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This paper analyses Macedonian — Albanian inteiiages in Macedonia in the last fifteen
years i.e. their frequency, routes and patternsisairrelation with the social and traditional
relationship that existed and still exists in bgganding” and ,receiving” communities. The
foundation of such ,new” constructions as MacedoniaAlbanian intermarriages, decon-
struct some of the already established norms betthe nuclear — family level and on the
local — community level and reshape or construgt nerms and relations within families
and local communities as well.
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The phenomenon of intermarriage is not a topic kst recently be-
come fascinating. Not only in Macedonia but alsohia last thirty years it
has been studied worldwide. The main motivationirizethis article is the
lack of research that has been carried out intoddacian-Albanian inter-
marriages, despite the fact that such unions hagerbe very frequent in
the Republic of Macedonia over the last fifteen rgedntermarriages
between female Albanians from the northern parfAlifania and male
Macedonians from the western parts of Macedoniaeghiheir popularity
because of their largely increasing numbers, andash were caught by
these waves of events, as well as the increase'damevleragé The rea-

! M. Rukaj, ,Between Albania and Macedonia: Pathatdoves”, 29 September 2010,
<http://www.balcanicaucaso.org/eng/Regions-and-t@siAlbania/>, 18.10.201(B. Lige-
TaHOCKH, Anbancku momu 3a Maxedoucku epeenu, I'modyc, no. 43, 20085b. 3adpuposa,
Ce noconem 6poj mewanu bparkosu 6o memoscko, ,Beuep” 5.09.2006.
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sons for these frequent occurrences are numerobstin countries, and
they are determined by many factors, such as clsaimgeemography,
social standards, political and economic conditiaimaditional culture,

family life and religious beliefs. All these factoinfluence the shaping of
social norms and the social behaviour of individualithin a smaller or
wider community, thus shaping its ,ideal” and/oeat” behaviour. But

discrepancies between the ,ideal” and actual ocgptable” behaviour of
individuals within a social group, family or comnigynalways exist.

When we discuss migration, we can talk about itoua aspects: mo-
tives, direction, numbers of migrants, their gended age, duration of
migrations and many more. Although there are diffiees in the approach
and research methods used by different sciences, asl ethnography,
ethnology, anthropology, geography, sociology, dgraphy, economy,
etc., to some extent they all interlace, interaxt eomplement each other
at some point, thus enriching our knowledge abadpfe’s reasons for
moving and seeking something ,new and better”.deeace of scientific
materials on the topic of intermarriages concerrimgterritory of Mace-
donia, the present study relies on field reseasth,dheoretical literature
and comparative analysis. During the field reseénehauto reflexive me-
thod was used to encompass the personal aspéa miformants and their
perception of the causes for migrating and conasitim which they occur.
The ethnographic method was used in order to fiserihe ,truth” and the
informants’ ,point of view”.

Many intercontinental or transcontinental migrasiomave occurred
through the centuries. Even though all migrantsehlasen motivated by
different factors, they all have one common goalptovide a better life
for themselves and/or their families. This conditan be correlated with
Ernest George Ravenstein’s oft-cited ,push and’ paditors and his Laws
of Migration (1885), as complementary elements wfration. Much of the
intense debafeconcerning migration that has taken place oveenede-
cades has almost inevitably included multicultsrali diversity, assimila-
tion and ultimately the identity as an important bariable feature of
people in contemporary society, thus taking mapiiit be one of the es-
sential means of functioning in the contemporanpbgl society.

2 3.P. HuntingtonWho are we? The cultural core of American natididahtity, New
York 2004, p. 7.
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Migration has also been directly or indirectly sagpd and encour-
aged by various relevant organizations and ingiitst such as the Euro-
pean Union, which, through its agencies, accepiseacourages mobility
(and very often we can say ,migration”) as onels key factors in the
realization of many of its activities, programmesl @olicies.

It is very important to mention the political facdptoo. In many Eu-
ropean countries, the collapse of the communistme@t the beginning of
the 1990s initiated changes and transitions thag¢ wet only political, but
economic and social as well. Dynamic transformatiand disparities in
many aspects of life caught people unpreparedhfergood and the bad
things that were about to happen. The strong imphittese changes were
about to be felt for many years to come.

Albania as a country entrapped into total isolatmil under constant
political and economic pressure, determined futleselopment of the
country with the opening of the borders, at theifr@gg of the 1990's.
The fall of it's political borders led to great n@went and migrations of
people, inside and outside the country, thus cgufdnreaching demo-
graphical imbalance that qualified Albania and Aliaa immigration as
one of the most dramatic demographic phenomenan&uiropé. Daily
and periodical migration, undertaken in order touse basic existential
needs, within the country ran parallel to the pdidal migrations in the
neighbouring countries, wider in Europe and worliiviA large number
of these periodical migrations, in time became @gr@amt migrations.

The routes of internal migrations were directednfrime rural to urban
areas, as well as from the southern and northets glthe country towards
the central regions and lowlands, in the settlemaitdng the active trade
routes. This situation caused such a great incieggepulation in the capital
city of Tirana that from 200 000 inhabitants in @99t reached the number
of 800 000 inhabitants in 2006According to 2001 census dythe number

% <http://europa.eufindex_en.htm>, 15.11.2012.

* Population and Housing Census 2001.

® C. Erka, L.J.G. Van WisseMjigration in the Albania of the post-1990s: triggerby
post-communist transformations and facilitator otis-demographic changesSouth-East
Europe Review” no. 3, 2007, p. 88.

® A. Fetsi, F. Panzica, N. Popovabour Market Review of Albaniahttp://www.etf.
europa.eu/web.nsf/%28RSS%29/C125782B0048D6F6C185052A4EF?OpenDocument
&LAN=en>, 16.11.2012; C. Erka, L.J.G. Van Wisskftigration in the Albania.,.p. 94.
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of migrants who left the country since the begignai the transition pe-
riod in 1990’s was about 1.000,000 Albanians, #igdst percent of which
belonged to the age group between 20 to 29 year Mdle populatioh
constitutes about 70%f this population.

Main destinations of Albanian migrants were antll ate Greece, Ita-
ly, USA, UK and Canada The small number of female migrants was
usually a result of family reunions, in some casesducational purposes
and rarely their migration was the result of thmsrsonal decision.

In this same period the conditions in Macedoniaewes less dramat-
ic. Based on various statistical data availablanfrthe State Statistical
Office of the Republic of Macedorfa we could note that the migration
processes are constant and in certain regions stewe Macedonia the
migration processes, whether they were internakxiernal migration,
were most common among the female population age®4£ In some
cases this ratio is several times higher thandtee af migration among the
male population.

The migration rate of female population is partly high in rural
areas which bring demographic gender unbalanceédehd to further so-
cial changes.

According to field research in mountainous villagefsthe ethno-
graphic region of Porece, women refuse to remagaspnt girls” all their
life, and they are willing to migrate to the towidakedonski Brod, Kice-
vo, the city of Skopje etc.) and bare the riskpiider to find a job or to get
married".

Despite the fact that in various documents Macedd@imentioned as
a transit destination of Albanian migrants headingGreece or to other
European countries, from the beginning of 1990¢&mé& been observed that
for a large number of women migrants Macedonia ipectheir final des-
tination. According to available statistical dakee thumber of female im-
migrants from Albania was significantly higher thifmat of the male popu-

" INSTAT, Migration in Albania. Population and housing cen®1@01, Tirane 2001,
p. 34.

8 C. Erka, L.J.G. Van WisseNigration in the Albania.,.p. 95.

° |OM, The Republic of Albania Migration Profjlehttp://www.iom.hu/PDF/migra-
tion_profiles2007/Albania_2007.pdf>, 16.11.20121 4.

10 <http://makstat.stat.gov.mk>, 16.11.2012.

Y Narrative information from Prof. Aneta Svetieveorfi the field research in 2004.
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lation. Although this category of migrants has athe been recognized by
the Macedonian Governméhtthe concrete data on intermarriages which
renders more detailed analysis is still missing.

Based on the religious believes we can perceive émigrational
waves of the female population from Albania. Fisstve of migrants in-
volved Muslim female migrants that engaged in img@riages with Mus-
lim male population from Macedonia. But since theginning of 2000
there has been a ,shift” or ,change” of populatsmMacedonia became
a ,wedding destination” for Christian Albanidfi$rom the northern parts
of Albania.

The emergence of intermarriages can be identifiadeu various
terms, but the most appropriate terms would be giregimigrations** or
,marriage migration®. These terms have been adopted and accepted by
many authors researching intermarriages. Interdbgrere that occurs in
the creation of such social and family connectioogesponds to the es-
tablished traditional and cultural norms of theiwdlals and their coun-
tries, but also to the norms of the receiving coulitewise.

Although during the field research the ,lack” of lmgopulatior® in
the concerning regions of Albania, was mentionedragiitial motive due
to the intensive migration to European or transétiacountries, we can
conclude that the real motives were much more cexa@ased on the
research we can distinguish several main motivel sis: economic, so-
cial, patriarchal relations and desire for gendguadity, avoiding social
marginalization etc.

12 Brana na Peny6muixa Maxenonuja, MUHHCTEpCTBO 32 TPy U COLHMjalHA MOJIHUTHKA,
Cmpamezuja 3a unmezpayuja na becaryu u cmpanyu 6o Penybmuxa Maxeoonuja 2008—
2015 Mexemspu, 2008 p. 9.

BE, Murnotiecka, JKenama muepawm u axyimypayuckume npoyecu npexky 06peo-
Hocma Ha cemejnuom u Ha karenoapcekuom yukaye, in: Batkaiski folklor jako kod interkultu-
rowy, red. J. Rkas, t. 1, Pozne2011, p. 281-288.

14 J1. Crojanosuk-Jlagasaroscka, Muepayuja u xabumyc. Maxedonckama emuzpayuja
60 I'epmanuja, Cxomje 2008, p. 29.

5 L.A. Simons,Marriage, Migration and Markets: International Mdtmaking and
International FeminismA Dissertation Presented to The Faculty of thadBate School of
International Studies University of Denver, JunédP0p. 47-50; A. BruceMaking the
Family — Marriage within and across Bordershttp://www.metropolis2009.org/Presen-
tations/Marriage%20A_Bruce_marriage_across%20bsnoidi>, 15.10.2010.

16 Field research 2010, 2012.



28z Meri Stojanova

When we discuss economic motives in many cases reveaiking
about young women coming from poorer families, fawsiwith a large
number of children and families to whom the med®ipresent” a picture
for ,better” economic conditions in Macedonia, whibasically does not
always correspond to the reality.

Nevertheless this general attitude might be mosteeeotype than a
true reflection of the situation, because a loyaing women intermarried
in Macedonia do not actually belong to the econattyiovorse-off fami-
lies than the ones they came into. Social conditionAlbania in the past
have indirectly reflected on this category of papioin.

Namely according to their statements, the decisioleave their own
country has been made ,easy” because of the pamikafear of increased
crime rate, and because of the danger to becaniensiof trafficking.
According to the police reports and media in theuddic of Macedonia
this fear is justified. From the visual media, gahd monthly press in the
last 15years, we are familiar with many cases of contermyorsexual
slaves”, especially in the region of western Maceaoamong which
a large number come from Albania.

Strict patriarchal relations and norms, greatlytdbuate to the conclu-
sion of intermarriages. We can conclude that, deghie confirmation of
the young women that they have made the decisionintermarrying
themselves, and without any preséﬁrehis decision comes ,in force”
after the father or any other older male family rbemvisits the home of
the ,marriage candidate” and obtains informationtdthis economic situ-
ation etc.

An important role in this context must be giventhie image that the
girls have about the situation and life in Macedgomihich is very idealis-
tically presented by the ,matchmakers” and it usualits emphasis on the
freedom of movement enjoyed by the female populatich is unima-
ginable for the girls from Albania. According tceth statements they have
never, prior to their arrival to Macedonia, remairmtside their homes in
the evening. This condition might indicate the tee$d acquire some kind
of gender equality which is, in many cases, sebimelation with the deci-
sion to intermarry.

7 Field research 2010, 2012.
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Existing social norms present in the respectiveoresy point to one
more segment that we should take in consideratibanwdetermining the
reasons for intermarrying. Frequent incidencesvaslgnt” events during
the conclusion of interreligious marriages (amoragh@lic girls and Mus-
lim boys), at the same time means breaking of #iti@hdéished norms and it
faces condemnation. Thus, many of the girls refetoethis phenomenon
as a negative one and attributed it to the faatdnish contributed to their
departure from Albania. Namely, social exclusiod amarginalization that
occur after the girl exceeds the appropriate ,rageiage”, which is usual-
ly between 14 and 20 or 22 years old, represeiitreaconcilable problem
for many girls and their families which again dieta and facilitates the
decision for departure.

| was 18 years old when my mother said to me: Wemarry you. You are too
old now. What are you going to do now? — They aeduto marrying their daugh-
ters when they are 14. My sister was 14 when thayied het®.

Exposure to social ridicule and rejection is présercases when after
the engagement the fiancé leaves Albania to workaab After many
years of absence in numerous cases it never cangesdnclusion of mar-
riage, so the girls remain in a very disadvantagesition, without any
opportunity to enter other marriage in the locahownity. According to
this the only acceptable solution is to intermanrgnother local communi-
ty, even if it means marrying somebody with a défd religion. The in-
fluence of traditional and social norms is appaianthe communities —
recipients. They can be perceived as a family &iracvhere the sons are
considered as pillars and continuants of the fatndgition and thus they
are ,normatively” obliged to remain in the fathelsme.

In contrast the girls are expected to leave thergar homes and live
in a new environment. This social attitude to gdaextent facilitates the
decision to leave their father's home without asgcjal sanctions” for the
girls. This occurrence put in correlation with atliactors contributes to
the constant decrease of the female populatioaral areas and it creates a
gender misbalance, but in this case in favour tte papulation. Now, the
male population is in a position of outhumberedpation which leads to

18 AEM K1-2009 Interview made by Eli Miloseska, 7.04.200%filep.
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deficit of ,marriage candidates”. The maximum ameitl suitable for the
male population to get married is a bit higher @n@nges from 25 to 27
years. Exceeding this age limit, brings the quadifion such as an ,old
bachelor”, which again leads to expression of th@a$ norms, so unmar-
ried man are subjected to social exclusion and imaigation. In many
cases within local communities they are perceivetheapable of forming
their own homes and families, and rarely this situais perceived as
a juncture of circumstances. This general attitade desire to belong to
your own community in many cases facilitate theiglen to conclude
arranged marriage, even with a girl from anothetionality. The field
research confirms that all these marridgegithout any exception have
been arranged through ,matchmakiffg"Occurrence of matchmaking is
not unknown or new in our or wider Balkan tradiébeultureé’. What is
different is the way of its manifestation. Initiadifor intermarriage is not
realized through today’s known marriage agencies, ibis concluded
through some contemporary kind of traditional mateking. At the be-
ginning of this migration wave, some Macedoniang \wad arranged mar-
riages with Macedonian grooms played the role aichmaakers. They had
their collaborators in Albania that appeared inacdty of interpreters and
mediators with the Albanian girls. In time it cameea slight modification
in the structure of matchmakers, so the once mighdtpanian women —
married in Macedonia, undertake the role of matdt@sa Thus ,the in-
coming bride” endeavours to create an ambiencehictwshe will com-
municate with many of her friends and compatridtss initiative can be
followed according to the conclusion of new mareiggin this sense this
situation can be observed as a ,chain reaction’reviilee first ,marriage
migrant”, directly or indirectly, starts to ,atttd@nd mediate the intermar-
riages between her female relatives or girlfriefrdsn Albania and local
male population from the ,new community” in Macedoriinancial bene-
fit of such mediation varies in the range of 50B4.&uros. This amount
is charged to the ,groom” as soon as both candidageee to a marriage.
In many cases the girl's family does not receivg money and therefore

' Field research 2010, 2012.

D Field research 201@. Munowecka, JKenama muzpanm u axyimypayuckume npo-
yecu...

2 J1. Crojanosuk-Jladasanoscka, Muzpayuja u xabumyc..., p. 29.
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we cannot say that the marriage is concluded irrofor the family to
achieve economic benefit as is the case in marsr athuntrie¥. Howev-
er, the long lasting tradition of ,buying of theide” through the newer
forms of ,dowry” made its mark in the Macedoniam\lbanian intermar-
riages. For example, all financial assets thatcaitected on the wedding
or engagement ceremony, which almost in all thes<as obligatory first
held in Albania and which is attended by all th&lé&s closest relatives
and friends, the groom is obliged to leave therthéogirl's family. When
the matchmaker is a family member and after prigne@ment, he may
relinquish a certain amount of money to the gipksents.

...my brother said: if you pay 1000 Euros | will lr come. Here, some of the
girls that have just married here, in the villagemy (close to the village of Go-
divlje — author’s note), her cousin said: if yougimoney you can take Rér

Although the ,purchase” of the bride is not gengralerceived as
something completely acceptable and understandable,direct discus-
sion the girls try to avoid conversation on theidpp many cases denying
that the act actually happened.

The process of arranging a marriage consists arabeonsecutive
stages. At first the ,groom to be” in accordancéhveomeone’s recom-
mendation or based on his own initiative engagesimact with the mat-
chmaker. After they reach the agreement for theusunof money needed
to be paid for the mediation and acquaintance tiivqehotos, they come
forward to arrange a ,meeting” of the candidateac®they principally
choose the bride, together with the matchmakersanae of his friends or
family members, they visit the house of the gitd ameet her parents. After
this first meeting, the father, brother or someeottlose male relative of
the girl comes to Macedonia to meet the familytedf groom, to see his
house and property and to ,assess” whether he wmilchpable of taking
care of the bride and the future family. Then heggback to Albania and
few days later they give their final decision, whis usually affirmative.
The act of engagement or some kind of wedding cengris the next step.
The groom accompanied by the members of his cldeasily goes to

2 A, Bruce,Making the Family...
2 AEM K1-2009 Interviews made by Eli Miloseska 3.03.200%he village of Krivo-
gastani.
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Albania to take her from her (father’'s) home. Oattbccasion the groom
gives the bride gold, a ring, earrings, a neckland clothes, and after
a short celebration in her home, the bride is takedacedonia. The main
event — the wedding, is organized in Macedoniapiticg to the local
traditions and customs which are accepted and taidsr by the bride
without any objection and as a perfectly understhatedthing. This is ac-
tually the girl’s first step towards the processriégration and accultura-
tion in the new community.

Although the locals approve of these types of rages, emphasizing
the moment of patriarchal values and obediencedissinguish the girls
from Albania, still in everyday relations of theose family as well as the
members of the local community, one can note samganism. In mu-
tual communication the local population usually r@dd them with the
term ,Albanki’ (Albanian), which to some extend igs pejorative and
disrespectful meaning. This attitude in some cés@sesent among some
of the close family members, and this situatiomeeads to addressing the
newborns with the term ,Albanians”, again with ifogonnotation.

Almost all nuclear families created in this way @ashildren in the
first year of marriage, while in the next periogythave at least one or two
more. Since most of these marriages are concludiihvthe rural com-
munities which are almost completely depopulatée@, increased birth
rates as a result of the increased number of newtfaldren, gets the ap-
proval of the local population and gives hope thahy of the villages will
be completely revitalized.

Intermarrying among the members of different ethracial, social or
religious groups is usually a difficult decision taake. Among all the
above mentioned reasons religious believes offbases are probably the
ones that provoke outmost discussion. If we comsidkgious tolerance
and diversity in many of the contemporary commesitand the attitude
that people have toward these issues, we can amthat religion set in
context of inter-religious marriagésis almost diametrically opposed.

%4 E. Gokbiowska,Ethnic and Religious Tolerance in Polan&ast European Politics
and Societies” vol. 23, no. 3, 2009, p. 371-391] ucassen, Ch. Laarmahmmigration,
intermarriage and the changing face of Europe ie glost war period, The History of the
Family” vol. 14, 2009.
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Approval of inter-religious marriages usually reggets merely a declara-
tive rather than real statement of the people, Wwigiwes a more or less
dominant position to one — usually own, at the espeof the other —
usually counterpart’s religion. Religion seen imtaxt of migrants as
something which is ,imported” with them, appearsbeome conflicting
when it is put in context between migrants and igedous” population.
Religion is almost always perceived interwoven wibal cultures so it
bears the marks of the local community, as a creztthe local cultur®.
Religious affiliation of the spouses plays an intaot role in the Macedo-
nian — Albanian intermarriages. Nevertheless, iaffin to Catholic —
Christian and Orthodox — Christian religion does rase any antagonism
as it is the case when we talk about intermarriagespouses from two
completely different religions such as Islam andig€lianity. In this case
religious affiliation becomes an unbridgeable gap.

Oh, no! That can not happ@n

The process of acculturation of ,newcomers” withie local com-
munity unwinds on many levels. It begins with graldabandoning of the
previous religious norms and customary practicest atepting the local
ones. Awareness of such an act although real isecognized as an essen-
tial element within the process of integration adulturation, however, it
becomes a part of the everyday life of the newcemer

I only follow local customs; there (in Albania) myother follows their local cus-
toms”.

Some exceptions has been noted especially duriadir$t year of
marriage when in two occasions for the main Clanstiolidays Christmas
and Easter, (for the Catholic as well as for thih@tox holidays) the wife,
prepares traditional and festive local dishes. &foee for Easter in two
occasions she dyes eggs, although for the cathwslier their number is
minimal, which gives the priority of the local mgilbus traditions.

Other local traditional customs associated with diegls, child birth,
burials etc. are adapted and practiced very sodhéwives. According to

% |bidem, p. 328.
% Field research 2010.
27 Field research 2010.
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this situation we can conclude that the barrigherboundary for intermar-
riage is set only in cases of completely unknowd eompletely ,oppo-
site” religions, while in other cases the differem@are less significant.
Although the language by itself does not constituteletermine the
belonging to a particular ethnic category — gro@ip@ople or nation, his
complementarity is inevitable. If we consider thhg language can act as
a symbol of belonging or foreignness, and put atelation with the will
and the motive¥ of the migrants to integrate into the new societg,
could see the resemblance to the elaborated them&eonarriages of the
Albanian and Macedonian population. Ignorance & kinguage most
directly causes problems in everyday communicafltrus, the fluency of
the language of the concrete community can be derei as one of the
basic integrative or disintegrative eleméhthat determine an individual
belonging to a particular group. Faced with thisation Albanian women
— migrants, that intermarried Macedonian men, Withvery act of coming
to Macedonia undergoes some kind of cultural sfoakall levels — so-
cial, religious and linguistic. The period of ovenaing this situation and
period of adaptation or acceptance of the Maceddarguage depends on
many factors such as: motivation, degree of edmcafamily and social
surrounding etc. With the act of coming into theslbands’ home, their
mutual communication is almost non-existent. Thiglie to the fact that
the bride only speaks Albanian while her husbang simeaks Macedonian
language. In very rare cases, with some longenmetal period of mutual
communication the husband tries to learn the Alramanguage by using
a dictionary". This situation leads to easier communication i bride
when she enters the new community. In almost akotases, at the be-
ginning, the basic communication means betweerspioeises, as well as
the rest of the community members, were the haRdsting towards
some object accompanied with mimicry and loud pnoiation of the

28 H. Esser,Migration, Language and Integrationzhttp://www2000.wzb.eu/alt/aki/
files/aki_research_review_4.pdf>, 16.11.2012.

29 MLIL. Mupuescka, Bepbantu u Hesepbannu emuuyku cumbonu 6o Topra Pexa, Cxo-
nje 2007, p. 133.

30 1. Makapujocka, 3aemkume 60 jazukom Ha makeOOHCKume uceienuyu, ,Maxe-
noHcku ¢onkiop”, rog. XXXIV, no. 66, p. 15.

* Field research 2012.
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basic words, gave the bride the first cognition inflividual words.
Promptness of adoption and learning of Macedoraaguage is merely an
individual accomplishment, and it usually lasts @@ year. This period is
certainly sufficient for acquisition of basic vetltammunication while the
real knowledge of Macedonian language remains absen even after 6—
7 years do the brides achieve some drastic chanigmguage fluency, but
that is probably due to the local community in widentext. However,
what is interesting is that all these women hawerg subjective attitude
towards their own personal achievement of the laggikknowledge. It has
to be emphasized that when it comes to the knowleddghe Macedonian
language we discuss the limited knowledge of tlealldialect of Macedo-
nian language, rather than any literary knowledfehe language. The
absence of the writing and reading skills has beeted among these
women, while even if they do know how to read oiteyrthat again is at a
basic skill level. Closeness or openness of thdeaudamilies and their
members towards the community or their margindbratinfluence the
pace of the language fluency of the women as vielthe open family
communities where the frequency of communicatiothwihe members
outside the narrow family circle is much biggerttbiespeed and fluency
in the verbal communication can be noted. Conttaryhis case, within
closed family communities, where due to establisfaedily norms, the
communication of the women is restricted and lichite the members of
the tight-knit family community, the speed and dgyabf the verbal com-
munication is at a very low level. This situati® usually the result of
quiet family revolt that arises from the way therrize was concluded
and the furtive repulsive attitude toward Albantades. In communities
where the number of Albanian brides is greatethéfirst 2—3 years their
mutual communication is in Albanian language, whithhe later period
this communication becomes a communication witkeraltive use of
Macedonian and Albanian words. Still this type ofrenunication usually
takes place when the brides are alone. When irepecesof other family or
community members, they try to speak only in Macealn. Recent field
researches show that only a limited number of Mawcioh — Albanian
intermarriages transcend the language barrier asabrthe factors for
a complete integration and acculturation of Albarisides, which causes
many difficulties for the spouses from both sides.
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Children’s bilingualism is basically accepted byttbparents although
in many cases, up to the age of 3—4, accordingetaniothers’ statemerits
they communicate with the children in Macedoniamgleage. However, it
is natural for the Albanian mother, to speak toriewborns in Albanian as
a mother language. Although the largest numberhitdiren do not speak
Albanian very well, their parents confirm that awyitheir stay in Albania
they can adapt to the surroundings relatively easy start using the lan-
guage. This, again confirms the fact that motherthé local communities,
aside from their statements, communicate with thi&dien in Albanian
language as well. In mutual communication the childwho originate
from this kind of intermarriages, very rarely orvee use the Albanian
language, which leaves the question open for thiereasons.

Based on the above we can conclude that the pherom the in-
termarriages in the past thirty years has becoméessre that has been
studied in many countries all over the world. Thetical literature and
empirical research confirm that this occurrenceris of a kind challenge
that contemporary community faces. In that sersentain reason for this
pilot study is the reality and frequency of Maceidon— Albanian inter-
marriages in the Republic of Macedonia. Comparisbthe examples of
theoretical literature and recent field studiethim Republic of Macedonia,
show that irrespective of the territory with preserof intermarriages,
numerous similarities appear in the context of esarsd-effect relation-
ships and implications arising as a result of thaldishment of new con-
nections and relations, which is primarily duehe increased mobility and
population movements. Research of the individuanglmena, their com-
parative analysis and impact on local, nationahewv&ler global changes,
could not only contribute towards better understagaf the contempo-
rary models of behaviour, but also to the trad#ionorms and customs
passed on by each individual as his own culturdeas well. Based on the
concrete empirical data from the initial researéhthis phenomenon in
Macedonia, we can conclude that the reasons arenouision both sides,

%2 Field research 2012.
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but yet we can not reach a conclusion if this isegnally spontaneous
activity present at both sides or there are sorheraictivities as well. In
that sense, it is indicative that the resent staflyhis phenomenon in
Macedonia confirms that the new marital communiaigsone of a kind
structures, represent a symbiosis of socio-cultaral traditional norms,
customs, beliefs and symbols that each of the ssohengs to the new
community as a ,cultural” capital, reshaping onksald others in the
close-knit family frames, but based on the intgnaitd frequency of the
newly established relations with an opportunityeéshape the local com-
munities and other cultural changes that couldXdpe&ed in the future.






