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wprost na barki czytelnika, a ten niesie go niemalże do ostatnich stron, kiedy autor 
roztacza wizję kolektywnego pisarstwa, choć trudnego i nie pozbawionego wad, to 
jednak satysfakcjonującego. Coś jednak go w tym uczelnianym „matrixie” trzyma. 
I nie jest to tylko siła rozpędu i chęć przekomarzania się.

Tytuł publikacji właściwie oddaje jej treść. Mimo że początkowo brzmi dość 
enigmatycznie i tylko nasuwa pewne skojarzenia, to po jej przeczytaniu oczywiste 
staje się zarówno znaczenie, jakie autor nadaje „nekrofilnej produkcji akademic-
kiej”, jak i „pieśniom partyzantów”. Praca ma charakter monograficzny – dotyczy 
pracy autora na Uniwersytecie Szczecińskim i mimo że w przypisach wyjawia, 
że nie jest to jedyne miejsce zdobywania doświadczeń zawodowych, to jednak 
głównie uwagę jemu poświęca, stąd trudno uogólniać jego wnioski na całą po-
pulację nauczycieli akademickich czy przedstawicieli świata nauki. Zresztą temu 
nie służy perspektywa badań jakościowych. Można nawet pokusić się o refleksję, 
że są to doświadczenia jednostkowe i choć autor przedstawia dość pesymistycz-
ną wizję, to jednak nie wydaje się, żeby ten pesymizm panował na wszystkich 
uczelniach w kraju. Można też przypuszczać, że książka powstaje w szczególnym 
momencie nie tylko dla autora, ale i dla nauki polskiej – Konstytucja 2.0 wpro-
wadzana przez reformę ministra Jarosława Gowina czyni przyszłość niepewną. 
A zmiana sama w sobie wywołuje lęk. Ten lęk jest wszechobecny.

Kiedy kończę pisać moją refleksję nad książką O. Szwabowskiego, Minister 
Nauki i Szkolnictwa Wyższego składa właśnie dymisję. Pokazuje to tylko, że 
każda władza przemija, że pomysłodawcy wcale nie wdrażają swoich refom, że 
protesty nie przynoszą rezultatów, kiedy władza tylko z pozoru mieni się demo-
kratyczną, niezależnie od miejsca jej sprawowania.
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Education without any doubt plays a central role in organising our develop-
ment and social identity. Millions of people around the world were in the past as 
well as will be in the future exposed to some form of formal schooling, regardless 
of the world’s advancement. The reviewed book „Education and society. An In-
troduction to the Key Issues in the Sociology of Education” should be compulsory 
reading for those who have a strong personal understanding of schooling as an 
institution with its crucial social importance. According to the authors the aim of 
this publication is to invite the reader into an ongoing conversation about the mo-
dern education and society. The writers are among well-known scientists in the 
field of sociology of education and their work is based both on theory and their 
own experiences gathered over years.
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The book starts with an introduction which describes the structure and men-
tions the backdrop of this publication. The main source of ideas for the develop-
ment of this work comes from the annual faculty conference and the Sociology of 
Education association’s meetings. The authors explicitly highlight the opportu-
nity of sharing the excitement of scientific discovery and intense debates among 
eighty experts while having a meal together. Finally, the publication which con-
sists of three elaborate parts with sixteen chapters together with several case stu-
dies is the outcome of those previous, fruitful meetings. Each of the chapters in 
this volume is written by passionate experts who even sometimes disagree with 
one another as it should be. The language is attractive, clearly inviting to reflect 
and very personal through the whole book. But more importantly, every part is 
finished with a summary of sociological thinking and complex research on de-
scribed issues.

Part one, written by the experts in the sociology of education offers the reader 
a broad overview of the field from a global perspective and its recent changes. 
The title „Theoretical Orientations in the Sociology of Education” presents basic 
knowledge about the growth of schooling and its role in the stratification system. 
The question raised by the authors is if the contemporary schools are a compen-
satory, neutral or exacerbatory institution? Evan Schofer and Douglas Downey 
are drawing our attention to the differences and similarities in which educational 
systems exist worldwide. Additionally, the writers managed to present the com-
plex relationship between social inequality and education in the present times.

The chapters and case studies in the second section called „Student Experien-
ces in Education” address some of the social problems such as: gender inequality, 
race in education, immigrant children, social class, peer sorting and influence. 
What is great about this part is the unique insight into the student experience 
within educational institutions. The writers’ line of thoughts is very structured 
and well-presented in this part. The authors put great emphasis to investigate 
how these experiences vary with researched students’ ascriptive traits. The final 
chapters outline the informal social processes between students in different peer 
groups as well as interactions between students and teachers in schools.

The last but not least part of this publication is entitled „Schools and Other 
Educational Organizations”. It was incredibly interesting to me to find out more 
about the meaning and effects of textbooks and curricula, the interaction between 
special education and social inequality and in particular about a sociology of the 
school discipline. Apart from that, the observant reader will get a complex picture 
of sociological perspectives on school segregation by race or ethnicity or higher 
education and the labour market. The last part of the book takes on more formal 
social structures than the previous ones, therefore it helps to define contemporary 
education and its place in the modern society. Furthermore, the third section con-
sists of two important case studies, which illustrate issues of the school’s organi-
sation forms that needs to be adapted to the new realms.

Education and society has a transparent and presentable structure, which helps 
the reader to connect the ideas and facts to their own educational experience. 
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This work has led me to the conclusion that the sociology of education should be 
treated as a contentious and multifaceted field of study. What is more, problems 
mentioned in this book should be more visible in the contemporary academic 
discourse. On the whole, I am delighted to broad my mind about why some stu-
dents experience success while others fall behind in schools. Unfortunately, the 
social inequality issue is still very global but at least publications like that make us 
understand the complex relationship between the ways in schools change and the 
ways in which schools can change the society. Without any concern, the authors 
of this book managed to present and widely describe difficulties and challenges 
for present sociology of education. It is felt, therefore, that despite all these years 
collecting and interpreting information about the world around us has the poten-
tial to make our society equitable and forbearing.
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