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Abstract: in 2021, the Polish association of economic history (PthG) prepared and sub-
mitted to the 21st General congress of Polish historians – białystok 2024, a panel entitled 
Saving the economy: reconstruction, stabilization and creating paths for the development of the 
Polish economy in the 19th and 20th centuries, which was accepted by the congress organiz-
ers. the main goal of the research undertaken is to analyze systemic actions to overcome 
crises in the 19th and 20th centuries, in particular the activity of the state and public insti-
tutions “helping the economy”, the tools used and their effectiveness and long-term con-
sequences. the events of the last three years, especially the covid 19 pandemic, the war in 
ukraine, and the energy crisis, have put the world economy once again on the threshold 
of a global crisis. in this context, scientific reflection on the tools and mechanisms of “sav-
ing the economy” and “creating development paths” may have not only a cognitive, but 
also a practical dimension.
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the PthG, in cooperation with the historical museum in lubin, de-
cided to organize, one year before the 21st General congress of Polish 
historians,  a  conference devoted  to  the  issue  of  counteracting  crises, 
but with  a  broader  time  and  territorial  scope  than  the  research  con-
ducted  as part  of  the PthG panel.  the  conference, which  took place 
on september 14–16, 2023 in lubin, gathered over 30 scientists from all 
over Poland.

in subsequent chronological sessions, examples of actions taken by 
the state and public institutions in response to crisis situations were pre-
sented. in the conference opening speech, Dr. hab. cecylia leszczyńska 
(university of warsaw) characterized in a synthetic way the role of gov-
ernments and central banks in creating a financial safety net in the 19th 
century (Paper entitled: Governments and central banks in the face of fin
ancial crises in the 19th century. The problem of forming a financial safety 
net). in subsequent speeches, conference participants analyzed numer-
ous  examples  of  the  involvement  of  state  institutions  and  politicians 
in solving crisis situations and stabilizing the economy on a micro and 
macro scale:

at  the  turn  of  the  19th  and  20th  centuries  –  prof. •  Rafał Kowal
czyk (university of Łódź): Russia’s frog leap – the impact of the role 
of the state in the economy of Tsarist Russia during the era of Mikhail 
Kristofowicz von Reutern; prof. Piotr Franaszek  (jagiellonian uni-
ver sity): Entrepreneurs and the national and Austrian authorities to
wards the crises in the Galician oil industry; and prof. Iry na Shandra, 
(kharkiv  state  academy  of  culture): UkrainianPolish largescale 
transport projects as an attempt to overcome the economic crisis of the 
early 20th century;
during  the  second  Polish  republic  –  prof. •  Wojciech Morawski 
(warsaw  school  of  economics):  Ministers of the Treasury of the 
Second Polish Republic in the fight against inflation 1918–1924; 
prof. Mirosław Kłusek (university of Łódź): Conversion of agricul
tural debt as an element of the state’s fight against the agricultural cri
sis in the Second Polish Republic; Sylwia StraszakChandoha, Phd 
(wrocław university of economics): Credit as a tool for economic re
construction and stabilization in the first half of the 20th century in in
dustry; and Iwona KawallaLulewicz, PhD (historical museum of 
the city of krakow): Trade in Poland during the Great Depression;
during  the Polish People’s republic – prof. •  Jędrzej Chumiński,  
Krzysztof Popiński,  PhD  (wrocław  university  of  economics): 
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Social barriers to the economic development of the Polish People’s Republic; 
prof. Sławomir Kamosiński (kazimierz wielki university in byd-
goszcz): Family farming as a stabilizer of the economy in the era of per
manent crisis of the People’s Republic of Poland. The formation and ac
tivities of family businesses in the Polish People’s Republic; director 
Marek Zawadka (historical museum in lubin): Care for the purity 
of the Oder after 1945; Kacper RosnerLeszczyński, ma (university 
of wrocław): Can we talk about “taming” former German factories? 
The attitude of settlers to the industrial landscape of Lower Silesia in 
the years 1945–1949 – introduction to the issue; prof. Adriana Merta 
Staszczak (wrocław university of science and technology, wroc-
ław university of economics): Wood industry in the economic devel
opment of Lower Silesia in the years 1945–1989; Mateusz Adamczyk, 
ma (university of wrocław): Plundered city – from prosperity to deep 
economic collapse. The problem of wild robbery in the Western Territories 
since 1945 on the example of Bierutów; Mariusz Mak, ma (university 
of białystok): Repressive nature of the personal income taxation sys
tem during the Polish People’s Republic; Robert Klementowski, Phd 
(university of wrocław): “The key to a new era”. The development 
of nuclear science as a condition for the modernization of Poland in the 
light of the activities of the State Council for the Use of Nuclear Energy; 
Piotr Syczak, ma (university of Gdańsk): About the modern shape 
of Poland. Development dilemmas at the threshold of the 21st centu
ry – what the economy of the Polish People’s Republic could have looked 
like in the light of the report of the Committee for Forecasting National 
Development “Polska 2000”; Mateusz Kubicki,  PhD  (institute  of 
national remembrance in Gdańsk/university of Gdańsk): Baltic 
fishing in the Polish People’s Republic in the second half 1980s. Rescue 
attempt or permanent collapse; and Mikołaj Sołkiewicz (university 
of warsaw): Selected problems of foreign trade of the Polish People’s 
Republic in the area of electronics;
in  the  period  of  economic  transformation  after  1989  – •  Dariusz 
Grala, PhD (school of socio-economics  in środa wielkopolska): 
Balce rowicz’s first and second plan – assumptions and implementation 
of the main goals of economic policy in the light of entrepreneurs’ assess
ments and reactions to the government’s actions taken in the economy; 
and Marcin Szymański, PhD (university of Łódź) Success thanks 
to or despite? Controversies related to privatization during the Polish 
economic transformation 1989–2001.
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a valuable  counterpoint  to papers  analyzing  issues  related  to  sav-
ing  the  economy  in Poland were papers devoted  to  the  issues  of  eco-
nomic and social crises and the related actions of state institutions in the 
uSa, germany, Spain and the eu: Kamil Kowalski, Phd (university 
of Łódź): The Great Economic Crisis and American labor market legislation 
(1929–1939),  prof.  Paweł Grata  (university  of  rzeszów)  and  Joanna 
Jaroszyk, Phd (adam mickiewicz university in Poznań): Two crises, two 
systems, two paths – the economies of Spain and Poland in the second half of the 
1950s; prof. Tadeusz Janicki (adam mickiewicz university in Poznań) 
Economic concepts and economic policy of Karl Schiller towards the econom
ic recession in Germany (1966–1972);  prof. Rafał Matera  (university  of 
Łódź) Crises, pandemics, revolutions and wars in the 21st century and the 
concept of the four horsemen of the Apocalypse by Walter Scheidel; and Emilia 
JankowskaAmbroziak, Phd (university of białystok): The crisis of the 
functioning of the external borders of the European Union. in addition to the 
rich information layer, they created the opportunity to compare anti-cri-
sis activities undertaken in Poland with those in countries with a higher 
level of economic development.

in addition to  the presentation of 25 papers,  the three-day meeting 
was full of questions, comments and discussions, from which a picture 
emerged  of  the  state’s  gradually  increasing  involvement  in  economic 
processes, from an absent state at the end of the 19th century to a ubiq-
uitous  state  in  the  times  of  the  Polish  People’s  republic.  the  central-
ly planned economy characteristic of the recent period, which the com-
munists introduced with the intention of eliminating all the weaknesses 
of the capitalist system (compromised in their opinion) and raising the 
standard of living of the “working masses of cities and villages”, led to 
the creation of an ineffective economic system and a permanent crisis of 
shortages. as a result, after 1989, “saving the economy” was only possi-
ble by abandoning the socialist economy, radically limiting the presence 
of the state in the economy and introducing a free market.

Due to the very current topic, the conference not only made a valu-
able contribution to the development of historical knowledge about the 
actions of states and public institutions in times of crisis. the examples 
analyzed by the speakers and the methods they presented for rebuild-
ing, stabilizing and creating economic development paths have a prac-
tical dimension and  can be applied  in  contemporary  economic policy. 
therefore,  in  order  to make  the  results  of  the  lubin  conference more 
widely  available,  the  Polish association  of  economic history  and  the 
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historical museum in lubin decided to prepare a special volume con-
taining the texts of the papers, which will be published in mid-2024.
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