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Praca niniejsBa podejmuje temat traktatu Sefer Jecira�
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� (l. poj. – ot, hebr. 	
�5�
,;
&$2'&?1>#
;?=#P'%C&#
?E&D<&
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2 Gershom Scholem, Kabbalah, Jerusalem 1974, s. 23.
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4 G. Scholem, Origins of the Kabbalah, transl. �llan �rkush, ed. R.J. Zwi Werblowsky, Prin-
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La mystique cosmologique juive, Paris 1981.
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7 J.H. Laenen, Jewish Mysticism. +n Introduction, transl. David E. Orton, Louisville 2001, s. 24.
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Terminologia traktatu Sefer Jecira
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Istnieje kilka hipoteB na temat cBasu powstania Sefer Jecira�
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/%);-%C.$
C%
2=B#@;$
-&#?O-
U���
&
�Z14.
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9 G. Scholem, Origins]� s. 29, prBypis.
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%1);=B.
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 Jecira [Bob. �ryeh Kaplan (transl. and notes), Sefer
Yet�irah. The Book of Creation in Theory and Practice (revised edition), Boston, M�, York Beach,
ME 1997, s. XXI].
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�
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14 G. Scholem, Kabbalah, s. 28; podobnie �. Kaplan, Sefer Yet�irah]� s. XXIII.
15 G. Scholem, ���������9�������� �� ��&��&/��������������
 )@1$�
�=#C#1EB
�%C&%�
�%=EB%-%

 QQ9�
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�88��
 s. 184.
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-
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E1<#=1>M
1$&#>E,%-&%T
=#/%?,>D
C%>E)%=EB#>
,BDP,&
?E&D<&
 Jecira na prBynajmniej III wiek n.e.19, a L%/%�
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I
C%
-&#?
U�
42=B.
C#;2'%);NE?&,*
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R./;-E?&#<;
2;,*;/B#C&%
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&
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F#&C=&,*
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-.?%B%T
 2=OL;-%@21�
 R#
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 C%2&E%C.
B;E)%@
-#
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-&#?%,*
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-
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 EB#�
=B.@.
 E&D
 &/##
 &W2;<'M/.
<C;E).?O-�
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 )#BD
 ;W)%?
-,B#EC.$
2;,*;/B#C&1
?E&D<&
 >#/C%?
1C&#-%RC&@22
 &W$O-&T
 B%,BM@
2=B#/#
-EB.E)?&$
;WU���
-&#?1
 >%?;
,B%E&#
?;$2;B.,>&
1)-;=1�
�CC&
1,B#C&
=O-C&#R
E.)1;-%'&
2;-E)%C&#
?E&D<& Jeci-
ra na VIII/IX wiek23 – idBie tu o Leopolda ZunBa, Wilhelma Bachera24, Block’a25.

�&#$C&#>
 E).'
 >DB.?;-.
 Sefer Jecira
 ?%B%@L.
 =%,B#>
-E?%B.-%T�
 </.
 &/B&#
;
$;$#C)
E2;=BM/B#C&%
?E&D<&�
C%
;?=#E
/1R;
-,B#PC&#>EB.
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 )#C
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2=B#B
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-E2;$C&%C.,*
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)>�
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)%?
>%?
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��
,*;'#$��:�&/���������� ��	������	����
)@1$�
	1'&1EB
�.,*;-&,B�
�=%?O-
�868�
E�
 ��
17 G. Scholem, Kabbalah, s. 26.
18 �%$R#.
19 Peter �. Hayman, „Sefer Yesira and the Hekhalot literature”, w: Jerusalem Studies in Je-

wish Thought, vol. 6, Jerusalem 1987, s. 71-84. �/C;PC&#
do L%/%N
2=;-%/B;C.,*
2=B#B
F%.$%C%
C%/
 Sefer Jecira Bob. jego: Some Observations on Sefer Yesira. Its Use of Scripture, „Journal
of Jewish Studies” 35 (1984), s. 164-184; The Doctrine of Creation in Sefer Yesira. Some Text-Cri-
tical Problems, w: Rashi 1040-1990. Hommage a E.E. Urbach, Gabrielle Sed-Rajna (éd.), Paris
1993, s.  �8�  6
4<;/C%
1-%<&
>#E)
)%?R#
/%'EB%
,BDPT
)#>
;E)%)C&#>
2=%,.�
-
?)O=#>
B%-%=);
%=).?1@
%1);=E)-%
 �. Seda, Rashi et le Pseudo-Sefer Yesirah, s. 238-250); The Temple as the Centre
of the Universe, „Journal of Jewish Studies” 37 (1986), s. 132-177; Was God a Magician? Sefer
Yesira and Jewish Magic, „Journal of Jewish Studies” 40 (1989), s. 227-239.

20 Zob. Leo Baeck, Zum Sepher Je�ira, „Monatsschrift für Geschichte und Wissenschaft des
Judentums” LXX, 1926, s. 371-376 oraB )#CR#, Die �ehn Sephirot im Sepher Je�ira, „Monatsschrift
für Geschichte und Wissenschaft des Judentums” LXXVIII, 1934, s. 448-455.

21 W swoim dBiele Gnosticismus und Judenthum, Krotoschin 1846, s. 104, 110.
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 =;/B&C
 +;C#).,BC.,*
 4%?%2&)
  �:�5148�
 %W)%?R#
-
 &/#D
 J :�
 L=%$K
 4%?%2&)
 �"�5149�
?)O=#
C&#$C&#>�
2;/;LC&#
 >%?
-WE.)1%,>&
2;-.R#>�
 =O-C&#R
C&</B&#
/%'#>
-
1)-;=B#
E&D
C&#
2;>%-&%>M150.

142 Za: �. Kaplan, Sefer Yet�irah]� s. XI. �1);=
 /;/%>#
 )1
 )%?R#�
 R#
-#=E>%
 ?E&D<&
 %^%/&>&
�%^;C%
B@;R;C%
L.@%
2&#=-;)C&#
%R
B
;P$&1
=;B/B&%@O-�

143 �%$R#.
144 Sefirot
;?=#P'%C#
EM
)1
>%?;
J�B&#E&DT
E#+&=
C&,;P,&K
4B;L�
 Sefer Jecira c�yli]� s. 83 i da-

lej).
145
�;
;BC%,B%T
$%
)%?R#�
R#
B#E2;';C#
)1
B;E)%@.
/-&#
=ORC#
/;?)=.C.
?;E$;<;C&,BC#(
>#/C%

B-&MB%C%
BWsefirot, druga – B hebrajskim alfabetem.
146 „�=B./B&#E);$%
/-&#$%
,1/;-C.$&
P,&#R?%$&
$M/=;P,&
 �	����	����2	�� �����(�&�'��	4

��	��(�&�D������1����H��	�	��)����	��	����/������� ����/���������B������ ��B�����/���������	����
�	�B�����������H�� ��
I
�$&D
	#<;�
-.=.@
&
E)-;=B.@
E-O>
P-&%)”; Sefer Jecira c�yli]� s. 83.

147
�;'%
*#L=%>E?&,*
'&)#=
-
?;CE)=1?,>&
P-&%)%
-E2;$&C%C%
>#E)
)#R
-
Midras�u Tanhuma�
,;
2;B;E)%>#
-WL'&E?;P,&
B
;-M
&/#M
=#2=#B#C)%).-CM
/'%
Sefer Jecira, %
2=B#/#
-EB.E)?&$
B
=;B/B&%�
@#$
/=1<&$
)#>
;E)%)C&#>�

148 „�-%/B&#P,&%
/-%
2;/E)%-;-#
BC%?&
-.=.)#
<@;E#$�
-.,&;E%C#
),*C&#C&#$�
-.BC%,B;C#
-
2&D,&1
$&#>E,%,*
1E)”; Sefer Jecira c�yli]� s. 101.

149 „�-%/B&#P,&%
/-%
2;/E)%-;-#
BC%?&
-2=%-&;C#
-
?;@;�
�=B#B
 :�
L=%$
;L=%,%C#
>#E)
);
?;@;
)%$
&WBW2;-=;)#$
I
;);
BC%?
E@;-%”; )%$R#, s. 101.

150
�/C;PC&#
do koncepcji fonetycBnej Sefer Jecira
-%=);P,&;-M
2=%,M
>#E)(
��Z. Segal, Jesode
ha-Phonetica ha-‘Iwrit, JerusBalajim 1928 (s. 96-100).
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�;B/B&%@.
 )=B#,&
/;
2&M)#<;
 4,BDPT
 )=B#,&%
 Sefer Jecira5
/.E?1)1>M
;
 )=O>2;�
/B&%'#
*#L=%>E?&,*
 '&)#=�
,;
?;=#';-%C#
 >#E)
B
?%)#<;=&%$&
JP-&%)%K�
J=;?1K
;=%B
J&E);).
$DE?&#>
 &WR#NE?&ej”151
 _)#?E)
*#L=%>E?&
-.=%R%
E&D
 )1
;
 olam – hebr. �
�,
s�ana – hebr. ��� i nefes� – hebr. ���152, tj. de facto(
JP-&%)K�
Jrok” („cBas”) i „dusBa”
(nefes�
L;-&#$
);
I
2=O,B
J&E);).K�
J;E;L.K�
J,B@;-&#?%K
I
 =O-C&#R
J/1EB%K5Y�
�%/);�W,BDPT
)%
2=#B#C)1>#
C&#['#
1EB,B#<O@;-&;C.
E.E)#$
%E)=;';<&,BC.�

�;B/B&%@
 EBOE).
 )=%?)%)1
 4,BDPT
 ,B-%=)%5
 C&#
-.?%B1>#�
 >%?
 E&D
-./%>#�
 >%�
EC.,*
B-&MB?O-
BW-,B#PC&#>EB.$&
,BDP,&%$&
/B&#@%�
2;B;E)%>M,
2=B.
).$
C%>L%=�
/B&#>
 C&#>%EC.$
 &W)%>#$C&,B.$
 =;B/B&%@#$
?E&D<&�
 �;>%-&%
 E&D
 C%
 >#<;
 E)=;C%,*
+&<1=%
�L=%*%$%�
>#/C;,B#PC&#
-2=;-%/B;C.
)1
B;E)%>#
?;C,#2)
Jaxis153
I
;L=O)
I
P=;/#?K�
1>$;-%C.
)#R
>%?;
Jaxis – obrót – serce”154 (który notabene poBa Sefer
ha-Bahir
C&#
 >#E)
C%>2=%-/;2;/;LC&#>
;$%-&%C.
-WR%/C#>
 &CC#>
?%L%'&E).,BC#>�
%C&
C%-#)
*#L=%>E?&#>
'&)#=%)1=B#5155.

9"�'��	/���3��	+	�3/#4)#

Podstawowymi ideami Sefer Jecira
2;B;E)%>M
sefirot oraB litery hebrajskiego
alfabetu. Sefer Jecira jest de facto
 /B&#@#$�
 BW?)O=#<;
2;
 =%B
 2&#=-EB.
-.@%C&%
E&D
2;>D,&#
 sefirot�
 	#E)WB%=%B#$
 )#?E)#$
B%-&#=%>M,.$
C%>-,B#PniejsBe, jakkol-
wiek nieusystematyBowane informacje o tych ostatnich.

Sefirot -.E)D21>M
 -
 ?E&D/B#
 >%?;
 2;/E)%-;-#
 2;)#C,>%'C;P,&�
 C%>L%=/B&#>
2&#=-;)C#
?;C,#2).
L.)1�
B%
2;$;,M
?)O=.,*
4%'#
C&#
-.@M,BC&#
C&,*5
R./;-E?&#
LOE)-;
 4	%*-#5
 E)-%=B%�
-;?O@
 E&#L&#�
 P-&%)�
�B&#@;
 )=%?)1>#
 L;-&#$
I
 C%
 ,;
-E?%B1>#
E%$
).)1@
_1�� &	����������	] – ;W%?,&#
?;E$;<;C&&�
�;E?&#
E&@.
&C*#�
=#C)C#
 sefirotyc�nemu
 E.E)#$;-&
 E@1RM
 )1
-W2=;,#E&#
 ?=#%,>&
 P-&%)%�
 	%?
$O-&�
#$#=.);-%C.
 /B&P�
 &B=%#'E?&
 L%/%,B
 I
 %1);=
 2;C%/
 EB#PT/B&#E&D,&1
 2=%,
 ;=%B
2&#=-EB.
L#B2;P=#/C&
C%E)D2,%
,*;'#$%
42;/
?)O=#<;
-2@.-#$
B=#EB)M
<@DL;�

151 Zob. np. akapit 3.5.: „_]Y
�%2&#,BD);-%@
C&$&
_)>�
)=B#$%
'&)#=%$&
J$%)?%$&K
I
�, �, ��– D.B.Y
)=B.
$%)=.,#
-
 P-&#,&#�
 )=B.
$%)=.,#
-
 =;?1
 &
 )=B.
$%)=.,#
-W&E);,&#
$DE?&#>
 &
 R#NE?&#>K
 4�����
�����	������]�
s. 109)�
�;/;LC&#
/B&#>#
E&D
-W2=B.2%/?1
2;B;E)%@.,h grup literowych – tj. siedmiu
liter „podwójnych” oraB dwunastu liter „prostych”.

152 Tekst hebrajski Bob.: )%$R#, s. 110 (akapit 3.5.).
153 PrBy cBym termin axis 4>%?;
J;PK5 w polsk&$
2=B#?@%/B&#
?E&D<&
4Sefer Jecira c�yli]5
C&#

-.E)D21>#�
�/C;PC&# do
)#>
?%)#<;=&&
$O-&
E&D
)1
;WJC%/B;=,.
-
$;?1K
4%?%2&)
�����
E�
�:95�
?)O�
=#
);
E+;=$1@;-%C&#
?;C;)1>#�
>%?
B%1-%R%>M
)@1$%,B#
&
?;$#C)%);=B.
2;'E?&#<;
-./%C&%
4)%$R#,
s. 161 –
?;$#C)%=B5�
;?;@;L&#<1C;-.
<-&%B/;BL&O=
C&#L%
2O@C;,C#<;�
J�%/B;=,%K
>#E)
%'1B>M
/;
;E&
P-&%)%
4<-&%B/.
2;'%=C#>5�
?)O=%
E.$1')%C&,BC&#
2;B;E)%>#
;E&M
;L=;)1
?=D<1
B;/&%?%'C#<;�

154 „[…] Zasada dw1C%E)1�
E&#/$&1
&
)=B#,*
_-.=%B
?'%E.+&?%,>&
*#L=%>E?&,*
'&)#=
2;/@1<
/;?�
)=.C.
)=%?)%)1
– D.B.Y
&
&,*
C%/B;=,%
-
$;?1�
;L=O)
&
P=;/#?” (akapit 6.1), )%$R#, s. 137; „$;?
-
P-&#,&#
>%?;
?=O'
C%
E-;&$
)=;C&#�
�L=O)
-W=;?1
>%?;
?=O'
-
2%NE)-&#�
E#=,#
-
&E);,&# jako król
w sByku bojowym” (akapit 6.2.), )%$R#, s. 139.

155 �. Kaplan, Sefer Yet�irah]� s. XI-XII.
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156 M.in. autor projektu Toledot Torat Hasod Ha’iwrit [M������	������������0)���������D�4
�������&�Y
42&#=-EB#
)=B.
);$.
-./%C;
C%?@%/#$
-./%-C&,)-%
J�%'$%C
*%B%=
�#C)#=K�
	#=;B;�
'&$%
 QQ65�

157 J. Dan, The Language of the Mystics in Medieval Germany, w: Mysticism, Magic, and
Kabbalah in +shkena�i Judaism [Studia Judaica. Forschungen �ur Wissenschaft des Judentums,
Band XIII], K.E. GröBinger, J. Dan (ed.), Berlin, New York 1995, s. 15. �/C;PC&#
do L%/%N
2=;-%�
/B;C.,*
2=B#B
�%C%
C%/
 Sefer Jecira
B;L�W)%?R#(
)#CR#, The Language of Creation and its Gram-
mar, w: )#CR#, Jewish Mysticism. vol. 1: Late +ntiquity, Northvale, New Jersey 1998, s. 129-187.

158 G. Scholem, Origins]� s. 27.
159
	%?;
,&#?%-;E)?D
2;/%T
$;RC%�
R#
 '&,BL%
)=B./B&#P,&
/-%
>#E)
=O-C&#R
E1$M�
B#
-B<'D/1

C%
 -%=);PT
 <#$%)=.,BCM�
 2&#=-EB#>
 &
 ;E)%)C&#>
 '&)#=.
 �&D,&;?E&D<1
 �;>R#EB;-#<;
 4B%(
 Sepher
Ye�irah]� transl. I. Kalisch, s. 50, prBypis).

160 Sefer Jecira c�yli]� s. 83.

?;
 B%&C)#=#E;-%@
 E&stycBnD
 $&M
 )#;B;+&M
 >1/%&B$15
 C%
 ?%)#/=B#
 �./;-E?&#<;
�&E).,.B$1
�C&-#=E.)#)1
F#L=%>E?&#<;
-
 	#=;B;'&$&#
 I
 	;E#2*
�%C156: Sefer
Jecira […] ������������������	��������������������������	��	������ �������
�0(�&	 […]157.

Sefirot, hebr. 	
���� (l. poj. – sefira, hebr. �����5�
-.@%C&%>M
E&D
BW?E&D<&
Jeci-
ra >%?;
/B&#E&DT
2&#=-;)C.,*
J'&,BLK�
J2=%'&,BLK
42;>D,&#
sefira
1B#-CD)=BC&%
E&D
)1
 >%?;
 #).$;';<&,BC.
 /#=.-%)
 ;/
 *#L=%>E?&#<;
 ,B%E;-C&?%
 J'&,B.TK
 I
 safa��
*#L=�
���5�
2=B.
,B.$
)#=$&C
 sefirot 1R.).
B;E)%>#
-
Sefer Jecira
-B;=#$
-.=%�
R#C&%
 E1LE).)11>M,#<;
 2;>D,&#
 misparim (hebr. ������5
 _J'&,BL.K�
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 =%,B#>
 ;W'&,BL%,*
LD/M,.,*
 _]Y
 ��	���������� �	�	�	�����������	�	� ���
��	��	�� ���	���� [tego ostatniego]�76� )>�
 )=%?)1>#
 ;
 '&,BL%,*
 E)%C;-&M,.,*
 E)%/&%
E)-;=B#C&%�
�;
 )#R
 B
 ?E&D<& Jecira
 R./;-E?%
$.P'
$&E).,BC%
 B%,B#=2C&#
 )#;=&D
/#?%/.
 sefirot
 &WE%$;W2;>D,&#
 sefirot�
 ?)O=#
 );
 E)=1?)1=.
 LD/M
 C%E)D2C&#
 L%=/B;
<@DL;?;�
 2=B.
 ,B.$
 )#R
 &W=ORC;=;/C&#�
 ;2&E.-%C#
 &W&C)#=2=#);-%C#�
 Notabene,
roBwój kategorii sefirot
 2=B#L&#<%T
LD/B&#
-
#B;)#=.,BC#>
 )#;B;+&&
 >1/%&B$1
;/
E.<C;-%C&%
2=B#B
C&#
J42=%5'&,BLK
I
 >%?
 );
B&'1E)=;-%C#
B;E)%@;
-WSefer Jecira.

Sefirot
-
?E&D/B#
 Jecira
 ?;CE).)11>M
 2&#=-EBM
 /#?%/D
 BW)=B./B&#E)1
 /-O,*
JP,&#R#?K
 4netiwot, hebr. 	
��	��159
 I
 )>�
 JP,&#R#?
 4L;E?&#>5
$M/=;P,&K
 I
 JE@1RM�
,.,*K
 E)-O=,.
-W2=;,#E&#
 ?=#%,.>C.$�
)M/
 E)%C;-&M
 #'#$#C).
 &W)-;=B.-;
L1�
/1>M,#
-EB#,*P-&%)( $����������	�����	��������������9�	���������� 	%*�
	%*-#
�%E)D2O-�
�O<
�B=%#'% […] ����/��0�������/ ��������	� […] (akapit 1.1.)160.
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/-&#
B
)=B./B&#E)1
/-O,*
JP,&#R#?K�
)>�
)#
2;B%
/#?%�
/M
 sefirot�
 2=B.2%/%>M
 C%
 2;EB,B#<O'C#
 '&)#=.
 *#L=%>E?&#<;
 %'+%L#)1
 4).,*
;E)%)�
C&,*
>#E)�
C&#
'&,BM,
-%=&%C)O-
?;N,;-.,*
-@%P,&-.,*
C&#?)O=.$
'&)#=;$�
/-%�
/B&#P,&%
/-a), które jako – Bgodnie B tekstem Sefer Jecira (akapit 2.1. i dalej) –
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88��QQ�
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�.=%R#C&#
);
;L#>$;-%T
$%
/-%
BC%,B#C&%
<=#,?&#<;
2;>D,&%
 stoicheia – )>�
C&#PT
E#CE
J'&�

)#=K
;=%B
J#'#$#C)O-K�
JR.-&;@O-K
4E1<eruje to G. Scholem w swoich Origins]� s. 28, prBypis).
163 „�-%/B&#P,&%
/-%
2;/E)%-;-#
BC%?&” (2.1.); Sefer Jecira c�yli]� np. s. 99.
164
�/#%
/-1/B&#E)1
/-O,*
'&)#=
%'+%L#)1
*#L=%>E?&#<;
>%?;
E-;&E).,*
#'#$#C)O-
/1,*;-.,*�

?)O=#
E)%@.
E&D
J2;/E)%-MK
E)-;=B#C&%
);
)#R
E1<#E)&%
)%'$1/.,BC%�
,;
&$2'&?;-%@;
2;/#>$;-%C&#
2=B#B
#B;)#=.?O-
R./;-E?&,*
2=OL
;/<%/C&D,&%
J)%>#$C&,
'&)#=K
I
 sitre otij(j)ot. �&E).?%
'&)#=�
&C�
E2&=;-%C%
L.T
$;R#
2&)%<;=#>E?M
?;C,#2,>M
 '&,BL�
-@%P,&-%
$%
L.T
 )#R
42;B%
 Sefer Jecira i Tal-
mudem): literaturBe He[j]chalot, utworom Pirkei de-Rabbi Elie�er i S�iur Koma, a w kabale – Se-
fer ha-Bahir [1�� &	� �	������], Sefer ha-Temuna [1�� &	� :��	��], Sefer ha-Jasar [1�� &	
���	��������&�], Sefer Ra�iel ha-Malak [1�� &	�+���/	�!	����	], Sefer ha-Zohar [1�� &	�(�	���]
(Ba: J. Ochman, Peryferie]�
E� 421-422, prBypis).

165 Doktryna Sefer Jecira
 ,*%=%?)#=.B;-%C%
 E)M/
L.-%
 >%?;
J)#;B;+&,BC%
%=.)$#).?%K
 4)%?&#
;?=#P'#C&#
2;>%-&%
E&D
1
��
�&,?%�
The Cabala]� s. 22).

166 Ron H. Feldman, Fundamentals of Jewish Mysticism and Kabbalah, Freedom, California
1999, s. 40. �%?WE%$;
�%2'%C
E?;CE)%)1>#�
R#
2;/,B%E
</.
'&)#=.
EM
#'#$#C)%=C&#
$;/1E%$&
-.2;�
-&%/%C&%
E&D�
%=).?1'%,>&�
);Wsefirot I
>%?;
;/=ORC&%'C#
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'&)#=
I
2;B;E)%>M C&#-.=%R%'C#�
C&#%=).?1�
@;-%C#
B#
E-;>#>
C%)1=.
4)#CR#, Sefer Yet�irah]� s. 26).

167 Podobnie powie Scholem w swojej Kabbalah�
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�O-C&#R
�/#'
;=B#?C&#�
R#
;
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2;$&D/B.
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;
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$%
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 2;/E)%-�
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;
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 >#/C;P,&
 &
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$&D/B.
sefirot –
 J'&,BL%$&K
%WE)-O=,M
 4	%*-#5
 ,B.
 )#R
L;RM
$%C&+#E)%,>M
 4B;L�
 M. Idel, Historical Intro-

otij(j)ot jesod161, hebr. �
�� 	
�	
�162, tj. „podstawowe Bnaki”163, „litery podstawy”
(fakultatywnie – „litery fundamentalne”5�
 +1C/%$#C)%'C#
 #'#$#C).
 E)-;=B#C&%
)%?R#
;/2;-&#/B&%'C#
EM
B%
2;-E)%C&#
P-&%)%
4%?%2&)
 � �5164.
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/-&#
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/B&#E&DT
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�&D?EB;PT
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 Sefer
Jecira
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 E&D
 de facto
 J)=B./B&#E)1
 /-O,*
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 -
 &,*
 2=B#>%-&%C&1
 E&D
-
'&)#=%,*
&
'&,BL%,*
4,.+=%,*5165.
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 jeciratyc�ne sefirot
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L;-&#$
1)=B.$1�
>M
-
2#-&#C
E2;EOL
E)%)1E
J+&B.,BC;P,&K
;=%B
I
,;
C&#
2;/'#<%
?-#E)&&
I
$;<M
L.T
-#=L%'&B;-%C#5�

�;
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The article presents the history of the Sepher Yet�irah (Book Yet�irah, Yet�irah Book) –
the earliest written work of Jewish mysticism or esoterism. Sepher Yet�irah arose in the first
centuries �.D., so the prevalent opinion that it exemplifies the kabbalistic writing is false
(viB. Kabbalah is the branch of Jewish mysticism/esoterism which came into being around XII
century).

The article deals with the hypotheses about the time the treatise was written, the problem
of the authorship of the book, it analyses the title and presents the main ideas of this influential
work – Sefer Yet�irah played namely an enormous role in the whole Jewish mystical, esoteric
system of thought. �part from Sefer ha-Zohar and Sefer ha-Bahir, the Book Yet�irah was the
fundamental book which was explored and widely commented by a great number of kabbalists. For
this reason the article briefly characteriBes also the Jewish commentators of the book, as well as
takes up the question of the variety of versions and editions of Sepher Yet�irah, and, besides,
contains the information about the translations of the book (written in various languages).

Furthermore, the present text describes the structure of the work and gives the characteristic
of each yet�iratic chapter, placing emphasis on the role playing in the Yet�irah Book by the concept
of ten sephiroth and twenty two letters of Hebrew alphabet. The article is also noted into
bibliographical guidelines on the presented topic.
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