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178 R. Chomaé - Klimek

Popularization of capitalistic methods of farming and implementation of new
achievements of agricultural knowledge occurred in grange and peasants’
farms at a different rate. Landlords obtained necessary funds by breaking up
and selling parts of their estates, by means of credit and, to some but insigni-
ficant extent, as income from agricultural and forest production. But the big
burden was an excessive indebtment of farms reaching half of their value.

Modernization of peasants’ farms met with enormous obstructions. The
most important ones were a quick demographic development of the country
making acquisition of new land necessary, and attachment to a traditional
extensive system of farming. Relatively percentage of peasants could afford
bigger investments. And it was impossible to resign completely from invest-
ments under new economical requirements. Funds necessary for investment
expenditures on peasants’ farms were provided by accessory income of country
people both at home and abroad, and by community loan and savings banks.
According to estimations, about 200 million roubles were earned abroad in
the years 1890 - 1914 3. The importance of credit for agriculture can be empha-
sized by the fact that only in 1910 the loans granted by the community banks
reached the amount of 38 million roubles, which sum was in 909, meant for
improvement of farms? Drainage, enriching physical qualities of the soil,
was very expensive in the Congress Kingdom of Poland. The average cost
ranged from 30 - 409, of the value of the land 5. But the crops raised by about
509, increasing remarkably well remunerativeness of farms and making amor-
tization very quicks.

Lack of organizational and legal forms (up to 1904) and limited availa-

3 Calculations made according to the governor general of Kalisz (half of emigrants
came from the province of Kalisz): Bcenooddanneiimue omuemv Kaiuwickozo 2ybepnamopa;
Tpyast Bapmasckoro CTaTHCTHYECKOro KoMuTeTa, Bhin. V, Bapmasa 1891, ctp. 103 (taking
into account the growing dynamics of emigration and growth of wages on the basis of:
O61mit CBOA IO HMIIEPUHM PE3YJILTATOB Pa3paboTKH NAHHBIX NEPBOH BCEOOIEl TEpNENCH HacTIeEHNS
npon3senenHo 28 susaps 1897 ropa. C. Iletep6ypr 1905, ctp. 373; Tpyas Bapmasckoro cra-
THCTHYECKOrO KoMuTeT2, Bhin. XIX, Bapnrasa 1902-3, cTp. 9 - 67; Bein. XXXIX-1, Bapimrasa 1920,
crp. 12-77.

4 Rocznik Statystyczny Krélestwa Polskiego za 1915 r. Elab. E. Strasburger [Year-
book of the Kingdom of Poland for 1915]. Warszawa 1916, p. 277 and own calculations.

5 Own calculations according to: Stosunki rolnicze Krilestwa Kongresowego [Re-
lations in Agriculture in the Congress Kingdom of Poland], p. 276 and Oruérh I'ocynmap-
cTBeHHOro KpecThbsiHckoro Ganka. C. IMetep6ypr 1890 - 1914. — with reference to the prices
of land purchased with its help.

¢ B. Wasiutynski, Melioracje rolne w Krolestwie Polskim [Land reclamation in the
Kingdom of Poland], ‘Ekonomista’ 1909, v. III, p. 136; cf. S. Borowski, Towarzystwo
Kredytowe Ziemskie w Krolestwie Polskim 1825 - 1922, part 1 [Land and Credit Society
in the Kingdom of Poland 1825 - 1922]. Warszawa 1941, p. 82; I. Pietrzak-Pawlowska,
Krélestwo Polskie w poczgtkach imperializmu 1900 - 1905 [The Kingdom of Poland at
the beginning of imperialism 1900 - 1905]. Warszawa 19X5, p. 64.
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bility of funds were hampering the progress. Only 104 000 ha of land, nearly
grange farms on the whole, were drained in the Congress Kingdom of Poland
up to 19147. Peasants used simple methods of drying wet soil instead of expen-
sive drainage. Relics of feudal agrarian structure such as easement of villages,
patchwork, and common ownership of land destroyed very often all initiati-
ves for implementation of draining.

Table 1.

Consumption of fertilizers in grange and small farms in the Congress Kingdom of Poland
in 1909
(comparative specification)

Specification | Grange farms | Small farms | Total
in quintals v
Superphosphate 73798 43 489 117287 !
Slag 89 022 19 391 108413
Other phosphates 246 98 344
Potash salt 69 317 9278 78 595
Saletre 10 290 13170 23 460
Other nitrie 88 — 88
Soil lime 33312 2064 35676
Total 276 373 | 87 490 | 363 863
in percent
Superphosphate 62,9 37,1 100,0
Slag 82,1 17,9 100,0
Other phosphate 71,4 28,6 100,0
Potash salt 88,2 11,8 100,0
Saletre 88,7 11,3 100,0
Other nitric 100,0 — 100,0
Soil lime 94,2 5,8 100,0
Total 78,5 | 21,5 100,0
Source: I. Xosinski, Zapotrzeb te 1 kontrola 6 ¢ ych w Krolestwie Polskim w 1909 r. [Demand and
control of fertilizers in the Kingdom of Poland in 1909). Warszawa 1910, pp. 6 - 7; St ki rolnicze Krélestwa Kongre-

8owego. .., p. 284. Own conversion into quintals.

Increasing interest in the use of fertilizers came in the 90s of the 19th
century, but the application of fertilizers increased very quickly after 1900.
In the years 1900 - 1913 expenses of fertilizers grew 70 times 8. On the peasants’
arable lands, which were twice as big as grange ones but of poorer quality,

? Stosunki rolnicze Krélestwa Kongresowego [Relations in Agriculture in the Kingdom
of Poland]. Warszawa 1918, p. 274; Tpyas! Bapmanckoro CTATHCTHYECKOrO KOMHTETA, BBII.
XXXIX-2, Bapmasa 1910, crp. 34 -115.

8 Stosunki rolnicze Krélestwa Kongresowego..., p. 282 - 283; Rocznik Statystyczny
Krélestwa Polskiego za 1915 r. [Year-book of the Kingdom of Poland for 1915], p.281
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