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CONSTRUCTING POLITICAL OTHER
IN THE DISCOURSE OF THE EGYPTIAN
ARAB SPRING

ALEXANDER BOGOMOLOV

1. Introduction

From the onset of the Egyptian revolution of Japu2®b, 2011 a single
strand of discourse reflecting the rapidly changbodjtical scene has emerged
and prevailed in the local media through the emqtaggod of political turmoil up
until now. This discourse is built around a set of key concepts such as, TUWAR
(REVOLUTIONARIES), SABAB (YOUTH) featuring as the vanguard of the
revolution, IRADA(t) AS-SA'B (PEOPLE’s WILL) — as its driving foe; rea-
son and justification, and, notably, the subjecthef present study — FUIL —
enemies of the REVOLUTIONARIES associated with Ameien Régime. Par-
ticipants of this discourse regardless of theiitigal affiliation, while arguing
for their respective views and statuses, and rastdpeir identities in the con-
text of an emerging new social order, have all piazkthese concepts as terms
of reference in public debate. These concepts ngke mega-frame of the
REVOLUTION, just as characters, settings, scenespot elements combine
into a movie. Not any revolution but a very specidne, whose key events hap-
pened at sites and settings that are known tgoedtagonists could be often
named or classified based on a set of social marked key themes are sitill
a matter of vivid emotional argument. Unlike a negvihowever, this show is
still going on, events keep adding up, and thereeisher a single privileged
view point nor a ‘true’ story, the villains are laiins and heroes are heroes only
in as much as one party in the debate is ableatbtlee discussion by controlling
the key sites of discursive deliberation such adime
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At its inception, the story’s key protagonists were broadly defined
PEOPLE (SA‘B) against the narrowly defined REGIME (NIZAM), as reflected
in the popular revolutionary slogas-Sa‘b yurd isgar an-nizam (people want
the downfall of the regim&)with JAYS (the Egyptian Armed Forces) on the
backdrop as a politically neutral patriotic for&&hen the Ancien Régime col-
lapsed the military effectively took power renourgctheir ostensible neutrality,
which prompted some revolutionaries to rephrase 8legan asyasqut asqut
hukm al-‘askar (let the rule of the military fall). The military @ve then succeed-
ed by a democratically elected Muslim Brotherhoffitiated president. That led
to the Muslim Brotherhood laying claim to the legax the revolution and the
bearded traditionally dressed Muslims featuringeasingly as the prototypical
revolutionariessidelining in that capacity the young seculardpfteftist) activ-
ists, who took credit for their role in triggerirtbe large-scale anti-Mubarak
protests. Before the ousting of president Mursdoly 3, 2013, the wortevolu-
tion had only one referent in the media discussiorefékolution of January 25,
often described aswrat al-kazma (the revolution of dignity). Later, there were
already two such events, as the participants ofMuntsi protests started refer-
ring to their rallies that led to the overthrowRyesident Mursi by the Egyptian
military, as anotherevolution while the Muslim Brotherhood called itcaup
The REVOLUTION and the status of a (true) REVOLUNBRY have obvi-
ously come to be associated with high moral autharid even political power,
thus making it an asset worth contesting for. Ttds contributed to a strongly
polemical nature of the discourse, which affecteal 4emantic structure of con-
cepts from the ‘traditional’ political discoursevantory and stimulated the in-
vention of new nominations with a stronger illooui@ry force and more specific
range of reference.

Our overall methodological approach in this stusygrounded in George
Lakoff’s theory of conceptual metapAoFor a finer analysis of the semantic
contexts featuring the concept of FUL, we use elements of Charles J. Fill-
more’s frame semantics, particularly, some spetifime descriptions available
on the FrameN&t The FrameNet frames have been identified andritbescon
the basis of English language material, yet theasiins these frames refer to

1 On the significance of this slogan and its deiatoncept IRDA(t) AS-SA'B see ours
Kontsept IRADA(t) AS-SA'B (volya naroda) v diskurse ‘arabskoisvg’. Skhodoznavstvo 6-4,
Kyiv 2013, pp. 15-28.

2 George Lakoff, Mark JohnsoMetaphors we live byChicago: The University of Chicago
Press. 2003.

3 FrameNet is a web-based corpus that containsigésorof the internal structure of various
semantic frames that refer to situations, acti@vents — cf. https://framenet.icsi.berkeley.edu/
fndrupal/home
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appear to be so basic that their respective deéisergpseem to be almost univer-
sally applicable. At least, the very idea that setmastructures of Arabic could
be presented and analyzed as frames in the sameemas it is done on the
FrameNet, appears to present no difficulties. Wmydver, use the FrameNet
descriptions with a certain degree of caution, &md of guidance but also as
a comparative case rather than a ready-made maslalifferences and incon-
sistencies between our material and the FrameNsetrigéons may be account-
ed for by a mix of different factors, such as thespmable shortcomings of the
FrameNet or idiosyncrasies of either the Arabiglaage or the Egyptian politi-
cal discourse. It is the idiosyncratic part of theme-sematic structures that we
are primarily concerned with in this study. Leond@almy’s force dynamidsis
another theoretical framework that we found paléidy useful for the analysis
of modal aspects of acts ascribed to L As the material for this study we
use a collection of recent Egyptian media textslalvie@ on the web pre-selected
on the basis of their relevance to the subjech@frécent Egyptian revolutiain

In the discourse of the January 25 Egyptian reiauthe wordfulal (pl. of
fall'" — break, or notch, in the edge of a sword, or of himg)® has rapidly
gained enormous popularity and become a key ingintifior othering political
opponents, initially used mainly in reference te government officials and
clients of the Ancien Régime, but later expandisgmeaning and the range of
reference.

In modern standard Arabic the wadidzl has featured mainly if not exclu-
sively in reference tdebris of a defeated armgf.:

fa-tahawwalat ‘ala aydihim fulal al-jay$ al-misri al-makgira algayr qadira ‘ala haml
silahihim min al-hawf ila ustd ja’i‘a ila nasr wa Sahada’

... and in their hands (i.e. under their command)déleris of the defeate(it. broken)
Egyptian army not capable of carrying their weapousof fear have transformed into
lions hungry for victory and martyrdom.

A similar metaphorical meaning features alreadthan classical Arabic dic-
tionaries. The late 3century Lign al-‘Arab, for instance, assigns the meaning
‘defeat’ to the verbfalla and ‘defeated people’ tfall (sing.) andfulal (pl.),

4 Leonard Talmy, “Force dynamics in language anchitimn”, Cognitive Sciencé2, 49—100
(1968).

® with very few exceptions google search for thedwoitzl will return an enormous amount
of texts related to the recent Egyptian revolusdrr Arab Spring countries; we see it as a com-
pelling evidence of both the salience and the newéthe concept.

5 Arabic-English lexicorby Edward William Lane (London: Willams & Norgat863).

" An anonymous war memoir dated 7 October 2009 p:/hitww.hmselklob.com/vb/archive/
index.php/t-9289.html
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while citing ‘breaking’ and ‘notching of the swords the original meaning()

of the root. The old meaning ‘defeated people’ as well as modee — ‘debris
of the defeated army’'— reflect a series of metocginghifts:material (iron) for
weapon(sword),weaponfor aparty in a fight henceproken weaporstands for

a defeated combatanEntailment of the same metaphor underlies a opul
proverbla yafullu al-hadid illa al-hadid (only iron notches the iron), which con-
veys a meaning similar to that of the English prbwme nail drives out another
In the early revolutionary discourse, the proveds Ibeen extensively used in
arguing for a more decisive or violent action agathe Ancien Régime, which
contributed to the salience of FUL.

To be sure, there have been other competitive ratioims also used in ref-
erence to remnants of the Ancien Régime — sudbagdya (remainders, rem-
nants),duliil an-nizam as-sabiq (tails of the Ancien Régimeybna’ an-nizam
as-sibig (sons of the Ancien Régime) anewiz an-nizam as-sabiq (symbols of
the Ancien Régime). The latter two terms are dewfichegative connotation,
while rumiz an-nizam is simply a standard Arabic expression referrimgn-
portant political figures and public officials. i& only bagzya and dulil an-
nizam as-sabiq that are linked to the actual scenario of the REMDION — i.e.
the loss by their respective referents of promiregitions and it is only the
latter term that assigns an evaluative (pejorategnotation to this event. Both
terms provide no clue in their semantic struct\fties frames that they evoke) as
regards the manner, in which their referents haanbremoved from the politi-
cal scene in contrast falzl, which portrays them as those, wihave been de-
featedin a battle Unlike the other nomination&jlizl has provided a basis for
derivation — cf. a totally new coinadelzlz, which functions as a relative adjec-
tive or a singular form ofulil*®. Nominationfulil not only occurs far more fre-
guently compared to other coreferential terms i@ verbal discourse of the
Egyptian revolution, but graphic representationgiimt media and posters of
the enemies of revolutidh are most usually (if not exclusively) taggeduasl.

8 Cf. Ibn Manzir. Lisan al-"arab. Beérut: Dar Sadir, 1955-1956, 15 vols.

9 For more details on the role of the proverb in teeolutionary discourse cf. A. Bo-
gomolov. Got a problem — destroy it! A frame-ser@manalysis of the proverld yafullu al-hadid
illa al-hadid in the Egyptian revolutionary discourse. Skhid8yit, 2014 Ne2, pp. 101-110.

10n the same manner as the waadabi means both ‘an Arab’ and ‘Arabic’; by contrastsla
sical Arabic dictionaries descrilfelzl as the plural form ofall (a notch), which is out of use in
modern language attesting to the opaqueness @rémmatical structure dilal for the modern
speakers of Arabic.

1 Cf. a caricature in Al-Yaum asaBi’, 8 July 2011 — http://goo.gl/VdFngw and a phato
presidential hopeful Ahmad Shafig stamped acfoks on al-Wasat of 28.05.2012 — http://www.
el-wasat.com/portal/News-55663928.html
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2. FULUL as wrongdoers

When referring to the pre-revolutionary past, tlyyiian revolutionary dis-
course portrays FULL as systematically engaged in wrongdoings, cf.:

al-fulil hum manista‘adi wa tarabbahii wa kasabii min haram amwal hada aS-Sa‘b

al-miskin, al-fuliil hum man sahaw min nawmihim wa-ktaSafi anna dawlat az-zulm qad
o . . . = 1= 12

saqatat ila gayr ru‘a wa kanii yata‘ayyastina ‘ala az-zulm

FULUL are [those] who have sought returns and madetpoél gained and robbed the
forbidden property of this poor people, FOL are [those] who woke up from their sleep
to find that the state of injustice had fallen wiib [possibility of] return, while they had
been feeding on injustice...

This description includes almost all the key wousded for decades in the
criticism of the Ancien Régime by all colors of thgyptian political opposition.
Aside from key words, the paragraph also citesntlest basic underlying rela-
tional frame, still widely used to explain locallitios, i.e. poor peoplevs. the
unjust ruler While NIZAM (regime), with which FULUL were associated, has
disappeared and is now often describetbh@® (the one that vanished, per-
ished), essential qualities attributed to it hagesisted in the form of core mean-
ing components of the newly coined concept. Theyehaeen projected on or
transferred to FUUL together with the implied binary opposition asclébed
above, albeit the modality of the binary relatidpsénd the perceived relative
strength of its two constituents have changed.

In the aftermath of the January 25, 2011 revolytiedLUL are ascribed
a tendency to ‘return’ or regain ‘centrality¥aflara) on the [political] scene,
which is seen as major threat to the REVOLUTION. d&&a min ‘awdatihim
ila sadarat al-mashad natijat du'f tanzim al-giwa at-rawriya (I fear their return
to the centrality of the scert@)This is a clear case of orientational metaphor
which could be specified as CENTER is POWER. Thesppposition of such
statements is that presently FUL are peripheral and henceveak Return to
centrality is seen as FULL’s essential tendency, a goal they strive to aehie
through a set of specific acts. They are seen gagen irbuying votegsira’ al-
aswat), deceptionandattemptingto re-write the historyof January 25 revolution
(yugalitina wa yuhawiliina i‘adat kitabat tarth rawrat yam'ir)'°, assembling
their supportersand dragging the masses to go out against authorifiesd

12 hitp:/iwww.masress.com/almessa/29168

13 http:/iwww.ahram.org.eg/NewsQ/233400.aspx

14 Cf. George Lakoff, Mark JohnsoNetaphors we live byChicago: The University of Chi-
cago Press. 2003, p. 15.

15 http://www.ahram.org.eg/NewsQ/233400.aspx
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ansarihim wa jarr al-jamahir ila al-huriij ‘ala an-nizam)™®, violent actsagainst
revolutionariesdama al- fuliil bi-darb an-na’ib as-sabiq ‘an hizb al-hurriya wa
al-‘adala... wa kd al-fulizl an yaftalg bihi — FULUL have beaten a former dep-
uty from Freedom and Justice Party ... almost canvendon hint’), insulting

the president and revolutiofisa’a li-r-ra’is wa at-tawra)'®, penetrating the
political life (tawaggul fi al-haya as-siyasiyd)'®, and corrupting the political
work (ifsad al-‘amal as-siyisi). Such wrongdoings are often cited as reasons that
justify specific acts of persecution against FllLby good guyscf.:

ahali al-iskandariya yutaridiina al-fultl li-isa’atihim li-r-ra’1s wa at-tawra

Locals of Alexandria are chasing FUL for their insulting of the president and revo-
lution.

The texts that do not explicitly refer to any sumunter-FULUL activities
are still designed to leave the reader with an @sgion that ‘something needs to
be done’.

FULUL are also attributed symbolic acts of derogatomyure, meaning to
humiliate them, which may be expressed by idiorfs, ¢

idrab bi-quwwa ya mursi fa-1-fultil yataqayya’tina dam li-nijahatika ad-duwaliya wa irja’
amwal al-ara’ldizo

Beat strongly, Mursi, for FUUL are vomiting bloodbecause of your international suc-
cesses and the return of land money.

The paragraph conveys the message of encouragémiereasident Mursi by
referring to demoralizing effect of his success rufis political opponents.
Pragmatically, as we see from the above examplesusacts are attributed to
FULUL not for the sake of providing an accurate desicmpof their activities,
but rather to stimulate or justify certain proaetivioves on the part of the other
party — thegood guysdescribed as ‘Egyptian people’, concerned ‘Idcde
‘revolutionary’ president, Army etc.

‘Taking the central position on the scene’ appearbe the key, if not the
only, euphemism of power that could be attribue@tLUL. In the paragraph
below, it appears that FULL although having acquired some sort of ‘centrality
(i.e. POWER) have done so somehow very locally, taedauthor seems to be

18 http:/vww.masress.com/almashhad/22247

7 http:/iww.vetogate.com/169654 Freedom and Justiey is a political wing of Muslim
Brotherhood.

18 hitp:/ivww.ikhwanonline.com/new/v3/Article.aspx2i=117949&SeclD=470

19 http://ikhwanonline.net/new/print.aspx?ArtID=95%&ec|D=0

20 A news article title dated 23 Nov., 2012 — thedsgyof Mohammad Mursi’s presidency:
http://www.masrawy.com/ketabat/ArticlesDetails.e3aMD=190146
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referring to this fact in a manner of warning rathiean asserting that FUIL
have finally fulfilled their goal:

tatawasal al-intihakat al-hassa bi-1-istifta’ bi-muhafazat kafr as-Sayh min hilal rasaddur
fulil al-hizb al-watant al-munhall li-l-maShadwa da‘wa li-n-nas li-t-taswit bi-na‘am ‘ala
ad-dastiir wa haSd an-nahibin li-t-taswit bi-na‘am bi-stihdam Saté al-wag’l al-mumkina
fa-gad gm al-fulill wa mu’ayyid al-inqilab bi-istihdam mukabbiit al-magjid fi
ad-da‘wa li-n-nuzil wa at-taswit bi-na‘am ‘ala ad-dastlir kama hadata f1 qaryat al-kim
al-ahmar bi-balﬁm21 .

There continue violations related to the referenduitie governorate of Kafr el-Shaikh
through theoccupation of the central positioftasaddur) on the scenen the part of
FULUL of the dissolved National [Democratic] Party and tiall of the people to vote
‘yes’ on the Constitution and assembling the votersioting ‘yes’ by deploying all pos-
sible methods, and FULL and the supporters of the coup have used loudtepeaf the
mosques for calling for coming out and voting ‘yes' the Constitution as happened in
the village of Kum al-Ahmar in Baltem ...

The manner in which FULL intend to achieve their purposes is, however,
indirect. Cf.

wa ayyan kan naw‘ min al-mata‘ib fa-sa-tajid al-katir min an-ris yaksif ‘an wuid
‘umala’ gama al-fultl bi-tahridihim li-yutbitdi anna misr bidiina mubarak tusaw1 al-fawda22

And whatever the type of troubles, you will findbaof people [who] expose agents, [who]
FULUL have incited in order to prove that Egypt withbtbarak equates disorder.

They are not seen as going headlong to their akpitenate goal of regain-
ing power, but do it by trying to weaken their opponents. The subversive actions
as listed above are meant to contribute to the creation of a state of disorder in the
society described as FITNA (an intracthnic or intraconfessional strife) or
FAWDA (anarchy, disorder), sometimes specified more technically hash
ahliya (civil war). This list of nominations refers toetsame social reality of
a profound disaster with FITNA as a native and alssharia term appearing as
the most self-evident and capturing the very essehthreat posed by FUIL.

3. Either us or them the force dynamics aspects

Importantly, semantics of FULL and their opponents, thgood guyswho
may be described asvolutionariesor simplyus®, are paired, particularly, as

21 The paragraph contains a list of a few more villaghich we have omitted for the sake of
space — http://www.shbabalnil.com/?p=38588

22 http://www.horytna.net/Articles/Printdetails.aspkR=79647&ZID=

Z Texts foregrounding FULL quite often do not explicitly name the other panvhose
presence is however an essential part of the ppesegd background.
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regards their evaluative component. The mechanisthi® pairing is based on
an asymmetry of qualities. Any statement regardaigtive power of FULUL
will imply weaknes®f us thegood guys Same asymmetry is observed in the
implied moral evaluation of physical acts ascribedoth parties. For instance,
FULUL could be attributed openly aggressive behavietsich they may es-
pouse in response to a justified rejection of tleenthe part of the people, cf.:

amam rafd al-ahalt wujud al-fuliil amam al-mintaqa as-Simaliya qam al-fuliil bi-rasq al-
ahali bi-l-hijara wa az-zujajat al-fariga wa al-mulutuf wa al-asliha an-nariya wa al-bayda’
mimma idtarra al-‘adid min ashab al-mahall at-tijariya bi-&ri* bar said ila iglaq
mahallihim tahawwufan min hudat ayy itida’ ‘alayhim®*

In the face of the rejection of the presence of BUlin front of the Northern District,

FULUL have showered the [local] residents with stonegtgrnottles, Molotov [cock-

tails], fire and cold arms, which forced many ownefstrading outlets on Port Said
Street to close their shops in fear of an assgalingt them.

Obviously, the local residents must have triedaiwd FULDL out of their
district, which could have sparked the violent teesc The text, however, does
not explicitly attribute any such violent acts e fparty enjoying empathy of the
author, substituting them with a vague moral cohogpejection which is pre-
supposed to be self-evident and self-justified.

When it comes to FULL engagement in acts that could potentially be
a game changer with regard to power balance, ifi @e local level, these are
often presented agtempts Cf.:

fi madnat bal@s ijtaméda 30 min fuldl al-hizb al-watani bi-muhafazat ad-daqahliya
mu‘zamuhum min a‘da’ majlis a§-3a'b as-8biq fi muhawala minhum lamm as-Samlba‘d
ma asaba al-hizb min inhiyar wa diya‘ba‘d tawrat 25 yanayir allatt atahat bi-n-nizam
al-ba'id al-fasid alladi haymana “ala al-haya as-siyasiya aktar min rub* garf?

In the city of Belgas, 30 FULL of the National [Democratic] Party in the Dagahlia
governorate have gathered, most of them membetsedbrmer people’s council, ian
attempt on their parto re-uniteafter collapse and loss that had afflicted theyRarthe
aftermath of the January 25 revolution, which hadupght down the defunct corrupt
regime that dominated political life for more thguarter century.

The Arabic verlhawal just as its English matdhy ‘involves focus at the in-
itial phase without knowledge of its outcoRfeThe act, in which FUUL fea-
tures as Agenijtama‘a (gathered) is, hence, presented as an initial pblade

2 http://www.ikhwanonline.com/new/v3/Article.aspx2¥=117949&Sec|D=470

% http:/lwww.masress.com/alzaman/1492

28 Cf. description of the semantics of ‘try’ in LeodaFalmy, “Force dynamics in language
and cognition” Cognitive Scienc&2, 49-100 (1968), p. 74.
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act oflamm a3-8am(reunion). The latter idiomatic expression is cosgd of

lamm (gather) andsaml (entirety, integrity), which in this context imp§ that

FULUL were trying to bring all their forces togethemay The paragraph, how-

ever, implies that for some reasons this purposenbaibeen fully achieved.
Here is one more example:

wa adafa al-‘adli annahu yatawaqqa‘ qiyam tawra Sa‘biya 1a taqill ‘an tawrat yainya
ida ma hawala fulal al-watani al-munhall aw baqaya jama‘at al-ihwan al-muslimin
al-mahziira al-wusil il @ majlis as-8a‘h’

And el-AdI”® added that [he] is expecting the rise of poputaotution no less [strong]
than June Revolution if FULL of the dissolved National [Democratic] Party or thf-
overs of the prohibited Society of the Muslim Bmthwould tryto enter the People’s
Assembly..

Here the act, where FUILL features as the Agent, is part of a conditional
clause, which implies that the act has not actuadiyurred, but has a degree of
probability, FULOL are ascribed a tendency to perform the act andengage
on its initial phasetfy to enter the Parliament), but will hardly succesdhey
stand to face resistance on the part of a strocgenter-force (the rise of the
popular revolution).

In the example below the REVOLUTION is represerdsdan ongoing pur-
poseful movement, while FULL are portrayed as those who arging to im-
pedeit:

L3

al-fuldl tutlaq ‘ala man ywuhawil i‘dgat at-tawra ‘an tahqiq ahdafiha li-l-qada’ ‘ala
az-zulm wa at-tugyan. al-fuliil hum man yarfadiina Si‘arat at-tawra allati rafadat (sic.,
probably, the author meant to sayfi‘at) wa tutalib bi-l-hurriya wa al-karama wa
al-‘adala al-ijtima‘iya®

[the term] FULOL applies to whoever iffying to obstructthe revolution from the ful-
fillment of its goals of eliminating injustice amgranny. FULOL are [those] who reject the
slogans of the revolution that were raised and deinfreedom, dignity and social justice.

The three above examples reflect a force-dynantienma where FUDL is
a relatively weak Antagonist, and REVOLUTION (oryasentient entity repre-
senting it, such as REVOLUTIONARIES, PEOPLE’s WIbL simplyus) is an
Agonist®. All the above reviewed acts that FOL perform on the public scene

27 http:/lwww.el-balad.com/638921

2 sayyid el-Adli, Egyptian journalist, founder oftfEgyptian Independence Party.

2 http:/lwww.masress.com/almessa/29168

30 0n the semantic roles of Agonist and Antagonist tre notions of their relativetrength
and theresultantproduced by their force-dynamic interaction cfohard Talmy, “Force dynamics
in language and cognitionGognitive Scienc&2, 49-100 (1968), p. 53-54.
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(buying votes, forging elections, trying to pentdraublic offices, instigating
public disorder etc.) also fall into the same pattes they affectively substanti-
ate their presumed natural tendencglstructthe REVOLUTION.

To complete our brief analysis of the phase aspettacts ascribed to
FULUL we will now review examples containing anotheragh verbnajah
(succeed) — a pair tawal (try). While the verbiawal (try) ‘involves focus at
the initial phase without knowledge of its outcomni#ie verbnajah (succeed)
shifts the focus ‘on a known occurrent or non-ocenir outcome®”. Examples
containing the collocations of FULL andnajahk in their various forms +ajah
(perf.), vanjah (imperf.), al-fulal (def.), fulal + genitive attribute(e.g. fulal
an-nizam as-sabiq — FULUL of former regime) — feature persistent pragmatic
patterns othreat or warning Syntactic patterns include emphatiegation(/an
yanjah al-fulill — FULOL will never succeed)negative part. lam+ imperfect
(lam yanjah al-fulidl — FULOL have not succeededjuestion (hal yanjah
al-fulizl — will FULUL succeed?). Success of FUL is also often presented as
a hypothetical situation syntactically expressed either as unreal conitio
clause law najah fuliil — were FUIUL to succeed) or, less frequently, a simple
conditional clauseida najah fulil — if FULUL succeeded). Cf.:

a) lan yanjah fultl an-nizam al-baid fi ayy Say wa ‘Byhim an yanhaza ila
al-haqq wa yaltaffi hawla at-tawra wa yaibi ‘amma igtarafat aythim®
FULUL of the defunct regime will never succeed in aimghand they
have to align with truth and rally around the resimn and repent for
what their hands have committed

b) hal yanjah fuliil al-munhall fi itarat al-fitan wa al-azamat li-ihr3j
ar-rais?’

Will FUL UL of the dissolved [National Democratic Party] seed in ex-
citing FITAN (pl. of FITNA — intraethnic strives)na crises [in order] to
discomfit the president?

C) wa law najaha al-fuldl la-‘ada a$-Sarr wa ‘ada al-fasad li-yulqi bi-misra fI
sira‘at wa mahalik 1a ya‘limuha illa allah®*

And if FULUL were to succeed, the evil would come back anduption
would come back [in order] to throw Egypt into cacts and perils that
only Allah knows.

In some instances, however, collocations of Euland derivatives ofajah

(succeed) could be interpreted as indicating sséglesompletion of various

31 Cf. Leonard Talmy, “Force dynamics in language angnition”, Cognitive Sciencd.2,
49-100 (1968), p. 74.

32 http://goo.gl/434KIL

33 http:/iwww.rassd.com/7-21602.htm

34 http://goo.gl/UkHsu3
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acts. As these cases appear to be few, and cantingdihe previously reviewed
abundant material that tends to ascribe to BULmainly incomplete acts or
those of limited affect, they merit a closer loblere are two typical contexts:

d)

wa qala muhammad as-satér amin ‘am an-nigiba al-amma al-mustagqilla
li-I- amilin bi-hay’at an-naqgl alam: ‘ingsamat al-gajat ‘ala qirar fadd
al-idrab wa dalika ba‘d an najah fulll an-nizam as-sabiq min hilal
al-asalib al-multawiya fi at-ta’tir ‘ala ba‘d ‘ummal al-hay’a alladina
qarrari ta‘liq al-idrab®®

And Muhammad as-Sattar, Secretary General of hependent General
Trade Union of the workers of the Department of &ah Transport,
said: ‘the garages have divided over the decisionall off the strike,
which [happened] after FULL of the former regime have succeeded by
way of devious methods in influencing some work&rghe Department
who decided to suspend the strike.

idan fa-qadhajah al-fulil fi-styad at-tawra wa tarwid al-kutla at-tawriya
min hayt aradat hadihi al-kutla insti'ras al-fulil wa damjahumiha wa
an-natja: gaba at-tuwar wa hadar al-fuldl... sa‘adat at-tawra al-mudadda
wa habatat at-tawra al-haqiqiya ila ad-darak alladi alqat fihi suwar
as-Suhada’ ‘ala al-ard wa rafa‘at suwaran li-Suhad’ muzayyafn wa
majjadat alladina ahdar huqiqahum bi-l-la‘’b f1 al-awiaq wa al-adilla
wa sana‘at minhum rumiizan li-l-istiglal wa an-nidil*®

So FULDL have succeeded in hunting [down] the revolutiod gaming
the revolutionary block as this block wished to @sticate FUDL and
integrate them with itself, the result [was thdt trevolutionaries have
disappeared and FUIL appeared [instead]... the counter-revolution has
risen and the true revolution has subsided to tkenethat it threw down
images (lit. pictures) of martyrs on the ground amded images of fake
martyrs and glorified those [who] have wasted thigghts by playing
with cards and evidence and made out of them sysnifolhdependence
and struggle.

In both (d) and (e) FUUL are ascribed acts from the familiar listwafong-
doings (deception). Paragraph (d) refers to a situatidrer FULUL have
achieved some low level success — a merely taaticalin fact. Paragraph (e)
represents quite an opposite situation, wherelUhave produced a complete
disaster, have almost defeated the ‘true revolutiomhese two contexts are

35 http://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/114167

38 http://goo.gl/MOowhH

3" The article, from which the cited paragraph was borrowed, carries a characteristic title
“Tatwir al-fuliil am taflil at-tawra (turning FUIDL into revolutionaries or FUUL-izing the revo-
lution) and is dated 17 April 2013, the time of pdeeing political crisis, when a mass protest
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very typical: it is either a minor tactical victogr a political apocalypse with
nothing in between, no ‘ordinary’ acts or eventst ttharacterize normal every-
day human experience.

Ostensibly defeatist messages such as (e) carlyubadtaced back to peaks
of political crises in Egypt. Their illocutionaryopt is to rally support for the
‘true revolutionaries’ in the face of an imminehtdat that they describe. Para-
graph (e) claims that FULL have afflicted major losses on the revolutionsrie
which, notably, appear to be mainly of moral anchisglic nature. The Hunting
metaphor portrays REVOLUTION aspgey and FULUL as abeast of preyor
a humarhunter. Such account of FULL'’s acts as provided in (e), or even more
so in (c), is far removed from the language of getay human activity, it is
almost an epic, considering, particularly, the refiee to the superhuman forces
— the eternal Evil and God’s wisdom.

4. Who is behind it? Conspiracy theories and morgudgment

While FULUL mostly do not function as an active Ageoe specific con-
struction featuring FUUL in association with events and actions meritpex s
cial analysis. The illocutionary point of utterandeased on this construction in
most cases is taccuseFULUL of being somehow instrumental in causing
a certain event, while still, as we shall see ddeyipg their active role in it.
The construction may be schematically represense & wara’ (behind) E,
where X stands for a sentient entity responsibteEfoan event of mostly nega-
tive nature, cf.:

a) al-fulil wara’ tarakum masakil al-hayy — FULUL [are] behind the accu-

mulation of the neighborhood’s probleths

b) al-fulil ward’ ahdat mashri — FULUL [are] behind the events of

Masperd®;

C) al-fuliil wara’ harq al-mujamma’ al-ilnT — FULUL [are] behind the

burning of the scientific complé%

d) al-fulil wara’ ahdat al-‘abbasiya li-ta'jl al-intihabat ar-ri’ asiya

— FULUL [are] behind the events of al-Abbasiya (officigpelling
el-Abaseya) [in order] to delay the presidentiacébng;

movement broke out against Muslim Brotherhood atfd president Muhammad Mursi, who was
then overthrown by the military in less then thneenths.

38 http://new.elfagr.org/Detail.aspx?secid=0&vid=08si0=234446

%9 http://lwww.masress.com/shabab/7193

40 http://goo.gl/ox0leU

4 http:/lwww.youm7.com/News.asp?News|D=669295#. £pRy6|
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e) al-fulal war@ ‘uzaf as-Salab ‘an il-musaraka fi-l-intihabat — FULUL
[are] behind the reluctance of the youth to pgtité in the electioi§

) al-fuliil wara’ rafd al-badawi al-indimam li-tahaluf miisa — FULUL [are]

behind the refusal of el-Badawi to join [Amr] Mus&llianceé?;

h) al-fuliil wara’ insihabi min ijtima‘ as-silmi — FULUL [are] behind my

withdrawal from the meeting [organized by] Sitfi

g) fulal wara' fitnat al-islamiyma wa al-libraliyn — FULUL [are] behind

the conflict {itha — strife between coreligionists or compatriots)stém-
ists and LiberafS.

The wara’ construction implies a type of causative relatigmdietween X
and E, while rendering this relationship totallyagpe as regards to the manner
in which such causation could have occurred. Phi@seontains a substantivat-
ed form (nasdar) of a transitive verlharaqa (burn), which implies an Agent,
but thewara' construction instead of saying that RULL have actually burned
the placetransforms their role to that of Cause of the ¢wdiburning not nec-
essarily a direct one. But the segment certairég@nts FUDL as an entity that
has provided the necessary conditions for the hegatvent to happen, and
should, therefore, take the blame. Case (b) demaiastan even weaker impli-
cation of Agency, while (a) simply excludes it: tRgLUL could hardly be seen
as conscioushaccumulatingproblems, rather they have probabdy them ac-
cumulate. Case (d) appears to be somewhat pedtlieatures a Purpose of the
event. It all but reconstitutes the Agency backfrionplicature, as the phrase
could easily be reformulated B&)LUL have organized the events of al-Abaseya
[in order] to delay the presidential electiofis Case (g) appears to imply an
agency only in translation, inde@bnflict must have at least two sides involved
in it, but the Islamic concept of FITNA describegigl conflict in a manner that
does not foreground any ‘us’ vs. ‘them’, but rathesplit ‘us’, which refers to
the entire community, that experiences a statévididn. Cases (e, f, h) feature
an explicitly expressed Agent, but completely distifrom FULUL. Let us re-
view the text that follows phrase (h) in order stablish the type of relationship
binding FULUL and the Agent of the act featuring in the segnfaithdrawal)
together:

“2 http://www.vetogate.com/1037408

3 http://goo.gl/RW71PH

4 http://goo.gl/M3y83H

S http://www.dostor.org/164785

%6 Case (d) is a news article title and it does npeapto us as a normally constructed phrase,
rather it is a shorthand summary of the article¢ fblows enumerating a long series of various
negative public events, which, according to théwautall represent evidence of FOL's inten-
tion to delay the election®iyatuhum 1 ta’jil al-intihabat).
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barrara al-muhandis abt al-‘ala madi ra’Ts hizb al-wasat sabab insihabihi min al-ijtima’
alladi daa ilayhi d. ‘ai as-silm na’'ib ra’'is al-wuza®' li-5-Su’an as-siisiya wa
at-tahawwul ad-dimuqrati bi-anna dalika ja’a ihtijgjan ‘ala wujad al-‘adid min fulal
al-hizb al-watani as-sabiq wa kadalika wujud al-katir min al-ahzab al-kartiiniya allatt
suni‘at ‘ala aydi an-nizam as-abiq’

The Engineer Abu-I-Ala Madi, chairman of the Wasattyrgustified the reason for his
withdrawal from the meeting that Dr. Ali as-Silmi, DéptPrime-Minister for political
affairs and democratic transition, called for, bgttit occurred in protest to the presence
of a number of FUDL of the former National Democratic Party and alse presence of
puppet (lit. cardboard) parties created by the &rragime.

The paragraph reveals a sociosemiotic pattern pbosg someone, who is
not FULUL, from attending an event where FUL are present to avoid being
associated with them. FUIL have thus affected a certain symbolic act on the
part of the Agent (declining to attend a meetingintest) without taking any
action at all, merely by providing grounds for ataim reading of a social
setting.

A key concept that thevara’ construction evokes is Responsibility. The
Framenéef provides the following definition of the Resporibip frame:
‘[aln Agent is responsible for having intentionafigrformed an Act or for being
a primary instigator behind the Act’. The matetlzdt we have reviewed in this
section falls rather under the second part of definition as it mostly excludes
or obscures any direct engagement of BULIn the Act. English illustrative
material on the Framenet for the lexical upéhind on the contrary, mainly
refers to ‘intentionally performed acts’ such agdeks’, ‘bombing’, and ‘kill-
ing’, evoking frame¥ with clearly definable agents and patients in @sitto
events like ‘reluctance to participate in electiphgithdrawal from a meeting’,
‘accumulation of problems’, or FITNA (intragroupife).

The revolution has set the whole political scenmation and much of what
has been going on so far in the public discoumeREVOLUTIONARIES and
for their opponents, FULL, could be described as negotiating new boundaries
between these two imaginary communities. In thrdesections below we shall
take a close look at the communicative and pragmaspects of the concept:
actions that REVOLUTIONARIES propose to take tow&tdLUL, messages
they address to them, and what RllLsay when they argue back.

47 http://goo.gl/M3y83H

48 Cf. https://framenet.icsi.berkeley.edu/fndrupalérgphp?q=frameindex

4% For the notion of ‘evoking’ frames cf. Jozsef AndtDiscussing the frame semantics: the
state of the art. An interview with Charles J. Fol@”. Review of Cognitive Semanti@s1 2010,
p. 158.
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5. What shouldgood guysdo to FULUL?

FULUL features frequently in the position of a diretjext with the verb
agsa (remove, displace) or a genitive complement tositbstantivated form
igsa’, cf.. as-sist yuqst fulil al-watant al-munhall min hamlatihi al-intihabiya
(Sisi removes FUUL of the disbanded National [Democratic Party] fréws
electoral campaign}

The 4th form causative Arabic vetlysa (remove, displace) reflects an ori-
entational metaphor, grounded in the spatial soseceatic of the stem (cf. the
1° formsgasa or qasiya — be far, be removed). Comp./superlat. agfa is used
in reference to remote destinations and spatialdjrof. as-sarq al-agsa (the Far
East) min agsaha ila agsaha (from one extreme to the other of a country or the
world in general). Although the original meaningtbé root seems to suggest
near-far spatial orientation, the actual applicationagka in the political dis-
course appears to suggéstout and central-peripheralorientation’. For the
in-out reading consider the following exampleagb al-muhandiga» min
manifiya: la igsa’ li-ayy fasil wa an-nigaba maftiha li-l-jami* (head of engi-
neers from Menufia: no removal/displacement for &agtion and the trade un-
ion is open to alff. Consider also a frequent usage in the contexpofting
competitions:arsenal agwa al-an wa qadir ‘ala igsa barsilina (Arsenal is
stronger now and capable of displacing Barcefdnglere is a somewhat more
complicated case:

nafa halaf az-zannati nagib al-mu‘allimin ma taraddada f1 al-awina al-ahira bi-anna
hurakaigsa’ li-ba‘d a‘da’ majlis nigabat al-mihan at-taimiyya mu3ran ila anna al-jami*
‘ala qalb rajul wahid ya‘maliina bi-rth al-fariq al-wahid

Khalaf al-Zannati, [trade union] leader of teacheenied what was repeatedly [said] as
of late that there is displacemenbf some members of the trade union council of educ
tional professions, having pointed out that albae man are working in the spirit of one
team.

Although Council members apparently are not forynakcluded from the
Council, they are still alleged to be excluded fronportant activities of this
entity, which fact is denied by the trade uniondieraby saying that ‘all as one

%0 http://goo.gl/bHeaW9

51 The full list of orientational metaphors accordimgLakoff and Johnson includes the fol-
lowing categories: up-down, in-out, front-back, a@ffi-deep-shallow, central-peripheral, and near-
far, cf. George Lakoff, Mark JohnsolMletaphors we live byChicago: The University of Chicago
Press. 2003p. 15, 26.

52 A media article title: https://www.youtube.com/aa®v=0UeVDcTIdhk

53 A media article title: goo.gl/uQxKHJ
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man are working in the spirit of one team’, i.eeythare participating in the un-
ion’s activities on an equal footing with the otlmembers. Here activity is un-
derstood on the basis of ACTIVITY is a CONTAINER teagghor. Staying inside
a container is not simply an existential fact,riakles one to engage in actions,
enjoy opportunities including being rewarded, @livnich are only available to
thoseinside the CONTAINER. The removal from the CONTAINER, dis-
placement within it, hence also means deprivation.

When it comes to the public offices, it is oftemgeasted that they should be
cleanedof FULUL, cf.:

wa fl al-iskandariya talabat amanat hizb al-misriyin al-ahrar bi-fathir hay’at al-mina’
mimman sammathum fultl an-nizam al-ihwani alladina tamma ta‘yinuhum fi al-hay’a

wagqta hukm al-jama‘a®

And in Alexandria, the Secretariat of the Free EgypiParty has demandedcteanthe
Port Administration of FUDL of the Muslim Brotherhood regime, who were appainte
to the Administration during the rule of the Brotheod...

Metaphorical representation of enemies as unclebstances or creatures is
a common place for a whole family of conservatind gght-wing discoursés
Graphic representations of FUL as pests, or even snakes, are common in the
Egyptian medi&. The entailment of the metaphor ENEMY is a PES3 mati-
vated a nation-wide political campaign under thadieg imsak fulil (catch
FULUL) organized by young revolutionaries with the mse of preventing
FULUL from occupying public offices. Compiling lists 6('ULUL of specific
localities has become a common pracfic&he logic behind this practice is
consistent with the entailments of the ENEMIES BESTS metaphor. Pests
may become rife in a certain enclosed spadethey are not taken care @ne
way to clean the space of them could be by picking them out one by one. The
orientational metaphor as discussed above in relation to the concept of IQSA’ is

54 http:/Iwww.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/259076#

%S Cf. CST Protecting the Jewish Community. Antisemiiiscourse in Britain in 2012.
Community Security Trust, 2013, p. 12.

8 Cf. a snake image on Al-Wasat of 8.12.2012 — http://www.el-wasat.com/portal/News-
55686990.html

5" A Google search foga'ima bi-asna’ fulil... (the list with the names of FUIL [of]...)
has returned 5490 references. For one of eardiexr diated 9 Nov. 2011 see an article with charac-
teristic title Bawwabat 25 yand’ir tufaddih asma’ fulil al-watant wa al-muwalin lahum fi rubi’
misr baynahum ihwani (the 25 January gateway debunks names of(AUbf the National [Dem-
ocratic Party] and their loyalists throughout Egygmong them a member of Muslim Brother-
hood) — http://january-25.org/post.aspx?k=47056

%8 Here the CONTAINER metaphor is applied, a good méictboth public offices and geo-
graphic localities.
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fully coherent with the ENEMIES are PESTS metapmthey share a common
entailment. They both ascribe to FUL the tendency to occupy enclosed spac-
es (CONTAINERS) and justify effectively similar taxs toward FUIUL —
displacing them to the periphery or removing outtled CONTAINER. The
ENEMIES are PESTS metaphor enriches the purelyiadpabdel by adding
a moral evaluation component, providing therebyranger moral justification
for the exclusion of FUUL from the public space. With the help of its onypi
listing, the Catch Fal campaign was turning those who just had beerhén t
position of authority into objects of public disgeaand symbolic elimination.
For less prominent figures, finding their namestlom list meant the end to the
comforts of relative obscurity and exposure tordarise public scrutiny.

The concept of LIST merits a special remark. Lésts compiled by a simple
procedure of adding more names. There is nothitigarconception of the LIST
as such that presupposes a method of ending teegwrof adding, unless a nar-
rowly defined set of criteria is adopted that miayitl the scope of selection. In
mathematical terms, it is @untably infinite séf. Although the actual lists of
FULUL as published on the web, such as the one citéaobimote 57, appear to
have a finite number of entries at the moment vo& lat them, the idea that the
list can be continued is obvious for any lay speakeal does not require a thor-
ough background in mathematics. Compiling ‘blasksliis a deliberate political
pressure tactic meant to produce this very impoasiat the list will continue
until it captures each and everyone in the enemistaMoreover, the power of
an infinite set is not reduced if any number of hens would be detracted from
it. If anyone would succeed in eliminating one’sneafrom the list, the list will
still potentially go on forever. Political realitf a divided nation that this logic
inevitably entailed struck many by surprise in #ifeermath of the first free
Egyptian presidential election. Here is a char#tiercomment by an apparent
Revolutionary, probably a sympathizer of the MusBmotherhood, which col-
lected 4,554,665 likes on the Facebook:

ba‘d kull al-aswat ilIT hasal ‘alayha ahmad $afiq hiya masr kullha fulal?211°°

After all the votes that Ahmad Shafiq has receiedlli [of] Egypt FULDL??2!1%,

%9 Cf. the following definition: ‘Any set which can Ipait in a one-to-one correspondence with
the natural numbers (or integers) so that a pigsan can be given for identifying its members
one at a time is called a countably infinite (onaimerably infinite) set’ at http://mathworld.wolfra
com/CountablylInfinite.html

80 http://www.nmisr.com/vb/showthread.php?t=410251

51 Ahmad Shafig, the last prime minister of Hosni Mtak’s regime, won 12,347,380 votes
in the 2012 presidential elections against 13,28Dyotes given to Muslim Brotherhood affiliated
candidate Muhammad Mursi.
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Here is another comment by someone from a diffguelitical camp:

ahsa an tusbiha al-umma al-misriya Sa‘ban min al-fulul fa-qad i‘tabara al-ihwan ba‘d
fawzihim f1 ar-ri’asa bi-nahwa 13 milylin sawt anna man manahi aswatahum li-Safiq
bi-aktar min 12 mily@inan min al-misriyin min fuldl®®

| am afraid that the Egyptian nation becomes a BUpeople as the [Muslim] Brothers
after their winning of the presidency at about 13iom votes considered [those] who
granted their votes to Shafiq of 12 million Egypsaas [being] FUUL.

While INFINITY, in any form, is a concept psychoioglly hard to put up

with, particularly scary should be the notion gpersonified INFINITY in the
form of a ‘black list’. Cf. the following observath by an activist of the Catch
Fulal campaign:

al-1afit li-n-nazr ‘ala as-safha anna fulal al-hizb al-watani mutabi‘ana li-s-safha fa-kulla-
ma yatimmu na$r ayy ahbar ‘anhum ya@miuna bi-r-radd ‘alayh li-dar’ al-ittihamat

‘anhum.. %

It is remarkable on the [web] page that RULL of the National [Democratic] Party are
following the page and whenever any news [item] isliphbd, [they] respond to it [in
order] to fend off accusations...

6. Talking to FULUL

Print media genres hardly allow for full-featuredngersational segments.

Yet, some elements of conversational speech aectsirfieg FULUL as an
addressee, used primarily as a rhetorical devigeldcstill be found. These
mainly include threats, warnings, and invectivesarious kinds both direct and
indirect, cf.:

a) ayyul al-fuldil ihdari min gadbat hada as$-Sa‘b — [o] FUDL, beware of
the wrath of this peopié

b) ayyuha al-fuldl la tazunnti annana nadimiina ‘ala tawratina wa hawalii an
tahfii Samatatakum fa-1a majala lakum fi hayatina marratan uhra®®

O (voc. part) FULUL, don't think that we are regretting over our riextmn,

and try to hide your malevolence for there is nacgpfor you in our life any-
more (it. once more).

%2 http://goo.gl/IninVf

53 http://goo.gl/59yZ9b

54 http://www.vetogate.com/423764

5 http://www.ekhbary.com/mqal1028.html
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c) ayyul al-fulil ilzami juhiirakum — o (voc. part) FULUL, stay in your
[animal] hole&®.

Characteristically, many examples reflect an unlegl orientational center-
periphery metaphor suggesting that FllLshould stay removed from the cen-
ter; (c) combines the orientational metaphor withEMY is an ANIMAL as
described above. We have found only one exampleoofexclusive rhetoric
directed at FUDL, calling them to cooperate for the sake of commational
values, cf.

ayyuha al-mutasari‘Gina ‘ala al-kursi, ayyuha al-mu‘tasimiina, ayyuha at-tuwar, ayyuli
al-fulal, ayyuha al-‘ilmaniyina wa al-libraliyina wa al-ihwan wa as-salafiy, ila kull
al-harakat wa al-ahzab wa al-i’tilafat, ayyuha al-masriylina masr awwalan, hana wagqt in-
gad hududiha hana lana an nata‘awan ma‘a as-Surta wa al-jays li-t-tasaddi li-jami‘ anwa*
al-baltaja, yajib an nahmt hudiid misr min jami* al-jihat wa kafi al-fitha baynaa®’

O (voc. part) [those] fighting for a chair, ovfc. part) [those engaged in] sit-down
strike, o yoc. part) revolutionaries, ovoc. part) FULUL, o (voc. part) secularists,
o (voc. part) liberals and [Muslim] Brotherhood, and Salafisall movements and par-
ties and blocks, ovbc. part) Egyptians, Egypt is first and foremost. Time lcasne to
save our borders, time for us to cooperate withpiblece and the army to oppose all
kinds of subversion. [It is incumbent] that we pobtéhe border of Egypt from all sides.
And enough FITNA (civic strife) between us...

The Arabic conciliatory rhetoric, when addressedfatbiow-countrymen,
often invokes the concept of FITNA (intraconfessibar intraethnic strife)in
this paragraph it is cited as a final argumentradite emphatic and somewhat
repetitive description of shared security threats.

Speakers of Islamist political persuasion oftenresisl FUIUL with standard
religious formulae and quotations from the hollytsedirected tonfidels calling
them effectively to (re)convert to Islam, cf.:

hayifin ley min tatbiq Sar‘ allah, wa man lam yuhkam bima anzala allah fa-ula’ka hum
al-fasiqiin wa az-zalimin wa al-kafiran ittagi allaha ayyuh al-fulil®

Why [are you] afraid of implementing the law of AlfalAnd whoever was not judged by
what Allah had sent down, those are the nefariousirgndt and infidel, fear Allah ye
FULUL.

Such rhetoric have probably stimulated some clieftdie Ancien Régime
to try and win social acceptance by looking likeetrMuslims, only to be
mocked again by the revolutionaries, as refleatetié Image 1.

5 https://www.facebook.com/ikhwangi/posts/27951065®¥ 5
57 http://Iwww.masrawy.com/ketabat/ArticlesDetails x®sID=126741
%8 http://www.bladi-bladi.com/index.php/news/egyp$802012-04-14-23-00-05.html
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Image 1. fuliil mutanakkir (FULUL in disguise)

7. FULUL talking back

The powerful verbal offensive on FULUL provoked a defensive discourse
on the part of the actual and potential victims of the listing campaign. Two most
usual discursive strategies used to undermine the illocutionary power of the con-
cept are: 1) defensive strategy based on reference to external circumstances,
without directly questioning the concept’s validity, cf.:

...haytu qama al-mura$sah at-tabi‘ li-1-hizb al-munhall sayyid ‘1d bi-d-difa‘ ‘an nafsihi
za‘iman an kana yuwajah dugtitan min an-nizam as-sabiq fa-kana yanzil ka-mustaqill wa
lakin ‘ala mabadi” al-hizb al-watani®

...as a candidate affiliated with the dissolved Party Seyyid Id defended himself claiming
that he was facing pressure from the former regime and was running as independent but
on the principles of the National [Democratic] Party”.

and 2) a more general counteroffensive strategy based on undermining the
validity of the concept as such, either by inflating its scope to make it meaning-
less, cf.:

% This is the continuation of the previously cited paragraph — ibid.

" Here we see a typical instance of what in social psychology is described as actor-observer
bias — a common tendency to explain one’s own behavior mainly by reference to the external
circumstances, while overemphasizing inherent qualities of the subject in explaining someone
else’s behavior (the latter tendency is also referred to as fundamental attribution error); FULUL
appears to be a concept structured in line with the fundamental attribution error, as FULUL’s
actions or impact are seen as resulting from their inherent negative qualities. Serious examination
of the psychological foundations of this and other political concepts would of course call for
a more thorough research, which is outside of the scope of this study.
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wa radda ‘a man yattahammahu bi-annahu fal bi-gawlihi: misr kulluha fuldl,
musiran ila anna jami‘ as-Sa‘b bi-ma fthim al-ihwan al-muslimin kanii yata‘amaltina
ma‘a nizam mubarak’*

And [he] answered to [those] who were accusing hinmbefrig] FULDL by saying: “all
[of] Egypt is FULDL”, pointing out that the entire Egyptian peoplelirding the Muslim
Brotherhood were dealing with Mubarak’s regime.

— or by questioning the negative evaluation embeddehe semantic structu-
re of the concept, e.g. by representing EllLas worthy members of the so-
ciety, cf.:

‘indama qamat tawrat 23 yilyt lam tastab‘id kull hibrat an-nizam as-sabiq bal abgat ‘a
al-‘adid minhum li-ichrat Sutin al-blad wa minhum ‘ali mahir alladi kana rafsan
li-l-wuzara’ aktar min marra gabla at-tawra wa S@ala mansab ad-diwan al-malaki f1 ‘ahd
al-malik fu’ad wa ‘urifa bi-hunkatihi as-siyasiya wa daha’ihi fi mu‘alajat al-muhimmat
as-sa‘ba .. wa ragma dalika ‘ayyanathu at-tawra f 24 yalya 1952 raisan li-l-wuzad'... "

When the July 23 revolution occurred, [it] did moiclude all the expertise of the former
regime, but kept a number of them for the admiaigin of the affairs of the country,
and among them Ali Maher who was prime-minister mbentonce before the revolu-
tion and occupied the post at the Royal Court duthre rule of King Fuad and was
known for his political prowess and sagacity in taaklthe difficult issues .. and in spite
of that the revolution has appointed him prime-stigi on July 24, 1952...

Aside from the utility of shared background knowgedfor establishing
a sense of rapport with the opponent, the histaicative also helps refocus the
discussion on less emotionally charged dimensidtiseosituation that are often
omitted in the standard revolutionary discoursepdtire from the usual tem-
poral context is also designed to overcome itmditey semantic constraints —
the prohibition on assigning any positive qualitesULUL.

The logic of open-ended listing on the basis oS®ariteria has ultimately
backfired on the revolutionaries themselves. Thiengiest argument of anti-
Mursi protests in spring — summer of 2013, whichrioated in a military coup
that brought down the first Egypt’'s Muslim Brothedu affiliated president,
was his alleged desire to Brotherhoodize the cgufikwanat al-balag, by
which not so much the imposition of strict Sharsims was meant as the creep-
ing replacement at every level of public adminisbra of old cadre with mem-
bers and loyalists of the Muslim Brotherhood. loptthg this policy, President
Mursi followed not so much the Sharia as the lagitbedded in the concept of
FULUL. When military came back to power on June 30,20ty launched an

" http://goo.gl/8L4Ybt
2 http://goo.gl/pxNw5r
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arrest and summary death sentencing campaign adéisim Brotherhood that
followed basically the same logic, although thimeino public campaign for
identifying political opponents was needed to rowpdBrotherhood members
and participants of anti-coup rallies as theirsligtere readily available to the
police. Continuity of essentially the same logis-avis Muslim Brotherhood by
their opponents is reflected in the use of the seomeept FUIL in reference
to Muslim Brotherhood loyalists in the context otiaViursi protests of June 30,
2013, cf.:

fi al-iskandariya talabat amanat hizb al-misriyin al-ahrar bi-tathir hay’at al-mina’
mimman sammathurfulil an-nizam al-ihwani alladina tamma ta‘yinuhum fi al-hay’a
wagqta hukm al-jama‘a...”

In Alexandria, the Secretariat of the Free EgyptiRasty has demanded to clear the
Administration of the Port of the FUIL of the Brotherhood regime who had been
appointed to the Administration during the rule dfetSociety [of the Muslim
Brothers]...

Was it inevitable, the way the Egyptian revolutioes have conceptualized
their opponents as FUIL, that their effort to change the country aftecatdes
of authoritarian rule should lead to indiscriminateclusion, symbolic and ulti-
mately physical? From a cognitive semantics petgsmedhere certainly could
be other, less polarizing, models of conceptualdizire political or sociabther
that would allow for a more balanced view of thditmal scene and help
achieve a broader social consensus. European lgegufor instance, have
a vast list of counter concepts allowing victims fcklisting campaigns to
mount a powerful resistance. The English languégeinstance, has such con-
cepts aswitch hunt smear campaignscaremongeringwhich portray broad
scale blacklisting practices as politically incattemmoral or even illegal. Such
counter concepts, however, would never become gfagd common political
vocabulary without a long experience of tense Ipatnopolitical competition that
the European nations had to go through. Black, lesscommon as they are in
the situations of civil conflict, may also be lésdiscriminate if they adopt more
narrowly defined selection criteria. During the Qge revolution of 2004, and
anti-government rallies of 2013 in Ukraine, theqpice of blacklisting also was
quite common. While it served a similar purpose@ioralizing political oppo-
nents, the blacklisting targeted only a relativelyrow group of officials impli-
cated in election fraud and judges, who issued wiaat seen as unjust verdicts
against political activists, while the blacklistig a particular individual was
based on ostensibly well-documented evidence obhier engagement in such

" Publication date 4 Sept 2013 — i.e. two monthsrathe toppling of president Mursi
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/259076#
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acts. Catch FUUL campaign lists, by contrast, only comprised nawofeimdi-
viduals without reference to any incriminating eanide against them. Conceptu-
al systems are linked to the way we experienceuadeérstand realify. Political
concepts are both a reflection and means of reptimauof social realities that
we live in. For the Egyptian society that emergednf decades of highly repres-
sive political regimes, the January 25 revolutidfered its first experience of
a large scale open political debate and competitopower pitting against each
other a host of political actors. It is not surjrig therefore, that a polarizing
discourse with FUDL as its key concept would emerge in a dividedetgdihat
had never had enough chance even to discussfisetites.

8. Conclusions

Acts ascribed to FULL represent a narrow set of politically subversiwe;
just, immoral and illegal activities that could bemmarized asvrongdoings
Even the mere presence of RULL on the scene of whatever scale may cause
a negative outcome. FUIL's acts represent a manifestation of their natural
tendency to obstruct the REVOLUTION, while the datts conceptualized as
a positive purposeful forward going movement of thgyptian PEOPLE.
Actions of FULUL are directional — they are aimed at impeding Rit&/OLU-
TION and occupying aentral partof thescene metaphorically associated with
POWER.

Acts of FULUL are essential part of a larger frame of REVOLUNI@nd
their relative strength and effectiveness cannoindependently assessed out-
side of a single force-dynamics pattern embeddetiglarger frame. If a par-
ticular speaker sees REVOLUTION as making progrebsch is the main ten-
dency in the revolutionary discourse, RUL will be presented asrying to
performwrongdoings or even accomplishing single acts in a presunegitts
ultimately intended to bring FULL to the aspiredtentral position and prevent
the REVOLUTION from going forward, but never actyakaching these goals.
Yet if things go wrong to whatever extent, it isIFUL who will be held respon-
sible as someone who waehind such a negative outcome. On the contrary,
should the speaker for whatever reason, includimgeeely rhetorical one, hy-

74 Cf. “...truth is relative to understanding, which meahat there is no absolute standpoint
from which to obtain absolute objective truths abthve world. This does not mean that there are
no truths; it means only thauth is relative to our conceptual system, whiclgisunded in, and
constantly tested by, our experiences and thos¢hef members of our culture in our daily inter-
actions with other people and with our physical @attural environmentsemphasis added. A. B.

— George Lakoff, Mark Johnsolletaphors we live byChicago: The University of Chicago Press.
2003, p. 193).
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pothesize thelefeatof the Revolution, or assert that it is alreadjually hap-
pening, the FUDL will be held accountable for accomplished sogidlhrmful
acts of larger, almost, an epic scale.

One way of downplaying an active role of FUL is by expressing the rela-
tionship between FULL and the events at the focus of discussion wighhiblp
of non-core elements of the respective semantiodsa substituting the seman-
tic role of Agent by a more general one of Causkiclw downplays or hides
a potentially more active engagement of EllLin producing the event in ques-
tion. It the paired relationship between RULL and us, thegood guysthat ap-
pears to motivate such preferences: to assign tweaole to FULUL would
imply presenting the revolutionaries as a weaketyp&uch discursive strate-
gies may, hence, be seen as a verbal expressiotherfivise material political
struggle, which still continues.

At the face of it, the ideas that FUL are (a) almost denied the capacity to
act or at least act effectively and that (b) thty iepresent a threat — may ap-
pear logically inconsistent, but they are not irer@m{>. Both fit into the idea
that FULUL should not be occupying tleentral positionor rather should ndte
present on the scene at.allhey only are safe when they are off the sidigirt
mere presence may trigger off a negative coursevenfts, anyone who shares
the space with them is either in peril or moraliynpromised.

As a grammatical construction foregrounding the Seawhile precluding
explicit representation of the type of agency imeadl, X behind Es not merely
an economical grammatical device. Neither is itquely Arabic, as parallel
constructions exist in other languages, includimglEh°. In both cases, such
constructions represent a convenient way of exprgsgpecific ideological be-
liefs. The implied question ‘who stands behind 16, which this construction
answers, appears to be a universal mantra of qaegpiheorists. Tde behind
something implies being removed from the field isian, while being still pre-
sent on the scen¥ effectively may represent an invisible malevolfte, the
ultimate cause of every disaster, whose identigyidiom claims to reveal. From

S Cf. Lakoff's discussion ofonsistencys. coherencen the case of the metaphorical repre-
sentations of time in George Lakoff, Mark Johnddetaphors we live byChicago: The Universi-
ty of Chicago Press. 2003, pp. 44-45. Accordingdkaiff, although the two metaphors TIME IS
A MOVING OBJECT and TIME IS STATIONARY AND WE MOVE TROUGH IT ‘are not
consistent (that is, they form no single imagegythonetheless “fit together,” by virtue of being
subcategories of a major category and thereforéngha major common entailment’, namely, that
‘from our point of view, time goes past us fromrftdo back’.

"8 The discussion of the source of this obvious pelisdn, for instance, whether or not the
Arabic construction is a syntactic calque from HEstgl French or both, as colonial languages
widely spoken in the Arab countries, does not stetre particularly relevant for the purposes of
this research.
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the conspiracy theory perspective, it is not rebdéta know exactiyhow a par-
ticular event could have come to pass. Moreoves, assumption that details
regardinghowthe Agent of a conspiracy is manipulating othetipa maynever
be known is an essential part of this worldviews]ttherefore, sufficient to re-
veal the name of the wrongdoer, whose interestsi¢igative event in question
supposedly serves and who, therefore, stands daodesed.

FULUL is yet another term, among many that the humaguages continue
to generate footheringvarious out-groups. Such concepts are used tblissta
and reinforce social boundaries, mark out spacdscegate social no-go zones.
In the case of FUUL, the latter include primarily the perceived sitgfspublic
authority. By following the concept wherever it dsain discourse, one may
effectively map out the entire landscape of whateno Egyptians perceive as
the sites of power and prestige.



