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Alicja Falniowska-Gradowska (Krakéw)
SOME REMARKS ON RENTAL SYSTEM IN SOUTHERN POLAND

Those desirous to solve the problem of the output yielded by peasant eco-
nomy in Poland and of its share in the commodities market, are faced with a
number of difficulties. On the one hand, notwithstanding the attainments of
previous research on peasant history in Poland, there remains to settle a great
many questions relating to the Polish peasantry, this most numerous group
of the country’s population (ca. 75 per cent by the end of the 18th century).
On the other hand, there are not many available archival records dating from
the feudal age, which would directly concern peasant economy and its effects.

I should like to emphasize how useful for these pursuits is the research on
the different forms of feudal rent. This refers above all to the evolution of these
forms, to the conversion of previous tributes, of villein service in particular,
into money payments, i.e., rent. The fact constituted an undeniable proof that
peasant economy was entering the commodities’ market. Once some constant
dependencies are established, it will be possible to understand and account
for phenomena, about which source records are either no more extant, or have
not been ever drawn.

As commonly known, the conversion of the villein-service system to the
rental one was growing more intense as one moved from east to west, in con-
formity with the general situation in the West of Europe, where in the eigh-
teenth century there was no villein service altogether. As far as Polish terri-
tory is concerned, this regularity has been confirmed by recent research on
Great Poland and Pomerania.

But also in the southern provinces of the country, in Little Poland, towards
the end of the 18th century the trend towards this change became more pro-
nounced. The change was introduced, however, under a form typical of this
area. Along with whole villages, or a part of peasant farms within a village,
from which permanent rent was paid pursuant to a mutual long-term contract
between the peasants and the manors, there were also farms where the amount
of payment was established by an annual conversion of every peasant duty
into a money equivalent. There was also a growing number of villages where
the peasants paid up the manor some established price instead of performing
their villein duties. As opposed to the permanent rentals, this form of rent was
distinguished by its fluctuating character resulting from the short-term nature
of the contracts. This permitted the manorial landlords to regulate the amount












