreign language”H wiWU 41% 
agreeing. In WUe recenWlX conTucWeT Nuropean SurveX on Language CoÜpe-
WenceV (NSLC) (2011)H PoliVU learnerV TiT raWUer poorlX on WeVWV of reaTing 
anT liVWening H wiWU approxiÜaWelX 60% Vcoring below curriculuÜ WargeWV of  
level A2 on WUe CoÜÜon Nuropean ŃraÜework ( NSLC 2012). ŁX conWraVWH in a 
VWuTX of Vpoken coÜpeWence conTucWeT on VoÜe of WUe VaÜe learnerV in 
PolanTH onlX 41% TiT noW acUieve level A2 on WUe Vpeaking WeVWH VuggeVWing 
WUaW reVulWV on Vpeaking are in facW beWWer WUan WUe unTerVWanTing of WexWV. In 
WUiV conWexW WUe learnerV’ reVponVe coulT be Veen Wo inTicaWe an accuraWe 
unTerVWanTing bX WUe learnerV of WUeir language abiliWieV in WUe TifferenW Vkill 
areaV. In WUe NSLC iW waV on WUe WeVW of wriWing WUaW learnerV in PolanT VcoreT 
beVW of WUe WUree VubWeVWVH wiWU approxiÜaWelX 45% on WargeW for curriculuÜ 
VWanTarTV  (NSLC 2012)H  a  facW  WUaW  ÜaX be reflecWeT in  WUe facW  WUaW  35% of  
WUe VaÜple WUougUW reaTing anT wriWing were eaVier WUan Vpeaking anT un-
TerVWanTing. HoweverH  aV a verX ViÜilar nuÜber (32%) TiVagreeTH WUiV inWer-
preWaWion iV UarT Wo juVWifX.  
An alWernaWive inWerpreWaWion ÜaX be WUe influence of prevalenW waXV in 
wUicU WUe foreign language iV aVVeVVeT in claVV.  Pe Vaw WUaW learnerV claiÜ 
WUeX  receive  graTeV  for  wriWing  anT  WUaW  WUeX  Uave  WeVWV  of  graÜÜar  anT  
vocabularX Üore frequenWlX WUan WeVWV of liVWening anT reaTing. ŁX conWraVWH 
graTeV for Vpeaking are receiveT leVV frequenWlX. Pe alVo Vaw WUaW learnerV 
To  noW  appear  Wo  be  reWicenW  abouW  WrXing  Wo  VpeakH  or  Wo  Uave  concernV  
abouW Üaking ÜiVWakeV. TUiV woulT VuggeVW WUaW aWWiWuTeV WowarTV Vpeaking 
appear  Wo  be  poViWive  anT  WUaW  aV  iW  iV  leVV  frequenWlX  WeVWeT  learnerV  ÜaX  
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Uave a Üore opWiÜiVWic opinion of WUeir abiliWX in Vpeaking WUan in WUe oWUer 
VkillVH wUere WUeX are regularlX graTeT. ObviouVlX furWUer inveVWigaWion iV 
neeTeT  Wo  TiVcover  WUe  Vource  of  learnerV’  beliefV  on  WUiV  Wopic.  IW  iV  Wo  be  
UopeT WUaW WriangulaWion wiWU oWUer TaWa in WUe larger ŁUNJO VWuTX will 
WUrow Üore ligUW on WUiV.  
TeacUerV of NngliVUH boWU WUoVe reÜeÜbereT froÜ previouV language learning 
experienceV anT WUoVe currenWlX WeacUing WUeVe learnerVH are Veen in a verX 
poViWive ligUWH aV in WUe Üain are leVVonV of NngliVU. HoweverH aV TeVcribeT 
aboveH iW iV curiouV WUaW wUen WUe naWional core curriculuÜ placeV eÜpUaViV on 
being able Wo uVe WUe foreign language in orTer Wo coÜÜunicaWe learnerV claiÜ 
WUaW work in pairV iV noW an everXTaX occurrence anT WUaW work in groupV iV a 
rariWX.  Pe are lefW wonTering Uow pracWice in coÜÜunicaWion WakeV place in 
ÜanX of WUe claVVrooÜV wUere WUeVe learnerV VWuTX.  IV iW WUaW learnerV aVk anT 
anVwer queVWionV  in  open pairVH  wUile  WUe reVW  of  WUe claVV  liVWen?  Or  iV  WUe 
parWner in WUe coÜÜunicaWion uVuallX WUe WeacUer? Or are coÜÜunicaWive 
acWiviWieV being Tone in wriWingH WUrougU inWeracWion wiWU WexW-baVeT exerciVeV? 
Or perUapV learnerV are noW fullX aware of Uow work in WUeir language leVVonV 
iV organiYeT anT in facW pair work iV Üore frequenW WUan we are leT Wo believe? 
AnT  XeW  approxiÜaWelX  16%  VWaWe  clearlX  WUaW  WUeX  feel  WUeX  To  noW  Uave  
enougU  opporWuniWX  Wo  Vpeak   anT  a  furWUer  20%  parWiallX  agree  wiWU  WUiVH  
wUicU VeeÜV Wo VuggeVW WUaW parW of WUe learnerV in WUe VWuTX woulT prefer Wo 
be Üore acWivelX engageT anT WUaW iW ÜaX be WUaW an increaVe in WUe nuÜber of 
acWiviWieV in pairV ÜaX be WUe anVwer.  IW iV UopeT WUaW TaWa froÜ WUe claVVrooÜ 
obVervaWion parW of ŁUNJO will be able Wo anVwer VoÜe of WUeVe queVWionVH aV 
leVVonV aWWenTeT bX WUeVe VaÜe learnerV were obVerveT.  
Running WUrougU WUe reVponVeV we can  finT WUaW WUere appear Wo be a VÜall 
groupH of perUapV beWween 12-15%H wUo VeeÜ leVV poViWive abouW language 
learning in general.  IW  will  be inWereVWing Wo Wrace wUeWUer WUeVe are learnerV 
wiWU lower reVulWV in foreign languageV anT poVViblX alVo in PoliVU.  IV iW  WUaW 
TifficulWX wiWU language learning cauVeV leVV poViWive beliefVH or iV iW WUaW WUeVe 
reVulWV  are  ViÜplX  parW  of  a  Üore  coÜplex  picWure?  NSLC  founT  WUaW  wUere  
parenWV were WUougUW bX WUeir cUilTren Wo be gooT aW foreign languageV WUiV 
waV aVVociaWeT wiWU WUe Xoung people  geWWing beWWer  reVulWV.  IV  WUe facW  WUaW  
arounT 20% Uere claiÜ WUaW noboTX careV wUeWUer WUeX learn foreign lan-
guageV or noW a ÜeVVage abouW lack of parenWal abiliWX or inWereVW in foreign 
languageV? If WUiV iV founT Wo be WUe caVeH iW woulT VeeÜ Wo VuggeVW WUaW WUere 
iV a neeT for increaVeT ouWreacU work on WUe parW of VcUoolV Wo work wiWU WUe 
faÜilieV  of  WUeir  pupilV  anT  alVo  for  Üore  Wo  be  Tone  in  VcUool  Wo  perVuaTe  
learnerV WUaW WUeir efforWV are valueT. AV WeacUerV of NngliVU Uave been founT 
Wo be UigUlX regarTeT bX WUeir learnerV WUiV VWraWegX UaV a cUance Wo VucceeT.  
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9. ConcluVionV 
 
To concluTeH WUiV queVWionnaire VWuTX can be VaiT Wo preVenW a poViWive pic-
Wure of foreign language learning anT WeacUingH anT in parWicular a poViWive 
approacU WowarTV WUe WeacUing anT learning of NngliVUH aÜong WUeVe learn-
erV froÜ claVV one giÜnaYjuÜ (lower VeconTarX VcUool) in PolanT.  LearnerV 
appear Wo carrX wiWU WUeÜ gooT ÜeÜorieV of foreign language learning froÜ 
priÜarX VcUoolH wUicU VuggeVWV WUaW WUiV paWWern of VaWiVfacWion iV noW Vpecific 
Wo onlX one VWage of eTucaWion. PUile WUere are inTicaWionV of VoÜe areaV for 
iÜproveÜenWH VucU aV an increaVeT varieWX in Uow leVVonV are organiYeTH 
aWWiWuTeV WowarTV WUeir currenW language learning ViWuaWion in VcUool are alVo 
poViWive aÜong learnerV in WUe VaÜple. TUiV iV a preliÜinarX reporW on a VÜall 
parW  of  a  coÜplex  TaWa  VeW  anT  iW  iV  UopeT  WUaW  Veveral  of  WUe  queVWionV  
raiVeT bX WUe finTingV will be able Wo anVwereT WUrougU WriangulaWion wiWU 
oWUer TaWa in WUe wiTer VWuTX.  
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