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There is no simple, encyclopedic answer to the question how the modern notion of
literature is understood. Literature eludes even the most sophisticated attempts at 
defining its constant characteristics and ways of conceptualizing its stable character.

Our aim is to identify 21st-century transformations in literary studies, especially those 
concerning the image of the studied subject. Those transformations can be roughly sum-
marized as a transition from static and definition-like description strategies towards 
more dynamic models conceptualizing the subject of the analysis in action; a transition 
from conceptualizations treating literature as an artifact, the art of the word largely 
connected to the print era, to concepts allowing and project literature to be disco-
vered as a kind of dramaturgy showing different formulas and manifestations not only 
in relation to new media, but also to new categories highlighting potentiality, uncerta-
inty, indefiniteness, possibility, entanglement.

In the present volume, we offer various perspectives on literature, without limiting 
ourselves to one – instead, we are trying to constantly change our position by reading 
and following authors.

Literature manifests itself as an entangled world. “Imagination is rescaled”: the concepts 
of literature as a possibility of becoming a film, theater, or a video game, the language 
machine and poetry, historical texts revealing possibilities for literary interpretations, 
digital archive, textual game, the interactive formula of an ”emanative poem” is presented 
in the light of the Aristotelean concept of entelechy, the notion of ”aura”, mystery, and 
secrets in literature. Literature is a performative art, especially if we assume that per-
formativity is entanglement. Literature is madness, constantly transgressing so-called 
norms and rules, beyond the world which has been defined only once. We should then 
ask about the possibility of theories – possible, potential – as well as theories of 
possibility.

The texts comprising the present volume merely outline the research project; they 
are an opening to a problem, but at the same time, they provoke further study of simi-
lar topics.
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