
CHRONICLE  OP  ACADEMIC  ACTIVITIES  IN  THE  FIELD  
OF  ECONOMIC  HISTORY  IN  POLAND  (APRIL  1977  -  MAY  1978)  

Edited  by  Bożena Gorczyńska  (Poznań)  

20  -  22  Apri l  1977  
Session  on  the  forced  labour  in  the  Thi rd  Reich  dur ing  the  Second  Wor ld  W a r  

was  held  in  K i k i t y  near  Biskupiec,  Olsztyn  Province .  I t  was  organized  by  the  Wojciech  
Kę t r zyńsk i  Research  Center  in  Olsztyn  a n d  Olsztyn  Commission  for  Inves t iga t ion  of  
Naz i  Crimes  in  Po land .  P a p e r s  and  repor ts  delivered  dur ing  the  Session  deal t  w i th ,  
a m o n g  others ,  r ec ru i tmen t  of  labour  force  b y  the  Th i rd  Reich  dur ing  the  Second  Wor ld  
W a r ,  var ious  aspects  of  the  s i tua t ion  of  foreign  workers  in  G e rmany  a n d  thoir  resis tance  
aga ins t  ex te rmina t ion  a n d  d iscr iminat ion .  
20  -  30  August  1977  

In t e rna t iona l  Session  on  the  in terconnect ion  of  theory  a n d  in te rpre ta t ion  in  econo
mic  h i s to ry  was  held  in  Białowieża.  Białystok  Province .  I t  was  p repared  in  co-operat ion  
wi th  t h e  Board  of  In t e rna t i ona l  Society  of  Economic  Hi s to ry  a n d  i t  was  organized  b y  
t h e  Bia łys tok  b ranch  of  W a r s a w  Univers i ty .  The  Session  was  p lanned  in  p repa ra t ion  
for  V I H t h  In t e rna t iona l  Congress  of  Economie  H i s to ry  in  Ed inburgh  in  1978.  Subjects  
of  t he  papers  and  discussions  centered  on  the  following  problems:  
1)  analys is  of  theory  a n d  in te rpre ta t ion  in  t e rms  of  their  general  methodological  charac

teris t ics  a n d  connect ions  of  in te rpre ta t ion  wi th  such  related  procedures  as  verifica
t ion  a n d  cons t ruc t ion  of  models ,  

2)  analys is  of  concrete  reconst ruct ions  of  historical  processes,  
3)  effects  of  new  techniques  and  heuris t ic  me thods  on  the  procedure  of  in te rpre ta t ion  

a n d  s t ruc ture  of  theory .  
T h e  pape r s  submi t t ed  for  t h e  Session  h a v e  been  included  in  t h e  15th  volume  of  Studies .  
1 0 - 1 1  November  1977  

Session  of  Pol ish  his tor ians  on  monograph ic  s tudies  of  towns  a n d  regions  was  held  
in  Karpacz .  I t  was  organized  by  the  In s t i t u t e  of  His to ry ,  Wroclaw  Univers i ty  in  co
operat ion  wi th  Commission  of  Regional  H i s to ry  of  Main  Boa rd  of  Pol ish  Histor ical  
Society.  Discussion  centered  on  the  following  subjects:  
Wapińsk i ,  R.:  Regional  and  na t iona l  h is tory;  Topolski ,  J . :  Regional  monography  a n d  
i ts  place  in  the  con tempora ry  research  and  popular iza t ion  of  science;  Michalkiewicz,  St . :  
His tor ica l  e lements  in  monographies  of  towns  a n d  regions;  Dziewoński ,  K.:  Contem
p o r a r y  regional  monographies .  
23  -  24  J a n u a r y  1978  

Conference  on  social  a n d  poli t ical  s t ruc tures  was  held  in  Gdańsk  on  the  in i t ia t ive  
of  Commission  of  Social  Movements  and  St ruc tures  of  Commit tee  of  His tor ical  Science  
of Pol ish Academy  of Science. Subjects  of some  of the delivered papers were: Żarnowski ,  J . :  
Analysis  of  poli t ical  movemen t s  in  the  th ree  sectors  of  pa r t i t ioned  Po land  in  t e rms  of  
responsibi l i ty  t o  social  bases;  Tych,  E . :  F o r m a t i o n  of  s t ruc tures  of  poli t ical  par t ies  a t  
a n  ear ly  s tage  of  the i r  h is tory;  Hölzer,  I . :  Developed  s t ructures  of  workers '  par t ies  
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as  exemplified  by  K P P  (Polish  Communist  Party),  PPS  (Polish  Socialist  Party)  and  
NPR  (National  Workers'  Party).  At  the  conclusion  of the  Conference  Roman  Wapiński  
presented  an  attempt  to  formulate  a  catalogue  of  problems  for  investigation  dealing  
with  political  parties  in  social  history.  
21  -  24  February  1978  

International  Symposium  on  the  wartime  economy  of  the  Axis  countries  in  1939 -
1945  with  special  emphasis  on  the  role  of  occupied  and  dependent  countries  was  held  
in  Jaszowiec  near  Katowice.  I t  was  organized  by  the  Institute  of  History  of  Silesian  
University  in  co-operation  with  the  Institute  of History  of Adam  Mickiewicz  University  
in  Poznań  and  Historical  Commission  of  the  Second  World  War,  Committee  of  Social  
Sciences  of Polish Academy  of Science. Besides its basic scholarly purpose the  Symposium  
aimed  at  preparation  of  research  subjects  for  Section  C  13  for  International  Congress  
of Economic History  in  Edinburgh.  

The  Symposium  was  attended  by,  besides  Polish  scholars,  the  specialists  from  
Czechoslovakia,  DDR,  Jugoslavia,  Luxemburg,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  USA  and  West  
Germany.  The papers  submitted  for  the  Symposium  havo  been published  in this  number  
of  Studies.  
16  -  18  May  1978  

Polish-Soviet  Symposium  on  the  role  of  towns  in  historical  development  of  Poland  
and  Russia  in  16  -  18  centuries  was  held  in  Lublin.  I t  was  organized  by  Polish-Soviet  
Commission  of  Polish  Academy  of  Science  in  co-operation  with  Maria  Curie-Sklodowska  
University  in  Lublin.  

Papers  were  concerned  mainly  with  problems  of  economic,  social  and  cultural  
life  of  Polish  and  Russian  towns  over  1 6 - 1 8  centuries  and  their  contribution  to  overall  
economic development  of both  countries.  
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