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110 E. H. Pedersen

ings, so to speak, as the farmer still missed that magical tool of artificial
fertilizers to bring up the yield ratio from 7 or 8 to at least 12 or 15 fold. And
when the fertilizers actually were at hand and the fields could be drained off
by use of drain-pipes, the ordinary farmers did not have the needed money
to buy the new tools and to obtain better cows from improved strains and
elite herds. The dairy products of the ordinary farm were generally of rather a
low quality so you can imagine that the future of Da,nlsh peasant farming
did not look very prosperous about 1860.

But the new generation of farmers had better possibilities. Thanks to the
new established credit associations which started their operations after 1851,
the generation shift was made more easy and the payment of interest on the
mortgage debt did not present the farmers with so many problems when the
prices were increasing, especially the prices of animal products. The principles
of better or improved dairy work on Danish estates became more known to the
majority of farmers and private dairies sprang up at several places. The well-
known invention of the cream separator about 1880 opened up possibilities
of a big-scaled industry, applying the principles of agricultural co-operation.
The English and German markets absorbed bigger quantities of pigs and pork
and the skim milk from the dairies made it possible to feed bigger pig herds.
The rotation scheme was enlarged to include swedes and mangolds and if the
corn production of the farm in question was not big enough to sustain the live-
stock, you could easily buy fodder corn and foddstuffs imported from the
United States, Russia or other foreign areas. The farmer got the needed money
from the sales of his animal products or by loans from the many banks and
savings-banks. In certain cases the necessary credit was granted by the mer-
chant or the cooperative society, which delivered the goods in question.

If T am asked to single out the decisive factor in this development I should
most certainly call attention to the capital accumulation whether it took place
individually at the farmer or jointly at some sort of cooperative society.
Without the money needed to buy new implements and machines, fertilizers,
better seed and better animals and to bring about the ameliorations in the
fields such as draining and marling you do not have any chance to put more
windings to the spiral. It goes without saying that the farmers also needed a
thorough knowledge of the new farming methods and their inborne possibili-
ties, but the process of innovation took forward strides after 1850 owing to the
vigorous campaign for better animal husbandry and dairying which the Royal
Danish Agricultural Society and the local agricultural societies conducted
from the 1850’s. You also have to consider the role of the national press in this
campaign, especially the daily papers which sprang up everywhere during the
19th century. Not only did they bring articles and notices on the state of
agriculture but also informed their readers about prices, the market situation
and other bits of information, which all together gave the enterprising farmer















