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Stanistaw Gierszewski (Gdynia)

THE CONDITIONS AND TRENDS OF THE DEVELOPMENT
OF SHIP-BUILDING INDUSTRY IN THE POMERANIAN PORTS
FROM THE SEVENTEENTH TO THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

The area under discussion, situated between the Odra and Pasteka
rivers, was very differentiated not only from the geographical point of
view. It comprised both those territories which were part of Poland
after 1466 and were ‘called “The Royal Prussia” and after 1772 “West
Prussia” and those which after the extinction of the Dukes of Pomera-
nia (1637) belonged to the Prussian-Brandenburgian state or Sweden
(Szczecin, 1648 - 1720). As a result of the territorial expansion of the
Prussian state the areas under discussion were all within the frontiers
of that state in the eighteenth century and also in its economic system
(Szczecin 1720, Elblag 1772, Gdansk 1793). They had one feature in com-
mon which is important for the present study: the agrarian character
of the country which was more and more pronounced until the twentieth
century. In such an economic structure industrialization had a clearly
»insular” character. This fact is of great consequence for the character-
ization of the Pomeranian industry, for its specific features.

The history of the maritime shipyards of that region provides us with
good opportunities for the scrutiny of those processes from the seven-
teenth century onwards. It was at that time that the problems emerged
that were to be felt also in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. One
must discuss also those problems which conditioned the development of
the shipyards, such as: the supply possiblities as far as raw material is
concerned, the labour market, the fluctuations of the market for ships
and, above all, the problem of capital and the coincident investment po-
tential and technical progress.

The characteristic feature of the ship-building industry in discussed
area since the time of the Middle Ages was that the ship-building mas-
ters and merchants were in possession of the means of production and
only the basic tools were in the possession of the direct producers —
carpenters ship-builders who were under a process of transformation










































