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Land reform and economic development 203

209, - 309, in Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Hungary, 509, in central and
eastern Poland, up to 709, in Albania?3.

The land reforms after World War II made it possible to suppress the
overpopulation by changes in the structure of the land estates. The ex-
treme limits of the estates permltted by the land reforms were the fol-
lowing 14:

Table I

Agricultural population in the European People’s Democracies

, Agricultural po-
. . . : pulation as re-
The perlc;c; 92 1930 - The perllo;l of ];948 - lated to total pop-
- 1939 (4) - 1950 (B) ulation (in per-
Country centage)
Population in Population in
thousands thousands . .
Year Py Year - Period A| Period B
- agri-
total cultural total cultural
Albania 1930 1,003 800 | 1950 1,219 969 80.0 79.5
Bulgaria 1934» 6,397 4,906 | 1950 7,253| 5,273 76.7 72.5
Czechoslovakia | 1930 13,998| 7,363 | 1950 12,338 6,017 52.6 48.8
Yugoslavia 1931 13,934 | 10,629 | 1948 16,772 11,115 76.0 71.0
GDR 1939 16,745| 4,653 | 1950 18,388 | 5,348 27.8 29.1
Poland 19310 | 31,915| 23,184 | 1949 24,160| 15,414 72.0 63.8
Rumaniac 1930 14,281 11,229 | 1950 16,301 | 12,276 78.6 75.3
Hungary 1930 8,685| 5,542 | 1949 9,205| 5,845 63.8 63.5
Total | 106,958 | 68,306 | ] 104,636 | 62,257 | 63.8 59.4

s) Including South Dobrudja; ®) Within 1939 borders; °) Within present borders;

Sources: Polska w liczbach 1944 - 1958 (Poland in figures 1944 - 1958). GUS, Warszawa 1959; Rocznik Statystyczny
1950 (Statistical Yearbook 1950) p. 17.
Maly rocznik statystyczny 1939 (Small Statistical Yearbook 1939) p. 29.
Yearbook of Food Agricultural Statistics 1950. FAO, Washington 1951, p. 15.
Die Europdischen sozialistischen Linder in Zahlen. Regierung der DDR, 1961, p. 81.
Statistiken zur Wirtschaft Ost - und Sildeuropas, part IV, :Gebwt und Bevdlkerung. Deutsches Institut far
‘Wirtschaftsforschung, Berlin 1958, p. 14.

12 W, E. Moore, op. cit., p. 64. The evaluations are most probably overcalculated
because they assume that the standard of efficiency in agriculture in these countries
is similar to the whole of Europe, where it was conditioned by the high standard of the
western and Scandinavian countries. This standard is to be reached in southern and
eastern Europe only during the process of industrialization and development of pro-
ductivity forces in agriculture. We quote these data because they show the reserves
of manpower in agriculture in the regions of Europe under discussion.

14 See V. Gsowski and K. Grzybowski, op. cit., pp. 1725 ff., and A. Ajnenkiel,
op. cit.
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Albania — the first phase of the land reform (August 1945) — 20 ha for the
farms using old methods and 40 ha for those using modern methods
in husbandry
second stage of the land reform, after the elections on December
2, 1945 — 5 ha plus additional 2 ha per each member of the family
and expropriation of the land not cultivated by the owner him-
gelf.

Bulgaria — 20 ha in Bulgaria and 30 ha in Dobrudja.

Czechoslovakia — 25 - 50 ha.

Yugoslavia — 20 - 35 ha.

GDR — 100 ha

Poland — 100 - 50 ha arable land.

Rumania — 50 ha.

Hungary — 57 ha (100 holds).

The lower limit of the proportions of the estates undergoing expropriation
in people’s democracy countries varied from country to country. The analysis
of the distribution of the total area of arable lands in the estates of various
proportions show that the smaller was the share of whole land owners in the big
area of the estates, the stronger was the tendency to diminish the quota of the
area of farms not undergoing the parcelling out. Different proportions of the
parcelled out estates were in connection with the antifeudal or anticapitalistic
character of the land reforms. This determined the social and political aspects of
the land reforms. In Yugoslavia, Albania and Bulgaria the land reform had more
radical form already in its first phase. In the majority of people’s democracies,
however, the expropriation was not to concern the larger farms. The differentia-
tion in the proportions of estates undergoing the parcelling out had also the
economic aspect. Namely, it permitted to enlarge the total area of the land
ready for the parcelling out.

This area in all countries under discussion reached 13.5 hundred
to 15.2 hundred ha5. The parcelling out and colonization of this area made
the change in the agrarian structure and, what follows, the suppression of
the agrarian overpopulation possible. The most characteristic feature of the
change in the agrarian structure in the people’s democracies was the diminish-
ing of the share of big estates in the total area of arable land. Assuming that
in Poland the number of the farms of the area from 20 to 50 ha equals 1009,
in 1939, in 1947 it diminishes to 64.69,¢. In Rumania the number of the farms
of the area of 50 ha diminished to about one third in relation to the period

18 H. Ilyxnos: ITepeycmpoiicmeo ..., ,,Bonpocsr Dxonomukn.” 1949 No 9; A. Ajuenkiel,
op, cit., p. 197; W. Géra, PPR w walce ..., p. 310.

16 M. Mieszczankowski: Struktura agrarna Polski migdzywojennej (The Agrarian
Structure of the Between-the-Wars Poland.) Warszawa 1960, p. 407.
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before the warl’. In GDR the area occupied by the big estates (over 100 ha)
diminished by 329, in relation to the pre-war period !8. In Bulgaria and Hunga-
ry the share of the big estates in the totality of the arable land diminished
to about one fourth of the area .

The specific ,flattening” of the agrarian structure which was the result
of the land reform was a factor of the utmost importance in the suppression
of the agrarian overpopulation. This made the economic stabilization of the
greater part of the agricultural population possible through giving them
their own farms. On the other hand, the process of stabilization was accompanied
by the migration from the country to towns, from employment in agriculture
to employment in industry. It was indispensable for the economic development
and industrialization of the eountry and. fulfilment of this factor was directly
connected with the land reforms. The process of industrialization in people’s
democracies in its first phase was carried out mainly on the base of the new
proportions in the division of manpower between agricultural and non-agri-
cultural branches of economy 2°.

Certainly, such basic changes in the situation of employment, in the system
of political, organizational and possessional relationships taking place in the
period of enormous war damages and of lowering of the state of technology
in agriculture ?* had to have an impact on the level of the agrarian production.

17 A. Golopentia and P. Onica, Recensdmdntul agricol di Republica Populara Romdnd.
Institut Central de Statistica. Bucarest 1948, p. 59,

18 Statistische Angaben iiber die Bodenreform. in: Zehn Jahre Volkswirtschaft der
DDR, Berlin 1959, p. 138. '

19 N. Spulber, op. cit.

20 The process is more thoroughly described in our article: Problemy struktury
spoleczno-ekonomicznej ludnosci krajow Europy érodkowej ¢ ZSRR w latach 1930 - 1960
(Problems of the Social and Economie Structure of the peoples in the countries of Cen-
tral Europe and the USSR in the Years 1930 - 1960). Studia z dziejéw ZSRR i Euro-
py $rodkowej 1967, vol. III.

21 The decrease in the standard of technology in agriculture of the people’s democra-
cies is illustrated by the table below:

Calculations of the traction power in the European people’s democracies in the years 1946/47 and 1950/51 in per-
centage relation to the pre-war level*

1946/47 1950/51
Countries 1938=100

% %
Bulgaria 70 89
Czechoslovakia 92 96
Yugoslavia 42 78
Poland 45 62
Rumania 60 87
Hungary - 65 88
People’s- democracies in total * 62 83

Other European countries in total 104 119
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Table 3

Dynamics of the development of the agrarian production in the people’s democracies
and in some of the capitalist countries in the years 1934/1938 till 1963/1964
(1952/3-1956/7=100)

The between-the-

Countries Wars periods 1950 1953 1957 1963
Bulgaria 76 73 104 109 143
Czechoslovakiab 113 97 96 109 109
Yugoslavia 86 - 63 90 119 152
GDR . 71 90 . 113
Poland? 97c 94 94 109 129
Rumaniab 83 61 84 100 105
Hungary 108 97 100 114 126
Denmark 78 98 101 111 118
France 84 92 99 102 126
Switzerland 86 108 100 99 99
Great Britain 76 97 98 105 132
West Germany 84 87 101 105 127

2) the average yearly production of the years 1934 - 38

) 1955==100

) global production

Source: Rolniczy Rocznik Statystyczny 1945 - 1965 (Agricultural Statistic Yearbook 1945 - 1965). GUS, War-
szawa 1966, pp. 376 - 77.

other economic branches found repercussions in the structure of the nation-
al income in the people’s democracies.

We failed in our attempt to complete the data concerning the structure
of the national income of the between-the-wars period, which would be a
starting point for the evaluation of the changes which took place after World
War 1I. Bearing in mind the attractiveness of the problem we present in
table 4 the data which may illustrate the proportions of the changes, although
they are often incomparable, especially those concerning the structure of
the national income in particular countries. Taking into consideration the
available figures we shall compare two countries: Poland and Hungary 2.
In Poland the share of the agricultural production in the total value of the
mining, industrial and agricultural production (without building trade, trans-
portation and .craftsmanship) reached in 1929 689, and in 1948 the share
of agriculture in the national income was 249,; the same data for Hungary
for the years 1929 and 1949 were, respectively, 70 and 27 per cent. Taking into
consideration only partial comparability of those figures and the margin of

23 See: L. Landau, Gospodarka $wiatowa. Produkcja 1 dochdd spotecany w liczbach. Wybér
pism (World Economy. Production and National Income in Figures. Selected works).
Warszawa 1957, p. 415.
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Table 4

The share of agriculture in the national income of the European people’s democracies
in the years 1948 - 1963

Years
Countries Percentage of the national
income in current prices
Albania . 1955
56.5
Bulgaria 1948 1950 1963
41.02 42.5 33.4
Czechoslovakia 1948 1950 1963
26.0 20.0r 12.0¢
Yugoslavia 1952 : 1955 1963
25.8 33.9 28.0
GDR . 1950 1963
12.1 9.9
Poland 1948 1955 1963
24.0 32.1¢ 23.5
Rumania . 1950 1963
28.0 29.8
Hungary 1949 1950 1963
217.0e 38.4 19.0t

* percentage of the global product

b in the prices of 1955

¢ in the prices of 1960

4 in the prices of 1961

¢ percentage of the estimated value of the global product

¢ in the prices of 1959

Sources: Anuars statistikor 1+ Republikes te Shqipérise 1958, p. 134
C i I'od Ha Hapoona Peny6auxa Bwvazapua 1956. Sofla 1957, p. 22.
Statistitka Roenka Republiky’ Ceskoslovenske 1957, p. 291.
Statisticki Qodidnjak Federativne Narodne Republike Jugoslavije 1954, p. 110.
Rocznik Statystyczny 1949 (Yearbook of Statistics 1949). Warszawa 1950, p. 27.
Rolniczy Rocznik Statystyczny 1945 - 1966, series Roczniki Branzowe No 2, Warszawa 1966, p. 875.
Statisztikai Evkdnyv 1949 - 1955, Budapest 1967, p. 39.

tolerance in comparing them we may notice that after the second World
War and the introduction of the land reform in these countries the share
of agricultural production in the totality of the economic income of these
countries rapidly diminished. At the same time the participation of in-
dustry increased. In Poland the share of the mining and industrial production
in total mining, industrial and agricultural production in 1929 amounted to -
329, and in 1948 it reached 44%, of the national income. For the years 1929
and 1949 the respective figures for Hungary were 309, and 509,. Only a small
possibility of mistake is there in the extrapolation contained in the statement
that similar tendencies could be noticed in other people’s democracies.

14 Studia Historiae Oeconomicae
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difficult?5. One of the means of avoiding this trap was the quick change of
the structure of employment and increase in the active work in these branches
of economy which provide us with the means of production. These changes,
conditioning the economic development were the direct results of the land
reform with the development of the agriculture as a separate matter for dis-
cussion.

Translated by
A. WOLOSZYK

2% R. R. Nelson, Teoria pulapki réwnowagi w gospodarstwach nierozwinigtych.
(A Theory of the Low-Level Equilibrium Trap in Underdeveloped Economics).- Jn
the work by many authors: Problemy wzrostu ekonomicznego krajow stabo rozwinigtych.
Warszawa 1958, p. 119 ff.

14*






