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Abstract: The Polish National Cittaslow Network associates small cities which, in line
with the slow city concept, strive towards sustainable development and ensurance of
proper relations between economic development, care of the natural environment and
improved quality of life of the city residents. The development of Polish slow cities
should rely on the local, endogenous potential. Thus, an opportunity for every slow city
to develop is through the support to local producers and development of local produc-
tion, and in particular the support of the dominant branches that could allow the city to
achieve some specialisation.

The aim of this study has been to analyse the concentration of business activity in the
member cities of the Polish National Cittaslow Network, and to identify potential areas
for specialisation of each city. The study covered 36 cities which belong to the Polish
National Cittaslow Network. To evaluate the degree of concentration of the PKD sections
(Polish Classification of Business Activities) in this cities, Florence’s location quotient
was applied. The value of this index in year 2022 and the dynamics of its change in years
2018-2022 were calculated. The classification of the PKD sections in every city was also
performed, thereby distinguishing four clusters.

Based on the study, it has been demonstrated which PKD sections corresponded to the
highest degree of the concentration of business activities. The sections which can be
referred to as the “engines of the local economy” have been identified. Other clusters of
the PKD sections have been also distinguished, which have been named as: developing
sections, sections losing importance, sections of the marginal importance for the local
economy. The study results have a practical dimension as they point to potential direc-
tions in the specialisation of the Polish slow cities.
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cation quotient

JEL Classification: O11, 018, R11

Artykut jest udostepniany na licencji Creative Commons — Uznanie autorstwa ‘ G:c) BY )

4.0 Miedzynarodowa (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:wioletta.wierzbicka@uwm.edu.pl
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6499-8242
https://doi.org/10.14746/rrpr.2025.73.07

104 Wioletta Wierzbicka

Introduction

The increasing number of business enterprises and their economic potential are
an important source of economic growth on all levels: national, regional and local
ones. The development of entrepreneurship can help to solve some local prob-
lems, for example decrease the unemployment rate, increase the society’s wealth
and use endogenous resources in a given area more efficiently. It can also con-
tribute to attaining some specialisation in those areas where the concentration of
economic activities will be the highest.

Taking advantage of the endogenous development potential and benefits ob-
tained from the concentration of economic activities and their specialisation is
particularly important in the development of small urban centres (Harfst et al.
2020, Mayer, Motoyama 2020, Karagiannis 2023). Small towns are a significant
element in the country’s settlement network and act as local poles of develop-
ment (Mainet 2015, Szarek-Iwaniuk 2019, Wagner 2024). Functioning as local
centres, small towns organize the space and affect the quality of life of both their
residents and inhabitants of the surrounding rural areas (Gashu 2014, Heffner
2016, Manescu et al. 2019). Many of such small towns are currently struggling
with numerous economic, social and spatial problems, which forces them to
search for an optimal development model (Colombo 2021, Tregua et al. 2021,
Farelnik 2023). In response to this challenge, the Polish National Cittaslow Net-
work was established, to associate small cities which wish to develop in line
with the slow city model. This model highlights such aims as the improvement
of the quality of life in a town and its sustainable development on the basis of
local, endogenous resources. However, each of the cities in the Polish Cittaslow
network has a different, unique potential (Konecka-Szydlowska 2017, Senetra,
Szarek-Iwaniuk 2020, Wierzbicka 2020). In consequence, every town has a dif-
ferent development opportunities. Thus, it appears important to recognise the
degree of concentration of business activities in different PKD sectors in these
cities. Moreover, it is extremely important to identify the sections which are the
pillar of their development, and in which they could specialise.

In light of the above, the aim of the research has been to analyse the con-
centration of business activities in the member cities of the Polish National Cit-
taslow Network, and to identify potential areas for specialisation of each city. An
attempt was made to answer the research question: Is it possible to identify in
the Polish Cittaslow Network member cities the PKD sections which are “the
engines of their local economy”?

The Florence’s location quotient was used to evaluate the degree of business
activity concentration in the analysed towns. Based on the value of this indicator
for particular PKD sections and dynamics of its change, it was demonstrated
which sections were characterised by the above-average concentration in each
city. PKD sections were also grouped into 4 classes with different characteristics.
The study included all member cities of the Polish National Cittaslow Network.
The analysis was based on data from 2018 and 2022.
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Literature review

Concentration of business activities is most often understood as a process of
concentrating business entities in sectors or according to the geographical lo-
cation (Li et al. 2021, Panzera et al. 2022). It is of a relative nature because
when determining the degree of concentration, the sector structure of a town
or region is compared to the sector structure of a reference area (Allonso-Villar,
Del Rio 2011, Kopczewska et al. 2016, Adamczyk 2018). Concentration of busi-
ness activities enables the businesses localised in a given area to obtain many
positive effects. It allows them to increase production and efficiency of produc-
tion factors, reduces costs and increases profitability (Cecaj, Mamei 2019, Arau-
zo-Carod 2021, Sikorski, Brezden 2021, Tabassum et al. 2022). Concentration
of economic activities also generates agglomeration benefits arising from labour
market pooling, input sharing and knowledge spillovers (de Falco 2021, Davis,
Maré 2021). The benefits from the spatial concentration of entities arise from
the following mechanisms (Duranton, Puga 2004, Giuliano et al. 2019, Bolter,
Robey 2020):

* sharing mechanism - sharing inputs, sharing indivisible facilities and sharing

risks,
* matching mechanism — better quantitative and qualitative matching between
companies and employees,

e learning mechanism — generation, diffusion and accumulation of knowledge.

Concentration of economic activities, and hence the spatial proximity of busi-
ness entities operating in the same sections of economy, can be an important
source of competitiveness for both the entities themselves and the region or
town in which they are located (Majewska, Truskolaski 2017, Harris et al. 2019,
Sikorski, Brezden 2021, Arauzo-Carod 2021). A particular level of sector concen-
tration can also lead to specialisation (Su, Zhao 2011, Kopczewska et al. 2016,
Hongjian 2018). Determination of the degree of concentration of economic activ-
ities and economic advantages in a given territorial unit, e.g. a city, may therefore
be of key importance in the implementation of this unit’s development goals
(Aghamohammadi et al. 2021).

Interestingly, despite the many years of studies on specialisation and diver-
sification in the development of cities, we still lack an unambiguous answer to
the question which is more important in their development: specialisation and
resulting Marshall-Arrow-Romer type external benefits, or diversification and ex-
ternal benefits as identified by Jacobs (see Duranton, Puga 2000, Stachowiak,
Stryjakiewicz 2016, Content et al. 2019). On the one hand, it is indicated that
towns with a diversified economic structure have better development prospects
because the are more flexible and resistant to economic flucutations and crises. A
diversified and modern economic structure creates better opportunities for stim-
ulating the growth of entrepreneurship, innovation and creativity both among
the city dwellers and the businesses operating in a given town (see van Oort et
al. 2015, Bronisz 2018, Balland et al. 2019, Bogdanski 2019, Miszczak 2021). It is
underlined that having an economic base composed of many sectors with sound
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development prospects proves that the town is competitive (Klasik 2001). More-
over, according to Jacob’s theory, diversification of economic activity can enable
a given unit to achieve a competitive advantage, in addition to which diversified
urban agglomerations support innovations (Audretsch et al. 2011, Dzemydaité
2021).

On the other hand, the dominance of a certain economic function of a town,
that is its local specialisation, may also lead to the town’s securing a competitive
advantage (see de Groot et al. 2009, Bronisz 2018, Tabassum et al. 2022). Spe-
cialisation enables an optimal use of the development potential of a given area
through the best possible adjustment of this potential to the economic, social
or natural resources owned by this locality (Duranton, Puga 2004, Dzemydaité
2021, Sikorski, Brezden 2021). It determines the economic ‘identity’ of a given
area and becomes its distinguishing feature. It also defines its role in the environ-
ment by exposing the dominant function, e.g. industries, services, tourism, etc.
(Gryszel 2016, Ma et al. 2023). Special importance is attributed to the so-called
smart specialisations, whose aim is to enhance innovativeness and competitive-
ness of cities and regions, drawing from their endogenous potential and the eco-
nomic branches that already operate in a given site (see Foray 2014, Asheim
2018, Balland et al. 2019). They may include specialisations in one sector as well
as inter-sector enterprises, which enable a town or region to secure a competitive
advantage. Such activities make it possible to create a scale effect and to develop
original and outstanding areas of specialisation (Gryszel 2016, Bosch, Vonortas
2019). Importantly, specialisation of a city often follows from the dominant role
of some kind of economic activity, which is a source of income for most of the
city’s residents. It may have arisen from some uniqueness of a certain type of eco-
nomic activity, whose level of concentration in a given city is low. Specialisation
depends on the scale of benefits obtained by a town owing to the uniqueness of
some economic activities pursued rather than from the degree of concentration
of businesses (Kopczewska et al. 2016).

The scale of the city’s potential determines the choice of its economic devel-
opment profile, which can rely on specialisation (supporting the development
of a few, interconnected economic activities which are best at using the limits
resources of a town) or diversification (supporting the development of many
economic activities, which will facilitate the use of the town’s diverse resourc-
es) (Duranton, Puga 2000, Wrana 2013, Bakari¢ et al. 2019). In the light of the
above, it was deemed to be an important challenge to recognize the degree of
concentration of economic activities in the cities which are members of the Pol-
ish National Cittaslow Network. These cities, in line with the slow city concept,
should develop their economic activity on the basis of their own endogenous
potential while striving to establish distinguishing features of their identity (see
Radstrom 2011, Hatipoglu 2015, Perano et al. 2019). They should develop in a
direction corresponding to the possesed resources and should shape their indi-
vidual local specialisation.

The Polish National Cittaslow Network was set up on 13 April 2007. The
founding cities were four localities situated in the warminsko-mazurskie prov-
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ince: Biskupiec, Bisztynek, Lidzbark i R
Warminski and Reszel. As of Sep- e siie OBs 2 6
tember 2023, the Polish network as-
sociated 36 towns, of which 27 were
in warminsko-mazurskie province
(Fig. 1).

The area highlighted in lighter
color is the territory of the warmin-
sko-mazurskie province. Relowiec ®

The Polish network operates as prudka Vg
part of the Cittaslow International ..m,um
Network, which brings together 291
cities from 33 countries. There are 20
national networks operating within
the international network. The larg-  Fig. 1. Location of member cities of the Pol-
est national network is the Italian ish National Cittaslow Network
network (associating 88 cities), the Soulfe: own calculations based on (Cittaslow

K . ist 2023).
second largest is the Polish network
(36 cities), the third is German (24
cities), the fourth is Turkish (22 cities) (as of September 2023).

According to the classification functioning in Poland, as many as 33 cities
of the Polish Cittaslow network are small cities with a population of up to 20
thousand people. Only 3 cities of the Polish network are medium-sized cities.
The largest city of the Polish network is Szczytno — an urban municipality with a
population of 22,081 people. The smallest city is Sepopol — a city in an urban-ru-
ral municipality with 1,887 inhabitants. The average size of a city belonging to
the Polish Cittaslow network is 9.7 thousand people. As many as 24 cities of the
Polish Cittaslow network are cities in an urban-rural municipality, 11 cities are
urban municipality, and one centre (Wydminy) is a rural municipality. The aver-
age population density of cities is 1,061 people/km?. The city with the highest
population density, amounting to 2,214 people/km? is Szczytno. The centre with
the lowest population density, amounting to only 25 people/km? is Wydminy — a
rural municipality located in the warminsko-mazurskie province. It is the largest
municipality in terms of area of all the centres studied, in which about 20% of
the area is forest land.

The goal of the Polish National Cittaslow Network is to promote and dissem-
inate the idea of ‘good life’ through the implementation of appropriate solutions
in the environmental policy, infrastructural policy, urban space, hospitality, social
cohesion and partnership in slow cities (Regulations of the Polish... 2007). The
development of Cittaslow member cities should proceed in line with the slow city
notion, which is an alternative concept of urban development, promoting the cul-
ture of a good and slow life (Mayer, Knox 2006, Perano et al. 2019); it is a concept
that highlights local differences in times of homogeneity (Baldemir et al. 2013).
The development of slow cities should take place in such a way as to avoid any
collision between the slow rate of life and constant, well-designed development
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(Wierzbicka 2021). The cities which belong to the Cittaslow network should be
creative and open to innovations. In their development processes, they should
use smart solutions, innovative ways of organizing the city and contemporary
forms of management (Tocci 2018). They should also support the development of
local production and create suitable conditions for conducting business activity.

The Cittaslow network can be joined by a town with the population of no
more than 50,000. Successful applicants are first admitted to the international
network, and then, when the required minimum number of slow cities has been
reached in a given country, a national network is established (Farelnik 2022a, Cit-
taslow International Charter 2023). Cities which wish to join the Cittaslow net-
work must satisfy numerous formal requirements and pass successfully through
the process of certification, which means they must fulfil over 50% of the criteria
gathered in 7 macroareas (Ball 2022, Wierzbicka 2022). Significantly, after join-
ing the Cittaslow network, cities are expected to undertake such activities that
will enable them to maintain or improve the extent to which they satisfy the
certification criteria. This is verified during the so-called recertification process,
which is performed every 5 years since a city joined the network.

The Cittaslow network membership and adoption of the slow city model are
perceived by slow cities as an opportunity for their development and better qual-
ity of life for their inhabitants. It creates an opportunity for a more rapid, durable
and sustainable development, improved competitiveness and resilience to crises
(Farelnik et al. 2020, Sept 2021, Ozcan Alp 2024). Cities count on benefits in the
following areas (see Presenza et al. 2015, Erdogan 2016, Zawadzka 2017, Cigek
et al. 2019, Wierzbicka 2021, Farelnik et al. 2021):

* economic — development of local entrepreneurship, activation of the labour
market,

* social — improved quality of life in the city, preventing the outflow of popula-
tion to other cities,

* image-related — improved image of the city, more effective promotion,

* spatial — a better aesthetic value of public space, revitalisation,

* environmental — better condition of the natural environment, higher ecologi-
cal awareness of the town’s residents,

e organisational — benefits from cooperation between towns within the net-
work, higher quality of public services, etc.

The member cities of the Polish National Cittaslow Network are highly di-
verse. Their unique potential is created by their local resources, such as attractive
geographical location, natural landscapes, historical and cultural heritage, local
traditions and customs, local products, handicrafts and crafts, high quality servic-
es, active local community, location, good quality of communication and techni-
cal infrastructure, or spatial attractiveness (Zadecka 2018, Jaszczak, Kristianova
2019, Ozcan Alp 2024). The slow city development model should therefore be
adjusted in each case to the development capabilities of each town, and promote
the best possible use of a city’s endogenous potential while helping to preserve
the diversity and uniqueness of all these localities (Farelnik et al. 2020). Such
adjustment of a development model to every city is possible because the slow
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city approach is adaptable as a certain concept, a way of thinking about resources
and development, about building quality in all areas in which a city operates, and
about the quality of life of the city’s inhabitants (Farelnik 2022b).

Research methodology

The analysis of the concentration of business activities according to the Polish
Classification of Business Activities (PKD) was conducted for all 36 cities that
belong to the Polish National Cittaslow Network, i.e. on a representative sample.

The Florence’s location quotient (LQ) was employed to determine the degree
of business activity concentration in the cities submitted to the analysis. LQ is
an indicator used very often to evaluate the degree of concentration of different
sections of sectors of economy in countries and regions (see Majewska 2014,
Piorkowska 2016, Zuzanska-Zysko, Dyszy 2021), and to analyse the functional
structure of cities and the extent of their local specialisation (see Chadzynska
2013, Clerici 2020, Carneiro, Silva 2020, Davis, Maré 2021). This location quo-
tient is also broadly used for identification of territorial specialisations because
it displays concentration regardless of the size of a territorial unit investigated.
Moreover, it is distinguished by its simplicity, transparency and low data require-
ments (Carneiro, Silva 2020).

The location quotient (LQ), or else the indicator of territorial specialisation,
is the ratio of the value of the indicator of a given economic activity in a given
spatial unit (e.g. a city or a region) to the value of this indicator in the higher-or-
der unit (e.g. the region or the country) (Czyz 2016, Gomez, Stair 2017). Sig-
nificantly, territorial specialisation is most often determined on the basis of the
branch structure of registered economic entities or the structure of employment
in economy (Gwosdz et al. 2019). In this study, the analysis of the degree of con-
centration of economic activities in the Cittaslow cities involved the structure of
registered entities in the individual PKD sections relative to the reference area,
that is the province. The value of the location quotient was derived from the fol-
lowing formula (Bal-Domanska et al. 2020):

X
XiO

IQ=—+1=1,2,..,36,j=1,2,..,n
() |
XOO
where:

o Xij — value for j-th PKD section in i-th city,

* Xo- value for all PKD sections in i-th city,
* X,i— value for j-th PKD section in the reference area, i.e. the province,
* X, — value for all PKD sections in the province.

The LQ calculated as shown above reflects the relative degree of concentra-

tion of the number of business entities in a given section in the analysed town,
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related to the degree of concentration of this section in the province. The value of
the LQ indicator = 1 means that the share of a given PKD section in the city in
question is the same as in the province. An LQ value below one means ‘a deficit’
of business entities in a given section in the analysed town. A value of LQ above
one indicates the above-average concentration of business entities in the given
section compared to the average for the province and can therefore be interpreted
as specialisation in a given branch. It is assumed that the higher the LQ value, the

greater the concentration and strength of local specialisation (Majewska 2014,

Bal-Domanska et al. 2020, Davis, Maré 2021). A high value of LQ indicates the

dominance of one function and lesser diversification of the structure of local

economy. It may also prove that many other functions have less of a chance to
develop (see Chadzynska 2013, Bronisz 2018). Typically, the LQ>1.2 is assumed
to be the evidence in favour of specialisation (see Capello 2015, Klimczak et al.

2018). However, some authors assume that the threshold value of LQ suggesting

the presence of specialisation should be higher, e.g. 1.25, 1.30 or even 1.5 (see

Piérkowska 2016, Kudetko et al. 2022). In this study, it has been assumed that

LQ higher than 1.3 corresponds to specialisation.

Values of the location quotient computed for each of the Cittaslow network
member cities were also analysed over time, i.e. determining the dynamics of LQ
changes in years 2018-2022. Based on the LQ value in 2022 and the dynamics
of its change, PKD sections in the analysed cities were divided into four groups
(clusters) (compare Pidérkowska 2016, Bronisz 2018):

1. Group I - sections which are “engines of the local economy” - the group
consists of the sections which were characterised by a high location quo-
tient in year 2022 (LQ>1.3) and positive dynamics of change in 2018-2020
(ALQ>100);

2. Group II - developing sections — they are the sections characterised by a low
location quotient in 2022 (LQ<1.3) but positive dynamics of change in the
analysed time period (ALQ>100), indicating that these sections can become
“engines of the local economy”;

3. Group IIT - sections losing importance — they are the sections which were
characterised by a high location quotient in year 2022 (LQ>1.3), but showed
unfavourable dynamics of change in the whole time period (ALQ<100);

4. Group IV - sections of marginal importance for the local economy - they
are the sections which were characterized by a low location quotient in 2022
(LQ<1.3) and unfavourable dynamics of change in this time period (ALQ<100).
The study employed data acquired from the GUS Local Data Bank from years

2018 to 2022.

Results
The cities which belong to the Polish Cittaslow Network proved to be significant-

ly differentiated in terms of the degree of concentration of business entities in the
PKD sections. This is evidenced, inter alia, by the minimum and maximum val-
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ues of the Florence’s location quotient calculated for the particular PKD sections
as well as the variance coefficient value (Table 1). This indicator reached the high-
est value of nearly 157% for section B (Mining and quarrying), which means that
the towns differed largely in this area. In 2022, only 5 out of 36 Polish slow cities
(Nidzica, Nowy Dwoér Gdanski, Olsztynek, Sianéw, Sierpc, Wydminy) were char-
acterised by the above-average concentration of business entities in this section
relative to the average for the whole province. The least differentiation among
the cities as regards the degree of concentration of economic activities appeared
in section S and T (Other service activities and Households hiring employees).
Only 4 cities (Dobre Miasto, Kisielice, Sierpc, Wydminy) were characterised by
the above-average albeit not very high concentration of business activities in this
section. The other cities presented the level of concentration similar to the one
determined for the provinces in which they are situated. This may suggest the
lack of tendency towards polarisation among the business activities classified in
this section.

The section in which as many as 17 out of 36 analysed Cittaslow cities pre-
sented the above-average concentration of economic entities was section L (Ac-
tivity connected with real estate market). The highest degree of concentration in
this section was determined for Gérowo Itawackie, Bisztynek and Orneta. The
location quotient in these towns reached 3.29, 2.99 and 2.70, respectively, which
attests to their high potential in this area. Another section in which nearly 1/3 of
the towns (11 towns) recorded an above-average degree of concentration of eco-
nomic entities is section E (Water supply, sewage and waste management, and
activity related to reclamation). Rejowiec Fabryczny stood out with its very high
location quotient in this section, reaching 7.97, which may suggest the city’s spe-
cialisation in this scope. A high LQ value was also determined for Bisztynek and
Pasym (4.06 in both towns). Two other sections in which the group of Polish slow
cities recorded an above-average concentration of economic activities are sections
O (Public administration and national protection) and R (Activity related to cul-
ture, entertainment, and recreation). Ten towns can be said to demonstrate spe-
cialisation in section O, of which the following show the highest concentration
in this regard: Sepopol (LQ = 2.19), Nowy Dwoér Gdanski (LQ = 2.13), Kisielice
(LQ = 1.91) and Sierpc (LQ = 1.88). Specialisation in section R was displayed
by 9 Cittaslow network towns: Barczewo, Jeziorany, Kisielice, Lubawa, Pasym,
Rejowiec Fabryczny, Reszel, Ryn and Sianéw. The sections which did not score
above the average in terms of the concentration of business entities in any of the
Cittaslow cities were sections J (Information and communication) and M (Pro-
fessional, scientific and technical activities), which is a distinguishing feature of
the economic structure of small towns.

While analysing the degree of concentration of economic activities in particu-
lar cities and the number of sections which can be claimed to represent local
specialisation, the following regularities were observed. Most of the Polish slow
cities are characterised by a medium and low degree of concentration of economic
activities, which proves a rather varied structure of their local economies. Fifteen
Cittaslow network member cities in Poland were identified to have 3 to 4 local



Wioletta Wierzbicka

112

0 00T 660 ¥.0 ¥0'T €L0 160 860 €'l ITI 860 960 S60 SI'l TI'l TOT T90 %80 000 S¥O o210
D{SYEpD
¥ 6I'l €I'T Il 060 €I'C IL0 190 .0 90T 9¥'0 €80 €60 ITI €TL 78T 190 TET HLT €€0  IomQAmoN
ap[smeqn
€ 660 €0T 09T L60 OF'L LOL ¥80 0L0 10T 0F0 €50 STI 80T ¥60 60T LTO 9L 000 690 OISEIN SMON
I LOT €90 $8°0 ¥TT 90°T 6.0 180 860 LI'T 6.0 T90 II'T 6I'T 10T STO SO 6I'T 65T LSO ©d1ZPIN
BUI[S0D
I 66'0 98°0 €60 €60 TEO TI'L 00T OF0 0TI 180 960 980 860 LTI 6L0 <TCO 9€T €90 ¥TO  euemompy
I LOT 190 $6'0 TO'T LE£O 180 160 ¥8'1 S60 990 €50 TS0 ¥I'l T60 TLO €K0 80T LLO 80 Seiop
¥ S80 €T 890 080 6£0 ¥L0 ¥60 80T 840 880 LFO LOT OET S60 TET 0€0 8ET 90T €60 emeqn]
D{SUIULIEA
I 90°'T 98°0 88°0 TO'T 60T TOL 840 SLT LOT ¥80 180 0TI %0'L S80 €60 S80 680 090 #T0 reqzpry
T 8L0 II'T 840 980 790 TLO 690 860 €60 ¥60 S80 060 LET LEL €50 000 9.0 000 ¥9°0 reqzpry
9  8VT ¥¥T 680 861 I6T LF0 TLO 8%0 000 9€0 SI'0 ITT €ST 640 000 L6T 080 000 T80 DI[AISTY
€ 660 S60 IL0 6I'T TOT ¥L0 ¥O'T €80 S9°0 080 ¥S0 60T ¥80 OF'1 +#€0 T90 LET LOT 11T Arorey
S ITT S9T 00 €TT T9T 080 950 00T 8T 190 6¥°0 IS0 ¥F1 9TT 8ET 000 €80 000 THO Auerorzaf
EISRENNS
T LI'T 61T 0S0 €01 SST 80 0S0 6T€ 050 ¥H0 SE€0 T60 690 S80 6L0 <TLO 960 000 950 0MoI0n
T SO 60T 160 II'T TL0 980 S80 6T1 980 90 980 £80 I0T OL'l LET L8T €'l 000 #¥0 depjon
T 660 0L0 TI'L OI'L 080 890 €80 65T 8I'l ¥90 ¥S0 S50 L60 9.0 0L0 ¥EL ¥L0 160 €L0 4zoqniD
[ 780 ¥TL SPL II'T €60 TI'L 20T [0 OL'L 9I'T SS0 €01 II'L L60 890 T90 €80 601 <TTO  OmopperzQ
T 8€T 960 OI'T L80 THO €80 690 19T 180 660 LLO ¥L0 960 860 <TLO0 €£0 90T 000 OF'0 OISEIN 210
I SOT 080 90T II'T %01 180 €£0 9€T ¥I'T LSO S60 9L0 L80 880 S60 TS0 890 190 %S0 omoruerg
€ 560 I80 OF0 SS0 65T T60 0£0 66T ¥E0 090 ¥TO0 TLO ¥O'T S60 90F% 000 €0T 000 Ol ypukizsig
€ 00T L60 ¥¥'T 10T 9%0 ¥L0 S80 8ST €£1 650 €50 180 00T 960 8I'T ¥S0 S60 000 SH0 sordnysig
€ Ol 9€T 190 €90 680 10T 660 IST 6I'T 060 I¥0 Il ¥O'T S60 9€T ¥TT <TTL 000 600 omazoIRq
T 8I'T 00 8€T €01 I0L L0 6.0 80T 081 6F0 €20 TTIL ¥TL 180 160 8T0 160 6F0 SE0 hzsireg
€1<01
MM g1y 4 O N W 1T X [ I H 5 4 4 a O 4 Vv
SUOI1D3S sanI)
Jjo
_dqunN (O71) suondas (I [eNpIAIpUI J0] Juanionb uonedo[ s,20uaI10[]

SIOMION MO[SeIII)) [eUOIIEN UsT[od 2y 01 Surduo[aq S9mId Ul SUOIRS (X Y3 JO UONEBIIUADUOD JO 22139(] *T 2[qEL



Concentration of business activity in the member cities of the Polish National Cittaslow... 113

*(£207) ueg BB [E207T WOIJ 91BP UO PISeq SUOIIB[NI[ED UMO :3DIN0S
*SPI2U UMO 131} J0J sa01AIds Surpraoid pue spood unpoid spjoyasnoy ‘saakojdwa SuLy sp[oYyasnoH pue SANIANDIE IAIIS
I9YIO — I T S ‘UONBIIDAI PUB QUIWUILIIAIUD ‘DINI[ND 0) pale[al ANANDY — Y S[I0M [BID0S pue yi[edH — O ‘uonesnpq — 4 ‘ddueinsur [e1os A101e31jqo
‘uonsanoid [euoneu pue UOCHBNSIUTWPE JI[qNJ — O ‘SINIANIIL SIIIAIIS UONBISIUTWUPY — N ‘SIMIANDIE [EIIUYI] PUB DYNUSIDS ‘TRUOISSJOIJ — N TR
91159 [B3I 39U 01 PaIe[aI AJANDY — T ‘SAIIATIOR DUBINSUI PUE [BIDUBUL] — Y ‘UONEDIUNWIWOD PUB UOIIBULIONU] — [ ‘SIMIATIOR 9DIAIdS POOJ PUE UOIIEPOUI
-woddY — | “Judwadeurw asnoyarem pue yodsuel], — H ‘sa[d4d1010W SUIpN[DOUI ‘SI[IIYA Joj0W Jo Iredar oper) [1e1ar pue J[esa[OYA\ — O ‘UONIINIISUOD)
— J ‘uorewe[da1 01 paje[al A1IAIDE pue QUawWSeur d1sem pue a3emas A[ddns 1o1ep — g ‘SwIsAs SUrUONIpUOd-ITe IO JIe pue Jatem 1oy ‘Jodea Jorem
‘sed ‘A11011o99 Jo A1ddns pue uononpoid — g ‘Sunmidenuey — O ‘Suidirenb pue Sururyy - g ‘A19ysy pue Sununy 4A11s210§ 9IMMOLISY — Y :S9WEU UOIIAS

¢I<01
M S9N
- ¥ 6 S I oL T 0 LI % 0 T I 9 q I 9 S 9 S Jo rquInN
(% ur)
UOTBLIBA JO
- SLT 87TE €¥%E 00€ TOS 9TE S8 8LF 61F 07TE 0S9 697 S0T SE€C 0TI €SOL 1T L9ST 69L JUSOYF0D)
¥ 8%'T 00T 0L0 €01 60 SL0 T90 60 0S0 7SO 9TTI 1.0 €80 0TI £L90 89€ 9.0 €£% 68T Aurwpim
¥ 87T 8I'T 6I'T 61T SE€T 6€1 €60 ¥H'1 S60 ¥60 I€T 0L0 760 ¥9°0 650 080 080 000 ¥L0  0omozioddm
0 I0T 660 €60 SI'T €80 680 €01 LTI SI'T 60T 760 %01 S8I'T €80 TF0 060 SL0 9%0 190 oukzazg
9 9¢'T LTT 8ST LI'T 88T 0L0 8%0 660 90T 9€0 €60 ¥90 €€T ¥TI 940 ¥.0 90T L6T 961 >diars
¢ 70T SPT 60 S9°0 80 S80 140 ¥TT1 660 €50 9%0 €F'T 90T SI'T €0 €€0 9I'T 65T TIT MOUEIS
g IT'T IT'T SS0 90T 61T 810 ITO €€T 0L0 790 990 690 680 ¥F'1 000 OLT €90 000 TET [ododas
¥ G50 LOT 650 S¥0 ¥F0 80 990 6I'T LEO 0F0 ¥TT 650 SLT 650 L6T 850 6€T 000 S¥I mo8zy
¥ L80 O¥1 ¥%0 THO TCTL IS8T THFO SOT €10 690 ¥EE€ LL0 T90 €T %0T 000 160 000 €90 uky
€ 00T ¥S'T OI'T 960 €60 690 8€0 881 8.1 0L0 LTI L90 TCT SLO 640 <TLO SLO 000 8¥%0 [Pzsoy
Auzohiqeq
S UL LVT €I'T S0 90T 9TT LL0 €61 860 840 €70 890 980 S€TI L6L #HET 160 000 ¥E€0 ooy
I 80T 70T ZI'T 0TI 990 60 LS80 86T €80 680 860 LSO €I'T 890 850 #H0 S80 000 950 Yrupnig
¥ 60T €0T 160 990 65T 990 0.0 0F0 TOT 090 60T 00T ZOT 8T 90F% 000 TGO 000 T80 wised
I 98°0 0.0 0L0 €50 9€0 I80 IS0 0LT €60 850 990 990 TI'T SOT #%TI LSO TI80 000 €S0 BRUIO
€ €0'T TI'T LLO LSO TSO IS0 €60 84T 880 9TI 780 ¥I'T LI'T 8£0 TET 000 L60 I¥T 9€0 Yyoukizs|O
€I1<01
PMm 15§y © 4 o N W 1T X [ 1 H O 4 49 ad O 49 V
SUOI1I3s sanID
mO

IoquInN (D7) suondas (IXd [enpIAIpUL J0j Jusnionb uoneso[ s,20udI0[]




114 Wioletta Wierzbicka

specialisations, while fourteen other towns had 1 or 2 specialisations. Interest-
ingly, only two cities in the Polish Cittaslow network were found to present as
many as 6 sections with an above-average concentration of business entities. They
were Kisielice, where local specialisation was determined in sections D, G, O, B
R (i.e.: Production and supply of electricity, gas, water vapor, hot water and air
for air-conditioning systems; Wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles;
Public administration and national protection, obligatory social insurance; Educa-
tion; Activity related to culture, entertainment, and recreation), as well as S and
T (Other service activities and Households hiring employees; households produc-
ing goods and providing services for their own needs), and Sierpc, in which local
specialisation was detected in sections A, B, G, O, Q (i.e.: Agriculture, forestry,
hunting and fishery; Mining and quarrying; Wholesale and retail trade, repair of
motor vehicles; Public administration and national protection, obligatory social
insurance; Health and social work), as well as S and T. High values of the location
quotient in these activities prove the dominance of these several functions in the
economic structure of these towns. Noteworthy is also the fact that two members
of the Polish Cittaslow network, that is Olecko and Szczytno, were not detected to
present an above-average concentration of economic entities in any of the sections
considered. Thus, the economic structure in these towns is highly varied.

The analysis of the value of the Florence’s location quotient in year 2022 and
the dynamics of its change in the period from 2018 to 2022 substantiated the
division of the PKD sections into four groups (Table 2). In most citiess, it was
possible to identify the activities which were the so-called “engines of their local
economy”. Twelve cities had only one section, and in another ten cities — there
were two such sections. Among the sections which were classified as driving
wheels of local economy in the highest number of cities were: section E — Wa-
ter supply, sewage and waste management, and activity related to reclamation
(in 8 towns), R — Activity related to culture, entertainment, and recreation (in
7 towns), O — Public administration and national protection, obligatory social
insurance (in 7 towns). It was only in one city, namely Jeziorany, that as many
as 5 sections (E, G, K, O, R, i.e.: Water supply, sewage and waste management,
and activity related to reclamation; Wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor
vehicles; Financial and insurance activities; Public administration and national
protection, obligatory social insurance; Activity related to culture, entertainment,
and recreation) could be called the engines of its economy. In two cities, Kisielice
and Sierpc, 4 sections could be regarded as playing such a role.

Unfortunately, there were six towns (Dobre Miasto, Glubczyce, Olecko, Orn-
eta, Prudnik, Szczytno) lacking any section with an above-average concentration
of economic activities or favourable dynamics of change in this scope.

Interestingly, in each of the analysed slow cities in Poland, several developing
sections were identified (5-6 sections). It is also important to underline that
there were sections with marginal importance for local economy in every slow
city in Poland. There were as many as 8-9 sections in most of these towns, al-
though Barczewo had 13 sections and Dobre Miasto and Sepopol showed 11
sections with little importance for local economy.
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Table 2. Classification of the PKD sections in Polish slow cities

Cities

Engines of the
local economy

Developing
sections

Sections losing
importance

Sections of
the marginal

importance
LQ>1.3 ALQ>100 LQ<1.3 ALQ>100 LQ>1.3 ALQ<100 LQ<1.3 ALQ<100
Bartszyce K, Q B,C,D,E L, O, - A EG H L], M,
BSiT N, R
Barczewo R H I[N E, L A, B CD,EG,
JLK,M, O, B Q,
SiT
Biskupiec K L EGH,J,N,O,P Q A, B,CD,E1I
M,R,SiT
Bisztynek E A, C, G M BR, L, O B,D,EL]J, K,
SiT N, Q
Braniewo L B,E, H, K, M, - A,C,D,EG,L]J,
0,Q N,BR,SiT
Dobre Miasto - E,EH,N, O, Q L,SiT A, B C,D,GIL]J,
K,M,BR
Dziatdowo Q CHILJKLN, - A,B,DEEG,
O, P M, R,SiT
Glubczyce - A,C,EH,J,K N, D, L B,E,G, L M,P
O,SiT QR
Goldap D,E EGILKLOPB - A,B,C H,J], M,
SiT N, QR
Gorowo Itaweckie O C,E,EH, ], M, L A B DG K,
PQ,R N,SiT
Jeziorany E,G K O R AEH, LN, Q - B,C,D,J,L, M,
) SiT
Kalety F H,K,M,BEQ A, C B,D,E,LL],L, N,
O,R,SIiT
Kisielice G, O,BR C, H LM D,SiT A,B,E,EL]J K,
N, Q
Lidzbark EG AE L] KL - B,C,D,H, M, N,
O, R PQ,SiT
Lidzbark L A, B, E, H K M, - C,D,EGIL],P
Warminski N, O, Q R,SiT
Lubawa C E AB L] KL G, R D,EH, M, O, P
N, Q SiT
Morag L A, C,D,EHK, - B,E,G L] M,Q,
N, O, P R,SiT
Murowana C B, E,G H,L M, - A D,EL],K B
Goélina N, O, R Q,SiT
Nidzica B A, CEH]JKL, - D,EG I N,BQ
M,O,R,SiT
Nowe Miasto (e} C,GHJ LN E,Q A,B,D,ELK M,
Lubawskie PR,SiT
Nowy Dwor B, C, E, A,D,EH, M, N (@) GLJ,KLBAQ,
Gdanski R,SiT
Olecko - A, GH,]JLO, - B,C,D,E,ELK,
R,SiT M N,BQ
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Engines of the Developing Sections losing Sectlons‘ of
ies local econom: sections importance t.h e marginal
Cities Y P importance
LQ>1.3 ALQ>100 LQ<1.3 ALQ>100 LQ>1.3 ALQ<100 LQ<1.3 ALQ<100
Olsztynek B, E C,GJ, N, OR, - A,D,EH, LKL,
SiT M, BQ
Orneta - AEEGJ, KM, L B,C,D,H, I, N,
O,R,SiT PQ
Pasym R C,GJ,MBQ E,E O A,B,D,H LKL,
N,SiT
Prudnik - A,C,E,EH, ] K, L B,D,G I, M,P
N,O,SiT Q, R
Rejowiec E,ER A G H ] MP D,L B,C, LK, N, O,
Fabryczny QSiT
Reszel K, L,R AE,EGO,P - B,C,D,H, L], M,
N,QSiT
Ryn ILN AELEH, ], M, O LR B,C,D,G KB
QSiT
Rzgéw E, G EH, L, M,R A, C B,D,J,K,N,O, B
Q,SiT
Sepopol EO H K, Q A, D, L B,C,E,G L] M,
N,BR,SiT
Sianéw B, R A C G, LK, H D,E,E]J,L,O, P
M, N Q,SiT
Sierpc A, B, G, 0O C,EELJ, KL, Q,SiT D,H,BR
M, N
Szczytno - A, B D E KL, - CEGHIL]PB
M N, O,Q,R SiT
Wegorzewo ILL O A,D,EM,BR N B,C,E,GH,J] K,
QSiT
Wydminy B,SiT E,H, LK N,O, A C,D,EJ,LLM, Q
BR

Source: own calculations based on date from Local Data Bank (2023).

Discussions

There are many studies in the literature that analyze the degree of concentration
of economic activity, divided into sectors and sections of economy. Analyses con-
cern economies of different countries, and are conducted on regional and local
levels, frequently relating to specific territorial units, e.g. cities (see Majewska
2014, Bakari¢ et al. 2019, Balland et al. 2019, Clerici 2020, Aghamohammadi et
al. 2021, de Falco 2021, Dzemydaité 2021, Sikorski, Brezden 2021, Panzera et al.
2022). In Poland, analyses of the degree of concentration of economic entities
together with the identification of dominant sections or even leading companies
are carried out on the level of provinces (see Klimczak et al. 2018, Dabrowska et
al. 2019, Kudetko et al. 2022) or individual cities (Gwosdz 2012, Konecka-Szy-
dlowska, Mac¢kowiak 2016, Bronisz 2018). However, up to date, no research of
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this type has been conducted dealing with small cities which belong to the Polish
National Cittaslow Network, an association started in Poland relatively recently
but since its onset developing very rapidly.

Nevertheless, some results of studies dealing with entrepreneuship in Polish
Cittaslow cities have been gathered in the course of the project entitled “Cities
of good life 2030” (Dziemianowicz et al. 2021). However, these results are de-
rived only from the Cittaslow member cities situated in the warminsko-mazursk-
ie province, and relate to only some of the PKD sections, namely the ones which
have been classified as so-called smart specialisations of the region. It is worth
underlining that the results of this study indicate that the Cittaslow member cit-
ies situated in the warminsko-mazurskie province are characterised by a variety
of structures of their local economies (Dziemianowicz et al. 2021). Hence, those
results are consistent with the study presented in this article. It has been shown
that most of the Polish slow cities are distinguished by an average or low level
of concentration of economic activities in the particular PKD sections. This indi-
cates the diversified structure of their local economies.

Interestingly, many studies on the concentration of economic activities in cit-
ies suggest that the type of exogenous functions performed by a city depends on
its size (Duranton, Puga 2000, Gervais et al. 2021, Ma et al. 2023, Wagner 2024).
As the population of a city increases, specialisations in sections with the agricul-
tural sector and then in the industrial sector are being replaced by specialisations
in sections associated with the services sector (Konecka-Szydtowska, Mac¢kowiak
2016). Studies have also implicated that specialisation is negatively correlated
with the size of a city, that is specialisation weakens with the growing size of an
urban centre (see Duranton, Puga 2000, Bronisz 2018, Bakari¢ et al. 2019, Jiang-
jiang et al. 2020, Gervais et al. 2021). This type of a relationship has not been a
subject of the current study.

Numerous studies also emphasise that the economic specialisation of small
and medium-sized cities depends on their relative distance to the nearest metro-
politan centre (Hamdouch et al. 2017, Kaufmann, Meili 2019). Localities close to
a bigger city may be better suited to ‘borrow’ economic specialisation from the
core city. However, the opposite can also happen, and smaller cities must cope
with ‘the agglomeration shadow’, meaning that their proximity to the core city
results in having fewer functions than a town would normally have (Meijers,
Burger 2015, Kaufmann, Meili 2019).

The literature concerning the concentration of economic activities in cit-
ies emphasises that small and medium-sized towns should raise their level of
specialisation in order to achieve higher productivity and level of income. They
should deploy their competitive advantages arising from their resources or ge-
ographical location, identify leading branches, and promote their specialisation
accordingly (Hongjian 2018). Similar conclusions regarding the cities which be-
long to the Polish National Cittaslow Network can be derived from the study
presented in this paper.
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Conclusions

As the reported study has revealed, most of the Polish Cittaslow cities are char-
acterized by a moderate or low level of concentration of economic entities in
the particular PKD sections, which proves the diversified structure of their local
economies. In 15 out of 36 network cities, there were 3 or 4 local specialisations
identified in the course of the analysis, while only 1 or 2 specialisations were de-
termined in another 14 towns. A relatively high level of local specialisation was
noted in just five cities of the Cittaslow network in Poland. Two cities: Kisielice
and Sierpc, were characterised by the above-average concentration of economic
entities in 6 sections. Three towns: Jeziorany, Rejowiec Fabryczny and Sepopol,
showed local specialisation in 5 sections. In two Polish slow cities, Olecko and
Szczytno, no local specialisation was identified. The lack of a dominant function
of a city may result from certain problems with the proper recognition of its po-
tential and identification of factors constituting its economic base, and the lack of
appropriate measures implemented with a view of shaping a local specialisation.
Importantly, this may also follow from a certain uniqueness of economic activity
in a given town. Specialisation does not always depend on the degree of concen-
tration but may also be a consequence of the uniqueness of the economic activity
conducted in that town. However, the study presented in this paper did not deal
with this question.

In most of the Polish Cittaslow member cities, it was possible to identify
sections which were the so-called “engines of the local economy”, and they were
most often sections E — Water supply, sewage and waste management, and activ-
ity related to reclamation (in 8 cities), R — Activity related to culture, entertain-
ment, and recreation (in 7 cities), O — Public administration and national protec-
tion, obligatory social insurance (in 7 cities). In 6 cities of the Polish Cittaslow
network (Dobre Miasto, Glubczyce, Olecko, Orneta, Prudnik, Szczytno), there is
no section at present that would have an above-average concentration of econom-
ic activities and a positive dynamics of change in this scope, which means that
these cities lack sections which could stimulate their local economies.

Interestingly, a high value of the quotient of concentration of economic enti-
ties in section R (Activity related to culture, entertainment, and recreation) may
implicate that, in line with the concept of a slow city, these cities focus on raising
the quality of life of their residents and pursue activities in the area associated
with culture and leisure time, as this sphere is extremely important for devel-
opment concordant with slow philosophy. It is also worth mentioning that the
next area whose development is important in Cittaslow network member cities
is tourism and catering, that is the business activity classified to section I (Ac-
commodation and food service activities). Unfortunately, an above-average con-
centration of businesses in this section, that is specialisation, can be detected in
just two slow cities: Ryn and Wegorzewo. Both are popular tourist destinations,
situated in the Land of Great Masurian Lakes, and possess great potential in
this scope. Most of the other Polish slow cities are deficient in business entities
active in this area. Both their offer for tourists and hospitality facilities are far
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from being adequate. The potential of their natural resources, however, creates
an opportunity to develop tourism in many forms. The Cittaslow network cities
should make efforts to seize this opportunity. The development of the tourism
sector, especially in the form of slow tourism or the slow cities network tourism
product, may be a development opportunity for them.

Importantly, in each of the analysed slow cities in Poland, there are sections of
marginal importance for the local economy (in most cities, there were as many as
8-9 such sections), as well as a few developing sections (5-6 sections). In most
towns, there were also sections losing importance (1-3 section). Thus, the au-
thorities of cities should make an analysis the reasons of low and decreasing con-
centration of economic activities in sections of marginal importance for the local
economy and undertake appropriate measures to improve the situation. Support-
ing the sectors which are permanently classified as representing this group tends
to be ineffective. It is also necessary to properly recognize developing sections
and sections that are losing importance. As regards the latter type of sections, it
is necessary to identify the causes of their decreasing importance and to develop
appropriate support tools, so that the potential contained in the dominant sec-
tions is used adequately rather than lost.

The research conducted in this article fills the research gap in the area of
concentration of economic activity in small towns developing in accordance with
the slow city concept. It offers a complex analysis of the degree of concentration
of economic entities in particular PKD sections in all Cittaslow network member
cities in Poland. This study is also an attempt at identifying these PKD sections
which are “engines” of the development of individual slow cities. The results
of this study are a valuable source of information about the economic potential
possessed by each town which is a member of the Polish Cittaslow network, and
about areas of their local specialisations. These results can therefore be used by
city authorities to prepare development strategies for individual cities and the
entire Polish network.

A follow-up to this study should comprise an analysis of the degree of con-
centration of economic activities in the Polish slow cities based on the structure
of employment in the individual PKD sections. Such an analysis could help to
supplement and verify the results of the current study. In future research on the
above subject, it might be possible to use other measures of the concentration of
economic activities; another option is to check whether the degree of specialisa-
tion found in the Cittaslow member cities correlates with their size.

Conflict of interest

The author declares no conflicts of interest and assures that the work is the result
of her own creation.



120 Wioletta Wierzbicka

References

Adamczyk P. 2018. Zmiany poziomu przestrzennej koncentracji zatrudnienia w polskich wojewodz-
twach. Roczniki Naukowe Stowarzyszenia Ekonomistéw Rolnictwa i Agrobiznesu, 20(6): 13—17.
https://doi.org/10.5604/01.3001.0012.7725

Aghamohammadi S., Haji G., Ghafari H., Ghafari Ashtiani P. 2021. Measuring the relative advantage
of economic activities in the provinces of Iran: location quotient approach. Regional Planning,
10(40): 35—-52.

Alonso-Villar O., Del Rio C. 2011. Concentration of economic activity: an analytical framework. Re-
gional Studies, 47(5): 756-772. https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2011.587796

Arauzo-Carod J.M. 2021. Location determinants of high-tech firms: An intra-urban approach. Indus-
try and Innovation, 28(10): 1225-1248. https://doi.org/10.1080/13662716.2021.1929868

Asheim B. 2018. Smart specialisation, innovation policy and regional innovation systems: what about
new path development in less innovative regions? Innovation: The European Journal of Social
Science Research, 32(1): 1—18. https://doi.org/10.1080/13511610.2018.1491001

Audretsch D., Falck O., Heblich S. 2011. Who’s got the aces up his sleeve? Functional specialization of
cities and entrepreneurship. Annals of Regional Science, 46: 621—636. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s00168-009-0353-0

Bakari¢ I.R., Baci¢ K., Slijepcevi¢ S. 2019. City specialisation and diversification in South East Eu-
rope (SEE) countries. Ekonomie a Management, 22(2): 4-21. https://doi.org/10.15240/
tul/001/2019-2-001

Baldemir E., Kaya E, Sahin TK. 2013. A management strategy within sustainable city context: Cit-
taslow. Procedia — Social and Behavioral Sciences, 99: 75—84. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sb-
spro.2013.10.473

Balland PA., Boschma R., Crespo J., Rigby D. 2019. Smart specialization policy in the European
Union: relatedness, knowledge, complexity, and regional diversification. Regional Studies, 53:
1252-1268. https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2018.1437900

Bal-Domanska B., Sobczak E., Stanczyk E. 2020. A multivariate approach to the identification of
initial smart specialisations of Polish voivodeships. Equilibrium. Quarterly Journal of Economics
and Economic Policy, 15(4): 785—810. https://doi.org/10.24136/eq.2020.034

Bogdanski M. 2019. Ewolucja bazy ekonomicznej matych miast wybranych wojewédztw. Zarzadzanie
Publiczne, 21(46): 149—170. https://doi.org/10.4467/20843968ZP19.010.10686

Bolter K., Robey J. 2020. Agglomeration economies: a literature review. Prepared for the Fund for our
Economic Future (FFEF). (https://research.upjohn.org/reports/252; dostep: 14.08.2024).

Bosch A., Vonortas N. 2019. Smart specialisation as a tool to foster innovation in emerging economies:
lessons from Brazil. Foresight and STI Governance, 13(1): 32—47. https://doi.org/0.17323/2500-
2597.2019.1.32.47

Bronisz U. 2018. Local specialization of cities of the Lubelskie Voivodship. Barometr Regionalny,
16(2): 173—-181. https://doi.org/10.56583/br.381

Capello R. 2015. Regional economics. Routledge, Abingdon & New York.

Carneiro D.M., Silva C.E.L. 2020. Occupational employment pattern and functional specialization in
the Brazilian cities. Revista Baru, 6: 1—22. https://doi.org/10.18224/baru.v6i1.8313

Cecaj A., Mamei M. 2019. Investigating economic activity concentration patterns of co-agglomera-
tions through association rule mining. Journal of Ambient Intelligence and Humanized Comput-
ing, 10: 463—476. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12652-017-0665-3

Chadzynska E. 2013. Zréznicowanie rozwoju funkcjonalnego malych miast wojewddztwa zachodnio-
pomorskiego. Studia Ekonomiczne, 144(1): 47—61.

Cicek M., Ulu S., Uslay C. 2019. The impact of the slow city movement on place authenticity,
entrepreneurial opportunity, and economic development. Journal of Macromarketing, 39(4):
400-414. http://doi.org/10.1177/0276146719882767

Cittaslow International Charter. 2023 (https://www.cittaslow.org/sites/default/files/content/page/
files/257/chsrter_cittaslow_en_24.06.pdf; dostep: 14.08.2024).

Cittaslow List. 2023. International Network of Cities where Living is Good (https://www.cit-
taslow.org/sites/default/files/content/page/files/246/cittaslow_list_june 2023.pdf; dostep:
15.08.2023).


https://doi.org/10.5604/01.3001.0012.7725
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2011.587796
https://doi.org/10.1080/13662716.2021.1929868
https://doi.org/10.1080/13511610.2018.1491001
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-009-0353-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-009-0353-0
https://doi.org/10.15240/tul/001/2019-2-001
https://doi.org/10.15240/tul/001/2019-2-001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2013.10.473
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2013.10.473
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2018.1437900
https://doi.org/10.24136/eq.2020.034
https://doi.org/10.4467/20843968ZP.19.010.10686
https://research.upjohn.org/reports/252
https://doi.org/0.17323/2500-2597.2019.1.32.47
https://doi.org/0.17323/2500-2597.2019.1.32.47
https://doi.org/10.56583/br.381
https://doi.org/10.18224/baru.v6i1.8313
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12652-017-0665-3
http://doi.org/10.1177/0276146719882767
https://www.cittaslow.org/sites/default/files/content/page/files/257/chsrter_cittaslow_en_24.06.pdf
https://www.cittaslow.org/sites/default/files/content/page/files/257/chsrter_cittaslow_en_24.06.pdf
https://www.cittaslow.org/sites/default/files/content/page/files/246/cittaslow_list_june_2023.pdf
https://www.cittaslow.org/sites/default/files/content/page/files/246/cittaslow_list_june_2023.pdf

Concentration of business activity in the member cities of the Polish National Cittaslow... 121

Clerici M.A. 2020. Unity in variety. Employment dynamics and specialisation profiles of medi-
um-sized towns in the Asti-Rovigo area, Italy (2001-2017). Quaestiones Geographicae, 39(4):
5-22. https://doi.org/10.2478/quageo-2020-0034

Colombo G. 2021. A sustainable model for small towns and peripheral communities: converging el-
ements and qualitative analysis. Discover Sustainability, 2(39): 1—14. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s43621-021-00046-7

Content J., Frenken K., Jordaan J.A. 2019. Does related variety foster regional entrepreneurship?
Evidence from European regions. Regional Studies, 53(11): 1531-1543. https://doi.org/10.1080
/00343404.2019.1595565

Czyz T. 2016. Metoda wskaznikowa w geografii spoteczno-ekonomicznej. Rozwdj Regionalny i Poli-
tyka Regionalna, 34: 9-19.

Davies B., Maré D.C. 2021. Relatedness, complexity and local growth. Regional Studies, 55(3):
479—-494. https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2020.1802418

Dabrowska A., Jurkiewicz I., Cybulska M., Dziemianowicz W., Marchewa W., Pecio A., Burnicki K.
2019. Ekspertyza z zakresu branz dominujacych w gospodarce regionu w ramach identyfikacji
specjalizacji gospodarczej Wielkopolski. Geoprofit, Warszawa.

De Falco S. 2021. Spatial dynamics regarding geographical concentration of economic activities. Ital-
ian NUTS-3 analysis. Applied Spatial Analysis and Policy, 14: 795—825. https://doi.org/10.1007/
512061-021-09379-2

De Groot H., Poot J., Smit M. 2009. Agglomeration externalities, innovation and regional growth:
theoretical perspectives and meta-analysis. [In:] Handbook of regional growth and development
theories. Edward Elgar Publishing, Cheltenham.

Duranton G., Puga D. 2000. Diversity and specialization in cities: why, where and when does it mat-
ter? Urban Studies, 37(3): 533—555.

Duranton G., Puga D. 2004. Micro-foundations of urban agglomeration economies. [In:] J.V. Hender-
son, J.E Thisse (eds), Handbook of regional and urban economics. Elsevier, Amsterdam.

Dzemydaité G. 2021. The impact of economic specialization on regional economic development in
the European Union: insights for formation of smart specialization strategy. Economies, 9(2): 76.
https://doi.org/10.3390/economies9020076

Dziemianowicz W., Cybulska M., Jurkiewicz I., Charkiewicz J. 2021. Miasta dobrego zycia 2030. Pro-
gram rozwoju miast sieci Cittaslow wojewodztwa warminsko-mazurskiego. Geoprofit, Olsztyn.

Erdogan M. 2016. Local community perception towards slow city: Gokceada sample. Asian Social
Science, 12(5): 241-246. https://doi.org/10.5539/ass.v12n5p241

Farelnik E. 2022a. Development of the cittaslow network in Poland and in China. Studia Miejskie, 43:
67—82. https://doi.org/10.25167/SM.4557

Farelnik E. 2022b. Znaczenie koncepcji slow city w budowaniu zréwnowazonego rozwoju matych
miast w Polsce. Studia BAS, 3(71): 99-120. https://doi.org/10.31268/StudiaBAS.2022.23

Farelnik E. 2023. Contemporary concepts of small town development. Ekonomia i Prawo. Economics
and Law, 22(3): 497-515. https://doi.org/10.12775/EiR2023.027

Farelnik E., Stanowicka A., Wierzbicka W. 2020. Cittaslow — model rozwoju i wspoélpracy matych
miast. Uniwersytet Warminsko-Mazurski w Olsztynie, Olsztyn.

Farelnik E., Stanowicka A., Wierzbicka W. 2021. The effects of membership in the Polish National
Cittaslow Network. Equilibrium. Quarterly Journal of Economics and Economic Policy, 16(1):
139—167. https://doi.org/10.24136/eq.2021.005

Foray D. 2014. Smart specialisation — opportunities and challenges for regional innovation policy.
Routledge, London. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315773063

Gashu K. 2014. The role of small towns for surrounding rural development: the case of Metema
Town, North West Ethiopia. Open Access Library Journal, 1: €930. http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/
0alib.1100930

Gervais A., Markusen J.R., Venables A.J. 2021. Urban specialisation; from sectoral to functional.
NBER Working Paper, No. 28352.

Giuliano G., Kang S., Yuan Q. 2019. Agglomeration economies and evolving urban form. Annals of
Regional Science, 63: 377—-398. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-019-00957-4

Gryszel P 2016. Funkgcja turystyczna jako inteligentna specjalizacja w ksztaltowaniu konkurency-
jnosci regionéw. Ekonomiczne Problemy Turystyki, 1(33): 69—80. https://doi.org/10.18276/
ept.2016.1.33-06


https://doi.org/10.2478/quageo-2020-0034
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-021-00046-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-021-00046-7
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2019.1595565
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2019.1595565
https://doi.org/10.1080/00343404.2020.1802418
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12061-021-09379-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12061-021-09379-2
https://doi.org/10.3390/economies9020076
https://doi.org/10.5539/ass.v12n5p241
https://doi.org/10.25167/SM.4557
https://doi.org/10.31268/StudiaBAS.2022.23
https://doi.org/10.12775/EiP.2023.027
https://doi.org/10.24136/eq.2021.005
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315773063
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/oalib.1100930
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/oalib.1100930
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-019-00957-4
https://doi.org/10.18276/ept.2016.1.33-06
https://doi.org/10.18276/ept.2016.1.33-06

122 Wioletta Wierzbicka

Gwosdz K. 2012. Baza ekonomiczna i specjalizacja funkcjonalna miast konurbacji katowickiej po dwu
dekadach transformacji. Acta Geographica Silesiana, 11: 15—-29.

Gwosdz K., Micek G., Sobala-Gwosdz A., Swigost A. 2019. Przeglad problematyki wskaznikéw do-
tyczacych kondycji ekonomicznej miast w Polsce. Prace Komisji Geografii Przemystu Polskiego
Towarzystwa Geograficznego, 33(2): 59—80. https://doi.org/10.24917/20801653.332.5

Hamdouch A., Demaziere C., Banovac K. 2017. The socio-economic profiles of small and medi-
um-sized towns: insights from European case studies. Tijdschrift Voor Economische en Sociale
Geografie, 108(4): 457-471.

Harfst J., Wirth P, Marot N. 2020. Utilizing endogenous potentials through EU cohesion policy: ex-
amples from Central Europe. European Planning Studies, 28(11): 2193-2212. https://doi.org/1
0.1080/09654313.2020.1712675

Harris R., Moffat J., Evenhuis E., Martin R., Pike A., Sunley P. 2019. Does spatial proximity raise firm
productivity? Evidence from British Manufacturing. Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy and
Society, 12(3): 467-487. https://doi.org/10.1093/cjres/rsz017

Hatipoglu B. 2015. Cittaslow: quality of life and visitor experiences. Tourism Planning & Develop-
ment, 12(1): 20—36. https://doi.org/10.1080/21568316.2014.960601

Heffner K. 2016. Obszary wiejskie i male miasta: czy lokalne centra sg potrzebne wspdlczesnej
wsi? Studia Ekonomiczne. Zeszyty Naukowe Uniwersytetu Ekonomicznego w Katowicach, 279:
11-24.

Hongjian S. 2018. Urban specialization of Chinese cities. Chinese Journal of Urban and Environmen-
tal Studies, 6(1): 1850005. https://doi.org/10.1142/52345748118500057

Jiangjiang K., Wei X,, Li Y., Yueming N. 2020. Localization, urbanization and globalization: Dynamic
manufacturing specialization in the YRD mega-city conglomeration. Cities, 99: 102641. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2020.102641

Jaszczak A., Kristianova K. 2019. Social and cultural role of greenery in development of Cittaslow
towns. Materials Science and Engineering, 603: 032028. https://doi.org/10.1088/1757-
899X/603/3/032028

Karagiannis N. 2023. Some alternative thoughts on endogenous development. International Journal
of Bahamian Studies, 29(2): 125-138. https://doi.org/10.15362/ijbs.v29i2.475

Kaufmann D., Meili R. 2019. Leaves in the wind? Local policies of small and medium-sized towns in
metropolitan regions. European Planning Studies, 27(1): 21-41. https://doi.org/10.1080/0965
4313.2018.1535576

Klasik A. 2001. Miedzynarodowa konkurencyjnos$¢ jako kryterium restrukturyzacji polskich regionéw.
Prace Naukowe Akademii Ekonomicznej w Katowicach. Vol.: Konkurencyjno$¢ miast i regiondéw
a przedsiebiorczo$¢ i przemiany strukturalne, s. 95—111.

Klimczak T., Miller A., Olechnicka A., Ploszaj A. 2018. Analiza potencjalu innowacyjnego Mazowsza
w ujeciu krajowym i miedzynarodowym. LB&E Sp. z 0.0. & EGO - Evaluation for Government
Organisations S.C., Warszawa.

Konecka-Szydlowska B. 2017. Zréznicowanie polskiej sieci miast Cittaslow w aspekcie spotec-
zno-gospodarczym. [In:] E. Strzelecka (ed.), Alternatywne modele rozwoju miast. Sie¢ miast
Cittaslow. Wydawnictwo Politechniki £o6dzkiej, £6dz. https://doi.org/10.34658/9788372838261

Konecka-Szydlowska B., Mackowiak H. 2016. Zréznicowanie funkcjonalne miast wojewddztwa
wielkopolskiego. Rozwdj Regionalny i Polityka Regionalna, 36: 39—56.

Kopczewska K., Ochojski A., Churski P, Polko A. 2016. Specjalizacja regionalna — systematyzacja po-
je¢ i metod pomiaru. Studia Komitetu Przestrzennego Zagospodarowania Kraju Polskiej Akademii
Nauk, 170: 8-25.

Kudetko J., Zmija K., Zmija D. 2022. Regional smart specialisations in the light of dynamic changes
in the employment structure: the case of a region in Poland. Equilibrium. Quarterly Journal of
Economics and Economic Policy, 17(1): 133—171. https://doi.org/10.24136/eq.2022.006

Li Z., Jiao L., Zhang B., Xu G., Liu J. 2021. Understanding the pattern and mechanism of spatial con-
centration of urban land use, population and economic activities: a case study in Wuhan, China.
Geo-Spatial Information Science, 24(4): 678-694. https://doi.org/10.1080/10095020.2021.197
8276

Local Data Bank. Gtéwny Urzad Statystyczny. 2023 (https://bdl.stat.gov.pl/BDL/dane/podgrup/te-
mat; dostep: 15.03.2023).


https://doi.org/10.24917/20801653.332.5
https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2020.1712675
https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2020.1712675
https://doi.org/10.1093/cjres/rsz017
https://doi.org/10.1080/21568316.2014.960601
https://doi.org/10.1142/S2345748118500057
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2020.102641
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2020.102641
https://doi.org/10.1088/1757-899X/603/3/032028
https://doi.org/10.1088/1757-899X/603/3/032028
https://doi.org/10.15362/ijbs.v29i2.475
https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2018.1535576
https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2018.1535576
https://doi.org/10.34658/9788372838261
https://doi.org/10.24136/eq.2022.006
https://doi.org/10.1080/10095020.2021.1978276
https://doi.org/10.1080/10095020.2021.1978276
https://bdl.stat.gov.pl/BDL/dane/podgrup/temat
https://bdl.stat.gov.pl/BDL/dane/podgrup/temat

Concentration of business activity in the member cities of the Polish National Cittaslow... 123

MaM., ZhaoW.,, WanG., DengT,, Yang Y. 2023. Specialization versus diversity: the role of city size in tour-
ist cities. Tourism Economics, 29(8): 2081—-2102. https://doi.org/10.1177/13548166221125840

Majewska J. 2014. Zjawisko koncentracji przestrzennej podmiotéw gospodarczych sektora turystyki
— przyklad Polski i Niemiec. [In:] B. Krakowiak, J. Latosiniska (eds), Przeszlo$¢, terazniejszosé
i przyszlo$¢ turystyki. Warsztaty z Geografii Turyzmu. Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Lodzkiego,
Lédz. https://doi.org/10.18778/7969-262-0.15

Majewska J., Truskolaski S. 2017. Spatial concentration of economic activity and competitiveness
of Central European regions. International Entrepreneurship Review, 3(1): 47—64. https://doi.
org/10.15678/PM.2017.0301.03

Majnet H. 2015. The paradoxical place of small towns in sustainable development policies. What is
beyond the images of “places where the living is easy”? Annales Universitatis Paedagogicae Cra-
coviensis. Studia Geographica, 8: 5-11.

Manescu C., Mateoc T., Nan A., David S., Dincu A.M., Mateoc-Sirb N. 2019. Development of small
towns as rural area integration poles. Lucrari Stiintifice, 20(3): 366-371.

Mayer H., Knox P. 2006. Slow cities: sustainable places in a fast world. Journal of Urban Affairs, 28(4):
321-334. https://doi.org/10.1111/§.1467-9906.2006.00298.x

Mayer H., Motoyama Y. 2020. Entrepreneurship in small and medium-sized towns. Entrepreneurship
& Regional Development, 32(7-8): 467-472. https://doi.org/10.1080/08985626.2020.1798556

Meijers E., Burger M. 2015. Stretching the concept of “borrowed size”. Urban Studies, 54(1): 1-23.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098015597642

Miszczak K. 2021. The importance of the economic base theory in urban and regional research. Re-
gional Journal, 21: 92—110. https://doi.org/10.15611/br.2021.1.08

Ozcan Alp G. 2024. Cittaslow through the lens of sustainable urban development: a comparative
analysis of Italy and Tiirkiye cases. Regional Studies, Regional Science, 11(1): 256-270. https://
doi.org/10.1080/21681376.2024.2329601

Panzera D., Cartone A., Postiglione P. 2022. New evidence on measuring the geographical concentra-
tion of economic activities. Regional Science, 101(1): 59—79. https://doi.org/10.1111/pirs.12644

Perano M., Abbate T., La Rocca E.T,, Casali G.L. 2019. Cittaslow & fast-growing SMEs: evidence from
Europe. Land Use Policy, 82: 195—203. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2018.12.018

Piérkowska P. 2016. Analiza koncentracji sekcji Polskiej Klasyfikacji Dziatalno$ci w wybranych region-
ach Polski. Catallaxy, 1(1): 5—16. https://doi.org/10.24136/cxy.v1il.1

Presenza A., Abbate T., Perano M. 2015. The Cittaslow certification and its effects on sustainable
tourism governance. Enlightening Tourism. A Pathmaking Journal, 5(1): 40-64. https://doi.
org/10.2139/ssrn.2827705

Radstrom S. 2011. A place sustaining framework for local urban identity: an introduction and history
of Cittaslow. Italian Journal of Planning Practice, 1(1): 90—113.

Regulations of the Polish National Cittaslow Network. Resolution No. 3/2017 of the Polish National
Cittaslow Network dated 20 April 2017.

Sayago Gomez J.T., Stair C. 2017. Location quotient, coefficient of specialization and Shift-Share.
Regional Research Institute Technical Documents, 10: 1-12.

Senetra A., Szarek-Iwaniuk P. 2020. Socio-economic development of small towns in the Polish Cit-
taslow Network — a case study. Cities, 103: 102758. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2020.102758

Sept A. 2021. ‘Slowing down’ in small and medium-sized towns: Cittaslow in Germany and Italy from
a social innovation perspective. Regional Studies, Regional Science, 8(1): 259-268. https://doi.or
¢/10.1080/21681376.2021.1919190

Sikorski D., Brezden P 2021. Contemporary processes of concentration and specialization of industri-
al activity in post-socialist states as illustrated by the case of Wroctaw and its suburbs (Poland).
Land, 10: 1140. https://doi.org/10.3390/land10111140

Stachowiak K., Stryjakiewicz T. 2016. Rola specjalizacji w rozwoju miast kreatywnych. Studia Komite-
tu Przestrzennego Zagospodarowania Kraju Polskiej Akademii Nauk, 170: 82—111.

Su H., ZhaoJ. 2011. Sectoral specialization, functional specialization and growth in cities — evidences
from panel data on China’s prefecture-level cities. China Industrial Economics, 277(4): 25-34.

Szarek-Iwaniuk P. 2019. Potencjaly i bariery rozwoju matych i $rednich miast na przyktadzie Polskiej
Krajowej Sieci Miast Cittaslow. Zarzadzanie Publiczne, 1(45): 1-18. https://doi.org/10.4467/2
08439687ZP.19.001.9942


https://doi.org/10.1177/13548166221125840
https://doi.org/10.18778/7969-262-0.15
https://doi.org/10.15678/PM.2017.0301.03
https://doi.org/10.15678/PM.2017.0301.03
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9906.2006.00298.x
https://doi.org/10.1080/08985626.2020.1798556
https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098015597642
https://doi.org/10.15611/br.2021.1.08
https://doi.org/10.1080/21681376.2024.2329601
https://doi.org/10.1080/21681376.2024.2329601
https://doi.org/10.1111/pirs.12644
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2018.12.018
https://doi.org/10.24136/cxy.v1i1.1
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2827705
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2827705
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2020.102758
https://doi.org/10.1080/21681376.2021.1919190
https://doi.org/10.1080/21681376.2021.1919190
https://doi.org/10.3390/land10111140
https://doi.org/10.4467/20843968ZP.19.001.9942
https://doi.org/10.4467/20843968ZP.19.001.9942

124 Wioletta Wierzbicka

Tabassum U., Nazeer M., Zehra N., Abdullah A. 2022. Economic structure of major cities of Pakistan.
A regional specialization and concentration analysis. Competitive Social Science Research Jour-
nal, 3(2): 434-452.

Tocci G. 2018. Slow and intelligent cities. When slow is also smart. [In:] M. Clancy (ed.), Slow tour-
ism, food and cities. Pace and the search for the ‘good life’. Routledge, London.

Tregua M., D’Auria A., Bifulco E 2021. Sustainability in smart cities: merging theory and practice.
[In:] A. Visvizi, R. Perez del Hoyo (eds), Smart cities and the UN SDGs. Elsevier. http://doi.
org/10.1016/B978-0-323-85151-0.00003-8

van Oort E, de Geus S., Dogaru T. 2015. Related variety and regional economic growth in a cross-sec-
tion of European urban regions. European Planning Studies, 23: 1110-1127.

Wagner M. 2024. On the relationship between centres and small towns in a city-regional context:
knowledge-intensive concentration and specialisation in Germany. European Journal of Spatial
Development, 21(2): 82—116. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.11387278

Wierzbicka W. 2020. Socio-economic potential of cities belonging to the Polish National Cittaslow
Network. Oeconomia Copernicana, 11(1): 203224. https://doi.org/10.24136/0c.2020.009

Wierzbicka W. 2021. Polish National Cittaslow Network: assessment of cities’ membership in the
network. Economics and Law, 20(4): 903-920. https://doi.org/10.12775/EiP2021.054

Wierzbicka W. 2022. Activities undertaken in the member cities of the Polish National Cittaslow
Network in the area of “Energy and Environmental Policy”. Energies, 15(4): 1309. https://doi.
org/10.3390/en15041309

Wrana K. 2013. Uwarunkowania i procesy rozwoju miast. Slaskie Studia Regionalne, 4(1): 7—16.

Zadecka E. 2018. Slow city as a local development model. Economic and Regional Studies, 11(3).
https://doi.org/10.2478/ers-2018-0027

Zawadzka A.K. 2017. Making small towns visible in Europe: the case of Cittaslow network — the strat-
egy based on sustainable development. Transylvania Review of Administrative Sciences, Special
Issues: 90—106. https://doi.org/10.24193/tras.S12017.6

Zuzanska-Zys$ko E., Dyszy M. 2021. Dynamic villages in the hinterland of a polycentric region:
case study of the Gérnoslasko-Zagltebiowska Metropolis in Poland. Land, 10: 779. https://doi.
org/10.3390/1and10080779

Koncentracja dzialalno$ci gospodarczej w miastach nalezacych do
Polskiej Krajowej Sieci Miast Cittaslow

Zarys tresci: Polska Krajowa Sie¢ Miast Cittaslow zrzesza male miasta, ktére zgodnie z zaloZenia-
mi koncepcji slow city daza do zréownowazonego rozwoju i zapewnienia odpowiednich relacji migedzy
wzrostem gospodarczym, dbaloscia o $rodowisko i poprawa jakosci zycia mieszkancéw. Rozwoj
polskich slow cities powinien odbywa¢ si¢ w oparciu o lokalny, endogeniczny potencjal. Szansa
poszczegdlnych miast w tym zakresie jest wiec wspieranie producentéw lokalnych i rozwéj lokalnej
wytworczosci, a w szczegdlnosci wspieranie branz dominujacych, w ktérych miasta moglyby osiagnaé
specjalizacje.

Celem badan byta analiza koncentracji dzialalno$ci gospodarczej w miastach nalezacych do polskiej
sieci Cittaslow oraz identyfikacja obszardéw specjalizacji poszczegélnych miast. Badaniami obj¢to 36
miast nalezacych do sieci. Do oceny stopnia koncentracji sekcji PKD w tych miastach wykorzystano
iloraz lokalizacji Florence’a. Obliczono warto$¢ tego wskaznika dla roku 2022, jak réwniez jego dy-
namike zmian w okresie 2018-2022. Przeprowadzono tez klasyfikacj¢ sekcji PKD w poszczegdlnych
miastach, wyrdzniajac cztery skupienia.

Na podstawie badan wykazano, w ktérych sekcjach PKD wystepuje w miastach najwigkszy stopien
koncentracji dziatalno$ci gospodarczej. Zidentyfikowano sekcje, ktére w danych miastach mozna na-
zwac , kotami napedowymi” ich lokalnej gospodarki. Zidentyfikowano takze pozostale skupienia sek-
¢ji PKD: sekcje rozwojowe, sekcje tracace na znaczeniu, sekcje o marginalnym znaczeniu dla lokalnej
gospodarki. Wyniki badan majg wymiar praktyczny, wskazuja bowiem kierunki specjalizacji lokalnej
badanych slow cities.

Stowa kluczowe: slow cities, struktura gospodarki, iloraz lokalizacji Florence’a, specjalizacja miast
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