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48 M. B. Topolska

of the hemp, the wages of the boat crew, customs and unloading of the hemp
in Riga) and profits (the sale of the hemp, the profits of the salt trade, payments
for the transportation of the Szkléw merchants, the so called frokt). In the years
1694 - 1704 the profit of that trade amounted to c. 19 - 43.5 per cent of the
invested capital and its high rate was achieved by the exploitation of the
unpaid labour of the peasants (transport by their carts) and by the possibility
of dictating the price on the part of the owner of the estates of Szkléw. In the
years 1694 - 1704 c. 918 tons of hemp thread and 8,364 hectolitres of hemp-seed
(including 93 per cent hemp thread and 92 per cent hemp-seed produced by the
Szkléw estates peasants). In the years 1715 - 1717 the quantity was c. 183
tons and 1,450 hectolitres respectively.

The Szkléw estates also traded with Wilno and in that case hemp was trans-
ported by means of peasant carts. Although that was a very profitable business,
the owner of the Szkléw estates, tied by a credit system with the merchants
of Riga, was obliged to supply those goods by Dvina transport to Riga. The
merchants of Riga applied a kind of commercial pressure. By granting mone-
tary credit to the owner of the estates they guaranteed for themselves a con-
tinuous supply of agricultural products?’.

That system activated the economic approach of the owner of the estates
and the merchants of Riga who knew the specific features of Eastern White
Russia which was abundant in hemp, secured the product they needed. The
method of financial clearing in Riga consisted either in payment of debt to the
Riga traders and in contracting new credit for the purchase of salt and other
articles or in sending the money paid directly to the owner of the estates.

VI

An index to the economic structure of the Szkléw estates is provided by the
comparison of incomes and expenditure in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. The structure of incomes in percentage:

1644 - 1650 1693 - 1739 1770 - 1778
town rents 5 - 10 per cent 6 -9 per cent 3 - 6 per cent
village rents and

tributes 43-71 ,, ,, 371-57 , .,  43-54 ,
industrial and com-

mercial leases 9-38 ,, ,, 30-47 ,, ,, 42 -53 ,, ,,
other industrial and com-

mercial incomes o4-8 ,, ,, 02-23 , —_
manors 01-2 , , 06-6 , —
forestry and fisheries 0.8 - v 1-3 s, 02-15,
land leases 7-13 ,, — —

27 G. Jensch (Der Handel Rigas im XVI. Jh. Mitteilungen aus der livlindischen
Geschichte, Vol. XXIV, Riga 1930, No. 2, p. 134) points out that in 1702 the owner









