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The article argues that anyone who sins with any of the attitudes denoted by the verb 	.&���
will not evade adequate punishment. When an individual commits this sin the punishment is loss
of the ability to rule, illness or even death. If nations succumb to pride their fate is destruction as
punishment for impenitence and disobedience to God. Punishment is inflicted on heathen rulers
and nations as well as on the kings and the chosen people. Then God is the ultimate punishing
instance and the foundation of justice. In turn the attitude of those who bravely oppose the pride
of the rulers and whole communities encourages others to persevere in the conduct that pleases
God.
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