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STUDIA HISTORIAE OECONOMICAE
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Stanistaw Misztal (Warszawa)

CHANGES IN DISTRIBUTION OF INDUSTRY IN THE AREA OF
POLAND IN THE YEARS 1860 - 1965

1. Introductory remarks

The process of industrialization, which has been developing at an increas-
ing rate since the time of the 19th century industrial revolution, was ac-
companied by great changes in the distribution of industry on the European
Continent as well as within particular countries. The investigation of those
changes is more difficult in the area of present-day Poland than it is in other
countries because the present Polish territories up to 1945 belonged to sever-
al political systems with different principles of acquisition and classification
of statistical data concerning industry. Even the very notion of industry was
different in each of the countries comprising parts of Polish territories in the
hundred years under discussion. An additional difficulty in the investigation
of this problem lies in the frequent changes of the administrative divisions
of Poland.

Considering the above reasons, the undertaking of research work
dealing with the distribution of industry in the area of contemporary Poland
requires time-consuming calculations in order to achieve a relative comparabi-
lity between historical and contemporary Polish statistical data.

In the investigation of this problem the notion and system of classifica-
tion of industry accepted in Poland nowadays were taken by the author
as the basis for the comparison of the statistical data. Because of the lack
of any better standard the number of employees was mainly used to measure
industry in the period discussed. The lack of complete data concerning indus-
trial handicraft and cottage-work caused the restriction of the investigation
to industry in the limited sense of the word. The number of five employees
was taken as a criterion for differentiation between industry and handicraft.
Power stations, gas works, brick-yards, saw-mills, mills, breweries, alcohol distil-
leries and starchworks employing less than five workers were also considered
as industrial works.

A proper analysis of the changes in distribution of industry was mainly
based on the data, collected by the author, concerning the number of em-
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Table 1

Industrial centres in the area of present-day Poland according to the number of industrial
employees in the years 1860 - 1960

Industrial centres with the number of employees
Area in thousands
Year of less | more
Poland | than | 1-5 5-10 10-20 | 20-50 |50-100 | than
1x 100
1860/61 o . . 27 3
z 288 218 50 20 — — — —
% 100.0 75.7 17.4 6,9
o . . 154 23 9 1 3
1907/10 z 1189 319 341 162 132 27 208
% 100.0 26.8 28.7 13.6 11.1 2.3 17.5
o . : 186 | 25 13 4 2 1
1938/39 z 1568 | 412 405 169 195 110 162 115
% 100.0 26.2 25.9 10.8 12.6 7.0 10.4 7.3
0 : : 126 ‘ 16 9 12 1
1946 z 1235 | 282 | 272 91 | 123 | 346 — 121
% 100.0 | 228 | 22.2| 74| 100| 27.9 9.7
o . . 281 57 29 16 6 2
1960 z 3129 419 581 387 395 545 418 384
% 100.0 13.3 18.8 12.4 12.6 17.4 13.4 12.3

0 — number of centres

z — number of industrial employees in thousands

% — percentage of industrial employees in the country

X — industrial centres and localities with industrial plants

lest Rybnik district (22,000 industrial workers in 1913) were formed in the
Prussian Partition of Poland, which was industrialized to the highest degree.
Four districts: ©L.6dz, Warsaw, Dgbrowa and Czestochowa were formed in
the Russian Partition and only one — Bielsko district — was formed in the
Austrian Partition which was industrialized to the smallest degree. Three
of the above mentioned districts, that is, Upper-Silesia, Dabrowa and Rybnik
were formed because of deposits of mineral raw materials, mainly pit coal.
Three further districts (Sudetes, Zielona Géra-Zary, and Czestochowa) were
formed due to both their local raw materials (pit coal and brown coal, iron
ores and raw materials for the building industry) and to the handicraft tex-
tile industry which was developed there even before the appearance of manu-
facturing industry. Two industrial districts (1.6dz and Bielsko) were formed
mainly on the basis of the handicraft textile industry developed before the
establishing of manufacturing industry. The last three districts (Warsaw,
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Wroclaw, and Szczecin) were formed as a result of being big towns and com-
munication centres, that is, Warsaw, Wroclaw and Szczecin. In the forming
of the Szczecin district the requirements of the sea economy also played an
important role.

The largest concentration of industry existed in the area of the Upper
Silesian Coal Basin which was divided until the First World War among
three invading countries: Prussia, Russia and Austria. The Upper Silesian
industrial district alone composed before the First World War about 149,
of the total employment in industry on the Polish territories. Together with
the Rybnik district and neighbouring Dabrowa district in the Russian Parti-

Table 2

Increase of the number of industrial employees in the area of present-industrial districts
of Poland in the years 1860 - 1965 (in thousands)

Industrial district of: | 1860/61| 1907/10| 1938/39| 1946 | 1960 | 1965
1. Upper Silesia including 35 207 253 296 519 566

Dabrowa Basin 3 45 46 57 90 102
2. Rybnik 2 14 22 34 65 89
3. Bielsko 9 26 34 40 101 116
4. Jaworzno-Chrzanéw 3 18 24 36 84 105
5. Cracow 3 12 24 32 101 125
6. Czestochowa 1.5 33 42 38 88 106
7. Opole 4 30 35 18 76 92
8. Lo6dz 17 118 155 160 307 340
9. Warsaw 10 90 137 48 247 320
10. Old Poland 5 19 50 33 118 151
11. Sudetes 44 135 150 110 205 250
12. Wroclaw 9 65 75 24 90 114
13. Poznan 1.2 14 28 40 85 108
14. Bydgoszcz 1 19 25 34 92 125
15. Gdansk 1.5 22 30 26 84 120
16. Szczecin 3 36 52 9 45 63
17. Zielona Géra — Zary 12 50 53 14 42 56
18. Ostréw — Kalisz 1.5 7 9 13 36 50
19. Lublin 0.4 4 7 8 34 44
20. Rzeszé6w — Tarnéw 0.8 4 9 12 59 81
21. Sandomierz — Tarnobrzeg 0.2 0.9 4 5 27 40
22. Carpathian 1.0 10 16 17 35 51

tion they composed more than 209, of the total employment. The Sudetes,
£.6dz and Warsaw districts also became large industrial agglomeracions of
more than 100,000 of industrial employees in 1913. The industrial agglom-
eration in the remaining districts was much smaller (table 2).

All industrial districts formed before the First World War covered about
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structural changes in industry. These tendencies include, first of all, the proc-
ess of technical concentration of industrial production in the expanding
factories and the process of the spatial concentration of industry in the ex-

panding agglomerations. Both these tendencies have the character of secular
trends.

Translated by:
D. ZACHARZEWSKA
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